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CONTEMPLATIONS. 
BOOK FIFTEENTH. 


Cox TEM. 1. Uzzan, and the ark removed. 


beaten; victory cannot end better than in 
devotion : David is no ſooner ſettled in his 
houſe at Feruſalem, than he fetcheth God to be his 
gueſt there; the thouſands of rae! go now, in an 


T* houſe of Saul is quiet, the Philiſtines 


holy march, to bring up the ark of God to the place 


of his reſt. The tumults of war afforded no oppor- 
tunity of this ſervice; only peace is a friend to reli- 
gion; neither is peace ever our friend, but when it is 
a ſervant of piety. The uſe of war is not more per- 
nicious to the body, than the abuſe of peace is to the 
ſoul: alas! the riot, bred of our long cafe, rather 
drives the ark of God from us; ſo the {till ſedentary 
life is ſubject to diſeaſes, and ſtanding waters putrify. 
It may be juſt with God to take away the bleſſing, 
which we do ſo much abuſe, and to ſcour off our ruſt 
with bloody war, &c. 

The ark of God had now many years reſted in the 
obſcure lodge of Abinadab, without the honour of a 
tabernacle. David will not endure himſelf glorious, 
and the ark of God contemptible ; his firſt care is to 
provide a fit room for God, in the head of the tribes, 
in his own city. The chief care of good princes muſt 
be the advancement of religion; what ſhould the de- 
puties of God rather do, than honour him whom they 
repreſent? It was no good that /ae/ could learn of 
Philiſtines ; thoſe Pagans had ſent the ark back in a 
new cart; the 1/raelites ſaw God blefled that conduct, 
and now they practiſe it at home: but that which 
God will take from Philiſtines, he will not brook from 

Vor. IL A Iſrael. 
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Iſrael. Aliens from God are no fit patterns for chil- 
dren. Divine inſtitution had made this a carriage for 
the Levites, not for oxen :; neither ſhould thoſe ſons 
of Abinadab have driven the cart, but carried that 
ſacred burden. God's buſineſſes muſt be done after 
his own forms, which if we do, with the beit inten- 
tions, alter, we preſume. 

It is long ſince Iſrael ſaw ſo fair a day as this, 
wherein they went, in this holy triumph, to fetch the 
ark of God: now their warlike trumpets are turned 
into harps and timbrels; and their hands, inſtead of 
wielding the ſword and ſpear, ſtrike upon thoſe mu- 
ſical ſtrings, whereby they might expreſs the joy of 
their hearts; here was no noiſe but of mirth, no mo- 
tion but pleaſant. O happy 1{/rael, that had a God to 
rejoice in, that had this occaſion of rejoicing in their 
God, and an heart that embraced this occaſion! There 
is nothing but this wherein we may not joy immode- 
rately, unſeaſonably; this ſpiritual joy can never be 
either out of time, or out of meaſure. Let him that 
rejoiceth, rejoice in the Lord. But now, when the 
Iſraelites were in the midſt of this angel-like jollity, 
their hearts lifted up, their hands playing; their feet 
moving, their tongues ſinging and ſhouting, God 
ſees good to ſtrike them into a ſudden dump by the 
death of Uzzah. They are ſcarce ſet into the tune, 


when God mars their muſic, by a fearful. judgment, 


and changes their mirth into aſtoniſhment and confu- 
ſion : there could not be a more excellent work than 
chis they were about ; rhere could not be more cheer- 
ful hearts in the performing of it: yet will the moſt 
holy God rather daſh all this ſolemn ſervice, than en- 
dure an act of preſumption or infidelity. Abinadab 
had been the faithful hoſt of God's ark for the ſpace 
of twenty years: even in the midſt of the terrors 
of I/rae!, who were juſtly affrighted with the venge- 
ance inflicted upon Beth-/bemeſh, did he give harbour 

unto 
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unto it; yet even the ſon of Abinadab is ſtricken 
dead, in the firſt departing of that bleſſed gueſt. The 
ſanctity of the parent cannot bear out the ſin of his 
fon. The Holy One of J/rael will be ſanctified in all 
that come near him; he will be ſerved like himſelf. 
What then was the ſin of Uzzah? what was the 


capital crime for which he fo fearfully periſned? That 


the ark of God was committed to the cart, it was not 
his device only, but the common act of many; that 
it was not carried on the ſhoulders of Lev:ites, was no 


leſs the fault of Ahie, and the reſt of their brethren. 
Only Uzzah is ſtricken : the reſt ſinned in negligence, 


he in preſumption; the ark of God ſhakes with the 


agitation of that carriage, he puts forth his hand to 
hold it ſteady; human judgment would have found 
herein nothing heinous. God ſees not with the eyes 
of men; none but the prieſts ſhould have dared to 
touch the ark; ; it was enough for the Levites to touch 
the bars that carried it; an unwarranted hand cannot 
ſo lightly touch the ark, but he ſtrikes the God that 
dwells in it. No marvel, if God ſtrike that man 
with death, that ſtrikes him with preſumption; there 
was well- near the ſame quarrel againſt the thouſands 
of Beth-/ſhemeſh, and againſt Uzzah; they died for 
looking into the ark, he for touching it; leſt //rae/ 
ſhould grow into a contemptuous familiarity with this 
teſtimony of God's prefence, he will hold them in 
awe with judgments. The revenging hand of the 
Almighty, that, upon the return of the ark, ſtaid at 
the houſe of Abinadab, upon the remove of the ark, 


begins there again. Where are thoſe chat think God 


will take up with a careleſs and flubbered ſervice? 
He, whoſe infinite mercy uſes to pats by our fins of 
infirmity, puniſheth yet ſeverely our bold faults. If 
we cannot do any thing in the degrees that he requi- 


reth, yet we muſt learn to do all things 1 in the form 


that he requireth : doubtleſs U2z2/) meant no other- 
A 2 b Ways 
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ways than well, in young forth his hand to ſtay the 


ark; he knew the ſacred utenſils that were in it, the 
pot of manna, the tables of the law, the rod of Aaron, 
which might be wronged by that over-rough motion; 
to theſe he offers his aid, and is ſtricken dead; the 
beſt intention cannot excuſe, much leſs warrant us, 
in unlawful actions. Where we do ought in faith, it 
pleaſes our good God to wink at, and pity our weak- 
neſſes; but, if we dare to preſent God with the well- 
meant ſervices of our own making, we run into the 
indignation of God. There is nothing more dangerous, 
than to be our own carvers in matters of devotion. 

I marvel not, if the countenarice of David were 
ſuddenly changed, to ſee the pale face of death in one 
of the chief actors in this holy proceſhon. He, that 
had found God ſo favourable to him in actions of leſs 
Worth, is troubled to ſee this ſucceſs of a buſineſs fo 
heartily directed unto his God; and now he begins 
to look through U22ah at himſelf, and to ſay, How 
hall the ark of the Lord come to me? Then only ſhall 
we make a right uſe of the judgments of God upon 
others, when we ſhall fear them in ourſelves, and, 
finding our fins at leaſt equal, ſhall tremble at the ex- 
pectation of the ſame deſerved puniſhments. God 
intends not only revenge in his execution, but refor- 
mation; as good princes regard not ſo much the 
{mart of the evil paſt, as the prevention of the future, 
which is never attained, but when we make applica- 
tions of God's hand, and draw common cauſes out of 
God's particular proceedings. 

I do not hear David fay, Surely this man is guilty 
of ſome ſecret ſin that the world knows not ; God 


hach met with him, there is no danger to us; why 


ſhould I be diſcouraged to ſee God juſt? We may go 
on ſafely and proſper. But here his foot ſtays, and 
his hand falls from his inſtrument, and his tongue is 
ready to tax his own unworthineſs; How /hall the 

| ark 
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art of the Lord come unto That heart is car- 
nal and proud, that thinks any man worſe than him- 
ſelf. David's fear ſtays his progreſs ; perhaps he 
might have proceeded with good ſucceſs, but he dares 
not venture, where he ſees ſuch a deadly check. It 
is better to be too feantul, than too forward, in thoſe 
affairs which do immediately concern God. As it 
is not good to refrain from holy buſineſfles, ſo it is 
worſe to do them ill; awfulneſs is a fate interpreter 
of God's ſecret actions, and a wiſe guide of ours. 
This event hath holpen Obed-edom to a gueſt he 
looked not for; God ſhall now ſojourn in the houſe 
of him, in whoſe heart he dwelt before by a ſtrong 
faith, elſe the man durit not have undertaken to re- 


ceive that dreadful ark, which David himſelf feared 


to harbour. O the courage of an honeſt and faithful 
heart! Obed-edom knew well enough what flaughter 
the ark had made among the Philiſtines, and after 
that among the Bet h- ſbemites, and now he ſaw Uz2zah 
ly dead before him; yet doth he not make any ſcruple 
of entertaining it; neither doth he ſay, My neighbour 
Abinadab was a careful and religious hoſt to the 
ark, and is now paid with the blood of his fon ; how 
ſhall I hope to ſpeed better? but he opens his doors 
with a bold cheerfulneſs, and, notwithſtanding all 
thoſe terrors, bids God welcome. Nothing can make 


God not amiable to his own; even his very juſtice is 


lovely. Holy men know how to rejoice in the Lord 


with trembling, and can fear without diſcouragement. 


The God of heaven will not receive any thing from 
men on free coſt ; he will pay liberally for his lodg- 
ing, a plentiful bleſſing upon Obed-edom, and all his 
houthold. It was an honour to that zealous Gittite, 
that the ark ſhould come under his roof; yet God re- 
wards that honour with benediction: never man was 
a loſer by true godlineſs. The houſe of Obed-edom 
cannot this while want obſervation ; the eyes of Da- 

vid 
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vid and all Iſrael werd never off from it, to ſee how 
it fared with this entertainment. And now, when 
they find nothing but a gracious acceptation aud ſen- 
ſible blefling, the good king of 1/rae/ takes new heart, 
and haſtens to fetch the ark into his royal city. The 
view of God's favours upon the godly, is no ſmall 
encouragement to confidence and obedience. Doubt- 


leſs, Obed-edem was not free from ſome weakneſles : 


if the Lord ſhould have taken the advantage of judg- 
ment againſt him, what Mraelites had not been diſ- 


heartened from attending the ark? Now David and 


Iſrael were not more affrighted with the vengeance 
upon U22z@h, than encouraged by the bleſſing of O- 
bed-edom. The wiſe God doth fo order his juſt and 
merciful proceedings, that the awfulneſs of men may 
be tempered with love. Now the ſweet ſinger of /, 
rael reviv::s his holy muſic, and adds both more ſpi- 
rit and more pomp to ſo devout a buſineſs. I did not 
before hear of trumpets, nor dancing, nor ſhouting, 
nor ſicrifice, nor the linen ephod. The ſenſe of 
God's paſt diſpleaſure doubles our care to pleaſe him, 
and our joy in his recovered approbation; we never 
make ſo much of our health as after ſickneſs, not 
never are ſo officious to our friend as after an un- 
kindneſs. In the firſt ſetting out of the ark, David's 


fear was at leaſt an equal match to his joy; therefore, 
after the firſt ſix paces, he offered a ſacrifice, both to 


pacify God and thank him: but now when they ſaw 
no ſign of diſlike, they did more freely let themſelves 


. looſe to a fearleſs joy, and the body ſtrove to expreſs 


the holy affection of the ſoul ; there was no limb, no 
part that did not profeſs their mirth by motion, no 
noiſe of voice or inſtrument wanted to aſſiſt their ſpi- 
ritual jollity: David led the way, dancing with all his 
might in his linen ephod. Uz2ah was till in his eye, 
he durſt not uſurp upon a garment of prieſts, but will 


| borrow their colour to grace the ſolemnity, though 


he 
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he dare not the faſhion. White was ever the colour 
of joy, and linen was light for uſe: therefore he co- 
vers his princely robes with white linen, and means 
to honour himſelf by his conformity to God's mini- 
ſters. Thoſe, that think there is diſgrace in the e- 
phod, are far from the ſpirit of the man after God's 
own heart : neither can there be a greater argument 
of a foul ſoul, than a diſlike of the glorious calling of 
God. Barren Michal hath too many ſons that ſcorn 
the holy habit and exerciſes. She looks through her 
window, and, ſeeing the attire and geſtures of her de- 
vout huſband, deſpiſeth him in her heart, neither can 
ſhe conceal her contempt, but, like Saus daughter, 
caſts it proudly in his face : O how glorious was the 
ting of Iſrael this day, which was uncovered this 
day in the eyes of the maidens of his ſervants, as a 
fool uncovereth himſelf / Worldly hearts can fee no- 
thing in actions of zeal, but folly and madneſs. Pi- 

ety hath no reliſh to rheir palate, but diſtaſteful. 
David's heart did never ſwell ſo much at any re- 
proach, as this of his wife; his love was for the time 
lolt in his anger; and, as a man impatient of no affront 
ls much as in the way of his devotion, he returns a 
bitter check to his Michal; It was before the Lord, 
which choſe me rather than thy father, and all his 
beuſe, &. Had not Michal twitted her huſband 
with the ſhame of his zeal, ſhe had not heard of 
the ſhameful rejection of her father; now, ſince ſhe 
will be forgetting whoſe wife ſhe was, ſhe ſhall be 
put in mind whoſe daughter ſhe was. Contumelies, 
that are caſt upon us in the cauſes of God, may fafe- 
ly be repaid. If we be meal-mouthed in the ſcorns 
of religion, we are not patient, but zealleſs: here we 
may not forbear her that lies in our boſom. If Da- 
vid had not loved Michal dearly, he had never ſtood 
upon thoſe points with Abner : he knew, that if Ab- 
ner came to him, the kingdom of el would ac- 
| company 
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company him; and yet he ſends him the charge of 
not ſecing, his face, except he brought Michal, SauPs 
daughter, with him; as if he would not regard the 
crown of 1/rael, while he wanted that wife of his: 
yet here he takes her up roundly, as if ſhe had been 
an enemy, not a partner of his bed. All relations are ( 
aloof off, in compariſon of that betwixt God and the 8 
ſoul. He that loves father or mother, or wife, ar * 
child, better than me, (ſaith our Saviour) 1s not wor- 
thy of me. Even the higheſt delights of our hearts 7 
muſt be trampled upon, when they will ſtand out f 


in rivalry with God. O happy reſolution of the MW ** 
royal prophet, and prophetical king of 1/rael /- ] 23 


will be yet more wile than thus, and will be low in G 
mine own fight. He knew this very abaſement he- 85 
roical ; and that the only way to true glory, is not , 


to be alhamed of our loweſt humiliation unto God. * 
Well might he promiſe himſelf honour from thoſe 2 


whoſe contempt the had threatened. The hearts of 1 
men are not their own; he that made them over- rules N 
them, and inclines them to an honourable conceit of h 

thoſe that honour their Maker : fo as holy men have * 


oft-times inward reverence, even where they have 1“ 
outward indignities. David came to bleſs his houſe, 0 0 
Michal brings a curſe upon herſelf : her ſcorns ſhall * 
make her childleſs to the day of her death. Barren- 8 
neſs was held in thoſe times none-of the leaſt judg- . 
ments. God doth ſo revenge David's quarrel upon me 
Michal, that her ſudden dif: grace {hall be recompen- as 
ſed with perpetual : ſhe ſhall not be held w orthy to — ? 


bear a ſon to him whom ſhe unjuſtly contemned. 
How juſt is it with God to provide whips for the backs 
of ſcorners! It is no marvel, if thoſe that mock at 
goodneſs be plagued with continual fruitleſnefß. 


Co- 
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Cox TEM. II. MEPHIBOSHETH and Z IBA. 


O ſoon as ever David can but breathe himſelf from 
the public cares, he caſts back his thoughts to 

to the dear remembrance of his Jonathan. Saul's ſer- 
rant is likely to give him the beſt intelligence of Saul's 
ſons: the queſtion is therefore moved to Ziba, Re- 
maineth there none of the houſe of Saul? And, 
Jeſt ſuſpicion might conceal the remainders of an e- 
mulous line, in fear of revenge intended, he adds, 
On whom I may fhew the mercy of Gd for Jo- 
nathan's e ñ O friendſhip worthy of the me- 
numents of eternity; fit only to requite him whoſe 
loye was more than the love of women ! He doth not 
fay, is there any of the houſe of Jonathan, but of 
Saul ; that, for his friend's fake, he may ſhew fayour 
to the poſterity of his perſecutor. Jonathan's love 
could not be greater than Saul's malice, which alſo 
ſurvived long in his iſſue, from whom David found a 
buſy and ſtubborn rivality for the crown of //-oel ; yet, 
as one that gladly buried all the hoſtility of Saul's 
houſe in Jonathan's grave, he aſks, [s there any 
man left of Saul's houſe, that I may ſhew him mer- 
cy for Jonathan's ſake? It is true love, that, over- 
living the perſon of a friend, will be inherited of his 
ſeed ; but to love the poſterity of an enemy in a friend, 
it is a miracle of friendſhip. The formal amity of 
the world is confined to a face, or to the poſſibility of 
recompenſe languiſhing in the diſability, and dying 
in the deceaſe of the party affected. That love was 
ever falſe -that is not ever conſtant, and the moſt 
operative when it cannot be either known or requited. 
To cut off all unquiet competition for the kingdom 
of Marl, the providence of God had ſo ordered, that 
there is none left of the houſe of Saul, beſides the 
ſons of his concubines, fave only young and lame Ae- 
phibeſheth ; ſo young, that he was bur fiye years of 
Vo“, II. B age, 
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age, when David entered upon the government af 4; 
1/rael ; 10 lame, that, if his age had fitted, his impa- W of 
tency had made him unfit for the throne. Mephibo. chi 
/heth was not born a cripple, it was an heedlefs nurſe W lay 
that made him ſo, She hearing of the death of Saul ten 
and Jonathan, made ſuch haſte to fly, that her young thu 
maſter was lamed with the fall. Certainly there need : rig 
ed no ſuch ſpeed to run away from David, whoſe love WW ore 
purſues the hidden ſon of his brother Jonathan. How fat 
often doth qur ignorant miſtaking, cauſe us to run diſa 
from our beſt friends, and to catch knocks and maims call 
of them that profeſs our protection vin 
Mephibeſheth could not come otherways than fear- nity 
fully into the preſenge of David, whom he knew ſa a d 
long, fo ſpitefully oppoſed by the houſe of Saul. He the 
could not be ignorant, that the faſhion of the world is in « 
to build their own ſecurity upon the blood of the op- of 
polite faction; neither to think themſelves ſafe, while God 
any branch remains ſpringing out of that root of their Ill -fire 
emulatien, Seaſonably doth David therefore firſt ex- Wſ a te 
pel all thoſe unjuſt doubts, ere he adminiſter his fur. /er 
ther cordials; Fear not, for I will ſurely ſhew thee and 
kindneſs fer Jonathan thy father's ſake, and will re- Th 
tore thes all the fields of Saul thy father, and thu WW mer 
Salt eat bread at my table continually. + mad 
Da did can ſee neither Saul's blood, nor lame legs der 
[Y in Mephibe/heth, while he ſees in him the features of WW ly f 
FE. his friend Jonathan: how much leſs ſhall the God of his 
mercies regard our infirmities, or the corrupt blood ciou 
of our ſi 14 progenitors, while he beholds us in the our 
face of his Son, in whom he is well pleaſed, befc 
Favours are wont ſo much more to affect us, as they bled 
are leſs expected by us. Mephiboſheth, as overjoyed IF nels 
' with ſo comfortable a word, and confounded in him- and 
ſelf at the remembrance of the contrary deſervings of I with 
his family, bows himſelf to the earth, and ſays, What ourſ 
is thy 4 want, that thou H, »laft look upon 4 Like 
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dead dog as I am? I find no defect of wit, though 
of limbs, in Mephiboſbeth, he knew himſelf the grand- 
child of the king of 1/rael, the ſon of Jonathan, tlie 
lawful. heir of both; yet in regard of his own impo- 
rency, and the treſpaſs and rejection of his houſe, he 
thus abaſeth hinifelf unto David. Humiliation is a 
right uſe of God's affliction. What if he was born 
great? If the fin of his grandfather hath loſt his e- 
ſtate, and the hand of his nurſe ' hath deformed and 
diſabled his perſon, he now forgets what he was, and 
calls himTelf worſe than he is, 4 dog. Yet, 4 li- 
ving dog is better than a- dead lion. There is dig- 
nity and comfort in life; Mephiboſheth is therefore 
a dead dog unto David. It is not for us to nouriſh 
the ſame ſpirits in our adverſe eſtate, that we found 
in our higheſt proſperity. What uſe have we made 
of God's hand, if we be not the lower with our fall? 
God intends we ſhould carry our croſs, not make a 
fire of it to warm us: it is no bearing up our fails in 
a tempeſt. Good David cannot diſ-eſteem Mephibo- 
eth ever the more for diſparaging himſelf; he loves 
and honours this humility in the fon of Jonather. 
There is no more certain way to glory and advance- 
ment, than a lowly dejection of ourſelves. He that 
made himſelf a dog, and therefore fit only to ly un- 
der the table, yea a dead dog, and therefore fit on- 
ly for the ditch, is raiſed up to the table of a king ; 
his ſeat ſhall be honourable, yea royal, his fare deli- 
cious, his attendance noble, How much more will 
our gracious God lift up our heads unto true honour 
before men and angels, if we can be ſincerely hum- 
bled in his fight ? If we miſcal ourſelves in the mean- 
nels of our conceits to him, he gives us a new name, 
and ſets us at the table of his glory. It is contrary 
with God and men; if they reckon of us as we et 
ourſelves, he values us according to our abaſements. 
Like a prince truly munificent and faithful, David 

B 2 | Pro- 
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promiſes and performs at once: Ziba, Saul's ſervant, 
hath the charge given him of the execution of that 
royal word; He fhall be the bailif of this great 
husbandry of his maſter Mephibotheth. The land 
of Saul, however forteited, ſhall know no other ma- 
ſter than Saul's grand- child. As yet, Saul's ſervant 
had ſped better than his ſon. I read of twenty ſer- 
vants of Ziba, none of Mephiboſbeth. Earthly poſ- 
ſeſſions do not always admit of equal diviſions. The 
wheel is now turned up, Mephiboſheth is a prince, 
Ziba is his officer. I cannot but pity the condition 
of this good ſon of Jonathan : into ill hands did honeſt 
Mephiboſheth fall, firſt of a careleſs nurſe, then of 
a treacherous ſervant; ſhe maimed his body, he would 
have overthrown his eſtate. After ſome years of eye- 
ſer vice to Mephiboſheth, wicked Ziba intends to give 
him a worſe fall than his nurſe. Never any court 
was free from detracters, from delators, who, if they 
ſee a man to be a cripple, that he cannot go to ſpeak 
for himſelf, will be telling tales of him in the ears of 
the great: ſuch an one was this perfidious Ziba, who, 
taking the opportunity of David's flight from his fon 
Abſalem, follows him with a fair preſent, and a falſe 
tale, accuſing his impotent maſter of a foul and trai- 
terous ingratitude, Jabcuring to tread upon his lame 
lord, to raiſe himſelf to honour. True-hearted Mephi- 
boſheth bad as good a will as the beſt; if he could 
have commanded legs, he had not been left behind 
David: now, that he cannot go with him, he will not 
be well without him, and therefore puts himſelf to a 
wilful and ſullen penance, for the abſence and dan- 
ger of his king; he will nor ſo much as pur on clean 
clothes for the time, as he that could not have any 
joy in himſelf for the want of his lord David. Un- 
conſcionable miſcreants care not how they collogue, 
whom they ſlander for a private advantage. Lewd 


Ziba comes with a gift in his hand, and a ſmooth tale 
in 
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in his mouth: O fir, you thought you had a Jonathan 


at home, but you will find a Sau,; it were pity but 
he ſhould be ſet at your table, that would fit in your 
throne! You thought Saul's land would have con- 
tented Mephiboſbeth, but he would have all yours; 
though he be lame, yet he would be climbing: would 
you have thought that this cripple could be plotting 
for your kingdom, now that you are gone aſide ? IV- 
boſheth will never die while Mephiboſheth lives. 
How did he now forget his impotence, and raiſed up 
his ſpirits in hope of a day; and durſt ſay, that now 
the time was come, wherein the crown ſhould revert 
to Saul's true heir. O viper! if a ſerpent bite in ſe- 
cret when he is not charmed, no better is a ſlander- 
er. Honeſt Mephibo/heth, in good manners, made a 
dead dog of himſelf, when David offered him the fa- 
your of his board; but Ziba would make him a very 
dog indeed, an ill-natured cur, that, when David did 
thus kindly feed him at his own table, would not on- 
ly bite his fingers, but fly at his throat. 

But what (hall we ſay to this? Neither earthly 
ſovereignty, nor holineſs, can exempt men from human 
infirmity. Wiſe and good David hath now but one 
ear, and that miſled with credulity. His charity in 
believing Ziba, makes him uncharitable in diſtrutting, 
in cenſuring Mephiboſheth. The detractor hath not 
only ſudden credit given him, but Saul's land. Je- 
nathan's ſon hath loſt (unheard) that inheritance which 
was given him unſought. Hearſay is no fafe ground 
of any judgment: Ziba ſlanders, David believes, Me- 
phiboſheth ſuſſers. 

Lies ſhall not always proſper: God will not abide 
the truth to be ever oppreſſed. At laſt Jonathan's 
lame ſon ſhall be found as ſound in heart as lame in 
his body; he, whoſe foul was like his father Jonga- 
than's foul, whoſe body was like to his grandfather 
Saul's ſoul, meets David, as it, was high time, upon 

| his 
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his return, beſtirs his tongue to diſcharge himſelf of 
ſo foul a ſlander; the more horrible the crime had 
been, the more villanous was the unjuſt ſuggeſtion 
of it, and the more neceſſary was a juſt apology; 
ſweetly therefore, and yet paſſionately doth he labour 
to greaten David's favours to him, his own obliga- 


tions and vileneſs; ſhewing himſelf more affected with 


his wrong, than with his loſs; welcoming David home 
with a thankful neglect of himſelf, as not caring that 
Ziba had his ſubſtance, now that he had his king. 
David is ſatisfied, Mephiboſheth reſtored to Tfvyour 
and lands: here are two kind hearts well met, Da- 
vid is full of ſatisfaction from Mephiboſheth ; Mephi- 
boſheth runs over with joy in David : David, like a 


gracious king, gives Mephiboſheth, as before, Saul's 


lands to halves with Ziba; Mephiboſheth like a 
king, gives all to Ziba, for joy that God had given him 
David; all had been well, if Ziba had fared worſe. 
Pardon me, O holy and glorious ſoul of a prophet, 
of a king, after God's own heart, I muſt needs blame 
thee for mercy; a fault that the beſt and moſt gene- 
rous natures are moſt ſubject to: it is pity that ſo good 
a thing ſhould do hurt; yet we find that the beſt, miſ- 
uſed, is moſt dangerous. Who ſhould be the pattern 
of kings, but the King of God? Mercy is the goodlieſt 
flower in his crown, much more in theirs, but with 
a difference, God's mercy is infinite, theirs limited ; 
he ſays, I will have mercy on whom I will: they 
muſt ſay, I will have mercy on whom 1 ſhould. 
And yet he, for all his infinite mercy, hath veſſels 
of wrath, ſo muſt they; of whom his juſtice hath 
ſaid, Thine eye ſhall not ſpare them. A good 
man is pitiful to his beaſt ; ſhall he therefore make 
much of toads and ſnakes! O that Ziba ſhould go 
away with any poſſeſſion, ſave of ſhame and ſorrow, 
that he ſhould be coupled with a Mephiboſbeth in a 

| partner- 
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f I partnerſhip of eſtates! O that David had changed the 


d word a little! ad 

. A diviſion was due here indeed; but of Ziba's ears 

from his head, or his head from his ſhoulders, for go- 

r ing about ſo maliciouſly to divide David from the fon 
„of Jonathan: an eye for an eye was God's rule. If 

h that had been true, which Ziba ſuggeſted againſt Me- 

e Phiboſbeth, he had been worthy to loſe his head with 
this lands; being falſe, it had been but reaſon Ziba ; 
>, ſhould have changed heads with Mephibo/beth. Had ; 
ir not holy David himſelf been fo ſtung with venomous 
tongues, that” he cries our, in the bitterneſs of his 

foul, What reward ſhall be given thee, O thou 

falſe tongue even ſharp arrows with hot burnin 

coals, He that was ſo ſenſible of himſelf in Doeg's 

wrong, doth he feel ſo little of Mephiboſheth in Ziba's? 

Are theſe the arrows of David's quiver ? are theſe his / 
hot burning coals? Thou and Ziba divide. He 

t, chat had ſaid, Their tongue is a ſharp ſword ; now, 

e chat the ſword of juſt revenge is in his hand, is this 

> © the blow he gives? Divide the poſſeſſion. I know 

d IF not whether exceſs or want of mercy may prove molt 
dangerous in the great; the one diſcourages good in- 

n tentions with fear, de other may encourage wicked 

ſt practices through preſumption ; thoſe that are in emi- 

h nent place muſt learn the mid-way betwixt both; fo 

pardoning faults, that they may not provoke them; 

y I fo puniſhing them, that they may not diſhearten vir- 

d. wous and well-meant actions; they mult learn to ſing 

1s that abſolute ditty, whereof David had here forgot- 

h ten one part, of mercy and judgment. 


CoN TEM. III. HAN uN and Davip's am- 
baſſadors. 

70 ; 

*, JT is not the meaning of religion to make men un- 0 

a 11 civil. If the king of Ammon were heatheniſh, 


r- © jet his kindneſs may be acknowledged, may be return- 
ed 
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ed by the king of {/rarl. I fay not, but that perhaps 
David might maintain too ſtrait à league with that for: 


.adden. nation. A little friendſhip is enough to an 


idolater; but even the ſavage Canmbals may receive 
an anſwer of outward courteſy. If a very dog fawn 


upon us, we ſtroke him on the head, and clap him 


on the fide; much leſs is the common band of huma. 
nity untied by grace. Diſparity, in ſpiritual pro- 
feſſions, is no warrant for — He therefore, 
whoſe good nature proclaimed to ſhew mercy to any 
branch of Saul's houſe for Jonathan's ſake, will now 
alſo ſhew kindneſs to Hanun, for the ſake of Nahaſh 
his father. 

It was the ſame Naha/h that offered the cruel con- 
dition to the men of Jabeſß-Gilead, of thruſting out 


their right eyes for the admiſſion into his covenant, 


He that was thus bloody,in his deſigns againſt 1/ael, 


yet was kind to David,; perhaps for no cauſe ſo 


much as Sau/'s oppoſition; and yet even this favour is 
held worthy both of memory and retribution, Where 
we have the acts of courteſy, it is not neceſſary we 
ſhould enter into a ſtrict examination of the grounds 
of it; while the benefit is ours, let the intention be 
their own. Whatever the hearts of men are, we muſt 
look at their hands, and repay, not what they meant, 
but what they did. 

Nahaſh is dead, David ſends ambaſſadors to con- 
dole his loſs, and to comfort his ſon Hanun. No 
Ammonite but is ſadly affected with the death of 4 
father, though it gain him a kingdom. Even Han 
could, ſay, The days of mourning for my father 
will come; no earthly advantage can fill up the 
gap of nature. Thoſe children are worſe than Am- 
monites, that can think either gain or liberty worthy 
to counter vail a parent's loſs, 

Carnal men are wont to meaſure another's foot by 


their own laſt; their own falſhood makes them ” 
jut [ 
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juſtly ſuſpicious of others. The princes of Ammon, 
becauſe they are guilty to their own hollowneſs and 
doubleneſs of heart, are ready ſo to judge of David 
and his meſſengers; Thinkeſt 't hou 2 David doth 
honour thy father, that he hath ſent comforters unto 
thee? | Hath not David rather ſent his own ſervants 
ts thee to ſearch the city, and to ſpie it out, to over-' 
throw it. It is hard for a wicked heart to think well 
of any other ; becauſe it can think none better than 
itſelf, and knows itſelf evil. The freer a man is 
from vice himſelf, the more charitable he uſes to be 
unto others. 

Whatſoever David was, particularly in his own per- 
ſon, it was ground enough of prejudice, that he was 
an Iſraelite. It was an hereditary and deep ſettled 
hatred that the Ammonites had conceived againſt their 
brethren of J/-ae/; neither can they forget that 
ſhameful and fearful foil which they received from 
the reſcuers of Fabe/h-Gilead ; and now {till do they 
ſtomach at the name of //rae/. Malice, once concei- 
ved in worldly hearts, is not caſily extinguithed, bur, 
upon all occaſions, is ready to break forth into a flame 
of revengeful actions. 

Nothing can be more dangerous, chad for young 
princes to meet, with ill counſel in the entrance of 
their goyernment; for both then are they more prone 
to take it, and molt difticultly recovered from it: if 
we be ſet ont of our way in the beginning of our 
journey, we wander all the day. How happy is that 
ſtate, where both the counſellors are faithful to give 
only good advice, and the king wife to diſcern. good 
advice from evil. The young — of Ammen is 
oy drawn to believe his peers, and to miſtruſt the 
meſtengers; and having now, in his conceit, turne] 


them into ſpies, entertains them with a ſcornful du- 
grace; he ſhaves off one half of their beards, and cuts 


off one half of their garments, expoſing them to the 
Vor. II. C deriſion 
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deriſion of all beholders. The [/-aelites were forbid- 
den either a ſhaven beard, or a ſhort garment; in 
deſpite, perhaps, of their law, theſe ambaſſadors are 
ſent away with both; certainly in a deſpite of their 
maſter, and a ſcorn of their perſons. 

King David is not a little ſenſible of the abuſe of his 
meſſengers, and of himſelf in them; firſt therefore he 
deſires to hide their ſhame, then to revenge it. Man 
hath but a double ornament of body, the one of na- 
ture, the other of art; the natural ornament is the 
hair, the artificial is apparel; David's meſſengers are 
deformed in both: the one 1s eaſily ſupplied by a new 
ſuit, the other can only be ſupplied out of the ward- 
robe of time; Tarry at Jericho till your beards be 
rown. How eaſily had this deformity been remo- 


ved, if, as Hanun had ſhaven one fide of their faces, 


ſo they had ſhaven the other? What had this been but 
to reſemble their younger age, or that other ſex, in 
neither of which do we uſe to place any imagination 
of unbeſceming ? Neither did there want ſome of their 
neighbour nations, whoſe faces age itfelf had not 
wont to cover with this ſhade of hair. But ſo re- 
ſpective is good David, and his wiſe ſenators, of their 
country forms, that they ſhall, by appointment, ra- 
ther tarry abroad, till time have wrought their con- 
formity, than vary from the received faſhions of their 
_ own people. Alas, into what a licentious variety of 
. ſtrange diſguiſes are we fallen! The glory of attire is 
_ ſought in novelty, in miſhapenneſs, in monſtrouſneſs: 

there is much latitude, much liberty in the uſe of theſe 
indifferent things; but, becauſe we are free, we may 
not run wild, and never think we have ſcope enough, 

unleſs we out- run modeſty. 


It is lawful for public perſons to feel their own. 


indignities, and to endeavour their revenge. Now, 
David ſends all the hoſt of the mighty men to puniſh 
Ammon tor ſo tou! an abuſe. Thoſe, that received the 

meſſengers 
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meſſengers of his love with ſcorn and infolency, ſhall 
now be ſeverely ſaluted with the meſſengers of his 
wrath. It is juſt both with God and men, that they, 
who know not how to take favours aright, ſhould 
ſmart with judgments. Kindneſs repulſed breaks forth 
into indignation; how much more, when it is repaid 
with an injurious affront ! Fein 
David cannot but feel his own cheeks ſhaven, and 
his own coat cut in his ambaſſadors; rhey did but carry 
his perſon to Hanun ; neither can he therefore but 
appropriate to himſelf the kindneſs or injury offered 
unto them. He that did ſo take to heart the cutting 
off but the lap of king Saul's garment, when it was 
laid aſide from him, how muſt he needs be affected 
with this diſdainful halving of his hair and robes in 
the perſon of his deputies! The name of ambaſſa- 
dors hath ever been ſacred, and, by the univerſal 
law of nations, hath carried in it ſufficient protection 
from all public wrongs ; neither hath it been violated 
without a revenge. O God, what ſhall we ſay to 
thoſe notorious contempts, which are daily caſt upon 
thy ſpiritual meſſengers! Is it poſſible thou ſhouldſt 
not feel them, thou ſhouldſt not avenge them? We 
are made a gazing ſtock to the world, to angels and 
to men; we are deſpiſed and trodden down in the duſt 
Who hatt believed our report; and to wwhom 1s the arm 
of the Lord revealed | 
How obſtinate are wicked men in their perverſe re- 
ſolutions! Thoſe fooliſh Ammonztes had rather hire 
Syrians to maintain a war againſt //rael in ſo foul a 
quarrel, beſides the hazard of their own lives, than 
confeſs the error of their jealous miſcanſ{truftion. - 
It is one of the mad principles of wickedneſs, that 
it is a weakneſs to relent, and rather to die than 
yield. Even ill cauſes, once undertaken, muſt be up- 
held, although with blood; whereas the gracious 
heart, finding his own miſtaking, doth not only _— 
2 0 
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of an ungrounded diſpleaſure, but ſtudics to be re- 
yenged of itſelf, and to give fatisfaction to the offended, 

The mercenary Syrians are drawn to venture their 
lives for a fee; twenty thouſand of them are hired 
into the field againſt /-ae/. Fond Pagans, that knew 
not the value of a man; their blood coſt them no- 
thing, and they care not to ſell it good-cheap | How 
can we think thoſe men have ſouls, that eſteem a little 
white earth above themſelves? that never inquire in- 
to the juſtice of the quarrel, but rhe rate of the pay? 
that can rifle for drams of filver in the bowels of 
their own fleſh, and either kill or dic for a day's 
* ages? 

' Foab, the wiſe general of 1/rael, ſoon finds where 
the ſtrength of the battle lay, and ſo marſhals his 
troops, that the choice of his men ſhall encounter the 
van- guard of the Syrians. His brother Abiſhai leads 
the reſt againſt the children of Ammon, with this co- 
venant of mutual affiſtance, IF the Syrians be too ſtrong 
for me, then thou ſhalt help me; but if the children of 
Ammon be too ſtrong for thee, then will I come ard 
help thee. It is an happy thing, when the captains of 
God's people join togerher as brethren, and lend rheir 
band to the aid of each other againſt the common ad- 
verſary. Concord in defence, or aſſault, is rhe way 
to victory; ; as, contrarily, the diviſion of the leaders 
is the overthrow of the army. | 

Set afide ſome particular actions, Foab was a Wor- 
thy captain, both for wiſdom and valour. Who could 
either exhort or reſolve better than he?” Be of good 
oeurage, and let us play the men, for our people, ant 
fer the citiet of our Gad; and the Lord do that which 
feemeth him geod / It is not either private glory or 
profit that whets his fortitude, but the refpe& ro the 
eauſe of God and his people. That ſoldier can ne- 
ver anſwer it to God, that ſtrikes not more as a ju- 
liciar, than as an chemy; neither doth he content 

himſelf 
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liimſelf with his own courage, but he animates others. 
The tongue of a commander fights more than his 
hand. It is enough tor private men to exerciſe what 
life and limbs they have: a good leader muſt, out of 
his own abundancce, put life and ſpirits into all o- 
thers; if a lion lead ſheep into the field, there is hope 
of victory. Laſtly, when he hath done his beſt, he 
reſolves to depend upon God for the iſſue, not truſt⸗ 
ing to his ſword, or his bow, but to the providence 
of the Almighty, for ſucceſs, as a man religiouſly aw- 
ful, and awfully confident, while there ſhould be no 
want in their own endeavours. He knew well that 
the race was not to the ſwift, nor the battle to the 
ſtrong, therefore he looks up above the hills, whence 
cometh his ſalvation. All valour is cowardice to that 
which is built upon religion. 

| marvel not to fee Joab victorious, while he is thus 
godly. The Syrians fly before him like flocks of 
ſheep, the Ammonites follow them: the two ſons of 
Zeruiah have nothing to do but to purſue and exe- 
cute. The throats of the Ammonites are cut, for 
cutting the beards and coats of the //raeliti/h meſſen- 
gers: neither doth this revenge end in the field, Rab- 
bah, the royal city of Ammon, is ſtrongly beleagured 
by Foab : the City of Waters (after well-near a year's 
kege) yieldeth, the reſt can no longer hold out. Now 
Joab, as one that defireth more to approve himſelf a 
loyal and a careful ſubject, than a happy general, ſends. 
to his maſter David, that he ſhould come perſonally, 
and encamp againſt che city, and take it; Left, (ſaithi 
he,) I take it, and it be called after my name. O 
noble and admirable fidelity of a dutiful ſervant, that 
prefers his lord to himſelf, and is fo far from ſteal! ing 
honour from his maiter's deſerts, that he willingly re- 
mits of his own to add unto his! The war was not 
his, he was only employed by his arr, the fame 

erſon, that was wronged in the ambaſſadors, rever- 
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eth by his ſoldiers. The praiſe of the a& ſhall, like 


Fountain water, return-to the ſea, whence it original- 
ly came. Io ſeek a man's own glory, is not glory. 
Alas, how many are there, who, being ſent to ſue for 
God, -woo for themſelves! O God, it is a fearful 

thing to rob thee of that which is deareſt to thee, glo- 


; which; as thou wilt not give to any creature, ſo 


much leſs wilt thou' endure that any creature ſhould 
filch it from thee, and give it to himſelf! Have thou 


the honour of all our actions, who givelt a being to 


our actions and us, and in both haſt moſt juſtly re- 
garded thine own praiſe. 


Genen u Davip with BATHS HE BA and | 


URIaH. 


Wirn. what unwillingneſs, ni what fear, do 
I ſtill look upon the miſcarriage of the man 
after God's own heart! O holy prophet, who can 
promiſe himſelf always to ſtand, when he ſees thee 
fallen, and maimed with the fall! Who can aſſure him- 
ſelf of an immunity from the fouleſt fins, when - he 
ſees thee offending ſo heinouſly, ſo bloodily? Let 
profane eyes behold thee contentedly, as a pattern, as 
an excuſe of ſinning; I ſhall never look upon thee but 
thro” tears, as a woful ſpectacle of human- infirmity. 

While Foab and all 1/-az/ were buſy in the war a- 
gainſt Ammon, in the ſiege of Rabbah, Satan finds 
time to lay fiege to the fecure heart of David. Who- 

ever found David thus tempted, thus foiled in the 
days of his buſy wars? Now only do I ſte the king 
of 1/rae! riſing from his bed in the evening: the time 
was, when he roſe up in the morning to his early de- 
votions, when he brake his nightly reſt with public 
cares, with the buſineſs of the ſtate; all that while he 
was innocent, he was holy: but now that he wallows 


in the bed of idlenefs, he is fit to invite temptation. 
The 
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The induſtrious man hath no leiſure to ſin. The idle 
hath neither leiſure nor power to avoid ſin. Exerciſe 
lis not more wholeſome for the body than for the ſoul, 
the remiſſion whereof, breeds matter of diſeaſe in both. 
The water that hath been heated ſooneſt freezeth. 
ne moſt active ſpirit ſooneſt tireth with flackening. 
The earth ſtands ſtill, and is all dregs: the heavens 
ever move, and are pure. We have no reaſon to 
-omplain of the aſſiduity of work ; the toil of action is 
mſwered by the benefit; if we did leſs, we ſhould 
ſuffer more. Satan, like an idle companion, if he 
inds us buſy, flies back, and ſees it no time to enter- 
tain vain purpoſes with us: we cannot pleaſe him 
etter, than by caſting away our work, to hold char 
ich him; we cannot yield ſo far, and be guiltleſs. 
Even David's eyes have no ſooner the ſleep rubbed 
put of them, than they rove to wanton proſpects: he 
alks upon his roof, and ſees Bath/heba waſhing her- 
elf, inquires after her, ſends for her, ſolicits her to 
incleanneſs. The ſame ſpirit, that ſhut up his eyes 
n an unſeaſonable ſleep, opens them upon an entice- 
ng object; while ſin hath ſuch a ſolicitor, it cannot 
rant either means or opportunity; I cannot think 
it W3ath/heba could be ſo immodeſt, as to waſh herſelf 
J. penly, eſpecially from her natural uncleanneſs. Luſt 
1- Ws quick-fighted. David hath eſpied her, where ſhe 
Is {Would eſpy no boholder. His eyes recoil upon his 
- ]Waieart, and have ſmitten him with ſinful deſire. 


le There can be no ſafety to that ſoul, where the 
g enſes are let looſe. He can never keep his covenant 
ge ith God, that makes not a covenant with his eyes. 


is an idle preſumption to think the outward man 
ic ray be free, while the inward is ſafe. He is more 
han a man whoſe heart is not led by his y th ; he is 


0 regenerate man, whoſe eyes are not reſtrained by 
18 heart. | | | 


O Bath. 
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O Bathſbeba, how wert thou waſhed from thine 
uncleanneſs, when thou yieldeſt to go into an adul- 
terous bed! never wert thou fo foul, as now when 
thou wert new waſhed. The worſt of nature is clean- 
lineſs to the beſt of fin. Thou hadſt been clean, if thon 
hadit not waſhed ; yet for thee, I know how to plead 
infirmity of ſex, and the importunity of a king: but 
' what ſhall I ſay for thee, O thou royal prophet, and 
prophetical king of 1/rae/? Where ſhall I find ought to 
extenuate that crime, for which God himſelf hath no- 
ted thee? Did not thine holy profeſſion teach thee to 
abhor ſuch a fin' more than death? Was not thy juſtice ed 
wont to puniſh this fin with no leſs than death? Did 


not thy very calling call thee to a protection and pre-. 2? 
ſervation of juſtice, of chaſtity in thy ſubjects? Didi if 
thou want ſtore of wives of thine own? Wert thou re- fia 
ſtrained from taking more? Was there no beauty in. 
Iſcael, but in a ſubject's marriage bed? Wert thou o- ble 
vercome by the vehement ſolicitations of an adulte. wh 
| Teſs? Wert thou not the, tempter, the proſecutor d "© 
this uncleanneſs? I ſhould accuſe thee deeply, if thou 3 


hadſt not accuſed thyſelf; nothing wanted to greaten fc 
thy ſia, or our wonder and fear. O God, whitherfiW ** 
do we go, if thou ſtay us not? Whoever amongſt the 


millions of thy ſervants could find himſelf furniſhed den 
with ſtronger preſervatives again{t fin? Againſt whom hol 
could ſuch a ſin find leis. pretence of prevailing? 0 ou 
keep thou us, that preſumptuous ſins prevail not over ©© 
us; fo only ſhall we be free from great offences. - — 


The ſuits of kings are imperative: ambition did * 
now prove a bawd to luſt. Bat hhſbeba yielded to of c ' 
fend God, to diſhonour her huſband, to clog and un, 


wound her own ſoul, to abuſe her body. Diſhonellyſ W. 
grows bold, when it is countenanced with greatneks * 
Eminent perſons had need be careful of their de oy 


mands; they ſin by authority, that are ſolicited by 
the mighty. 1 \ 
as 
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Had Bath/heba been mindful of her matrimonial 
fidelity, perhaps David had been ſoon checked in his 
inordinate defire; her facility furthers the fin. The 
firſt motioner of evil is moſt faulty; but as in quarrels, 
ſo in offences, the ſecond blow (which is the conſent) 
makes the . fray., Good Joſeph was moved to folly by - 
his great and beautiful miſtreſs; this fire fell upon 
wet tinder, and therefore ſoon went out. 

Sin is not acted alone; if but one party be wile, 
both eſcape. It is no excuſe to ſay, 1 was tempted, 
though by the great, though by the holy and learn- 
ed: almoſt all ſinners are mifled by that transformed 
angel of light. The action is that we mult regard, 
not the perſon. Let the mover be never ſo glorious, 
if he ſtir us to evil, he muft be entertained with de- 
fiance. | 
The God, that knows how to raiſe good out of evil, 
bleſſes an adulterous copulation with that increaſe, 
which he denies to the chaſte embracements of honeſt 
wedlock. Bat hiſbeba hath conceived by David; and 
now at once conceives a forrow and care how to ſmo- 
ther the ſhame of her conception: he, that did the 
fact, muſt hide it. | 

O David, where is thy repentance! where is thy 
tenderneſs and compunction of heart! where are thoſe 
holy meditations, which had wont to take up thy ſoul ! 


Alas, inſtead of clearing thy fin, thou laboureſt to 


cloak it, and ſpendeſt thoſe thoughts in the conceal- 
ing of thy wickedneſs, which thou ſhouldſt rather 
have beſtowed in preventing it. The belt of God's 
children may not only be drenched in the waves of 
ſin, but ly in them for the time, and perhaps ſink 
twice to the bottom: what hypocrite could have done 
worſe, than ſtudy how to cover the face of his fin 
from the eyes of men, while he regarded not the 
ſting of his ſin in his ſoul ? — 


Vol. II. D As 
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As there are ſome acts wherein the hypocrite is a 
ſaint, ſo there are ſome wherein the greateſt ſaint 
upon earth may be an hypocrite. Saul did thus go 
about to colour his fin, and is curſed. The veſſels 
of mercy and wrath are not ever diſtinguiſhable by 
their actions: he makes the difference, that will 
have. mercy on whom he will, and whom he will he 
hardeneth. 

It is rare and hard to commit a ſingle fin. David 
hath abuſed the wife of Uriah, now he would abuſe 
his perſon, in cauſing him to father a falſe ſeed. That 
worthy Hittite is ſent for from the wars; and now, 
after ſome cunning and far-fetched queſtions, is diſ. 
miſled to his houſe, not without a preſent of favour. 
David could not but imagine, that the beauty of his 
Bathjheba muſt needs be attractive enough to an huſ- 
band, whom. long abſence in wars had with-held all 
that while from ſo pleaſing .a bed; neither could he 
think, that ſince that face, and thoſe breaſts had power 
to allure himſelf to an unlawful Juſt, it could be poſ- 
ſible, that Uriah ſhould not be invited by them to an 
allowed and warrantable fruition. | 

That David's heart might now the rather ſtrike 
him, in comparing the chaſte reſolutions of bis ſervant 
with his own light incontinence, good Uriah ſleeps 
at the door of the king's palace, making choice of a 
ſony pillow, under the canopy of heaven, rather than 
the delicate bed of her whom he thought as honeſt 
as he knew fair. The ark (faith he) and Iſrael, 
and Judah, dwell in tents, and my lord Joab, and 
| the feroants of my. lord abide in the open fields ; 
fhall I then go 1% my houſe to eat and drink, and 
ly with my wife? by thy life, and by the | ife of thy 
feul, I will not do this thing. 

Who can but be aſtoniſhed at this change, to ſee a 
foldier auſtere, and a prophet wanton ! And how 
| Goth that ſoldier's * ſhame the prophet's wan- 

tounels : 
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tonneſs! O zealous and mortified ſoul, worthy of a 
more faithful wife, of a more juſt maſter, how did(t 
thou over-look all baſe ſenſuality, and hatedſt to be 
happy alone! War and Juſt had wont to be reputed 
friends; thy breaſt is not more full of courage than 
chaſtity, and is ſo far from wandering after forbidden 
pleaſures, that it refuſeth lawful. | 

There is a time to laugh, and a time to mourn ; 
a time to embrace, and a time to be far from em- 
bracing. Even the beſt actions are not always 
ſeaſonable, much leſs the indifferent. He, that ever 
takes liberty to do what he may, ſhall offend no leſs, 
than he that ſometimes takes liberty to do what he 
may not, | 

If any thing, the ark of God is firteſt to lead our 
tunes; according as that is either diſtreſſed, or pro- 
ſpereth, ſhould we frame our mirth or mourning. To 
dwell in cetled houſes, while the temple lies waſte, 
is the ground of God's juſt quarrel. 

Hou fhall we ſing a ſong of the Lord in a ſtrange 
land? If forget thee, O Jeruſalem, let my right- 
band forget her cunning; if I do not remember 
thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth ; yea, 
if I prefer not Jeruſalem to my chief joy. 1 

As every man is a limb of the community, ſo muſt 
he be affected with the eſtate of the univerſal body, 
whether healthful or languiſhing ; it did not more ag- 
gravate David's fin, that while the ark and //rae/ was 
in hazard and diſtreſs, he could find time to looſe the 
reins to wanton deſires and actions, than it magnifies 
the religious zeal of Vriab, that he abandons comfort, 
till he ſee the ark and 1/rael.viftorious. 

Common dangers or calamities muſt (like the rept 
motion) carry our hearts contrary to the ways of our 
private occaſions. He, that cannot be moved with 
words, ſhall be tried with wine. Uriah had equally 
proteſted againſt feaſting 1 home, and ſociety with 
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his wife: to the one, the authority of a king forceth 
him abroad, in hope that the exceſs thereof ſhall force 
him to the other. Ir is like, that holy captain in- 
rended only to yield ſo much obedience, as might 
conſiſt with his courſe of auſterity. But wine is a 


mocker ; when it goes plauſibly in, no man can ima- 


gine how i it will rage and tyrannize : he, that receives 
that traitor within his gates, ſhall too late complain of 
ſurpriſal. Like unto that ill ſpirit, it inſinuates ſweet- 
ly, but in the end it bites like a ſerpent, and hurts 
like a cockatrice, Even good Uriah is made drunk; 
the holieſt ſoul may be overtaken : it is hard gainſay- 
ing, where a king begins an health to a ſubject; where, 
O where will this wickedneſs end! David will now 
procure the fin of another to hide his own. Uria/'s 
drunkenneſs is more David's offence than his. It is 
weakly yielded to of the one, which was wilfully in- 
tended of the other. The one was as the ſinner, the 
other as the tempter. | 

Had not David known that Vine was an induce- 
ment to luſt, he had ſpared thoſe ſuperfluous cups, 
Experience had taught him, that the eye, debauched 
with wine, will look upon ſtrange women. The 
drunkard may be any thing fave good. Yet in this 
the aim failed; grace is ſtronger than wine; while 
that Wirh- holds, 3 in vain {hall the fury of the grape at- 
rempt to carry U r14h to his own bed. Sober David 
is now worſe than drunken Uriah. Had not the king 
of Iſrael been more intoxicate with fin than Uriah 
with drink, he had not, in a ſober intemperance, climb- 
ed up into that bed, which the drunken temperance 
of Uriah reſuſed, 

If David had been but himſelf, how had he loved, 
how had he honoured this honeſt and religious zeal, 
in his ſo faithful ſervant, whom now he cruelly ſecks 
to reward with death! That fact, which wine cannot 
hide, the ſword ſhall. Urzah ſhall bear his own mit- 

timus 
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timus unto Joab Put ye Uriah in the forefront *of 
the ſtrength of the battle, and retire back from 
him, that he may be ſnutten and die. What is 
become of thee, O thou good Spirit, that hadſt wont 
to guide thy choſen ſervant in his former ways! Is 
not this the man, whom we lately ſaw ſo heart-ſmit- 
ten, for but cutting off the lap of the garment of a 
wicked maſter, that is now thus laviſh of the blood of 
a gracious and well-deſerving ſervant! Could it be 
likely, that ſo worthy a captain could fall alone? 
Could David have expiated this fin with his own blood, 
it had been but well ſpent; but to cover his fin with 
the innocent blood of others, was a crime above a- 
ſtoniſhraent. . 

O the deep deceitfulneſs of fin ! Tf the devil ſhould 
have come to David, in the molt lovely form of Bath- 
ſheba herfelf, and at the firſt ſhould have directly, and 
in plain terms, ſolicited him to murder his beſt ſervant, 
doubt not but he would have ſpit ſcorn in that 
face, on which he ſhould otherways have doted ; now, 
by many cunning windings, Satan riſes up to that 

emptation, and prevails ; that ſhall be done for a co- 
lour of guiltineſs, whereof the foul would have hated 
to be immediately guilty : even thoſe, that find a juſt 
horror, in leaping down from ſome high tower, yet 
may be perſuaded to deſcend by ſtairs to the bottom. 
He knows not where he ſhall ſtay, that hath willingly 
ſipt into a known wickedneſs. 

How many doth an eminent offender draw with 
him into evil! It could not be, but that diverſe of 
the attendants, both of David and Bathſbeba, muſt 
be conſcious to that adultery : great mens fins are 
leldom ſecret; and now Joab muſt be fetcht in, as 
acceſſory to the murder. How muſt this example 
needs harden Joab againſt the conſcience of Abner's 
blood! while he cannot but think, David cannot a- 
ſenge that in me, which he acteth himſelf. 


Honour 


_—, eames en x. * 
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Honour is pretended to poor Uriah, death is meant. 
This man was one of the worthies of David,; their 
courage fought glory in the difhculteſt exploits. That 
reputation had never been purchaſed without attempts 
of equal danger. Had not the leader and followers 
of Uriah been more treacherous than his enemies 
were ſtrong, he had come off with victory. Now, 
he was not the firſt or laſt that periſhed by his 
friends. David hath forgotten, that himſelf was in 


like ſort betrayed in his maſter's intention, upon the 


dowry of the Ph1li/tines foreſkins. I fear to aſk, 
who ever noted fo foul a plot in David's rejected pre- 
deceſſor? Uriah muſt be the mefſfenger of his own 
death, Joab muſt be a traitor to his friend; the hoſt of 
God muſt ſhamefully turn their backs upon the Am- 
monites, all that 1/raehtiſh blood muſt be ſhed, that 
murder muſt be ſeconded with diſhmulation ; and all 
this to hide one adultery. O God, thou hadſt never 


ſuffered fo dear a favourite of thine to fall ſo fearfully, 


if thou hadſt not meant to make him an univerſal ex- 


| ample to mankind, of not preſuming, of not deſpair- 


ing. How can we preſume of not ſinning, or deſpair 
for ſinning, when we find ſo great a faint thus fallen, 
thus riſen ! | 


ConTEM. v. NATHAN and Davin. 


Y ET Bath/heba mourned for the death of that 
husband, whom ſhe had been drawn to diſho- 

nour. How could ſhe beſtow tears enough upon that 
funeral, whereof her ſin was the cauſe! If ſhe had 
but a ſuſpicion of the plot of his death, the fountains 
of her eyes could not yield water enough to watlh 
off her husband's blood; her fin was more worthy 
of ſorrow than her loſs, If this grief had been right 
placed, the hope of hiding her ſhame, and the ambi- 
tion to be a queen, had not fo toon mitigated it; nei- 
| ther 
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ther had ſhe, upon any terms, been drawn into the 
bed of her husband's murderer. Every gleam of carth- 
ly comfort can dry up the tears of worldly ſorrow. 
Bathſheba hath foon loſt her grief at the court; the 
remembrance of an husband is buried in the jollity . 
and ſtate of a princeſs. David ſecurely enjoys his ill- 
purchaſed love, and is content to exchange the con- 
ſcience of his ſin, for the ſenſe of his pleaſure. But 
the juſt and holy God will not put it up ſo; he that 
hates fin ſo much the more, as the offender is more 
dear to him, will let David feel the bruiſe of his fall. 
If God's beſt children have been ſometimes ſuffered 
to ſleep in a fin, at laſt he hath awakened them in a 

fright. | 

David was a prophet of God, yet he hath not only 
ſtept into theſe foul fins, but ſojourns in them. If 
auy profeſſion or ſtate of life could have privileged 
from ſin, the angels had not ſinned in heaven, nor 
man in paradiſe. Nathan the prophet is ſent to the 
prophet David, for reproof, for conviction ; had it 
been any other man's caſe, none could have been 
more quick-{ighted than the princely prophet; in his 
own he is ſo blind, that God is fain to lend him others 
eyes. Even the phyſician himſelf, when he. is ſick, 
ſends for the - counſel of thoſe whom his health did 
mutually aid with advice. Let no man think himſelf 
too good to learn; teachers themſelves may be taught 
that, in their own particular, which, in a generality, 
they have often taught others: it is not only igno- 
rance that is to be removed, but miſaffection. 

Who can preſcribe a juſt period to the beſt man's 
repentance? About ten months are paſſed ſince Da- 
wd's fin; in all which time 1 find no news of any ſe- 
rions compunction; it could not be but ſome glances 
of remorſe maſt needs have paſſed through his ſoul 
long ere this; but a due and ſolemn contrition was 
not heard of till Nathan's meſſage, and, perhaps, had 

been 
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been further adjourned, if that monitor had been longer 
deferred. Alas, what long and dead fleeps may the 
holieſt ſoul take in fearful fins! Were it not for thy 
mercy, O God, the beſt of ns ſhould end our fpiri- 
zual lethargy in fleep of death. 741% 

It might have pleaſed God as eaſily to have ſent 
Nathan to check David in his firſt purpoſe of ſinning; 
ſo had his eyes been reſtrained, Bathſbeba honeſt, 
Uriah alive with honour : now the wiſdom of the 
Almighty knew how to win more glory by the per. 
miſſion: of ſo foul an evil, than by the prevention; yea, 
he knew how, by the permiſſion of one fin, to pre- 
vent millions. How many thouſands had ſinned, in 4 
vain preſumption on their own ſtrength, if David had 
not thus offended ? how many thouſands had deſpair- 


ed, in the conſcience of their own weakneſſes, if theſe; 
horribl: ſins had not received forgiveneſs ? It is hap-W 


' py for all times, that we have fo holy a ſinner, fe 
ſinful a penitent : it matters not how hitter the pil 
is, but how well wrapped; fo cunningly hath Na 
than conveyed this doze, that it begins to work ert 
it be taſted. There is no one thing wherein is more 
uſe of wiſdom, than the due contriving of a repre 
henſion, which, in a diſcreet delivery, helps the diſ 
eaſe; in an unwiſe, deſtroys nature. 

Had not Nathan been uſed to the poſſeſſion of Da- 
vid's ear, this complaint had been ſuſpected. It well 
beſeems a king to take information by a prophet 

While wiſe Nathan was querulouſly diſcourſing of the 
cruel rich man, that had forcibly taken away the only 
lamb of his poor neighbour, how willingly doth Da- 
vid liſten to the ſtory, and how ſharply, even abo 
law, doth he cenſure the fat? As the Lord liveth, 
the man that hath done this thing ſhall ſurely dit 
Full little did he think that he had pronounced ſen: 
rence againſt himſelf; it had not been ſo heavy, if he 


had known on whom it ſhould have lighted. Ve 
have 
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have open ears and quick tongues to the vices of o- 
thers ; how ſevere juſticers we can be to our very 
own crimes in others ! how flattering paraſites to 
another's crime in ourſelves! The life of doctrine is 


in application. Nathan might have been long enough 


in his narration, in his invective, ere David would 
have been touched with his own guiltineſs; but now, 
that the prophet brings the word home to his boſom, he 
cannot but be affected. We may take pleaſure to hear 
men ſpeak in the clouds, we never take profit till we 
find a propriety in the exhortation or reproof. There 
was not more cunning in the parable, than courage 
in the application; Thou art the man. If David 
be a king, he may not look not to hear of his faults; 
God's meſſages may be no other than impartial. It 


is a treacherous flattery, in divine errands, to re- 
Igard greatneſs. If prophets muſt be mannerly in 


the form, yet in the matter of reproof reſolute : 
the words are not their own; they are but the he- 
ralds of the king of heaven, Thus faith the Lord 
God of Iſrael. 

How thunder- ſtricken do we think David did now 
ſtand! how did the change of his colour bewray 
the confuſion in his ſoul, while his conſcience ſaid the 
ſame within, which the prophet ſounded in his ear ! 
And now, leaſt ought ſhould be wanting to his humilia- 
tion, all God's former favours {hall be laid' before his 
eyes, by way of exprobration. He is worthy to be up- 
braided with mercies, that hath abuſed mercies unto 
wantonneſs. While we do well, God gives and fays no- 
thing; when we do ill, he lays his benefits in our diſh, 
and caſts them in our teeth, that oar ſhame may be ſo 


nuch the more, by how much our obligations have 
been greater. 


The bleſſings of God, in our unwor- 


thy carriage, prove but the aggravations of ſin, and 


additions to judgment. 
Vol. II. | 


I ſee 
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| I fee all God's children falling into fin, ſome of / 
them lying in fin, none of them maintaining their 
=” ſin : David cannot have the heart, or the face, to 
| ſtand out againſt the meſſage of God; but now, as a 
man confounded and condemned in, himſelf, he cries 
£40 | out, in the bitterneſs of a wounded foul, I have /i. 
| | ned againſt the Lord. It was but a ſhort word, bu 
| paſſionate; and ſuch as came from the bottom of 
F contrite heart. The greateſt griefs are not moſt verbal, 
Saul confeſſed his ſin more largely, leſs effectually. 
God cares not for phraſes, but for affections. The op 
firſt piece of our amends to God for ſinning is the 'ac-M fh: 
knowledgment of fin; he can do little, that, in a juſt vo 
offence, cannot. accuſe himſelf. If we cannot be ſo 7 
good as we would, it is reaſon we ſhould do God flfl re 
much right, as to fay how evil we are. And why bl 
was not this done ſooner ? it is ſtrange to ſee how #0: 
eaſily {in gets into the heart, how hardly it gets ou ee 
of the mouth; is it, becauſe fin, like unto Satan, Where ni! 
it hath got poſſeſſion, i is defirous to hold it, and know jut 
| | that it is fully ejected by a free confeſſion? or be- w: 
cauſe, in a guiltineſs of deformity, it hides itſelf in the N 
breaſt where it is once entertained, and hates the light! un 
or, becauſe the tongue 1s fo fee'd with felf-love, that be 
it is loath to be drawn unto any verdict againſt the ne 
heart or hands? or is it out of an idle miſpriſion ol 
thame, which, while it ſhould be placed in offending, mi 
is miſplaced in diſcloſing of our offence. Th 
However, ſure I am, that God hath need even o fic 
| racks to draw out confeſſions, and ſcarce in death i- 
| ſelf are we wrought to a diſcovery of our errors. ſer 
There is no one thing wherein our folly ſhews i- - thi 
ſelf more than in theſe hurtful concealments. Con- ita 
trary to the proceedings of human juſtice, it is with 'gi1 
God, Confe/s and live; no ſooner can David ay, -an 
I have ſinned, than Nathan infers, The, Lord a. coi 
fo hath put away thy Yins He that hides his fin 


ſhall 


— — I —ͤ 4. ³ _ 


\ 
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ſhall not proſper ; but he that confeſſeth and forſa- 
keth them fhall find mercy. Who would not ac- 
cuſe himſelf, ro be acquitted of God ? O God, who 
would not tell his wickedneſs to thee, that knoweſt 
it better than his own heart, that his heart may be 
eaſed of that wickedneſs, which, being not told, kill- 
eth! Since we have ſinned, why ſhould we be nig⸗ 
gardly of that action, wherein we may at once give 
glory to thee, and relief to our ſouls ! 

David had ſworn, in a zeal of juſtice, that the rich 
opprefſor, for but taking his poor neighbour's lamb, 
ſhould die the death; God, by Nathan, is more fa- 
rourable to David, than to take him at his word, 
Thou ſhalt not die. O the marvellous power of 
repentance. Beſides adultery, David had ſhed the 
blood of innocent Uriah. The ſtrict law was, Eye 
for eye, tooth for tooth. He that ſmiteth with the 
froord, ſhall 5 eriſh with the ſiword: yet, as if a pe- 
— confeſſion had pale with the rigour of 
juſtice, now God ſays, Thou halt not die. David 
was the voice of the law, awarding death unto fin ; 
Nathan was the voice of the goſpel, awarding life 
unto the repentance for fin. Whatſoever the fore * 
be, never any foul applied this remedy and died, 
never any ſoul eſcaped death that applied it not. 
David himfelf ſhall not die for this fact; but his 
miſ-begotten child ſhall die for him. He chat ſaid, 
The Lord hath put away thy ſin, yet ſaid allo, The 
feoord all not depart from thine houſe. 

The ſame mouth, with one breath, pronounces the 
ſentence both of abfolution' and death; abſolution to 
the perſon, death to the iſſue. Pardon may well 
ſtand with temporal afflictions. Where God hath for- 
given, though he doth not puniſh, yet he may chaſtiſo, 


and that unto blood; neither doth he always forbear 


correction, where he” remits revenge. So long as 
f E 2 / he 


N "Bb 


ta Ci 


— 
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he ſmites us not as an angry Judge, we may endure 
to ſmart from him as a loving father. 
Yet even this rod did David deprecate with tears 


how fain would he ſhake off ſo eaſy a load! The 


child is ſtricken; the father faſts, and prays, and 
weeps, and lies all night upon the earth, and ab- 
hors the noiſe of comfort; that child, which was the 
fruit and monument of his odious adultery, whom 
he could never have looked upon without recog- 
nition of his ſin, in whoſe face he could not but 
have ſtill read the records of his own ſhame, is thus 
mourned for, thus ſued for: it is eaſy to obſerve that 
good man over- paſſionately affected to his children. 
Who would not have thought, that David might 
have held himſelf well aþpaid, that his ſoul eſcaped 


an eternal death, his body a violent; though God 


ſhould puniſh his un in that child, in whom he fin- 


ned: yet even againſt this croſs he bends his pray: 
ers, as if nothing had been forgiven him. There 


is no child that would be ſcourged, if he might eſcape 
for crying; no affliction is for the time other than 
grie vous; neither is therefore yielded unto, without 
ſome kind of reluctation. Far yet was it from the heart 
of David to make any oppoſition to the will of God; 
he ſued; he ſtruggled not; there is no impatience in 
entreaties ; he well knew that the- threats of tempo- 
ral evils ran commonly with a ſecret condition, and 
therefore might perhaps be avoided by humble im- 
portunity : if any means under heaven can ayert judg- 


ments, it is our Prayers. 


God could not chuſe, but like well the boldneſs of 
David s faith, who, after the apprehenſion of ſo heavy 
a diſpleaſure, i is ſo far from doubting of the forgiyenels 
of his ſin, that he dares become a ſuitor unto God for 
his ſick child. Sin doth not make 1 us more ſtrange, 
chan faith conſilpae: 

But 
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But it is not in the power of the ſtrongeſt faith to 
preſerve us from all affliftions; after all David's 
prayers and tears, the child muſt die. The careful 
ſervants dare but whiſper this ſad news: they who 
had found their maſter ſo averſe from the motion of 
comfort in the ſickneſs of the child, feared him un- 


| capable of comfort in his death. 


Suſpicion is quick-witted. Every occaſion makes 
us miſdoubt that event which we fear. This ſecrecy 
proclaims that which they were ſo loath to utter. Da- 
vid perceives his child dead, and now he riſes up from 
the earth whereon he lay, and waſhes himſelf, and 
changeth his apparel, and goes firſt into God's houſe 
to worſhip, and into his own to eat ; now he refuſes 
no comfort, who before would take none. The iſ- 
ſue of things doth more fully ſhew the will of God 
than the prediction: God never did any thing but 
what he would; he hath. ſometimes foretold that for 
trial, which his ſecret will intended not; he would 
foretel it, he would not effect it; becauſe he would 
therefore foretel it, that he might not effect it. His 
prediftions of outward evils are not always abſolute, 
his actions are. David well ſees, by the event, what 
the decree of God was concerning his child, which 
now he could not ſtrive againſt without a vain impa- 
tence. Till we know the determinations of the Al- 
mighty, it is free for us to ſtrive in our prayers, to 
ſtrive with him, not againſt him; when once we 
know them, it is our duty to fit down in a filent con- 
tentation. a 

While the child was yet alive, I faſted and wept ; 
for I ſaid, who can tell whether the Lord will be gra- 
aous to me, that the child may live; but now 3 is 
dead, wherefore ſhould I faſt * can I bring him back 
again? 

The grief, that goes before an evil for remedy, can 
hardly be too much, but that which follows an evil 

. paſt | 


39 CONTEMPLATIONS. 


paſt remedy, cannot be too little. Even in the ſaddeſt Ne 
accident, death, we may yield ſomething to nature, i 
nothing to impatience: immoderation of forrow, for 
loſſes paſt hope of recovery, is more ſullen than uſe- Wl 
ful; our ſtomach may be bewrayed by it, not our f 


wiſdom. . | t 
* : 

CoN TEM. vi Aux ON and TAMAR. | 

| | J 

| E is not poſſible that any word of God ſhould fal 
to the ground. David is not more ſure of for- 


giveneſs than ſmart. Three main fins paſſed him in 
this buſineſs of Uriah, adultery, murder, diſſimula-· g 
tion: for all which he receives preſent payment; f b 
8 
x] 


adultery, in the deflowering of his daughter Tamar; 
for murder, in the killing of his ſon Amnon for dif 
ſimulation in the contriving of both; yet all this was 
but the beginning of evils. Where the father of the 
family brings fin home to the houſe, it is not eaſily 
ſwept out. Unlawful luſt propagates itſelf by ex: 
ample: How juſtly is David ſcourged by the fin of 
his ſons, whom his act taught ro offend? © 
Maacha' was the daughter of an heathenift king: 
by her had David that beautiful, but unhappy iſſue, 
Abſalom, and his no leſs fair ſiſter Tamar. Perhaps, 
thus late doth David feel the puniſhment-of that unfi 
choice. I ſhould have marvelled, if ſo holy a mat 
had not found crofles in fo unequal a match, either! In 
his perſon, or at leaſt in his ſeed. | 
Beauty, if it be not well diſciplined, proves note 
friend, but a traitor ; three of David's children are ui. 
done by i It at once. What elſe was guilty of Amnon' 
mceſtuous love, Tamar's raviſhment, Ab/alom's pride! 
Tris a bleſſing to the fair, yet ſuch a bleſſing, as, if tie P. 
ſoul anſwer not to the face, may lead to a curſe. H P! 
commonly have we ſeen the fouleſt ſoul dwell fairell.8W ch 
It was no fault of Tamar's 3 ſhe was beautiful; * 
can 


blow theſe coals with ill counſel. 
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candle offends not in burning, the fooliſh fly offends 
in ſcorching itſelf in the flame; yet it is no ſmall mi- 
ſery to become a temptation unto another ; and to be 
made but the occaſion of others ruin. Amnon is love- 
ſick of his ſiſter Tamar, and languiſhes of that unna- 
tural heat. Whither will not wanton luſt carry the in- 
ordinate minds of pampered: and ungoverned youths? 
None but this half fiſter will pleaſe the eyes of rhe 
young prince of /rae/. Ordinary pleaſures will not 
content thoſe whom the conceit of greatneſs, youth 
and eaſe, have let looſe to their appetite. 

Perhaps yet this unkindly flame might in time have 
gone out alone, had not there been a Fonadab to 
It were ſtrange, if 
great princes. ſhould want ſome paraſitical followers, 
that are ready to feed their ill humours. Why art 
thou, the king's ſon, ſo lean from day to day? As if 
it were unworthy the heir of a king to ſuffer either 
law or conſcience to ſtand in the way of his defires : 
whereas wiſe princes know well, that their places 
give them no privilege of ſinning, but call them in ra- 
ther to ſo much more ſtrictneſs, as their example may 
be more prejudicial. 1. 

JFenadab was the couſin-german of Amnon. IIl ad- 
vice is ſo much more dangerous, as the intereſt of tlie 
giver is more. Had he been a true friend, he had 
bent all the forces of his diſſuaſion againſt the wicked 
motions of that ſinful luſt; and had ſhewed the prince 
of [/rael how much thoſe lewd deſires provoked God, 
and blemithed himſelf, and had lent his hand to 
ſtrangle them in their firſt conception. There cannot 
be a more worthy improvement of friendſhip, than 
in a fervent oppoſition to the fins of them whom we 
profeſs to love. No enemy can be ſo mortal to great 
princes, as thoſe officious clients, whoſe flattery ſoothes 
them up in wickedneſs ; theſe are traitors to the fon}, 
and, by a pleaſing violence, kill the beſt part etcrnally. 

25 How 
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How' ready at hand is an evil ſuggeſtion! Good 
counſel is like unto well-water, that muſt be drawn 
up with a pump or bucket. IIl counſel is like to con- 
duit-water, which, if the cock be but turned, runs 
out alone. Fonadab hath ſoon projected how Amnon 
ſhall accompliſh his lawleſs purpoſe. The way mult 
be to feign himſelf ſick in body, whoſe mind was fick 
of luſt; and, under this pretence, to procure the 
preſence of her who had wounded, and only might 


cure him. | 
The daily increaſing languor and leanneſs, and 


paleneſs of love-fick Amnon, might well give colour 
to a kerchief, and a pallet. Now is it ſoon told Da- 


vid, that his eldeſt ſon is caſt upon his ſick-bed; there 


needs no ſuit for his viſitation. The careful father 


haſtens to his bed-ſide, not without doubts and fears. | 
He that was lately fo afflicted with rhe ſickneſs of 2 


child that ſcarce lived to ſee the light, how ſenſible 
muſt we needs think he would be of the indiſpoſition 
of his firſt- born ſon, in the prime of his age and hopes? 
It is not given to any prophet to foreſee all things 
Happy had it been for David, if Amnon had been 
truly ſick, and ſick unto death; yet who could have 
perſuaded this paſſionate father to have been content 
with this ſucceſſion of loſſes, this early loſs of his ſuc- 
ceſſor. How glad is he to hear, that his daughter 
Tamar's {kill might be likely to fit the diet of ſo dear 
a patient. Conceit is wont to rule much, both in 
ſickneſs and in the cure. Tamar is ſent by her father 
to the houſe of Amnon; her hand only muſt dreſs that 
diſh which may pleaſe the nice palate of her ſick 
brother. Even the children of kings, in thoſe home 
her times, did not ſcorn to put their fingers to ſome 
works of houſewifery. She took Power and did incal 
it, and did make cakes in his fight, and did bake the 
cakes, and took a pan, and poured them out before hin. 
Had ſhe not been ſometimes uſed to ſuch domeſtic 
employments, 
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| employments, ſhe had been now to ſeek ; neither had 


this been required of her, but upon the knowledge of 
her {kili. She doth not plead the unpairing of her 
beauty by the ſcorching of the fire, nor thinks her 
hand too dainty for ſuch mean ſervices, but ſettles to 


the work, as one that had rather regard the neceſſi- 


ties of her brother, than her own ſtate. Only pride 
and idleneſs have baniſhed honeſt and thrifty diligence 
out of the houſes of the great, 7 


This was not yet the diſh that Amnon longed for. 


It was the cook, and not the cakes, which that wanton 
eye affected. Unlawful acts ſeek for ſecrecy; the 
company is diſmiſſed, Tamar only ſtays. Good meay- 
ing ſuſpects nothing; while ſhe preſents the meat the 
had prepared to her ſick brotlier, herſelf is made a 
prey to his outrageous luſt. The modeſt virgin in- 
treats and perſuades in vain: {he lays before him the 


ſm, the ſhame, the danger of the fact; and, ſince none 


of theſe can prevail, fain would win time by the ſug- 
geſting of impoſſible hopes: Nothing but violence 
can ſtay a reſolyed ſinner; what he cannot by intrea- 
ty, he will have by force. If the devil were not more 
ſtrong in men than nature, they would never ſeek 
Pune in violence. Annon had no ſooner fulfilled 

is beaſtly deſires, than he hates Tamar more than he 
loved her. Inordinate luſt never ends but in diſcon- 
tentment: loſs of ſpirits, and remorſe of ſoul, make 
the remembrance of that act tedious, whoſe expecta- 
tion promiſed delight. If we could ſee the back of 
ſinful pleaſures, ere we behold their face, our hearts 
could not but be foreſtalled with a juſt deteſtation. 
Brutiſh Amnon, it was thyſelf whom thou ſhouldſt 
have hated for this yillany, not thine innocent ſiſter ! 


Both of you. lay together, only one committed inceſt, , | 


What was the but à patient in that impotent fury of 
luſt? How unjuſtly do carnal men miſplace their aſ- 
fections? No man can ſay, whether that love or this 

Vor. II. F _ hatred 
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hatred were more unreaſonable. Fraud drew Tamar 
into the houſe of Amnon, force entertained her with- 


in, and drove her out. Fain would ſhe have hid her | 


ſhame where it was wrought, and may not be allow- 
ed it. That roof, under which ſhe came with honour, 
and in obedience and love, may not be lent her, for 
the time, as a ſhelter of her ignominy. Never any 
ſavage could be more barbarous. Shechem had ra- 
viſhed Dinah, his offence did not make her odious; 
his affection ſo continued, that he is willing rather to 
draw blood of himſelf and his people, than forego her 
whom he had abuſed ; Amnon, | in one hour, 1s in the 
excels of love and bare; and is ſick of her for whom 
he was ſick. She, that lately kept the keys of his 
heart, is now locked out of his doors. Unruly paſ- 
tions run ever into extremities, and are then beſt ap- 
paid, when they are furtheſt off from reaſon and mo- 
deration. 

What could Amnon think would be the event of 
ſo foul a fact, which as he had not the grace to pre- 
vent, ſo he Dach not the care to conceal ? If he look- 
ed not ſo high as heaven, what could he imagine 
would follow hereupon, but the diſpleaſure. of a fa- 
ther, the danger of law, the indignation of a brother, 
the ſhame and outcries of the world; all which he 
might have hoped to avoid by ſecrecy and plauſible 
courſes of ſatisfaction. It is the juſt judgment of God 
upon preſumptuous offenders, that they loſe their wit, 
together with their honeſty; and are either ſo blind- 
ed, that they cannot foreſee the iſſue of their actions, 
or ſo beſotted, that they do not regard it. 

Poor Tamar can but bewail that which ſhe could 
not keep, her virginity, not loſt, but torn from her, 
by a cruel violence. She rends her princely robe, 
and Jaid aſhes on her head, and laments the ſhame of 


another's fin, and-lives more deſolate than a widow, 
in the houſe of her brother as 


ln 
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In the mean time, what a corroſive muſt this news 


needs be to the heart of good David, whoſe fatherly 


command had, out of love, caſt his daughter into the 


jaws of this lion? What an inſolent affrent muſt he 


needs conſtrue this to be offered by a fon to a father, 
that the father ſhould be made the pander of his own 
daughter to his ſon; He that lay upon the ground 
weeping for but the fickneſs of an infant, how vex- 
ed do we think he was with the villany of his heir, 
with the raviſhment of his daughter, both of them 
worſe than many deaths! What revenge can he think 
of for ſo heinous a crime leſs than death ; and what 
leſs than death is it to him, to think of a revenge? 
Rape was, by the law of. God, capital, how much more 
when it is ſeconded with inceſt ? Anger was not pu- 
niſhment enough for ſo high an offence; yet this is all 
that J hear of from ſo indulgent a father, ſaving that 
he makes up the reſt with ſorrow, puniſhing his ſon's 
outrage in himſelf. The better natured, and more 
gracious a man is, the more ſubject he is to the dan- 
ger of an over-remiflneſs, and the exceſs of favour. 
and mercy. | The mild injuſtice is no leſs perilous to 
the common-wealth, than the cruel. 

If David, perhaps out of the conſcience of his own 
late offence, will not puniſh this fact, his ſon Ab/a- 
lam (hall ; not out of any care of juſtice, but in a de- 


lire of revenge. Two whole years hath this fly cour- . 


tier ſmothered his indignation, and feigned kindneſs, 
elſe his invitation of Amnon, in ſpecial, had been ſuſ- 


pected. Even gallant Ab/a/om was a great ſheep-ma- | 


ſter. The bravery and magnificence of a courtier 
muſt be built upon the grounds of frugality. David 
himſelf is bidden to this bloody ſheep-ſhearing : it was 
no otherways meant, but that the father's eyes ſhould 
be the witneſſes of the tragical execution of one fon 
by another; only David's love kept him from that 
horrible ſpectacle. He is careful not to be charge- 
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able to that ſon who cares not to- overcharge his fa- 
ther's ſtomach with a feaſt of blood. * 
Amnon hath fo quite forgot his fin, that he dares 
go to feaſt in that houſe Were Tamar was mourning, 
and ſuſpects not the kindneſs of him, whom he had 
deſerved, of a brother to make an enemy. Nothing 
is more unſafe to be truſted, than the fair looks of a 
feſtered heart. Where true charity or juſt ſatisfacti- 
on have not wrought a ſound reconciliation, malice 
doth but lurk for the opportunity of an advantage. 
It was not for nothing that Ab/alom deferred his re- 
venge, which is now fo much more exquiſite, as it 
is longer protracted. What could be more fearful, 
than, when Amnon's heart was merry with wine, to 
be ſuddenly ſtricken with death ? as if this execution 
had been no lefs intended to the ſoul, than to the bo- 
dy. How wickedly ſoever this was done by Ab/a- 
tom, yet how juſt was it with God, that he, who in 
two years impunity would find no leiſure of repen- 
rance, ſhould now receive a puniſhment without poſ- 
ſibility of reperMnce? - | 
O0 God, chou art righteous to reckon for thoſe ſins 
which human partiality or negligence hath omitted; 
and, while thou puniſheft fin with fin, to puniſh fin 
with death. Tf either David had called Amnon to 
account for this villany, or Amnon had called him. 
' Telf, the revenge had not been fo deſperate. Happy 
is the man, that, by an unfeigned repentance, «quits 
His foul from his known evils, and improves the day: 


of his peace to the prevention of future vengeance, i 


which, if it be not done, the hand of God ſhall a 
ſurely overtake us in judgment, as the hand of Satan 
harh overtaken us in miſcarriage unto fin; 


Cox. 


new 


and 


reſo 
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CoNnTEM. vII. ABS$SALOM's return and con- 
; ſpiracy. 
(JS act of injuſtice draws on another: the in- 


juſtice of David, in not puniſhing the rape of 
Amnon, procures the ,injuſtice of Abſalom, in puniſh- 
ing Amnon with murder. That which the father 
ſhould have juſtly revenged, and did not, the ſon re- 
venges unjuſtly. , The rape of a ſiſter was no leſs 


worthy of death, than the murder of a brother; yea, 


ther was worthy of death, though by another hand ; 
whereas that ſiſter was guilty of nothing but modeſt 


two years of impunity, dares not truſt the mercy of 
a father in the pardon of his murder ; but for three 
years hides his head in the court of his grand-father, 


gave him a kind welcome, for ſo meritorious a re- 
venge of the diſhonour done to his own loins. 

No man can tell, how Ab/alom ſhould have ſped 
ins from the hands of his otherways over-indulgent fa- 
cher, if he had been apprehended in the heat of the 
fin fact. Even the largeſt love may be over-ſtrained, and 
to may give a fall in the breaking: theſe fearful effects 
m- of lenity might perhaps have whetted the ſeverity of 
py WM David, to ſhut up theſe outrages in blood. Now 
1s Wy this diſpleaſure was weakened with age. Time and 
as choughts have digeſted this hard morſel. David's 
ce, heart told him, that his hands had a ſhare in this of- 

as Wi fence ; that Ab/a/om did but give that ſtroke which 
tan himſelf had wrongfully forborn ; that the unrecover- 
able loſs of one ſon would be but wofully relieved 

with the loſs of another; he therefore, that in the 

news of the deceaſed infant could change his clothes, 

| and waſh himſelf, and cheer up his ſpirits, with the 

 x- resolution of, J. hl go to him, he tall not return 
| | to 


this latter fin was therefore the leſs, becauſe that bro- 


beauty: yet he that knew this rape paſſed over whole 


the king of Ge/hur. Doubtleſs, that heatheniſh prince 
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to me, comforts himſelf concerning Amnon ; and be- 
gins to long for Ab/alom. _ 4 

Thoſe three years baniſhment ſeemed not ſo much 
a puniſhment to the ſon, as to the father. Now Da- 
vid begins to forgive himſelf; yet, out of his wiſdom, 
ſo inclines to favour, that he conceals it; and yet ſo 
conceals it, that it may be deſeried by a cunning eye; 
if he had caſt out no glances of affection, there had 
been no hopes for his Ahſalam; if he had made pro- 
feſſion of love after ſo foul an act, there had been no 
ſafety for others; now, he lets fall ſo much ſecret 
grace as may both hold up Ab/alom in the life of his 
hopes, and not hearten the preſumption of others. 

Good eyes ſee light through the ſmalleſt chink. 
The wit of Foab hath ſoon diſcerned David's reſer ved 
affection, and knows how to ſerve him in that which 
he would, and would not accompliſh ; and now de- 
viſes how to bring into the light that birth of deſire, 
whereof he knew David was both big, and aſhamed. 
A woman of Teætoah (that ſex hath been ever held 
more apt for wiles) is ſuborned to perſonate a mourn- 
er, and to ſay that, by way of parable, which, in plain 
terms, would have ſounded too harſhly ; and now, 
while ſhe lamentably lays forth the loſs and danger of 
her ſons, ſhe ſhews David his own ; and, while ſhe 
moves compaſhon to her pretended iſſue, ſhe wins 
David to a pity of himſelf, and a favourable ſentence 
for Abſalom. We love ourſelves better than others, 
but we ſee others better than ourfelves : whoſo would 
perfectly know his own caſe, let him view it in ano- 
ther's perſon. 

Parables ſped{well with David: one drew him to 
repent of his own fin, another to remit Ab/alom's 
puniſhment : and now, as glad to hear this plea, and 
willing to be perſuaded unto that, which, if he durſt, 
he would have ſought for, he gratifies Foab with the 


grant of that ſuit, which Foab more gratified him 
| in 


BOOK XV. Cox TEX. vil. 47 


in ſuing for; Go, bring again the young man Abſa- 
lom. | 

How glad is Joab, that he hath light upon one act, 
for which the ſun, both ſetting and rifing, ſhould 
ſhine upon him! and now he ſpeeds to Geſbur, to 
fetch back Ab/alom to Ferujalem: he may bring the 
long-baniſhed prince to the city ; but to the court he 
may not bring him. Let him turn to his own houſe, 
and let him not ſee my face. 

The good king harh ſo ſmarted with mercy, that 
now he is refolved upon auſterity, and will relent but 
by degrees; it is enough for Ab/alom that he lives, 


and may now breathe in his native air; David's face 


is no object for the eyes of murderers. What a dar- 
ling this ſon was to his father appears in that, after 
an unnatural and barbarous rebellion, paſſionate Da- 
vid wiſhes to have changed lives with him; yet now, 
while his bowels yearned, his brow frowned: the 

face may not be ſeen, where the heart is ſer. 
The beſt of God's ſaints may be blinded with af- 
tection ; but when they ſhall once ſee their errors, 
in chey are careful to correct them. Wherefore ſerves 
the power of grace, but to ſubdue the inſolencies of 
nature? It is the wiſdom of parents, as to hide their 
hearts from their beſt children, ſo to hide their coun- 
ins ¶ tenances from the ungracious: fleſhly reſpects may 
not abate their rigour to the ill- deſerving. For the 
child to ſee all his father's love, it is enough to make 
him wanton, and of wanton wicked. For a wicked 
child to ſee any of his father's love, it emboldens him 

in evil, and draws on others. 
Abjalom*s houſe is made his priſon ; juſtly is he 
confined to the place which he had ſtained with blood. 
Two years doth he live in Jeruſalem, without the hap- 
pineſs of his father's ſight ; it was enough for David 
and him to ſee the ſmoke of each other's chimneys. 
n the mean time, how impatient is Ab/alom of this 
| h | ab- 
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ry over his reduced fon; that his friendly interceſſor, 


love cannot draw to him, fear and and anger {hal 


" lom's filial affection. As a man therefore inward} 


ſalom to his ſight, to his favour, and ſeals his parda - 4. 


44 CONTEMPLATIONS. 


| ablance.! He ſends for Foab, the ſolicitor of his. re. 


turn; ſo hard an hand doth wiſe and holy David car. 


Joab, dares not viſit him. * 
He, that afterwards kindled that ſeditious fire over 
all rael, ſets fire now on the field of Joab ; whom 


Continued diſpleaſure hath made Ab/alom deſperate; 
five years are paſſed ſince he ſaw the face of his fa 
ther, and now is he no leſs weary of his life, than of 


this delay. Wherefore am I come down from G. 
ſhur? It had been better for me to have been then . 
till. Now therefore let me ſee the king's face; ; 
and, if there be any iniquity in me, let bim fill " 
me. Either baniſhment, or death, ſeemed as tobe * 
rable to him, as the debarring of his father's fight, 8 
What a torment ſhall it be to the wicked, to be ,, 
ſhut out for ever from the preſence of a God, vid n 
out all poſſible hopes of recovery? This was but af b. 
father of the fleſh, by whom it Abſalom lived at fi, ge 
et in him he lived not, yea not without him only, im 

ur againſt him that ſon found he could live. God 10 
the Father of ſpirits, in whom we fo live, that with. mi 


out him can be no life, no being; to be ever exludei be 
from him, in whom we liye and are, what can it be fee 


but an eternal dying, an eternal periſhing ! If in ii no 


preſence, O God, be the fulneſs of joy, in thine 4. dl 
ſence mult needs be the fulneſs of horror and tif (« 
ment. Hide not thy face from us, O Lord, but feu cen 
us the light of thy countenance, that we may live an 
praiſe thee. * 
Even the fire of Joab's field warmed the heart d 
David, while it gave him proof of the heat of 4% 


weary of ſo long diſpleaſure, at laſt he receives 4 


with a kiſs. Natural parents know not how to ret 50 
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an everlaſting anger towards the fruit of their loins ; 
how much leſs ſhall the God of mercies be unrecon- 
cilably diſpleaſed with his own, and ſuffer his wrath 
to burn like fire that cannot be quenched ! He will 
net, akways chide, neither will he keep his anger for 
ever; his wrath endureth but a moment; in his fa- 
dur is life ; weeping may endure for a night, but joy © 
meth in the morning. 

Abſalom is now as great as fair; beauty and great- 
neſs make him proud; pride works his ruin: great 
ſpirits will not reſt content with a moderate proſperity, 
Ere two years be run out, AG/a/om runs out into a 
deſperate plot of rebellion; none but his own father 
was above him in //rael ; none was ſo likely, in hu- 
man expectation, to ſucceed his father. If his ambi- 
tion could but have contained itſelf for a few years, 
8 Davrd was now near his period, dutiful carriage 
might have procured that by ſucceſſion, which now 
he ſought by force. An aſpiring mind is ever impa- 
tient, and holds time itſelf an enemy, if it thruſt itſelf 
importunately betwixt the hopes and fruition, Ambi- 
tion is never but in travail, and can find no inter- 
miſſion of painful throws, till ſhe: haye brought forth 
her abortive deſires. How happy were we, if our af- 
fection could be ſo eager of ſpiritual and heayenly pro- 
motions. O that my ſoul could find itſelf fo reſtleſs, 
ill it feel che weight of that crown of glory! ?! : 

Ourward pomp, and unwonted ſhews of magnifi- 


cence, are wont much to affect the light minds of the 


vulgar.  - Ab/alom, therefore, to the incomparable 
comelineſs of his perſon, adds the unuſual ſtate of a2 
more than princely equipage. His chariots rattle, 
and his horſes trample proudly in the ſtreets; fifty 
toot-men run before their glittering maſter ; Jeruſa- 
km rings of their glorious prince, and is ready to 
adore theſe continual triumphs of peace. Exceſs and 
novelty of [expenſive bravery and oſtentation, in pu- 
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blic perſons, gives juſt cauſe to ſuſpect either vanity, I Ov 
or a plot. True-hearted David can miſdoubt nothing n0 
in him, to whom he had both given life, and for- pail 
given this. Love conſtrued all this, as meant to the % 
bo: honour of a father's court, to the expreſſion of joy er 
and thankfulneſs for his reconcilement. The eyes i cali 
15 and tongues of men are thus taken up; now hath be 

| Abſalom laid ſnares for their 'hearts alſo; He riſe I finc 
early, and ſtands befide the way of the gate. Am. OT 
bition is no niggard of her pains ; ſeldom ever is good © ® - 
meaning ſo induſtrious. The more he ſhined in beauty I Hp 
and royal attendance, ſo much more glory it was to Hoe 
negle& himſelf, and to prefer the care of juſtice to MW © ? 
his own eaſe. Neither is Ab/alon more painful than WW + 
plauſible; his ear is open to all plaintiffs, all pet. vitt 
tioners: there is no cauſe which he flatters not, See his 
thy matters are good and right ; his hand flatten and 
every comer with a ſalutation, his lips with a kiſs, The 
All men, all matters are ſoothed, faving the ſtate and I thin 
government; the- cenſure of that is no leſs deep, than U 4 
the applauſe of all others, There is none deputed I dune 
of the king to hear | thee. What inſinuations could 
be more powerful? No muſic can be ſo ſweet, to the 
ears of the unſtable multitude, as to hear well of 
themſelves, ill of their governors : Abſalom needs not 
10 with himſelf upon the bench; evefy man ſays, O 
What a courteous prince is Abſalom / what a juſt and 
careſul ruler would Abſalom be! how happy were 
we, if we might be judged by Abſalom ! Thoſe qua- 
lities, which are wont ſingle to grace others, have 
conſpired to meet in Abſalom ; goodlineſs of perſon, 
magnificence of ſtate, gracious affability, unwearied 
diligence, humility in greatneſs, feeling pity, love 
of juſtice, care of the common-wealth |! The world 
hath nor ſo complete a prince as Ab/alom / Thus the 
hearts of the people are not won, but ſtolen, by a 
cloſe traitor, from their lawfully anointed "an 
| | Over 
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y, Orer-fair ſhews are a ber argument of unſoundneſs; 

no I no. natural face hath clear a white and red as the 
r- painted. Nothing wants now but a cloak of religion, 
he Il to perfect the treachery of that ungracious ſon, who 
of carried peace in his name, war in his heart; and how 
x I cally is that put on? Abſalom hath an holy vow to 


ch be paid in Hebron; the ** man had made it long 


fee Il ſince, while he. was exiled in Syria, and now he haſtes 
m- co perform it: If the Lord tn bring me back again 
od % Jeruſalem, then I will ſerve the 4 Wicked 
uty I bypocrites care not to — with God, that they may 
; to I mock men. The more deformed any act is, the fair- 
to er vizard it {till ſeeketh. 

1an How glad is the good old king, that he is bleſſed 
eti- Vith ſo godly: a fon, whom he diſmiſſeth laden with 
Ser his cauſeleſs bleſſings! What truſt is there in fleſh 
ters and blood, when David is not ſafe from his own loins ! 


ifs, The conſpiracy is now fully forged; there lacked no- 


and muß but this guilt of piety to win favour and value 
han in all eyes; and now it is a wonder, that but two 
ited red honeſt citizens go up with 4b/alom from Se- 
wuld —_—_ the true-hearted ly moſt open to credulity. 
the I How eaſy is it to beguile harmleſs intentions! The 
of ume of David's ſon carries them againſt the father of 
not %%; and now theſe ſumple {/rachtes are unwitting- 


„O nde loyal rebels. Their hearts are free from a plot, 


and Rand they mean nothing but fidelity in the attendance 
vere af a traitor, How many thouſands are thus igno- 
Juz nutly miſled into the train of error; their ſimplicity 
bas worthy of pity, as their miſguidance of indigna- 
lon, Thoſe that will ſuffer themſelves to be carried 
wth ſemblances of truth and faithfulneſs, muſt needs 
de as far from ſafety a as Innocence. 
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BOOK. SIXTEENTH, 


Cox TEM. I. SHIMET "curſing. 


ITH an heavy heart, and a covered head, 
and a weeping eye, and bare feet, is David 


gone away from Jeruſalem ; never did he 


with more joy come up to this city, than now he left 


it with ſorrow; how could he do otherways, whom 
the inſurrection of his own ſon drove out from hi 
houſe, from his throne, from the ark of God! And 
now, when the depth of this grief deſerved nothing 
but compaſſion, the foul mouth of Shimer entertains 
David with curſes! There is no ſmall cruelty in the 
picking out of a time for miſchief ; that word would 
ſcatce gall at one ſeaſon, which at another killeth: 


The fame ſhaft flying with the wind pierces deep 


which, againſt it, can hardly find ſtrength to ſtick up- 
right. The valour and juſtice of children condemns 
it, for injuriouſly cowardly, to ſtrike their adverſary 
when he is once down. It is the murder of the 
tongue to inſult upon thoſe whom God hath humbled 
and to draw blood of that back which is yet blue 
from the hand of the Almighty. If Shimei had not 
preſumed upon David's dejection, he durſt not have 
been thus bold ; now he, that perhaps durſt nor hare 
looked at one of theſe worthies ſingle, defies them al 
at once, and doth. both caſt and ſpeak ſtones againl 
David and all his army. The malice of baſe ſpirit 
ſometimes carries them further than the courage of 
the valiant. 

In all the time of David's proſperity, we heard no 
news of Shimei; his ſilence and colourable obedience 
made him paſs for a good ſubject; yet all that whit 
was his heart unſound and traiterous. Peace and good 


ſucceſs hides many a falſe heart, like as the ſnow- dri 
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covers an heap of dung, which, once melting away, 


deſcries the rottenneſs that lay within. Honour and 


welfare are but flattering glaſſes of mens aſſections. 
Adverſity will not deceive us, but will make a true 
report, as of our Wn powers, ſo of the diſpoſition of 
others. 

He, that ſmiled on David in his throne, curſed him 
in his flight. If there be any quarrels, any excep- 
tions to be taken againſt a man, let him look to have 
them laid in his diſh when he fares the hardeſt. * This 


practice have wicked men learned of their maſter, to 


take the utmoſt advantages of our afflictions. He 
that ſuffers had need to be double armed, both againſt 
pain and cenſure. 

Every word of Shimes was a lunder. Hs, that 
took Saul's ſpear from his head, and repented to have 
but cut the lap of his garmept, is reproached as a 
man of blood. The man after Gad's own heart is 
branded for a man of Belial. He, that was ſent for 
out of the fields to be anointed, is taxed for an uſur- 
per: if David's hands were {tained with blood, yet 
not of Sau/'s houſe ; it was his ſervant, not his maſter 
that bled by him; yet is the blood of the Lord's 
mointed caſt in David's teeth, by the ſpite of a falſe 
tongue. Did we not ſee Dawid, afer all the proofs 
of his humble loyalty, ſhedding the blood of that 
Amalelite, who did but ſay he ſhed Saws? Did we 
not hear him lament paſſionateſy for the death of fo 
ill a maſter, chiding the mountains of Gilbea on which 
he fell; and angerly wiſhing, that no dew might fall 
where that blood was poured out; and charged the 
daughters of //-ael to weep over Saul, who bad clo- 
thed them in ſcarlet ? Did we not hear and fee him in- 
quiring for any remainder of the houſe of Saul, that 
he might ſhew him the kindneſs of God? Did we not 
ſee him honouring lame Mephibo/peth with a prince- 
ly ſeat at his own table? Did we not fee kim-reven- 
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ging the blood of his rival 1/59/heth, upon the heads 
of Rechab and Baanah ? What could any living man 
have done more to wipe off theſe bloody aſperſions? 
Yet is not a Shime: aſhamed to charge innocent Da- 
vid with all the blood of the houſe of Saul. 

How is it likely this clamorous wretch had ſecretly 
traduced the name of David, all the time of his go- 
vernment, that dares thus accuſe him to his face, 
before all the mighty men of -1/rae/, who were wit- 
nefles of the contrary ? The greater the perſon is, the 
more open do his actions ly to miſinterpretation and 
cenſure. Every tongue ſpeaks partially, according 
to the intereſt he hath in the cauſe, or the patient, 
It is not poſſible that eminent perſons ſhould be free 
from imputations: innocence can no more prote® 
them than power.. | 

If the patience of David can digeſt this indignity, 
his train cannot; their fingers could not but itch to 
return iron for ſtones. If Shimei rail on David, 4- 
biſhat rails on Shimei; Shimei is of Saul's family, 4- 
biſhai of David's; each ſpeaks for his own. Abiſbai 


0 


moſt juſtly bends his tongue againſt Shimei, as Shim. 


againſt David moſt unjuſtly. Had Shime: been any 
other than a dog, he had never ſo rudely barked at 
an harmleſs paſſenger ; neither could he deſerve leſs 


| than the loſs of that head which had uttered ſuch blaſ- 


phemies againſt God's anointed. The zeal of Abt 
fai doth but plead for juſtice, and is checked; What 
have I to. do, with you, ye ſons of Zeruiah ! Da- 
vid ſaid not ſo much to his reviler, as to his abettor : 
he well ſaw that a revenge was juſt, but not ſeaſon- 
able; he found the preſent a fit time to ſuffer wrongs, 
not to right them: he therefore gives way rather 
meekly to his own humiliation, than to the puniſh- 
ment of another. There are ſeaſons wherein lawful 
motions are not fir to be cheriſhed; anger doth not 
become a monrner ; one paſſion at once is enough 1 

| | | . 
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che ſoul. Unadviſed zeal may be more prejudicial, 
than a cold remiſſneſs. 

What if the Lord, for the correction of his ſervant, 
had ſaid unto Shimer, Curſe David ; yet is Shimei's 
eurſe no leſs worthy of Abiſbai's ſword : the fin of 
Shimei's curſe was his own, the ſmart of the curſe 
was God's. God wills that as David's chaſtiſement, 
which he hates as Shimei's wickedneſs : that lewd 
tongue moved from God, it moved lewdly from Sa- 
tan, Wicked men are never the freer from guilt or 
puniſhment, for that hand which the holy God hath 
in their offenſive actions; yet David can ſay, Let 
him alone, and let bim curſe, for the Lord hath 
bidden him ; as meaning to. give a reaſon of his 
own patience, rather than Shimei's impunity. The 
iſſue ſhewed, how well David could diſtinguiſh be- 
wist the act of God, and of a traitor ; how he could 
both kiſs the rod, and burn it. There can be none 
ſo ſtrong motive of our meek ſubmiſſion to evils, as 
the acknowledgment of their original. He, that can 
ſee the hand of God ſtriking him by the hand or 
tongue of an enemy, ſhall more awe the firſt mover 
oc his harm, than malign the inſtrument. Even while 
David laments the rebellion of his ſon; he gains by it, 
c and makes that the argument of his patience, which 
sss the exerciſe of it. Behold, my ſon, which came 
” oth of my bowels, ſeeketh my life; how much 

more” now may this Benjamite 4 it? The wicked- 
eis of an Abſalom may rob his father of comfort, 
but ſhall' help to add to his father's goodneſs. It is 
the advantage of great croſſes, that they ſwallow up 
ee leſs. One man's fin cannot be excuſed by ano» 
A Iher's, the lefler by the greater. If Abſalom be a 
raitor, Shimei may not curſe and rebel: but the paſ- 

on conceived from the indignity of a ſtranger, may 
pe abated by the harder meaſure of our own; if we 
an therefore ſuffer, becauſe we have ſuffered, we 
. have 


. - 
ae — 
: F I ds 


have proſited by our afflition, A weak heart faint 


his ſorrow. If we can look beyond the cloud of our 


go but by peradventures; It may be the Lord wil 


/ provokes a ſecond. Mercy had need to be guide 
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with every addition of ſucceeding trouble; the (tr 
recollects itſelf, and is grown ſo ſkilful, that it bears 
off one miſchief with another. 

It is not either the unnatural inſurrection of Ab/a- 
lam, nor the unjuſt curſes of Shimei, that can put 
David quite out of heart: It may be that the Lord 
ll look on mine affliction, and will requite good 
for his curſing, this day. So well was David ac- 
quainted with the proceedings of God, that he kney 
cheriſhing was ever wont to follow ſtripes; aſter ve. 
hement evacuation, cordials ; after a dark night, the 
clear light of the -morning. Hope therefore doth not 
only uphold, but cheer up his heart, in the midſt of 


afllicticn, and ſee the ſun-ſhine of comfort on the other 
fide of it, we cannot be ſo diſcouraged with the pre- 
ſence of evil, as heartened with the iſſue: as, on the 
contrary, let a man be never ſo merry within, and 
fee pain and mifery waiting for him at the door, his 
expectation of evil ſhall eaſily daunt all the ſenſe of 
his -pleaſure. The retributions of temporal fayoun 


look on mine affiifttion ; of eternal, are certain and 
infallible; if we ſuffer, we ſhall reign ; why ſhould 
not the aſſurance of reigning make us triumph in ſut- 
fering ? ET 

David's patience draws on the inſolence of Shim 
Evil natures grow preſumptuous upon forbearance 
In good diſpoſitions, injury unanſwered grows wear) 
of itſelf, and dies in a voluntary remorſe ; but in thok 
dogged ſtomachs, which are only capable of the it 
ſtraints of fear, the ſilent digeſtion of a former wrong 


with wiſdom, leſt it prove cruel to itſelf, _ 
O the baſe minds of inconſtant time-ſervers |! Su 
but a while, till the wheel be a little turned, Pr 
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ſhall ſee humble Sh:me: fall down on his face before 
David, in his return over Jordan: now his ſubmiſſion 
ſhall equal his former rudeneſs; his prayers ſhall re- 
quite his curſes, his tears make amends for his ſtones = 
Let not my lord impute antiquity unto me; neither 
do thou remember that 'which thy ſervant did per- 
ver/ly, the day that my lord the king went out of 
Jeruſalem, © that the king ſhould take it to heart ; 
for thy ſervant doth know that I have ſinned. Falſe- 
hearted Shimet, had .45/a/om proſpered, thou hadſt 
not ſinned, thou hadſt not repented ; then hadſt thou 
bragged of thine inſultation over his miſeries, whoſe 
pardon” thou now beggeſt with tears. The chan- 


ges of worldly minds are thankleſs, ſince they are 


neither wrought out of conſcience nor love, but only 
by ſlaviſh fear of juſt puniſhment. » 

David could ſay. no more to teſtify his ſorrow, for 
his heinous fins againſt God, to Nathan, than Shimei 
lays of himſelf to David, whereto may be added the 
advantage of a voluntary confeſſion in this offender, 
which in David was extorted by the reproof of a pro- 
phet; yet is David's confeſſion ſeriouſly penitent, 
Shimei's craftily hypocritical. Thoſe alterations are 
juſtly ſuſpected, which are ſhaped according to the 
times and outward occaſions. The true. penitent 
looks only. at-God and his fin, and is changed when 
all other things are themſelves. 

Great offences had need of anſwerable ſatisfaction. 
As Shimei was the only man, of the houſe of Benjamin, 
that came forth and curſed David in his flight, fo is 
he the firſt man (even before thoſe of the houſe of 
Joſeph, though nearer in ſituation) that comes to meet 
David in his return with prayers and gratulations. No- 
torious offenders may not think to ſit down with the 
talk of ordinary ſervices; the retributions of their o- 
bedience muſt be proportionable to their crimes. 


Vol. II. 1 - Cox 


deep than hell itſelf! Go in to thy father's concur 


lent, David may remit ; where then are we that have 
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ConTEM. 11. ACHITOPHEL. e 


80 ſoon as David heard of Achitophel's hand in 
that conſpiracy, he falls to his prayers, O Lord, 
pray thee, turn the counſel of Achitophel into fool- 
nk. The known wiſdom of his revolted coun- 
ſellor made him a dangerous and dreadful 'adverſa- 
ry. Great parts miſemployed cannot but prove moſt 
miſchievous. When wickedneſs is armed with wit 
and power, none but a God can defeat it ; when we 
are matched with a ſtrong and ſubtile enemy, it is 
high time, if ever, to be deyout. If the bounty of 
God have thought good to furniſh his creatures with 
powers to war againſt himſelf, his wiſdom knows how 
to turn the abuſe of thoſe powers to the ſhame of the 
owners, and the glory of the giver. 
O the policy of this Machiavel of Iſrael, no lels 


bines, which he hath left to keep the houſe ; and 
when all Iſrael all hear that thou art abhorred of 
thy father, the hands of all that are with thee ſhall 
be ſtrong. The firſt care muſt be to ſecure the 
faction. There can be no ſafety in ſiding with a 
doubtful rebel. If Ab/alom be a traitor, yet he is a 
ſon. Nature may return to itſelf, Abfalom may re- 


helped to promote the conſpiracy ; the danger is ours, 
while this breach may be pieced. There is no way 
but to engage Ab/alom in fome further act, uncapabie 
of forgiveneſs: beſides the throne, let him violate the 
bed of his father; unto his treaſon let him add an in- 
ceſt no leſs unnatural; now ſhall the world ſee that 
Abſalom neither hopes nor cares for the reconeiliati- 
on of a father. Our quarrel can never have any ſafe 
end but victory, the hope whereof depends upon the 
reſolution of our followers; they cannot be reſolute, 
but upon the unpardonable wickedneſs of their lead: 
er: 
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er: neither can this villany be ſhameful enough, if 
it be ſecret. The cloſeneſs of evil argues fear, or 
modeſty ; neither of which can beſeem him that would 
be a ſucceſsful traitor. Set up a tent on the top of 
the houſe, and let all /-ae/ be witneſſes of thy ſin, 
and thy father's ſhame. Ordinary crimes are for vul- 
gar offenders. Let Ab/atom fin eminently, and do 
that which may make the world at once to bluſh and 
wonder. 

Who would ever have thought that Achitophel 
had lived at court, at the council-table of a David? 
Who would think that mouth had ever ſpoken well? 
Yet had he been no other than as the oracle of God 
to the religious court of Mrael, even while he was not 
wiſe enough to be good. Policy and grace are not 
always lodged under one roof. This man, while he 
was one of David's deep counſellors, was one of Da- 
vid's fools, that ſaid in their hearts, There 1s ns 
Cod; elſe he could not have hoped to make good 
an evil with worſe, to build the ſucceſs of treaſon up- 
on inceſt, | 

Protane hearts do o contrive the plots of their wic- 
kedneſs, as if there were no oyer-ruling power to 
croſs their deſigns, or to revenge them. He that firs 
in heaven laughs them to ſcorn, and ſo far gives way 
to their fins, as their fins may prove plagues unto 
themſelves. 

Theſe two ſons of David met with peſtilent coun- 
ſel; Amnon is adviſed to inceſt with his ſiſter, Ab/a- 
hem is adviſed to inceſt with his father's concubines ; 
that by Zonadadb, this by Achitophel; both prevail. 
It is as eaſy at leaſt to take ill counſel, as to give it. 
Proneneſs to villany in the great, cannot want either 
projectors to deviſe, or paraſites to execute the molt 
odious ſins. 

The tent is ſpread, left it ſhould not be conſpicu- 


ous enough, on the top of the houſe. The act is 
H 2 done 
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done in the ſight of all /ae/.” The filthineſs of the 
fin was not ſo great, as the impudency of the mapner, 
When the prophet Nathan came with that heavy meſ- 
ſage of reproof, and menace to David, after his fin 
with Bathjheba, he could ſay from God, Behold 1 
will raiſe up evil againſt thee, out of thine own houſe, 
and will take thy wroes before thine eyes, and give 
them unto thy neighbour, and be ſhall ly with thy 
wives in the fight of this ſun > for thou didſt it ſe- 
cretly, but 1 2 do this thing before all Iſrael, and 
before this ſun. The counſel of Achitophel, and the 
luſt of Abſalom, have fulfilled the judgment of Ged. 
O the wiſdom of the Almighty, that can uſe tlie 
worſt evils well; and moſt juſtly make the ſins of men 
his exccutioners! ( 
lt vras the ſm of Reuben that he defiled his father's 
bed; yer not in the ſame height of lewdneſs. What 
Reuben did in a youthful wantonneſs, Ab/alom did 
in a malicious deſpite : Reuben ſinned with one, 40. 
ſalom with ten: Reuben ſecretly, Abſalom in the open 
eyes of heaven and earth; yet old Jacob could ſay of 
Reuben, Thou ſhalt not * thy [Aignity is gone: 
while Achitophel ſays to Abſalom, T, dignity fall 
ariſe from inceſt; climb up to thy A 's bed, if 
thou wilt fit in his and Achitophel was a wy 
tician, , Jacub was a prophet ; if the one ſpake from 
carnal ſenſe, the other from divine revelation. Cer- 
tainly, to fin is not the way to proſper: Whatever 
yain fools promiſe to themſelves, there is no wiſdom, 
nor underſtanding, nor counſel againſt the Lord. 


After the rebellion is ſecured for continnance, the 


next care is, that it may end in victory; this alſo hath 
the working head of Achitophel projected. Wit and 
experience told him, that, in theſe caſes of aſſault, ce- 
lerity uſes to bring forth the happieſt diſpatch; where. 


as prot traction 1 is no ſmall advantage to the defendant, 
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Let me, ſaith he, chuſe out now twelve thouſand men, 
and I will up, and fall after David this night; 
and I will come upon him while he ts weary and weak- 
handed, No advice could be more pernicious ; for, 
belides the wearineis and unreadinels of David and 
his army, the ſpirits of that worthy leader were 
daunted, and dejefted with ſorrow, and offered way 
to the violence of a ſudden ailault. The field had 
been half won ere any blow ſtricken. Achito- 
phel could not have been reputed ſo wiſe, if he had 
not learned the due proportion betwixt actions and 
times. He that obſerveth every wind ſhall never 
e bow; but he that obſcrves no wind at all, ſhall never 
reap. ; | 

The likelieſt devices do not always ſucceed. The 
God that had appointed to eſtabliſh David's throne, 
and determined Solomon to his ſucceſſion, finds means. 


92S, &% _ =, Oy, . EN 


d WW toccrols the plot of Achilophel by a leſs probable ad- 
„ice. Huſbhai was not ſent back for nothing. Where 
n God hath, in his ſecret will, decreed any event, he in- 
of I clines the wills of men to approve that which may pro- 


: note his own purpoſes. Neither had Huſbai fo deep 
nu head, neither was his counſel fo ſure as that of Achi- 
Fibel, yet his tongue ſhall refel Achitophel, and 
li- divert Ab/alom. The pretences were fairer, though 
m MW the grounds were unſound ; firlt, to ſweeten his op- 
er: polition, he yields the praiſg of wiſdom to his adver- 
„er N fary in all other counſels, that he may have leave to 
, deny it in this; his very contradiction in the preſent, 
I nſnuates a general allowance. Then he ſuggeſts 
he certain apparent truths concerning David's valour and 
ath Kill, to give coumtenance to the inferences of his im- 
nd probabilities. Laſtly, he cunningly feeds the proud 
ce · ¶ humour of Abſalom, in magnifying the power and ex- 
re- ¶ tent of his commands, and ends in the glorious boaſts 
nt, Nof his fore-promiſed victory. As it is with faces, fo 
Lit vich counſel, that is fair that pleaſeth. He that gives 

the 
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cannot be too ſuſpicious, when we have to do with 
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the utterance to words, gives alſo their ſpeed. Fa. ¶ ſtri 
vour, both of ſpeech and men, is not ever according tur 


to deſert, but according to fore-ordination. The Wh hay 


tongue of Huſhai, and the heart of Ab/alom is guided and 
by a power above their own; Hu/hai ſhall therefore WI Th: 
prevail with Ab/alom, that the treaſon of Abſalom may ¶ che 
not prevail. He that worketh all in all things, ſo dif- N vel 
poſeth of wicked men and ſpirits, that, while they do Hof! 
moſt oppoſe his revealed will, they execute his ſecret, ¶ won 
and, while they think moſt to pleaſe, they overthrow corn 
themſelves. - BIA 

When Ab/alom firſt met Huſbai, returned to Jeru Hit; 
falem, he upbraided him pleaſantly with the ſcoff f ſorre 
his profeſſed friendſhip to David, Is this thy kindneſs MWpron 
to thy friend? Sometimes there is more truth in the his k 
mouth than in the heart, more in jeſt than in earneſt, Wot hi 
Huſhai was a friend, his ſtay was his kindneſs ; and [ leſs, 
now he hath done that for which he was left at 7+- 
ruſalem, diſappointed u er preſerved David; 
neither did his kindneſs to his friend reſt here, but, 
as one that was juſtly jealous of him with whom he 
was allowed to temporize, he miſtruſts the approba- 
tion of Abſalom ; and, not daring to put the life of lus 
maſter upon ſuch an hazard, he gives charge to 20. 
dok and Abiathar of this intelligence unto David. We 


thoſe that are faithleſs. We cannot be too curious 
of the ſafety of good princes. | 
Huſhai fears not to deſcry the ſecrets of Abſalom's 
counſel : to betray a traitor is no other than a com- 
mendable work. Zadek and Abiathar are faſt within 
the gates of Feruſalem ; their ſons lay purpoſely & 
broad in the fields; this meſſage, that concerned no Prayer 
leſs. than the life of David, and the whole kingdom of fooliyþ1 
Iſrael, muſt be truſted with a maid. Sometimes it {Wc wi 


pleaſeth the wiſdom of God, who hath the variety of taine 


heaven and earth before him, to ſingle out weak i» outen 
1 85 ſtrumenti 
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ſtruments for great ſervices; and they ſhall ſerve his 

turn, as well as the beſt. No counſellor of ſtate could 

have made this diſpatch more effectual: Jonathan 
aud 4Abimaaz are ſent, deſcried, purſued, preſerved. 
tue fidelity of a maid inſtructed them in their meſſage, 
me ſubtilty of a woman ſaved their lives. At the 
Vell of Rogel they received their meſſage, in the well 
of Baburim was their life ſaved: the ſudden wit of a 
. W woman hath choked the mouth of her well with dried 
corn, that it might not bewray the meſſengers; and 
now David hears ſafely of his danger, and prevents 
it; and, though weary with travel, and laden with 
ſorrow, he muſt ſpend the night in his remove. God's 
promiſes of his deliverance, and the confirmation of 
his kingdom, may not make him negle& the means 
of his ſafety. If he be faithful, we may not be care- 


| leſs, ſince our diligence and care are appointed for the 
factors of that divine Providence: the acts of God 
1; nuſt abate nothing of ours; rather muſt we labour, 


by doing that which he requireth, to further that 
Which he decreeth. 


92 There are thoſe that have great wits for the pu- 
his blic, none for themſelves. Such was Achitophel, 
70 rho, while he had power to govern a ſtate, could 


not tell how to rule his own paſſions: never till now 
do we find his counſel baulked, neither was it now 
rejected as ill, only Huſbai's was allowed for better: 
he can live no longer now, that he is beaten at his 
own weapon; this alone is cauſe enough to ſaddle his 
om aß, and to go home, and put the halter about his 
hin own neck. Pride cauſes men both to miſinterpret 
5 graces, and to over-rate them. Now is David's 
prayer heard, Achitophel's counſe! is turned into 
jolſbnefs. Deſperate Achitophel, what if thou be not 
the wiſeſt man of all //-ae/? even thoſe that have not 
tamed to the higheſt pitch of wiſdom have found 
in Neontentment in a mediocrity: what if thy counſel were 
ent | deſpiſed ? 


dom is no protection from thame and ruin. Hoy 
eaſily may a man, though naturally wiſe, be mad: 


loſs, a ſmall affront, can ſoon: rob a man of all com. 
fort, and cauſe his own hands to rob him of himſelf 
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deſpiſed? A wiſe man knows to live happily, in ſpite I love 
of an unjuſt contempt : what madneſs is this, to re- ¶ a ſc 
yenge another man's reputation upon thyſelt ? and, Ml plai 
while thou ſtriveſt for the higheſt room of wiſdom, nM ano 
run into the groſſeſt extremity of folly ? Worldly wil WM mea 
| reaſ 
Meh 
him 
left 
our 
wan 


houſ 


weary of life! A little pain, a little ſhame, a lit 


If there be not higher reſpects than the world ca 
yield, to maintain us in being, it ſhould be a mirack 


if indignation did not kill more than diſeaſe. Noy, H 
that God, by whoſe appointment we live here, fu for | 
his moſt wiſe and holy purpoſes, hath found means uf now 
make life ſweet, and death terrible. there 

What a mixture do we find here of wiſdom au man 
madneſs ! Achitophel will needs hang himſelf; then loyal 
is madneſs: he will yet ſet his houſe in order; there fon, 


is an act of wiſdom. And could it be poſſible that he reſtr: 
who was ſo wiſe as to ſet his houſe in order, ſhoui yours 
be ſo mad as to hang himſelf | that he ſhould be cat favor 
ful to order his houſe, who regarded not to order h what 
impotent paſſions ! that he ſhould care for his hong Deal 
who cared not for either body or ſoul! How vain iti fon ! 

for a man to. be wiſe, if he be not wife in God! Hoi ling 
prepoſterous are the cares of idle worldlings, thu whoſ: 
prefer all other things to themſelves, and, while th lake 


laok at what they have in their cofters, forget v born 


they have in their breaſts! ers, 7 
; | thee 1 

Co NEM. III. The death of AB$ALOMs — 

; | thou 

a HE ſame God, that raiſed enmity to David ron for n 
his own loins, procured him favonr from be g 
reigners ; ſtrangers {hall relieve him, whom his om culg 
{on perſecutes: here is not a loſs, but an exchanged V« 
low 


rr — 


- 
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e love. Had Alem been a fon of Ammon, and S Hobi 
a ſon of David, David had found no cauſe of com- 
WF plaint. If God takes with one hand, he gives with 
tl another; while that divine bounty ſerves us in good 
„ meat, though not in our own diſhes, we have good 
reaſon to be thankful. No ſooner is David come to 
1 Mehanaim, than Barzillai, Machir, and Shobi refreſh 
de him with proviſions. Who ever ſaw any child of God 
left utterly deſtitute! Whoſoever be the meſſenger of 
8 our aid, we know whence he comes; heaven ſhall 
u want power, and earth means, before any of the 
> houſhold of faith ſhall want maintenance. 
, He, that formerly was forced to employ his arms 
for his defence againſt a tyrannous father-in-law, mult 
u now buckle them on againſt an unnatural fon: now 
therefore he muſters his men, and ordains his com- 
nl manders, and marſhals his troops; and, ſince their 
en loyal importunity will not allow the hazard of his per- 
ere fon, he, at once, encourages them by his eye, and 
he reſtrains them with his tongue, Deal gently with the 
ul ung man Abſalom for my ſate. How unreaſonably 
re: fuourable are the wars of a father! O holy Ae. 
hat means this ill-placed love, this unjuſt mercy ! 
ue Deal gently with a traitor , but of all traitors with a 
ibn! of all ſons with an "Abſalom, the graceleſs dar- 
la ling of ſo good a father! and all this for my ſake, 
u whoſe crown, whoſe blood he hunts after! For whoſe 
hel fake. ſhould A45/a/om be purſued, if he muſt be for- 
cha born tor thine ! He was ſtill courteous to thy follow- 
ers, affable to ſuitors, plauſible to all 1/-ae/, only to 
thee he is cruel. Wherefore are thoſe arms, it the 
cauſe of the quarrel muſt be a motive of mercy! Yet 
thou ſayſt, Deal gently with the young man Aba om 
[ro for my ſake. Even in the holieſt parents, nature may 
ede guilty of an injurious tenderneſs, of a bloody in- 
on dulgence. | 
Fed VoL. II. 1 Or, 


love 
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Or, whether ſhall we not rather think this was 
done in type of that unmeafurable mercy of the true 
King, and Redeemer of J/rae/, who prayed for his 
perſecutors, for his murderers; and, even while they 
were at once ſcorning and killing him, could ſay, Fa 
ther forgive them, for they know not what they di. 
If we be ſons, we are ungracious, we are rebellious, 
yet {till is our heavenly Father thus compaſſionateh 
regardful of us. David was not fure of his ſucceſs; 
there was great inequality in the number; A6/a/on's þ 
forces were more than double to his; it might have 
come to the contrary iſſue, that David ſhould have 
been forced to fay, Deal gently with the father if 
Abſalom; but, in a ſuppoſition of that victory, which | 
only the goodneſs of his cauſe bade him hope for, he] 
ſaith, Deal gently with the young man Abſalom. As 
for us, we are never but under mercy; our Gol 
needs no advantages to ſweep us from the earth any 
moment, yet he continues that life, and thoſe powers 
to us, whereby we provoke him, and bids his angel 
deal kindly with us, and bear us in their arms, while Wl it 
we lift up our hands, and bend our tongues again h. 
heaven. O mercy paſt the comprehenſion of all finie Wi ne 
ſpirits, and only to be congeived by him whoſe it h. h: 
never more reſembled by any earthly affection, than ha 
by this of his deputy and type, Deal gently with ti de 
young man Abſalom for my ſake. | | 
Ihe battle is joined; David's followers are but a ha 
handful to Ab/alom's. How eaſily may the fickle mu bu 
titude be tranſported to the wrong fide! What the uu 
wanted in abettors, is ſupplied in the cauſe. Unn- fr 
tural ambition draws the fword of Ab/alom, David, 
a neceſſary and juſt defence. They, that in ſimpy 
city of heart followed 45/alom, cannot, in malice d 
heart, perſecute the father of Ab/alom. With whit 
courage could any 1/raelite draw his ſword 5 

| David. 
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David? or, on the other ſide, who can want courage 
to fight for a righteous ſovereign and father, againſt 


the conſpiracy of a wicked fon? The God of hoſts, 
with whom it is all one ro fave with many or with 
few, takes part with juſtice, and lets {/-ae/ feel what 
it is to bear arms for a traiterous uſurper. The {word 
devours twenty thouſand of them, and the wood de- 
yours more than the ſword : & muſt needs be a very 


univerſal rebellion, wherein ſo many periſhed. What 


virtue or merits can aſſure the heart of the yulgar, 
when ſo gracious a prince finds ſo many revolters ! 
Let no man look to proſper by rebellion : the ver 
thickets, and ſtakes, and pits, and wild beaſts of the 
wood, ſhall conſpire to the puniſhment of traitors. 
Amongſt the reſt, ee how a fatal oak hath ſingled out 
the ringleader of this hateful inſurrection, and will ar 
once ſerve for his hangman and gallaws, by one of 
thoſe, ſpreading arms ſnatching him away to ſpeedy 
execution. Abſalom was comely, and he knew it 
well enough; his hair was no ſmall piece of his beau- 
ty, nor matter of his pride: it was his wont to cut 
it once a year; not for that it was too long, but too 
heavy: his heart would have born it longer, if his 
neck had not complained; and now the juſtice af God 
hath plaitted an halter of thoſe locks; thoſe treſſes 
had formerly hanged looſely diſheyelled on his ſhoul- 
ders,, now he hangs by them. He had want to weigh 
his hair, and was proud to find it ſo heavy ; now his 
hair poiſeth the weight of his body, and makes his 
burden his rorment. It is no marvel, if his own hair 
turned traitor to him who durſt riſe up againſt his 
father. That part, which is miſuſed by man ta ſin, 
is commonly employed by God to revenge; the re- 
venge that it worketh for God, makes amends for the 
offence whereto it is drawn agaiuſt God; the very 
beaſt whereon Ab/alom ſar, as weary to bear ſo un- 
natural a burden, reſigns oyer his load to the tree of 
I 2. juſtice; 


3 
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juſtice: there hangs Abſalom between heaven and 


carth, as one that was hated, and abandoned both cf 


earth and heaven; as if God meant to preſcribe this 
puniſhment for traitors ; Ab/alom, Achitophel, and 
Judas die all one death: ſo let them periſh that dare 
lift up their hand againſt God's anointed. 

The honeſt ſoldier ſees Ab/alom hanging in the oak, 
and dares not rouch him ; his hands were held with 


the charge of David, Beware that none touch the 


oung man Abſalom. nah, upon that intelligence, 
ſees him, and ſmites him, with no leſs than three 
darts. What the ſoldier forbore in obedience, the cap- 
tain doth in zeal ; not fearing to prefer his ſovereign's 
ſafety to his command, and more tendering the lite of 
a king, and peace of his country, than the weak at- 
fection of a father. I dare not fit judge betwixt this 
zeal and that obedience, betwixt the captain and the 
foldier ; the one was a good ſubject, the other a good 
patriot ; the one loved the King, the other loved Da- 
vid, and out of love diſobeyed; the one meant a 
well, as the other ſped. As if God meant to fulfl 
the charge of his anointed, without any blame of his 
ſubjects, it pleaſed him to execute that immediate re- 
venge upon the rebel, which would have diſpatched 
him without hand or dart; only the mule and the oak 
conſpired to this execution; but that death would 
have required more leifure, than it was ſafe for Ira 
to give, and ſtill life would give hope of reſcue; to 
cut off all fears, Foab lends the oak three darts to help 
forward fo needful a work of juſtice. All Iſrael did 
not afford fo firm a friend to Abſalom as Foab had 
been: who, but b, had ſuborned the witty widow 


of, Tetcah, to ſue for the recalling of Ab/alom from 


his three years exile ? who but he, went to fetch him 
from Ge/hur to Jeruſalem? who but he, went to fetch 
him from his houſe at Jeruſalem, whereto he had 
been two years confined, to the face, to the * 
n o 
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r David? Vet now he, that was his ſolicitor for the 


king's favour, is his executioner againſt the king's 
charge. With honeſt hearts all reſpects, either of 
blood or friendſhip, ceaſe in the caſe of treaſon ; well 
hath Jeab forgotten himſelf io be a friend to him, 
who had forgotten himſelf to be a ſon, Even, civilly, 
the king is Gur common father, our country our com- 
mon mother ; nature hath no private relations, which 
ſhould not gladly give place to theſe ; he is neither fa- 
ther, nor ſon, nor brother, nor friend, that conſpires 
againſt the common parent. Well doth he, who ſpake 
parables for his maſter's ſon, now ſpeak darts to his 
king's enemy, and pierces that heart which was falſe 
to ſo great a father. Thoſe darts are ſeconded by 
Feab's followers; each man tries his weapon upon ſo 
fair a mark. One death is not enongh for Abſalom, 


be is at once hanged, ſhot, mangled, ſtoned. Juſtly 


was he lift up to the oak, who had lift up himſelf 
againſt his father and ſovereign ; juſtly is he pierced 
with darts who had pierced his father's heart with 
ſo many ſorrows; juſtly is he mangled, who hath diſ- 
membered and divided all //rael ; juſtly is he ſtoned, 
who not only curſed, but purſued his own parent. 
Now Joab ſounds the retreat, and calls off his eager ' 
troops from execution; however he knew what his 
rebellious countrymen had deſerved in following an 
Abſalom. Wiſe commanders know how to put a dif- 


ference betwixt the heads of a faction and the miſ- 


guided multitude ; and can pity the one while they 


take revenge on the other. 
So did Abſalom eſteem himſelf, that he thought it 


would be a wrong to the world to want the memorial 


of ſo goodly a perſon. God had denied him ſons 3 
how juſt it was that he ſhould want a ſon, who had 
robbed his father of a ſon, who would have robbed 
himſelf of a father, his father of a kingdom? Ir had 


been pity ſo poiſonous a plant ſhould have been fruit- 
| tul ; 
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ful: his pride ſhall ſupply nature, he rears up a ſtate. 
ly pillar in the king's dale, and calls it by his own 
name, that he might live in dead ftones, who could 
not ſurvive in living iflue ; and now behold this curi- 
ous pile ends in a rude heap, which ſpeaks no lan. 
guage but the ſhame of that carcaſe which it covers, 
Hear this ye glorious fools, that care not to perpetu- 
ate any memory of yourſelves to the world, but of 
ill-deſerving greatneſs ; the beſt of this affectation i; 
vanity; the worſt, infamy and diſhonour; whereaz 
the memorial of the juſt ſhall be bleſſed : and if his 
humility ſhall refuſe an epitaph, and chuſe to hide 
himſelf under the bare earth, God himſelf ſhall en- 
M {5 grave his name upon the pillar of eternity. 


There now lies Ab/a/om in the pit, under a thou- iſ 

ſand grave-ſtones, in every of which is written his e- 

verlaiting reproach. Well mighr this heap over-live 

that pillar ; for when that ceaſed to be a pillar, it be- , 

| gan to be an heap, neither will it ceaſe to be a monu- 7 
| ment of Ab/alom's ſhame, while there are ſtones to ; 
| be found upon earth. Even at this day, very Pagans Wi | 
and pilgrims that paſs that way, caſt each man a ſtone 
unto that heap, and are wont to ſay in a ſolemn exe. c 
cration, Curſed be the parricide Ab/alom, and curſed 


be all unjuſt perſecutors of their parents, for ever. 00 
Faſten your eyes upon this woful ſpectacle, O all ye 7 
rebellious and ungracious children, which riſe up a- 
gainſt the loins and thighs from which ye fell; and 
know that it is the leaſt part of your puniſhment, that 1 


your carcaſes rot in the earth, and your name in ig: 
nominy ; theſe do but ſhadow out thoſe eternal fuf- n 
ferings of your ſouls, for your foul and unnatural di 1 
6bedience. Fan BAS 
ö Abſalom is dead; who ſhall report it to his father! 
8 Surely Joab was not ſo much afraid of the fact, as of 
| the meflage. There are buſy ſpirits that love to car- 
ry news, though thankleſs, though purpoſeleſs : uct 
| g | 09 
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was Abimaaz the fon of Zadot, who importunately 
thruſt himſelf into this ſervice: wiſe Foab, who well 
aw how unwelcome tidings muſt be the burden of 
the firſt poſt, diſſuades him in vain: He knew David 
too well, to employ a friend to that errand. An E- 
thiopian ſervant was a fitter bearer of ſuch a meſſage 
than the ſon of the prieſt. The-entertainment of rhe 
perſon doth ſo follow the quality of the news, that 
David could argue afar off, He is @ good man, he co- 
meth with good tidings. O how welcome deſerve 
W thoſe meſſengers to be, that bring us the glad ridings 
of falyation, that affure us of the foil of all ſpiritual 
enemies, and tell us of nothing but victories, and 
W crowns, and kingdoms! If we think not their feet 
beautiful, our hearts are foul with infidelity and ſe- 
cure worldlineſs. 20 | 

So wiſe is Ahimaas grown by Foab's intimation, 
that though he out-went Cufh: in his pace, he ſuffers 
Cuſbi to out- go him in his tale, cunningly ſuppreſſing 
that part which he knew muſt be both neceſſarily de- 
livered, and unpleaſingly received. 

As our care is wont to be where our love is, David's 
firſt word is not, how fares the hoſt ? but, How fares 
the young man Abſalom. Like a wiſe and faithful 
e Cuſbi anſwers by an honeſt inſinuation, 
F The enemies of my lord the king, and all that riſe a- 
D gainſt thee to do thee hurt, be as that young man 
16 implying both what was done, and why David 
50 ſhould approve it being done. How is the good king 
5 thunder - ſtruck with that word of his blackmoor ! 
41 Who, as if he were at once bereaved of all comfort, 

and cared not to live but in the name of Abſalom, 
goes and weeps, and cries out, O my fon Abſalom, 


© of my ſon, my ſon Abſalom, would ' God I had died 
— for thee! O Abſalom, my ſon, my fon! What is 


ais we hear? that he whoſe life rue valued at 
uc . * - - , 
ten thouſand of theirs, Could be exchanged with a 
traitor's: 
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traitor's: that a good king, whoſe life was ſouglu, WM thc 
ſhould wiſh to lay it down for the preſervation of his WM the 
murderer. The beſt men have not wont to be the {MI an: 
leaſt paſſionate. But what ſhall we ſay to that love e, 
of thine, O Saviour, who haſt ſaid of us wretched the 
traitors, not, Would God I had died for you ; but dot 
I will die, I do die, I have died for you. O love, cho 
like thyſelf, infinite, incomprehenſible, whereat the ha: 
angels of heaven ſtand yet amazed, wherewith thy on 
ſaints are raviſhed! Turn, away thine eyes fo = 
me, for they overcome me. O thou that dwelleſt nl the 
the * the companions hearken to thy voice; ¶ pet 


cauſe us to hear it; that we may in our meaſure a-. vin 
ſwer thy love, and enjoy it for ever. ſtal 
par 

CoN TEM. IV. SHEBA's rebellion. _. l 1 


T was the doom which God paſſed upon the man clai 
after his own heart, by the mouth of Nathan, inv 
that the ſword ſhould never depart from his houſe, ( 
for the blood of Uriah : after that wound healed hin 
remiſſion, yet this ſcar remains. Abſalom is no ſooner | npo 
caſt down into the pit, than Sheba the ſon of Bichn MF to 
is up in arms: if David be not plagued, yet he ſhall witl 
be corrected ; firſt by the rod of a fon, then of a ſub- thoi 
jet. He had lift up his hand againſt a faithful ſub-W #4 


jet; now a faithleſs dares to lift up his hand again thre 
him. Malice, like ſome hereditary ſickneſs, runs u en 
a blood; Saul and Shimei, and Sheba were all of an WW mor 
houſe; chat ancient grudge was not yet dead: tne in 
fire of the houſe of Jemini was but raked up, never MI of 1 
thoroughly out; and now that, which did but ſmoke — 

N 


in Shimei, flames in Sheba ; although, even throug| 
this chaſtiſement, it is not hard to diſcern a type ol 
that perpetual ſucceſſion of enmity, which ſhould ht 
raiſed againſt the true King of //rae/. O ſon of Da- 


vid, when didſt thou ever ent enemies! How wen 
| thol 
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mou deſigned by thine eternal Father, for a ſign that 
thould be ſpoken againſt ? How did the Gentiles rage, 
and the people imagine vain things? The kings of the 
earth aſſembled, and the rulers came together againſt 
thee. Lea, how do the ſubjects of thine own king- 
dom daily conſpire againſt thee? Even now, while 


| thou enſoyeſt peace, and glory at thy father's right 


hand, as foon ſhalt thou want friends as enemies up- 
on earth. 

No eye of any traitor could eſpy a juſt quarrel in 
the government of David; yet Sheba blows the trum- 


pet of rebellion ; and, while [/rae/ and Judah are ſtri- 


ving who ſhould have the greateſt part in their re- e- 
ſtabliſhed ſovereign, he ſticks not to ſay, We have ns 

art in David, neither have we inheritance in the ſon 
of Jeſſe ; and, while he ſays, Every man to hrs tents, 
0 Iſrael, he calls every man to his own; ſo, in pro- 
claiming a liberty from a juſt and loyal fubjettian, he 
invites {/rael to the bondage of an uſurper. 

That a lewd conſpirator ſhould breathe treafon, it 
is no wonder; but is it not wonder and thame, that, 
upon every mutinous blaſt, Yrael ſhould turn traitor 
to God's anointed? It was their late expoſtulation 
with David, why their brethren, the men of. Judah, 
ſhould have ſtolen him from them: now might Da- 
vid more juſtly expoſtulate, why a rebel of their bre- 
thren ſhould have ſtolen them from him. .*; nothing 
is more unſtable than the multirude, ſo nothing is 
more ſubject to diſtaſtes than ſovereignty; for as weak 
minds ſeek pleaſure in change, ſa every light conceit 
of irritation ſeems” ſufficient colour of change : ſuch 
the falſe diſpoſitions of the vulgar are! Love cannot 
be ſecurity enough for - princes, without the awtul- 
neſs of power: what hold can there be of popularity, 
when the ſame hands, that even now fought tor Da- 
vid to be all theirs, now fight againſt him, under the 
lon of Bichri, as none of theirs? As bees, when they 
Vol. Il. K are 
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are once up in a ſwarm, are ready to light upon eye. 
ry bough ; ſo the 1/raelites, being ſtirred by the late 
commotion of Abſalom, are apt to follow every She: 
ba. It is unſafe for any ſtate, that the multitude 
ſhould once know the way to an inſurrection ; the 
- leaſt track in this kind is eaſily made a path. Yet, if 
I1/rael rebel, Judah continues faithful; neither ſhall 
the ſon of David ever be left deſtitute of ſome true 
ſubjects in the worſt of apoſtaſies. He, that could com- 

mand all hearts, will ever be followed by ſame: God 
had rather glorify himſelf by a remnant. 

Great commanders muſt have active thoughts: Da- 
did is not ſo taken up with the embroiled affairs of 
his ſtate, as not to intend domeſtic juſtice. His ten 
concubines, which, were ſhameleſly defiled by his in- 
ceſtuous ſon, are condemned to ward and widowhood, 
Had not that conſtupration been partly violent, their 
puniſhment had not been ſo eaſy ; had it not alſo been 
partly voluntary, they had not been ſo much puniſh- 
ed: but how much ſocver the act did partake of 
cither force, or will, juſtly are they ſequeſtered from 
David's bed: Abſalom was not more unnatural in his 
rebellion than in his luſt: if now David ſhould have 
returned to his own bed, he had ſeconded the inceſt, 
How much more worthy of ſeparation are they, 
N have ſtained the marriage- bed with their wilful 

m! FE * 

Amaſa was one of the witneſſes and abettors of 40. 
falom's filthineſs; yet is he, out of policy, received 
to favour and employment, while the concubines ſut- 
fer. Great men yield many times to thoſe things, out 
of reaſons of ſtate, which, if they were private perſons, 
could not be eaſily put over. It is no ſmall wiſdom 


to engage a new reconciled friend, 'that he may be 
confirmed by his own act: therefore is Amaſa com- 
manded to levy the forces of Judah. Joab, after 
many great merits and atchievements, lies ruſting in 
8 negleck: 
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neglect: he, that was fo entire with David, as to he 
of his counſel for Uriah's blood, and ſo firm to David, 
as to lead all his battles againſt the houſe of Saul, the 
Ammonites, the Aramites, Abſalom, is now caſhiered, 
and muſt yield his place to a ſtranger, late an enemy. 
Who knows not that this ſon of Zeruiab had ſhed the 
blood of war in peace? But if the blood of Ab/Alom 
had not been louder than the blood of Abner, I fear 
this change had not been. Now 7eab ſmarteth for a 


loyal diſobedience. How ſlippery are the ſtations of 


earthly honours, and ſubje& ro continual mutabiliry ! 
Happy are they who are in favour with him, in whom 
there is no ſhadow of change! 

Where men are commonly moſt ambitious to pleaſe 
with their firſt employments, Amaſa flackens his pace. 
The leaſt delay, in matters of rebellion, is perilous, 
may be irrecoverable. The ſons of Zeruiah are not 
ſullen; Abiſhai is ſent, Foab goes unſent to the pur- 
ſuit of Sheba, Amaſa was in their way, whom no 
quarrel but their envy had made of a brother an ene- 
my. Had the heart of Amaſa been privy to any cauſe 
of grudge, he had ſuſpected the kiſs of e, now 
his innocent eyes look to the lips, not to the hand of 
his ſecret enemy; the lips were ſmooth, Art thou in 
health, my brother? The hand was bloody, which 
{mote him under the fifth rib ; that unhappy hand 
knew well this way unto death, which with one 
wound hath let out the fouls of two great captains, 


| dbner and Amaſa;. both they were ſmitten by ab, 


both under the fifth rib, both under a pretence of 
friendſhip. There is no enmity ſo dangerous, as that 
which comes maſked with love. Open hoſtility calls 
us to our guard; but there is no fence againſt a truſt- 
ed treachery. We need not be bidden to avoid an 
enemy ; but who would run away from a friend ? 
Thus ſpiritually deals the world with our ſouls, it 
kiſſes us, and ſtabs us at r if it did not embrace 
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us with one hand, it could not murder us with the 
other : only, God deliver us from the danger of our 
truſt, and we ſhall be ſafe. 

Zoab is gone, and leaves Amaſa wallowing in blood; 
that ſpectacle cannot but ſtay all paſſengers. The 


death of great perſons draws ever many eyes: each | 


man ſays, Is not this my lord Amaſa? Wherefore 


do we go to fight, while our general lies in the dull? 


What a ſad prefage is this of our own. miſcarriage, 
The wit of Joab's followers hath therefore ſoon both 
removed Amaſa out of the way, and coyered him, not 
regarding ſo much the loſs, as the eye- ſore of /jral. 
Thus wicked politics care not ſo much for the commut- 
ſion of villany, as for the notice. Smothered evils 
are as not done: if oppreſſions, if murder, if treaſons 
may be hid from view, the obdured heart of the ot- 
fender complains not of remorſe. 

Bloody Foab, with what face, with what heart cant 
thou purſue a traitor to thy king, while thou thyſelt 
art ſo foul a traitor to thy friend, to thy couſin- ger. 
man, and, in ſo unſeaſonable a flaughter, to thy ſo- 
vereign, whoſe cauſe thou profeſſeſt to revenge! Ii 
Amaſa were now in an act of loyalty, juſtly, on God's 


part, paid for the arrearages of his late rebellion, yet 


that it ſhould be done by thy hand, then and thus, 
it was flagitiouſly cruel: yet, behold, Feab runs away 
ſecurely with the fact, haſting to plague that, in ano- 
ther, whereof himſelf was no leſs guilty. So valt arc 
the gorges of ſome conſciences, that they can ſwalloy 


the greateſt crimes, and find no ſtrain in the paſlage. 


It is poſſihle for a man to be faithful to ſome one 


” perſon, and perfidious to all others. I do not fin! 


Joab other than firm and loyal to David, in the midi 
of all his private falſhoods, whoſe juſt quarrel be 
purſues againſt Sheba, through all the tribes of 1/rae. 
None of all the ſtrong forts of revolted 1/-2e/ can hide 
the rebel from the zeal of his revenge. The 9 
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el lends harbour to that conſpirator, whom all //- 
ae would, aud cannot protect. Ffoad caits up a 
mount againſt it, and having invironed it with a ſiege, 
begins to work upon the wall; and now, after long 
chace, is in hand to dig out that vermin, which had 
earthed lumfelt in this borough of Bethmaachah. Had 
not the city been ſtrong and populous, Sheba had not 
caſt lumſelt tor ſuccour within thoſe walls; yet, of all 
the inhabitants, I ſee not any one man move for the 
preſervation of their whole body : only a woman un- 
dertakes to treat with Foab tor their ſafety. Thoſe 
men, whoſe ſpirits were great enough to maintain a 
traitor againſt a mighty king, ſcorn not to give way 
to the wiſdom of a matron : there is no reafon that 
ſex ſhould diſparage, where the virtue and merit is 
no leſs than maſculine. Surely the foul acknowledg- 
eth no ſex, neither is, varied according to the outward 
frame. How oft have we known female hearts in the 
breaſts of men, and contrarily, manly powers in the 
weaker veſſels? It is injurious to meaſure the a& by 
the perſon, and not rather to eſteem the perſon for 
the act. | 

She, with no leſs prudence than courage, challen- 
geth Foab for the violence of his aſſault, and lays to 
him that law, which he could not be an [/raeltte and 
diſavow: the Jaw of the God of peace, whole charge 
it was, that, when they ſhould come near to a city to 
hight againſt it, they ſhould offer it peace; and if this 
v Wl tender muſt be made to foreigners, how much more 
e,. to brethren ? So as chey mult inquire of Abel ere they 
ne WF battered it. War is the extreme act of vindicative ju- 
x WF ſlice ; neither doth God ever approve it for any other 
lt BY than a deſperate remedy, and, it. it have any other end 
chan peace, it turns into public murder. It is there- 
bre an inhuman cruelty.to ſhed blood, where we have 
de not proffered fair conditions of peace, the refuſal 
o! WF vcrcof is juſtly puniſhed with the fword of revenge. 
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Foab was a man of blood ; yet, when the wiſe wo- 
man of Abel charged him with going about to deſtroy 
a mother in 7/-ae!, and ſwallowing up the inheritance 
of the Lord, with what vehemency doth he depre- 
cate that challenge! God forbid, God forbid it me, 
that I fhould devour or deſtroy it. Although that 
city, with the reſt, had engaged itſelf in Sheba's ſedi. 
tion, yet how zealcuſly doth Foab remove from him. 
ſelf the ſuſpicion of an intended vaſtation? How fear- 
ful ſhall their anſwer 'be, who, upon the quarrel of 
their own ambition, have not ſpared to waſte whole 
tribes of the /frae/ of God! It was not the faſhion 
of David's captains to aſſault any city ere they ſum- 
moned it; here they did. There be ſome things that, 
in the very fact, carry their own conviction; ſo did 
Abel in the entertaining, and abetting a known con- 
ſpirator: Jab challenges them for the offence, and 
requires no other ſatisfaction than the head of Sheba, 
This matron had not deſerved the name of wiſe and 
faithful in [#ae!, if the had not both apprehended the 
juſtice of the condition, and commended it to her ci- 
tizens, whom ſhe had eaſily perſuaded to ſpare their 
own heads, in not ſparing a traitor's. It had been pity 
thoſe walls ſhould have ſtood, if they had been too 
high to throw a traitor's head over. 

Spiritually the caſe is ours: every man's breaſt 1s 
as 'a city incloſed; every fin is a traitor that lurks 
within thoſe walls; God calls to us for SHeba's head; 
neither hath he any quarrel to our perſon, but for 
our ſin. If we love the head of our traitor above the 
life of our ſoul, we ſhall juſtly periſh in the vengeance, 
We cannot be more willing to part with our fin, than 
our merciful God is to withdraw his judgments. 

Now is Foab returned with ſucceſs, and hopes, by 
Sheba's head, to pay the price of Amaſa's blood; Da- 
vid hates the murder, entertains the man, defers the 
revenge ; Joab had made himſelf fo great, fo necefla- 
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ry, that David may neither miſs, nor puniſh him. 
Policy led the king to connive at that which his heart 
abhorred. I dare not commend that wiſdom, which 
holds the hands af princes from doing juſtice. Great 
men have ever held it a point of worldly ſtate, not 
always to pay where they have been conſcious to a 
debt of either favour or puniſhment; but to make 
me their ſervant for both. Solomon ſhall once de- 
fray the arrearages of his father. In the mean time 
Joab commands and proſpers, and David is fain to 
ſmile on that face, whereon he hath, in his ſecret de- 
ſtination, written the characters of death. 


Cox TEA. v. The GIBEONITEs revenged. 


id | 

. "PHE reign of David was moſt troubleſome to- 
"ll wards the ſhutting up, wherein both war and 
2, famine conſpire to afflict him; almoſt forty years had 
1d he fat in the throne of //-ae/ with competency, if not 
ne abundance of all things; now at laſt are his people 


viſited with a long dearth : we are not at firſt ſenſible 
of common evils. Three years drought and ſcarcity 
iv {Ware gone over, ere David conſults with God, con- 
oo Neerning the occaſion of the judgment; now he found 
it high time to ſeek the face of the Lord. The conti- 
is nuance of an affliction ſends us to God, and calls upon 
ks Ws to aſk for a reckoning; whereas, like men ſtricken 
d; {Wn their fleep,' a ſudden blow cannot make us to find 
ourſelves, but rather aſtoniſheth than teacheth us. 
David was himſelf a prophet of God, yet had not 
the Lord, all this while, acquainted him with the 
rounds of his proceedings - againſt Iſrael ; this ſe- 
ret was hid from him, till he conſulted with the 
Vrin; ordinary means ſhall reveal that to him, which 
no viſion had defcried; and if God will have prophets 
o have recourſe unto the prieſts, for the notice of his 
ml, bow much more muſt the people? Even thoſe 
that 


8% CONTEMPLATIONS. 


that are inwardeſt with God muſt have uſe of the 
om c 

Juſtly it is preſuppoſed by David, that there was / 
never judgment from God, where hath not been a \ 
provocation from men ; therefore, when he ſees the f 
plague, he inquires for the ſin. Never man ſmarted y 
cauſeleſly from the hand of divine juſtice. O that, g 
when we ſuffer, we could aſk what we have done, f. 
and could guide our repentance to the root of our WW h 
_ evils. G 


That God, whoſe counſels are ſecret, even 1 whin 0 
his actions are open, will not be cloſe to his prophet, 
to his prieſt: without inquiry we ſhall Know nothing; WW tl 
upon inquiry nothing ſhall be concealed from us, tha WW hi 
is fit for us to know. T 
Who can chuſe but. wonder at once, both at Du- re 
vid's flackneſs in conſulting with God, and God 
freed in anſwering ſo flow a demand! He, that fo = ki 
knew the way to God's oracle, ſuffers 1/-ae! to be thi 
three years pinched with famine, ere he aſks why MF to! 
they ſuffer. Even the beſt hearts may be overtake I tel 
with dulneſs in holy duties; but O the marvellou WW crc 
mercy of God, that takes not the advantage of or WF wh 
weakheſſes | David's queſtion is not more flow, than WW no 


his anſwer is ſpeedy ; It is for Saul, and for i Ot 
bloody houſe, becauſe he flew the Gibeonites. Mo 37 
was full of fins, beſides thoſe of Saul's houſe ; Saul: | 
houſe was full of fins, beſides thoſe of blood ; mud WF hai 
blood was ſhed by them, beſides that of the Gib by 
onites: yet the juſtice of God ſingles out this on: WF hor 
fin of violence offered to the Gibeonites contra tou 
to the league made by Jo/bua, ſome four hunde eph 
years before, for the occaſion of this late veuge Aln 
ance. Where the cauſes of offence are infinite, \ We 
is juſt with God to pitch upon ſome; it is merciſi 

not to puniſh for all: well near forty years are pa 


betwixt the commiſſion of the ſin, and the reckoni! 
| L 
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for it. It is 4 vain hope that is raiſed from the delay 
of judgment ; no time can be any prejudice to the 
Ancient of days: when we have forgotten our fins, 
when the world hath. forgotten us, he ſues us afreſh 
for our arrearages. The flaughter of the Gibeonites 
was the ſin not of the preſent, but rather of the former 
generation; and now poſterity pays for their fore- 
fathers. Even we men hold it not unjuſt to ſue the 
heirs and executors of our debitors : eternal payments 


| God uſes only to require of the perſon, temporary 


oft-times of ſucceſſion, 

As Saul was higher by the head and ſhoulders than 
the reſt of 7/-ae}, both in ſtature and dignity, ſo were 
his fins more conſpicuous than thoſe of the vulgar. 
The eminence of the perſon makes the oftence more 
remarkable, to the eyes both of God and men. 

Neither Saul nor 1/rael were faultleſs in other 
kinds; yet God fixes the eye of his revenge upon 


the maſſacre of the Gibeonites. Every fin hath a 


tongue, but that of blood over-cries, and drowns the 
reſt, He, who is mercy itſelf; abhors cruelty in his 
creature above all other inordinateneſs: that holy foul, 


| which was heavy preſſed with the weight of an hei- 


hous adultery, yer cries out, Deliver me from blood, 
O God, the God of my ſalvation, and my tongue ſhall 


| . ing of thy righteouſneſs. 


God would take account of blood, he might 
have entered the action upon the blood of Uriah ſpilt 
by David; or, if he would rather inſiſt in Saul's 
houſe, upon the blood of Abimelech the prieſt, and 
tourſcore and five perſons that did wear a linen 
ephod : but it pleaſed the wiſdom and juſtice of the 
Almighty, rather to call for the blood of the Gibeo- 
mtes, though drudges of Ifrael, and a remnant of 
Amorites, Why this? There was a perjury attend- 
ing upon this ſlaughter ? it was an ancient oath where- 


in the princes of the congregation had bound them- 
Yor. IL L ſelves, 
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ſelves, upon Joſhua's league, to the Gibeonites, that 
they would ſuffer them to live; an oath extorted by 
fraud, but ſolemn, by no leſs name than the Lord 
God of Iſrael. Saul will now, thus late, either not ac- 
knowledge it, or not keep it; out of his zeal there- 
fore to the children of Vael and Judah, he roots 
out ſome of the Gibeonites, whether in a zeal of re- 
venge of their firſt impoſture, or in a zeal of enlar- 
ging the poſſeſſions of J/rael, or in a zeal of executing 
God's charge upon the brood of Canaanites he, that 
ſpared Agag whom he ſhould have ſmitten, ſmites the 
Gibeonites whom he ſhould have ſpared. Zeal and 
good intention is no excuſe, much Jeſs a warrant for 
evil : God holds it an high indignity that his name 
ſhould be ſworn by, and violated. Length of time 
cannot diſpenſe with our oaths, with our vows; the 
vows and oaths of others may bind us, how much 
more our own ? | 

There was a famine in Iſrael ; a natural man would 
have aſcribed it unto the drought, and that drought, 
perhaps, to ſome conſtellations : David knows to look 
higher, and ſees a divine hand ſcourging 1/rae/ for 
ſome great offence, and over-ruling thoſe ſecond 
cauſes to his moſt juſt executions. Even the molt 
quick-ſighted worldling is purblind to ſpiritual object, 
and the weakeſt eyes of the regenerate pierce the hea- 
vens, and eſpy God in all earthly occurrences. 

So well was David acquainted with God's proceed. 
ings, that he knew the removal-of the judgment mult 
begin at the ſatisfaction of the wronged, At once 
therefore doth he pray unzo God, and treat with the 
Gibeonites; What fhall I do for you, and where 
with ſhall I make the atonement, that I may ble 
. the inheritance of the Lord? In vain ſhould David 
though a propher, bleſs 1/rael, if the Gibeonites did 


not bleſs them. Injuries done us on egrth give u 
power 


— 
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power in heaven; the oppreſſor is in no man's mercy, 
but his whom he hath trampled upon. ; 4 

Little did the Gibeonites think, that God had fo 
taken to heart their wrongs, that, for their ſakes, all 
Iſtael ſhould ſuffer. Even, when we think not of it, is the 
righteous Judge avenging our unrighteous vexations, 
Our hard meaſures cannot be hid from him ; his re- 
turns are hid from us. It is ſufficient for us, that God 
8 can be no more neglecttve, than ignorant of our ſuf- 
ferings. It is now in the power of theſe deſpiſed Hi- 
vites to make their own terms with Vrael : neither 


Kt filver nor gold will favour with them towards their ſa- 
vob tistaction; nothing can expiate the blood of their fa- 
* thers, but the blood of ſeven ſons of their deceaſed 
* perſecutor. Here was no other than a juſt retaliation: 
Saul had puniſhed in them the offence of their prede- 
b ceſſors; they will now revenge Saul's fin in his chil- 
1 dren. The meaſure we mete unto others is, with 
\ WW much equity, remeaſured unto ourſelves. Every 
1 death would not content them of Saul's ſons, but a : 
. curſed and ignominious hanging on the tree; neither 
11 would that death content them, unleſs their own, hands 


" might be the executioners; neither would any place 
| ſerve for the execution but Grbeah, the court of Saul; . 


e neither would they do any of this for the wrecking of 
* their own fury, but for the appeaſing of God's wrath, 
4 » will hang them up unto the Lord in Gibeah of 
175 ul. 

Ki David might not refuſe the condition: he muſt de- 
pro liver, they muſt execute; he chuſes out ſeven of the 


ſons and grand-children of Saul. That houſe had 
1 niſed long an unjuſt perſecution againſt David, now 
117 God pays it vpom another's ſcore. David's love and 
aach to Jonathan preſerves lame Mephiboſheth ; how 
much more ſhall the Father of all mercies do good 
unto the children of the faithful, for the covenant 
made with their parents ! 

L 2 The 
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The five ſons of Adriel the Meholathite, David's 
ancient rival in his firſt love, which were born to him 
by Merab, SauPs daughter, and brought up by her 
barren ſiſter Michal, the wife of David, are yielded 
up to death; Merab was, after a promiſe of mars 
riage to David, unjuſtly given away by Saul to Adriel; 
Michal ſeems to abet] the match, in breeding the chil- 
dren; now, in one act, not of David's ſeeking, the 
wrong is thus late avenged upon Saul, Adriel, Me. 
rab, Michal, the children, It is a dangerous mat- 
ter to offer injury to any of God's faithful ones; if 
their meekneſs have eaſily remitted it, their God vil 
not pals it over without a ſevere retribution, 

Theſe five, together with two ſons of Riapab, Ml - 
Saul's concubine, are hanged up at once before the Ml 1 
Lord, yea and before the eyes of the world; no i ji 
place but an hill will ferve for this execution. The WM » 
acts of juſtice, as they are intended for example, on 
they ſhould be done in that eminent faſhion, that may ! 
make them both moſt inſtructive, and moſt terrifying; M / 
unwarrantable courſes of private revenge ſeek to hide 
their 4 eads in ſecrecy; the beautiful face of juſtice WM to 
both affects the light, and becomes it. th 

It was the general charge of God's law, that no corps ſu 
ſhould remain all night upon the gibbet; the A. G 
mighty hath power to diſpenſe with his own com- of 
mand; ſo doubtleſs he did in this extraordinary caſe; 
theſe carcaſes did not defile, but expiate, Sorrow 
ful Riapah ſpreads her a tent of ſackcloth upon the 
rock, for a fad attendance upon thoſe ſons of her 
womb ; death might bercave her ef them, not them 
of her love. This ſpectacle was not more grievous t0 
her, than pleaſing to God, and happy to 1/rael. Nov 
the clouds drop fatneſs, and the earth runs forth into 
plenty. The Gibeonttes are ſatisfied, God reconciled, 
{frael relieved. 
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How bleſſed a thing it is for a nation, that juſtice 
is unpartially executed, even upon the mighty! A 
few drops of blood have procured large ſhowers from 
heaven, A few carcaſes are a rich compoſt to the 
earth; the drought and dearth remove away with the 
breath of thoſe pledges of the offender : judgment 
cannot tyrannize where juſtice reigns: as, contrarily, 
there can be no peace where blood cries unheard, un- 
regarded, 


ConTEM. vi. The numbering of the people. 


SRAEL was grown wanton and mutinous; God 
pulls them down, firſt by the ſword, then by fa- 
mine, now by peſtilence. O the wondrous, and yet 
jult ways of the Almighty ! Becauſe Mae hath ſin- 
ned, therefore David {hall fin, that rae! may be pu- 
niſhed ; becauſe God is angry with [/rael, therefore 
David ſhall anger him more, and ſtrike himſelf in 
ljrael, and Iſrael through himſelf, 

The Spirit of God elſewhere aſcribes this motion 
to Satan, which here it attributes to God ; both had 
their hand in the work ; God by permiſſion, Satan by 
ſuggeſtion; God as a judge, Satan as an enemy; 
God as in a juſt puniſhment for ſin, Satan as in an a& 
of fin; God in a wiſe ordination of it to good, Satan in 
a malicious. intent of confuſion, Thus at once God 
moved, and Satan moved; neither is it any excuſe to 
Satan or David, that God moved; neither is it any 
blemiſh to God, that Satan moved; the ruler's ſin is 
a puniſhment to a wicked people ; though they had 
many fins of their own, whereon God might have 
grounded a judgment, yet, as before, he had puniſh- 
ed them with dearth for Saul's fin, ſo now he will not 


puniſh them with plagues, but for David's fin. If 


God were not angry with a people, he would not 
give up their governors to ſuch evils, as whereby he 
18 


F 
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is provoked to vengeance; and if their governors be 
thus given up, the people cannot be fate, The body 
drowns, not while the head is above the water, when 
that once finks, death is near; juſtly therefore are we 
charged ro make prayers and ſupplications, as for all, 
ſo eſpecially for thoſe that are in eminent authority: 
when we pray for ourſelves, we pray not always for 


them; but we cannot pray for them, and not pray for 


ourſelves. The public weal is not compriſed in the 
private, but the private in the public. 

What then was David's ſin? He will needs have 
Iſrael and Judah numbered. Surely there is no ma- 
lignity in numbers; neither is it unfit for a prince to 
know his own ſtrength ; this is not the firſt time that 
Jjrael had gone under a reckoning. The act offends 
not, but the miſ- affection; the ſame thing had been 
conmendably done out of a princely providence, 
which now, through the curioſity, pride, miſ-confi- 
dence of the doer, proves heinouſly vicious. - Thoſe 
actions, which are in themſelves indifferent, receive 
either their life, or their bane, from the intentions of 
the agent. My/es numbereth the people with thanks, 


David with diſpleaſure. Thoſe fins, which carry the 
ſmootheſt foreheads and have the moſt, honeſt ap- 


pearances, may more provoke the wrath of God, than 
thoſe which bear the molt abomination in their faces. 
How many thouſand wickedneſſes paſſed through the 
hands of //rael, which we men would rather hare 
branded out for judgment, than this of David's 
The righteous Judge of the world cenſures fins, not 
by their ill-looks, but by their foul hearts. 

Who can but wonder to ſee Joab the ſaint, and Da- 
vid the treſpaſſer 2 No prophet could ſpeak better than 
that man of blood; The Lord thy God increaſe the 


people an hundred fold more than they be, and 


that the eyes of my lord the king may ſee it; but 


why duth my lord the king defire this thing! There 
is 
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z no man ſo lewd as not to be ſometimes in good 


moods, as not to diſlike ſome evil; contrarily, no man 
on earth can be ſo holy, as not ſometimes to overlaſh. 
It were pity that either Joab or David ſhould be tried 
by every act. How commonly have we ſeen thoſe 
men ready -to give good advice to others, for the a- 


| roiding of ſome ſins, who, in more groſs outrages, have 


not had grace to counſel their own hearts? The ſame 
man, that had deſerved death from David for his treach- 
erous cruelty, diſſuades David from an act that carried 
but a ſuſpicion of evil; it is not ſo much to be regard- 
ed, who it is that admoniſheth us, as what he brings. 


Good counſel is never the worſe for the foul carriage. 


There are ſome diſhes that we may eat, even from 
ſluctiſh hands. 

The purpoſe of ſin in a faithful man is odious, 
much more the reſolution. Notwithſtanding Foab's 
diſcreet admonition, David will hold on his courſe, 


and will know the number of 'he people, ouly that 


he may know it, Jab and the captains addreſs them- 
ſelves to the work. In things which are not in them- 
ſelyes evil, it is not for ſubjects to diſpute, but to o- 
bey. That, which authoriry may fin in commanding, 
i; done of the inferior, not with ſafety only, but with 
praiſe, Nine months and twenty days is this general 
muſter in hand; at laſt the number is brought in, / 
rael is found eight hundred thouſand ſtrong ; Judah 
ive hundred thouſand; the ordinary companies which 
ſerved by courſe for the royal guard, four and twenty 
thouſand each month, needed not be reckoned ; the 
addition of them, with their ſeveral captains raiſes 
the ſum of J/rael to the rate of eleven hundred thou- 
land. A power able to puff up a carnal heart : but 
how can an heart that is more than fleſh truſt to an 
arm of fleſh? O holy David, whither hath a glorious 
fanity tranſported thee ! Thou which once didſt ſing 
lo ſweetly, Put not your truſt in princes nor in 

the 
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the ſon of man, for there is np help in him. Hi 
breath departeth, and he returneth to his earth, 


then his 22 periſh. Bleſſed is he that hath 8 


the God of Jacob for his help, whoſe hope is in 
the Lord his God. How canſt thou now ſtoop to ſo 
unſafe and unworthy a confidence ? | 

As ſome ſtomachful horſe that will not be ſtopt in 
his career with the ſharpeſt bit, bur runs on headily, 
till he come to ſome wall or ditch, and there ſtands 
{till and trembles; ſo did David: all the diſſuaſions of 
Joab could not reſtrain him from his intended courſe; 
almoſt ten months doth he run on impetuouſly in 
way of his own, rough and dangerous, at laſt hi 
heart ſmites him; the conſcience of his offence, and the 
fear of judgment, have ferched him upon his knees: 
O Lord, I have ſinned exceedingly in that I han: 
done; therefore now, Lord, I beſeech thee tale 
awry the treſpaſs of thy ſervant, for I have div 
very fooliſhly. It is poſſible for a ſin not to bait 
only, but to ſojourn in the holieſt ſoul: but, though 
it ſojourn there as a ſtranger, it ſhall not dwell there 
as an owner. The renewed heart, after ſome 10- 
vings of error, will once, ere over-long, return home 
to itſelf, and fall out with that ill guide wherewith it 
was miſled, and with itſelf for being miſled ; and nov 
it is reſolved into tears, and breathes forth nothing 
but fighs, and confeſſions, and deprecations. 
Here needed no Nathan, by a parabolical circum 
locution, to fetch in David to a ſight and acknowledg: 
ment of his ſin: the heart of the penitent ſuppliel 
the prophet; no other tongue could ſmite him { 
deep as his own thoughts: but though his reins che 
ſtiſed him in the night, yet his ſeer ſcourges him i 
the morning; Thus faith the Lord, I offer tit 
three things, chuſe thee which of them I ſhall d 
unto thee. But what fhall we ſay to this? Woe! 


upon the propher's reproof, for an adultery chin 
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with murder, David did but ſay, I have finned, 
it was preſently returned, God hath put away thy 
fm; neither did auy ſmart follow, but the death 
of a miſ-begotten infant; and now, when he volunta- 
rily reproved himſelf for but a needleſs muſter, and 
fought for pardon unbidden, with great humiliation, 
God ſends him three terrible ſcourges, famine, ſword, 
or peſtilence ; that he may chuſe with which of them 
he had rather to bleed, he ſhall have the favour of an 
election, not of a remiſſion. God is more angered 
with a ſpiritual, and immediate affront offered to his 
majeſty, in our pride and falſe confidence in earthly | 
things, than with a fleſhly crime, though heinoully 
ſeconded. 

It was an hard and woful choice, of three years fa- 
mine added to three fore-paſt; or of three months 
flight from the ſword of an enemy, or three days pe- 
ſtilence: the Almighty, that had fore-· determined his 
judgment, refers it to David's will as fully as if it 
were utterly undetermined, God had reſolved, yet 
David may chuſe: that infinite wiſdom hath foreſeen 
the very will of his creature; which, while it freely 
inclines itſelf to what it bad rather, unwittingly wills 
that which was fore-appointed in heaven. 

We do well believe thee, O David, that thou wert 
in a wonderful ſtrait; this very liberty is no other 
than fetters : thou needſt not have famine, thou needſt 
not have the ſword, thou needſt not have peſtilence; 
one of them thou muſt have: there is miſery in all, 
there is miſery in any; thou and thy people can die 
but once; and once they muſt die, either by famine, 
war or peſtilence. O God, how vainly do we hope 
to paſs over our fins with impunity, when all the fa- © 
vour that David and Iſrael can receive, is to chuſe 
their bane |! | 

Yet behold, neither ſins, nor threats, nor fears, can 
bereaye a true penitent of his faith; Let us fall now 

Yor, II. M : into 
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into the hands of the Lord, for his meraes or 
great. There can be no evil of puniſhment bote 
wherein God hath not an hand; there could be no clea 
famine, no ſword, without him: but ſome evils are gr 
more immediate from a divine ſtroke ; fuch was that JW ove! 
llague into which David is unwillingly willing to fall, WW now 
He had his choice of days, months, years, In the days 
ſame number; and though the ſhortneſs of time, pre. W dow 
fixed to the threatened peſtilence, might ſeem to of. read 
fer ſome advantage for the leading of his election ; ye; WM br 
God meant, and David knew it, herein to proportioa MI gel, 
the difference of time to the violence. of the plague; ¶ vrot 
neither ſhould any fewer perith by ſo few days peſti- WW gu 
lence, than by ſo many years famine. Ihe wealthieſt I 2cis 
might avoid the dearth, the ſwifteſt might run away WM Ja, 
from the ſword ; no man could promiſe himſelf fafery ¶ be 
from that peſtilence. In likelihood, God's angel WM . 
would rather ſtrike the moſt guilty : however there- Il bettet 
fore David might well look to be enwrapped in the Vretc 
common deſtruction, yet he rather chuſeth to fall in- ¶ Vow! 
to that mercy which he had abuſed, and to ſuffer fron I Wbick 
that juſtice which he had provoked; Let us mu A th 
fall into the hands of the Lord, knew 
Humble confeſſions and devout penance cannot al- N An I 
ways avert temporal judgments: God's angel is 4. lake a 
broad, and, within that ſhort compaſs of time, ſweeps IM &dquai 
away ſeventy thouſand Iſraelites. Dauid was proud. O 
of the number of his ſubjects; now they are abated, ingroſ 
that he may ſee cauſe of humiliation in the matter at the re 
his glory. In what we have offended, we commonly I Wirt 
ſmart. Theſe thouſands of Mael were not ſo inno- himſel 
cent, that they ſhould only periſh for David's fin: ¶ leſcue 
their ſins were the motives both of this fin aud po- ford 
niſhment ; beſides the reſpect of David's offence, they There 
die for themſelves, | | tere 
It was no ordinary peſtilence that was thus ſudden- O Son 


ſy and univerſally mortal, Common eyes ſaw ihe church 
botch, bands 
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botch, and the marks, but not the angel: David's 
clearer ſight hath eſpied him, after that killing per- 
gration through the tribes of //7ael, ſnaking his ſword 


| over. Jeruſalem, and hovering over mount Sion; and 


row he, who doubtleſs had ſpent thoſe three diſmal 
days in the ſaddeſt contrition, humbly caſts himſelf 
down at the feet of the avenger, and Jays himſelf 
ready for the faral ſtroke of juſtice : it was more ter- 
ror that God intended in the viſible ſhape of his an- 
gel, and deeper humiliation ; and what he meant, he 
wrought. Never foul could be more dejected, more 
zwouiſhed with the ſenſe of a judgment, in the bitter- 
nels whereof he cries out, Behold, I have ſinned, 
jea, I have done wickedly ; but theſe ſheep, what 
have they done? Let thine hand, I pray thee, be 
againſt me, and againſt my father's houſe. The 
better any man is, the more ſenſible he is of his own 
wretchedneſs. Many of thoſe ſheep were wolyes to 
David. What had they done? They had done that 
which was the occaſion of David's fin, and the cauſe 
of their own puniſhment: but that gracious penitent 
knew his own fin, he knew not theirs ; and therefore 
an ſay, I have finned, what have they done? It is 
afe accuſing, where we may be boldeſt, and are belt 
Kgquainted ourſelves. 

O the admirable charity of David, that would have 
ingroſſed the plague to himſelf, and his houſe, from 
the reſt of Iſtael, and ſues to interpoſe himſelf be- 
twixt his people and the vengeance; he that had put 
himſelf upon the paws of the bear and lion, for the 
reſcue of his ſheep, will now caſt himſelf upon the 
Iword of the angel, for the preſervation of 1/rael. 
There was hope in thoſe conflicts; in this yieldance 
there could be nothing but death. Thus didſt thou, 
O Son of David, the true and great ſhepherd of thy 
church, offer thyſelf to death for them who had their 
bands in thy blood, who both procured thy _ 
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and deſerved their own. Here he offered himſelf, 
that had ſinned, for thoſe whom he profeſſed to have 
not done evil; thou that didſt no fin, vouchſafeſt to 
offer thyſelf for us that were all ſin : he offered and 
eſcaped, thou offeredſt and died{t; and by thy death 
we live, and are freed from everlaſting deſtruction. 

But, O. Father of all mercies, how little pleaſure 
doſt thou take in the blood of ſinners! It was thine 
own pity that inhibited the deſtroyer. Ere David 
could ſee the angel, thou hadſt reſtrained him. It 
ws ſufficient, hold now thy hand. If thy compal- 
ſion did not both with-hold and abridge thy judgments, 
what place were there for us out of hell! 

How eaſy and juſt had it been for God, to have 
made the ſhutting up of that third evening red with 
blood ! His goodneſs repents of the ſlaughter, and 
calls for that ſactiſice wherewith he will be appealed, 
An altar muſt be built in the threſhing-floor of Arau- 
nah the Jebuſite : lo, in that very hill, where the an- 
gel held the ſword of Abraham from killing his ſon, 
doth God now hold the ſword of the angel from kill- 
ing his people! Upon this very ground ſhall the 
temple after ſtand ; here ſhall be the holy altar, which 
ſhall ſend up the acceptable oblations of God's people 
in ſucceeding generations, 

O God, what was the threſhing-floor of a Jebujite 
to thee above all other foils! what virtue, what me- 
rit was in this carth? As in places, fo in perſons, it 
is not to be heeded what they are, but what thou 
wilt; that is worthieſt which thou pleaſeſt to accept. 

Rich and bountiful Araunah is ready to meet Da- 
vid in ſo holy a motion, and munificently offers his 
Sion for the place, his oxen for the ſacrifice, his carts 
and ploughs, and other utenſils of his husbandry, for 
the wood. Two frank hearts are well met; David 
would buy, Araunah would give: the Jebuſite would 
not ſell, David will not take, Since it was for oy 
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nd to David, Araunah is loath to bargain ; ſince it 
ms for God, David wiſheth to pay dear: I will not 
offer burnt-offerings to the Lord my God, of that 
which doth coſt me nothing, Heroical ſpirits do 
well become eminent perſons. He, that knew it was 
better to give than to receive, would not receive, but 
vive; there can be no devotion in a niggardly heart; 
33 unto dainty palates, ſo to the godly ſoul, that taſtes 
E firceteſt, that coſts moſt : nothing is dear enough for 
the Creator of all things. It is an heartleſs piety of 
thoſe baſe-minded Chriſtians, that care only to ſerve 
God good-cheap. 


BOOK SEVENTEENTH. 


ConNTEM. I. ADONIJAH defeated. 


AVID had not fo carefully husbanded his 
years, as to maintain a vigorous age; he was 
therefore, what through wars, what with ſor- 

rows, what with ſickneſs, decrepit betimes. By that 

time he was ſeventy years old, his natural heat was 
ſo waſted, that his clothes could not warm him; how 
many have we known of more ſtrength, at more age? 

The holieſt ſoul dwells not in an impregnable fort; if 

the revenging angel ſpared David, yet age and death 

wil not ſpare him; neither his new altar, nor his 
coltly ſacrifice can be of force againſt decay of nature : 
nothing but death can prevent the weaknefles of age. 
None can blame a people, if, when they have a 
good king, they are deſirous to hold him. David's 

lerrants and ſubjects have commended unto his bed a 

air young virgin; not for the heat of luſt, but of 

ule, that, by this means, they might make an out- 
ward ſupply of fewel for that vital fire which was well- 
ncar extinguiſhed with age. 


As 
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As it is in the market, or the ſtage, fo it is in our WM u 
life; one goes out, another comes in: when Dari Wl 
was withering, Adonijabh was in his bloſſom; that in 
ſon, as he was next to Abſalom, both in the beau Mat 
of his body, and the time of his birth, fo was he to the 
like him in practice; he alſo, taking advantage of his WW yh 
father's infirmity, will be carving himſelf of the king. 
dom of 1/rae! ; that he might no whit vary from his WM go, 
pattern, he gets him alſo chariots and horſemen, and ner 
fifty men to run before him. "Theſe two, 4/alm and 
and Adonijub, were the darlings of their father; their Wh url; 
father had not diſpleaſed them from their childhood, est 
therefore they both diſpleaſed him in his age: thole mor 
children had need to be very gracious, that are no! cou. 
marred with pampering. It is more than God owes WW iy y 


us, if we receive comfort in thoſe children whom we a 
Faye. over- loved; the indulgence of parents at lat ¶ ther 
pays them home in croſſes. and 
It is true that Adonijahb was David's eldeſt fon non to | 
remaining, and therefore might ſeem to challenge the Nie 
juſteſt title to the crown; but the kingdom of A Ia 
in ſo late an erection, had not yet known the right d al, 
ſucceſſion. God himſelf, that had ordained the ge- of a; 
vernment, was as yet the immediate elector; he Hint 
fetched Saul from amongſt the ſtuff, and David fron men, 
the ſheepfold, and had now appointed Sc/omon from be kr 
the ferule to the ſceptre. . Cree « 
And if Adonjah, which is unlike, had not known 1d 
this, yet it had been his part to have taken his father Nor ut 
with him in this claim of his ſucceſſion; and not fo 0 propl. 
prevent a brother, that he ſhould ſhonider ont a f. ther 
ther, and not ſo violently to pre- Occupate the throne, ich 
that he ſhould rather be a rebel than an heir.  Woniſ 
As Abſalom, fo Adenijah wants not furtherers n rbat, 
this uſurpation, whether ſpiritual or temporal; Jo Mounts 
the general, and Abiathar rhe priett, give both cou Whey | 


ſel and aid to ſo unſeaſonable a challenge; theſe 1 
| 2 
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bad been firm to David in all his troubles, in all in- 
ſurrections; yet now, finding him faſtened to the bed 
of age and death, they ſhew themſelves thus ſlippery 
in the looſe. Outward happineſs and friendſhip are 
not known till our laſt act. In the impotency of ei- 
mer our revenge or recompenſe, it will eaſily appear 
who loved us for ourſelves, who for their own ends. 
Had not Adonijab known that Solomon was de- 
foned to the kingdom, both by God and David, he had 


E never invited all the reſt of the king's ſons, his brethren, 
and left out Solomon, who was otherways the moſt 


unlikely to have been his rival in this honour ; all the 
reſt were elder than he, and might therefore have had 
more pretence for their competition. Doubtleſs the 
court of J/rae/ could not but know, that, immediate- 
ly upon the birth of Solomon, God ſent him, by Na- 


an the propher, a name and meſſage of love; nei- 
ther was it for nothing that God called him Jed:diah, 


and fore-promifed him the honour of building an houſe 
to his name; and, in return of ſo glorious a ſervice, 
the eſtabliſhment of the throne of his kingdom over 
Iſrael for ever; notwithſtanding all which, Adon- 
jab, backed by the ſtrength of a b, and the gravity 
of an Abiathar, will underwork Solomon, and juſtle 
into the not- yet vacant ſeat of his father David. Vain 


men, while like proud, and yet brittle clay, they will 


be knocking their ſides againſt the ſolid and eternal de- 


cree of God, break themſelves in pieces. 


I do not find that Adonijah ſent any meſſage of threats 
or unkindneſs to Zadot the prieit, or Nathan the 
prophet, or Benazah the fon of Jeheiada, and the 
other worthies; only he invited them not to his feaſt 
mh the king's ſons and ſervants : ſometimès a ve 
miſton is an affront and a menace. They well knew, 
that, fince they were not called as gueſts, they were 
ounted as enemies. Ceremonies of courteſy; though 
jcy be in themſelves flight and arbitrary, yet the 

| neglect 
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neglect of them, in ſome caſes, may undergo a da- 
gerous conſtruction. f 
Nathan was the man by whom God had ſent tha 
errand of grace to David, concerning Solomon, af. | 
ſuring him both to reign and proſper : yet now, when X 
Adonijab's plot was thus on foot, he doth not fit itil. 
and depend upon the iſſue of God's decree, but he 
beſtirs him in the buſineſs, and conſults with Bath. x 
ſheba, how at once to ſave their lives, and to advance / 
Solomon, and defeat Adonizah : God's predetermint 
tion includes the means as well as the end; the ſame 5 
Providence that had ordained a crown to Solana P 
a repulſe to Adonyah, preſervation to Bath/heba and ir 
Nathan, had fore- appointed the wiſe and induſtrious * 
endeayours of the prophet to bring about his juſt and be 
holy purpoſes. If we would not have God wanting 


to us, we muſt not be wanting to ourſelves; eve K th 
when we know what God hath meant to us, we mf 10 
not be negligent. | 255 bro 
The prophers of God did not look for revelation r 
in all their affairs, in ſome things they were left to the 3 
counſel of their own. hearts; the policy of Nathai Kat 
was of ufe as well as his propheſy: that alone hat n 
turned the ſtream into the right channel. Nothing chal 
could be more wilely contrived than the ſending in n 
of Bathhſbeba to David, with to ſeaſonable and forcible fo 
an expoſtularion, and the ſcconding of hers with hi — 
Oo i a | bum 
Though luſt were dead in David, yet the reſpets 8 
of his old matrimonial love lived ſtill; the very pre — 
ſence of Bat hſbeba pleaded ſtrongly, but her ſpechſ, ＋ 


more; the time was, when his affeGion offended it 

exceſs towards her being then morker' he cara , 

now negle& her, being his own, and) if either ÞÞ 4 

age, or the remorſe of his old offence ſhould hae 8 

ſet him of, yet ſhe knew his oath was ſure; 1 Nat 

lord, thou fearcſt by the Lord thy Ged wito tim V. 
f Hand 
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hand- maid, ſaying, Aſſuredly Solomon thy ſon ſhall 
reign after me, and he fhall fit upon my throne ; his 
word had been firm, but his oath was inviolable zy we 
are engaged if we have promiſed, but, if we have 
ſworn, we are bound. 

Neither heaven nor earth have any gyves for that 
man that can ſhake off the fetters of an oath ; for he 
cares not for that God whom he dares invoke to a 
falſhood; and he that cares not for God, will not care 
for man. 

Ere Bath/heba can be over the threſhold, Nathan, 
upon compact, is knocking at the door. God's pro- 
phet was never but welcome to the bed- chamber of 
king David, in a ſeeming ſtrangeneſs he falls upon 
the fame ſuit, upon the fame complaint with Bath- 
ſheba : honeſt policies do not miſbecome the holieſt 
prophets ; ſhe might ſeem to ſpeak as a woman, as a 
mother, out of paſſion; the word of a prophet could 
not be miſdoubted. He therefore, that had formerly 
brought to David that chiding and bloody meſſage con- 
cerning Bat hiſbeba, comes now to David to ſue for 
the life and honour of Bath/heba, and he, that was 
lent from God, to David, to bring the news of a gra- 
cious promiſe of favour unto Siamon, comes now to 
challenge the execution of it from the hands of a fa- 
ther; and he, whoſe place freed him from ſuſpicion 
of a faction, complains of the inſolent demeanour and 
proclamation of Agonizah ; what he began with an 
humble obeiſance, ſhutting up in a lowly and loving 
expoſtulation, [s this thing done by my lord the bing, 
and thou haſt not ſhewed thy ſervant who ſhould fit on 
the throne of my. lord the king after him? As Nathan 
was of God's council unto David, ſo was he of Da- 
dds council both to God and the ſtate. As God 
therefore, upon all occaſions, told Nathan what he 
meant to do with David, ſo had David wont to tell 
Nathan what he meant to do in his holy, and molt 

VoL. II. N important 


98 CONTEMPLATIONS. 


important civil affairs. There are cafes wherein it i; 
not unfit for God's prophets to meddle with matters 
of ſtate; it is no diſparagement to religious princes to 
impart their counſels unto them who can requite them 
with the counſels of God. 

That wood which a ſingle iron could not rive, is 
_ ſoon fplitted with a double wedge ;- the ſeaſonable im- 
portunity of Bathiſbeba and Nathan, thus ſeconding 
each other, hath ſo wrought upon David, that now 
his love to Adonyah gives place to indignation, na- 
ture to an holy fidelity; and now he renews his an- 
cient oath to Bathſheba with a paſſionate ſolemnity; 
As the Lord liveth, who hath redeemed my ſoul out of 
all adverſity, even as I ſware unto thee by the Lord 
God of lrael, ſaying, Afuredly Solomon thy ſon /hall 
reign after me, and he ſhall fit upon my throne in ny 
ftead ; fo will I certainly do this day. In the decay 
of David's body, I find not his intellectual powers any 
whit impaired: as one therefore that from his bed 
could, with a perfect, if weak hand, ſteer the go- 
vernment of //-ae/, he gives wiſe and full directions 
for the inauguration of Slomon : Zadok the prieſt, 
and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiab the captain, 
receive his grave and princely charge for the carriage 
of that ſo weighty a buſineſs. They are commanded 
to take with them the royal guard, to ſet Solomon upon 
his father's mule, to carry him down in ſtate to Gi 
hon, to anoint him with the holy oil of the tabernacle, 
to ſound the trumpets, and proclaim him in the 
{treets, to bring him back with triumph and magni- 
ficence to the court, and to ſet him in the royal throne 

with all rhe due ceremonies of coronation. | 
How pleaſing was this command to them, who, in 
Solomon's glory, ſaw their own ſafety! Benatah ap- 
plauds it, and not fearing a father's envy, in David“ 
prefence wiſhes Solamon's throne exalted above his; 
the people are raviſhed with the joy of ſo hopeful 
| | ; ſucceſſion, 
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ſucceſſion, and break the earth, and fill the heaven 
with the noiſe of their muſic and ſhouting. 

Solomon's gueſts had now at laſt better cheer than 
Adonijah's, whoſe feaſt, as all wicked mens, ended in 
horror ; no ſooner are their bellies full of meat, than 
their ears are full of the ſound of thoſe trumpets 
which at once proclaim Solomon's triumph, and their 
confuſion: ever after the meal is ended comes the 
reckoning. God could as eaſily have prevented this 
jollity, as marred it; but he willingly ſuffers vain men 
to pleaſe themſelves for a time in the conceited ſuc- 
ceſs of their own projects, that afterwards their diſap- 
pointment may be ſo much the more grievous. No 
doubt, at this feaſt there was many an health drunken 


to Adonijah, many a confident boaſt of their proſper- 


ing deſign, many a ſcorn of the deſpiſed faction of So- 
lamon; and now, for their laſt diſh, is ſerved up a- 
ſtoniſhment, and fearful expectation of a juſt revenge. 
Jonathan, the ſon of Abiathar the prieſt, brings the 
news of Solomon's ſolemn and joyful enthronization; 
now all hearts are cold, all faces pale, and every man 
hath but life enough to run away. How ſuddenly is 
this braving troop diſperſed! Adonyah, their new 
prince, flies to the horns of the altar, as diſtruſting all 
hopes of life, ſave the ſanctity of the place, and the 
mercy of his rival. 

So doth the wiſe and juſt God befool proud and in- 
ſolent ſinners, in thoſe ſecret plots wherein they hope 
to undermine the true Son of David, the Prince of 
Peace ; he ſuffers them to lay their heads together, 
and to feaſt themſelves in a jocund ſecurity, and pro- 
miſe of ſucceſs ; at laſt, when they are at the heighr 
of their joys and hopes, he confounds all their de- 
vices, and lays them open to the ſcorn of the world, 
and to the anguiſh of their own guilty hearts. 


N 2 | Co x« 
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Co N TE M. 11. David's end, and SOLOMON's 
beginning. 


TE well became Solomon to begin his reign in peace, 
Adonijah receives pardon upon his good behavi- 
our, and finds the throne of Solomon as fate as the 
altar. David lives to ſee a wife fon warm in his ſear; 
and now he, that yielded to ſucceſſion, yields to na- 
ture. Many good counfels had David given his heir; 
now he ſums them up in his end. Dying words are 
wont to be weightieſt. The foul, when it is enter- 
ing into glory, breathes nothing but divine. 1 
the way of all the earth. How well is that prince- 
ly heart content to ſubſcribe to the conditions of hu- 
man mortality! as one that knew ſovereignty doth 
not reach to the affairs of nature. Though a king, 
he neither expects, nor defires an immunity from diſ- 
ſolution, making no account to go in any other than 
the common track, to the univerſal home of mankind, 
the houſe of age. Whither ſhould earth but to carth! 
and why ſhould we grudge to do that which all do! 
Be thou ſtrong therefore, and fſhew thyſelf a man, 
Even when his ſpirit was going out, he puts ſpirit in- 
to his ſon. Age puts life into youth, and the dying 
animates the vigorous. He had well found, that 
ſtrength was requiſite to government, that he had 
need to be no leſs than a man that ſhould rule over 
men. If greatneſs ſhould never receive any oppolt- 
tion, yet thoſe worlds of cares and buſineſſes that at- 
tend the chair of ſtate are able to over- lay any mean 
powers. A weak man may obey, none bur the ſtrong 
can govern. Graccleſs courage were but the whet- 
ſtone of tyranny: Tate heed therefore to the charge 
of the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, and to 
keep his ſtatutes. The beſt legacy that David 
bequeaths to his heir, is the care of piety ; himſelt 
had found the ſweetneſs of a good conſcience, and 

no- 
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now he commends it to his ſueceſſor. If there be any 
thing that, in our deſires of the proſperous condition 
of our children, takes place of goodneſs, our hearts 
are not upright. Here was the father of a king, 
charging the king's ſon to keep the ſtatutes of the 
King of kings; as one that knew greatneſs could nei- 
ther exempt from obedience, nor privilege fin; as one 
that knew the leaſt deviation in the greateſt and high- 
eſt orb, is both moſt ſenſible, and moſt dangerous. 
Neither would he have his fon to look for any pro- 
ſperity, ſave only from well-doing. That happinets 
is built upon ſand or ice, which is raiſed upon any 
foundation beſides virtue. If Solomon was wile, Da- 
vid was good; and if old Solomon had well remem- 
bered the counſel of old David, he had not ſo foully 
miſcarried. 

After the precepts of piety, follow thoſe of juſtice, 
diſtributing in a due recompenſe, as revenge to Foab 
and $himer, ſo favour to the houſe of Barzillai. The 
bloodineſs of Jab had lain long upon David's heart: 
the hideous noiſe of thoſe treacherous murders, as it 
nad pierced heaven, ſo it ſtill filled the ears of David 
he could abhor the villany, though he could not re- 
renge it ; what he cannot pay, he will owe, and ap- 


prove himſelf at laſt a faithful debitor: now he will 


defray it by the hand of Solomon. The ſlaughter 
was of Abner and Amaſa: David appropriates it; 
Thou knoweſ/t what Joab' did to me. The ſovereign 
is ſmitten in the ſubject; neither is it other than 
juſt, that the arraignment of mean malefactors runs 
in the ſtile of wrong to the king's crown and dig- 
nity: how much more doſt thou, O fon of David, 
take to thyſelf thoſe infolencies which are done to thy 
pooreſt ſubje&s, ſervants, ſons, members here upon 
earth! No Saul can touch a chriſtian here below, 


but thou feeleſt it in heaven, and complaineſt. 
But, 
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But, what ſhall we think of this ? David was a man 
of war, Solomon a king of peace; yet David refer 
this revenge to Solomon. How juſt it was, that he 
who ſhed the blood of war in peace, and put the blood 
of war upon his girdle that was about his loins, ſhould 
have his blood {hed in peace, by a prince of peace? 
Peace is fitteſt to rectify the outrages of war: or whe- 
ther is not this done in type of that divine adminiſtrz 
tion, wherein thous O Father of Heaven, haſt com- 
mitted all judgment unto thine eternal Son? Thou, 
who couldſt immediately either plague, or abſolye 
ſinners, wilt do neither, but by the hand of a Medi- 


ator. | | | 
Solomon learned betimes what his ripeneſs taught 


afterwards, Take 22 the wicked from the 10 ö 


and his throne ſhalt be eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs, 
Cruel Foab and malicious $/:me: mult be therefore 
upon the firſt opportunity removed ; the one lay open 
to preſent juſtice, for abetting the conſpiracy of Ad- 
nijah, neither needs the help of time for a new ad- 
vantage; the other went under the protection of an 
oath from David, and therefore mult be fetched in 
upon a new challenge. The hoary head of both mult 
be brought to the grave with blood, elſe David's head 
could not be brought to his grave in peace. Due pu- 
niſhment of malefactors is the debt of authority: it 
that holy king has run into arrearages, yet, as one 
that hates and fears to break the bank, he gives order 
to his pay-maſter, it ſhall be defrayed, if not by him, 
yet for him. 

Generous natures cannot be unthankſul. Barzil- 
lai had ſhewed David ſome kindneſs in his extrenyty; 
and now the good man will have poſterity to inherit 
the thanks. How much more bountitul is the Father 
of mercies, in the remuneration of our poor unwor- 
thy ſervices! Even ſucceſſions of generations {hall 


fare the better for oue good parent. 
| The 
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The dying words and tIfbughts of the man after 
al God's own heart did not confine themſelves to the 
r fraits of theſe particular charges, but enlarged them- 
he Wl {1yes to the care of God's public ſervice. As good 
ol WF nc are belt at laſt, David did never ſo buſily and 
wid carefully marſhal the affairs of God, as when he was 
e! fixed to the bed of his age and death. Then did he 


le. load his ſon Salomon with the charge of building the 
ra. houſe of God; then did he lay before the eyes of his 
Mr fon the model and pattern of that whole ſacred work, 


0, Wl whercof if S:/omon bear the name, yet David no lels 
Ive merits it. He now gives the platform of the courts 
. and buildings: he gives the gold and ſilver for that 
holy uſe, an hundred thouſand talents of gold, a thou- 

gb. and thouſand talents of ſilver, beſides braſs and iron 
ky paſſing weight : he weighs out thoſe precious metals 
„bor their ſeveral deſignments; every future veſſel is 


laid out already in his poife, if not in his form. He 
pen Wl excites the princes of 1/rae/ to their afliſtance, in ſo 
I i high a work : he takes notice of their bountiful offer- 
ad. ings: he numbers up the Levites for the public ſer- 
oo rice, and ſets them their talks. He appoints the ſiug- 
in ers, and other muſicians to their ſtations; the porters 
” to the gates that ſhould be; and now, when he hath 


ſet all things in a deſired order and forwardneſs, he 
Pu. chuts up with a zealous bleſſing of his Solomon, and 

his people, and fleeps with his fathers. O bleſſed 
Hul, how quiet a poſſeſſion haſt thou now taken, af- 
ter ſo many tumults, of a better crown! Thou that 
haſt prepared all things for the houſe of tby God, how 
happily art thou now welcomed to that houſe of his, 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens! Who 
uow ſhall envy unto good princes the honour of over- 
ſeeing the buſineſſes of God and his church, when, 
David was thus punctual in theſe divine proviſions ? 
What fear can be of uſurpation, where they have ſo 

glorious a precedent ? 


Now 


| 
| 
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Now is Solomon the ſecond time crowned king of 
ach and now in his own right, as formerly in his 
ather's, fits peaceably upon the throne of the Lord: 
his awe and power come on faſter than his years. En. 


vy and ambition, where it is once kindled, may ſooner 


be hid in the aſhes than quite put our. Adonyah, yet 
hangs after his old hopes, he remembers how ſweet 
he found the name of a king; and now hath laid a ney 
plot for the ſetting up of his cracked title: he would 
make the bed a ſtep to the throne ; his old complices 
are ſure enough; his part would gather much ſtrength, 
if he might enjoy Abiſbag, the relict of his father, to 


wife. If it were not the ei faſhion, as is pre- 


tended, that a king's widow ſhould marry none but: 
king ; yet certainly the power both of the alliance, 
and friendſhip of a queen, muſt needs not a little ad. 
yance his purpoſe. The crafty rival dare not either 
move the ſuit to Solomon, or effect the marriage with- 
out him; but would cunningly undermine the ſon by 
the ſuit of that mother, whoſe ſuit had undermined 
him. The weaker veſſels are commonly uſed in the 
moſt dangerous ſuggeſtions of evil. 
Bat hiſbeba was ſo wiſe a woman, that ſome of her 
counſels are canonized for divine; yet ſhe ſaw not the 
depth of this drift of Adenijah ; wherefore ſhe both en: 
tertains the ſuit, and moves it. But whatever were 
the intent of the ſuitor, could ſhe chuſe but fee the 
unlawfulneſs of fo inceſtuous a match? It is not long 
ſince ſhe ſaw her late huſband. David abominating the 
bed of thoſe his concubines that had been touched 
by his ſon Ab/alom; and can ſhe hold it lawful, that 
his ſon Adonijah ſhould climb up to the bed of his fi- 
ther's wife? Sometimes even the beſt eyes are dim, 
and diſcern not thoſe things which are obvious t0 
weaker fights : or whether did not Bath/heba well ſet 
the foulneſs of the ſuit ; and yet in compaſſion of 4 


donijah's late repulſe, wherein ſhe was the chief 2. 


gent, 


r © wm as two oo. 
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nt, and, in a deſire to make him amends for the loſs 
of the kingdom, ſhe yields even thus to gratify him. 
It is an injurious weakneſs to be drawn, upon any by- 
reſpects, to the furtherance of faulty ſuits of unlawful 
actions. | 
No ſooner doth Bath/heba come in place, than So- 
homon her ſon rifes from his chair of ſtate, and meets 
her, and bows to her, and ſets her on his right hand, 


as not ſo remembering himſelf to be a king, that he 


ſhould forget he was a ſon. No outward dignity can 
take away the rights and obligations of nature, Had 
Bathjheba been as mean as Salomon was mighty, ſhe 
had carried away this honour from a gracious ſon : 
yet, for all theſe due compliments, Bath/heba goes a- 
way with a denial : reverence fhe ſhall have, ſhe ſhall 
not have a condeſcent. 

In the acts of magiſtracy, all regards of natural re- 
lations muſt give way. That which ſhe propounded 


as a ſmall requeſt, is now, after a general and con- 


fuſed engagement, rejected as unreaſonable. It were 
pity we ſhould be heard in all our ſuits. Bat hſteba 
makes a petition againft herſelf, and knows it not : 
her ſafety and life depend upon Solomon's reign, yet 
ſhe unwittingly moves for the advancement of Adoni- 


jah, | 


Solomon was too dutiful to check his mother, and 
too wiſe to yield to her. In unfit ſupplications, we 
are moſt heard when we are repelled. Thus doth our 
God many times anſwer our prayers with merciful de- 
nials; and moſt bleſſeth us in croſſing our deſires. 

Wiſe Solomon doth not find himſelf perplexed with 
the ſcruple of his promiſe ; he that had ſaid, Af on, 
for I will nat ſay thee nay, can now ſwear, God do fo 
to me, and mere alſo, if Adonijah hath not ſpoten this 
word againſt his own life. His promiſe was accord- 


ung to his ſuppoſition ; his ſuppoſition was of no o- 


ther than of a ſuit, honeſt, reaſonable, expedlent ; 
VoL. II. O now 
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now he holds himſelf free from that grant, wherein | 
there was at once both fin and danger. No man can 
be intangled with general words, againſt his own juſt 
and honeſt intentions. | 

The policies of wicked men befool them at laſt: 
this interceſſion hath undone Adonijab, and, inſtead af 
the throne, haſtens his grave. The ſword of Benaiab þ 
puts an end to that dangerous rivality. Joab and 4 

biathar ſtill held champerty with Adonzzah ; their hand 
was both in the claim of his kingdom, and in the uit 
of Abiſbag. There are crimes wherein there are no 
acceflories ; ſuch is this of treaſon. Abiathar may 
thank his burden that he lives: had he not born the 
ark of the Lord before David, he had not now car- | 
ried his head upon his ſhoulders; had he not been 
afflicted with David, he had periſhed with Adonijab: 
now though he were, in his own merit, a man of 
death, yet he ſhall ſurvive his partners, Get thee t 
Anathoth unto thine own fields. The prieſthood of 
Aviathar, as it aggravated his crime, ſo it ſhall pre- 
ſerve his life. Such honour have good princes given 
to the miniſters of the ſanctuary, that their very coat 
hath been defence enough againſt the ſword of juſtice; 
how much more ſhould it be of proof againſt the con- 
tempt, of baſe perſons ! 

Beſides his function, reſpect is had to his ſufferings: 
the father and brethren of Abiathar were ſlain for Da- 
vid's ſake, therefore for David's ſake Abiathar, though 
worthy of death, ſhall live: he had been now a dead 
man, if he had not been formerly afflicted. Thus 
doth our good God deal with us; by the rod he pre- 
vents the ſword, and therefore will not condemn 
us for our ſins, becauſe we have ſuffered. If Abia- 
thar do not forfeit his life, yet his office he ſhall ; he 
muſt change Feruſalem for Anathoth, and the prieſt- 
hood for a retired privacy. It was fourſcore yea! 


ago ſince the ſentence of judgment was denounced # 
| | gainſt 


* 
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gainſt the houſe of Eli; now doth it come to execu- 
tion. This juſt quarrel againſt Ab:athar, the laſt of 
that line, ſhall make good the threatened judgment. 
The wickedneſs of Eli's houſe was neither purged by 
facrifice, nor obliterated by time. If God pay flow- 
ly, yet he pays ſure. Delay of molt certain puniſh- 
ment, is neither any hinderance to his juſtice, nor any 
comfort to our miſertes. 


ConTEM. Il. The execution of Joan and i 
SUINEI. 


no 

ay 

he Ann ſhall live, though he ſerve not. It is 

SY in the power of princes to remit, at leaſt, thoſe 
puniſhments which attend the breach of human laws; 


3. good reaſon they ſhould have power to diſpenſe with 
of Wh fie wrongs done to their own perſons. The news of 
Adinjah's death, and Abrathar's removal cannot but 
of afright Jab, who now runs to Cibeon, and takes 
ſanctuary in the tabernacle of God; all his hope of 
en (efence is in the horns of the altar. Fond Joab, hadit 
thou formerly ſought for counſel from the tabernacle, 


0 chou hadſt not now needed to ſeek to it for refuge; it 
on. WI © devotions had not been wanting to that altar, thou 

hadſt not needed it for a ſhelter. It is the faſhion of 
5: our fooliſh preſumption to look for protection where 


„Ls have not cared to yield obedience. 


wh ven a Foab clings faſt to God's altar in his ex- 

-1 Wtremity, which in his proſperity he regarded not. 
ead P P * . * 4 5 
uus The worſt men would be glad to make uſe of God's 
re. ordinances for their advantage. Neceſſity will drive 
m che molt profane and lawleſs man to God: but what 
„ o theſe bloody hands touching the holy altar of God? 
hid * 8 


de Iiſerable Job, what help cauſt thou expect from that 
oft. ſacred pile? Thoſe horns, that were beſprinklad with 
eus dhe blood of beaſts, abhor to be touched by the blood 
def men; that altar was for the expiation of fin by 
unſt Q 2 blood, 
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blood, not for the protection of the fin of blood. If 
Adonijah fled thither and eſcaped, it is murder that 

urſues thee more than conſpiracy. God hath no 
 fancwuary for a wilful homicide. 

+ Yet ſuch reſpect doth Benatah give to that holy 
place, that his ſword is unwilling to touch him that 
touches the altar. Thoſe horns ſhall put off death for 
the time, and give protraction of the execution, though 
not preſervation of lite. How ſweet is life, even to 
thoſe who have been prodigal of the blood of others, 
that Joab thifts thus to hold it but ſome few hours! 
Benaiab returns with 7oab's anſwer, inſtead of his 
head, Nay, but I will die here; as not daring to un- 
ſheath his ſword againſt a man ſheltered in God's ta- 
bernacle, without a new commiſſion. Young Solamun 
is ſo well acquainted with the law of God, in ſuch 
caſe, that he ſticks not at the ſentence : he knew that 
God had enacted, If a man come preſumptuouſly upm 
his neighbour to flay him with guile, thou ſhall tal 
him from mine altar, that he may die. He knen 

zab's murders had not been more preſumptuous than 
guileful ; and therefore he fends Benaiah to take + 
way the offender, both from God and men, from tlic 
altar and the world. 

No ſubje& had merited more than Foab. When 
proclamation was made in {/rae/, that whoever ſhoul 
ſmite the Jebyfites firſt, he ſhould be the chief p 
captain, Zoab was the man: when David built ſome 
part of®Jeruſalem, Joab built the reſt ; ſo that Jeri 
ſalem gwes itſelf to Joab, both for recovery and rept 
ration. No man held fo cloſe to David; no man vs 
more intent to the weal of 1/-ael ; none ſo ſucceſsful 
in victories; yet now is he called to reckon for bi 
old fins, and muſt repay blood to Amaſa and Abner 
It is ndt in the power of all our deſerts to buy off on 
ſin, either with God or man: where life is ſo deep) 
forfeited, it admits of no redemption, 5 


r r 
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The honeſt ſimplicity of thoſe times knew not of 
any infamy in the execution of juſtices Benaiah, who 
was the great marſhal under Solomon, thinks not his 
fingers defiled with that fatal ſtroke. It is a fooliſh 
niceneſs to put more ſhame in the doing of juſtice, 
than in the violating of it. 

In one act Solomon hath approved himſelf both a 
good magiſtrate and a good ſon, fulfilling at once the 
will of a father and the charge of God; concluding 
upon this 9 execution, that, Upon David, and up- 
on his feed, and upon his houſe, and upon his throne, 
there ſhall be peace for ever from the Lord,; and in- 
ferring, that without this -there could have been no 

eace. 
F Blood is a reſtleſs ſuitor, and will not leave cla- 
mouring for judgment, till the mouth be ſtopped with 
revenge. In this cafe favour to the offender is cruel- 
to the favourer. 

Now hath Joab paid all his arrearages by the ſword 
of Beraiah ;. there is no ſuit againſt his corps, that 
hatch the honour of a burial fit for a peer of 1/rael, for 
the near couſin to the king. Death puts an end to 
all quarrels : Solomon ſtrikes off the ſcore when God 
is ſatisfied; the revenge that ſurvives death, and will 
not be ſhut up in the coffin, is barbarous, and unbe- 
leeming the true Maelites. 

Only Shime: remains upon the file; his courſe is 
next, yet ſo, as thar ir ſhall be in his own liberty to 
haſten his end. Upon David's remiſſion, Shimei 
dwells ſecurely in Bahurim, a town of the tribe of 
Benjamin ; doubtleſs, when he ſaw ſo round juſtice 
done upon Adonizah and Foab, his guilty heart could 
not think Solomon's meſſage portended ought but his 


execution; and now he cannot but be well pleaſed 


with ſo eaſy conditions of dwelling at Jeruſalem, and 
not paſſing oyer the brook Kidron ; what more de- 
lightful place could he chufe to liye in -than that 


City, 
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city, which was the glory of the whole earth! What 
more pleaſing bounds could he wiſh than the ſweet 
banks of Ridron ! Feruſalem could be no priſon to 
him, while it was a paradiſe to his betters ; and, if he 
had a deſire to take freſh air, he had the ſpace of fix 
furlongs to walk from the city to the brook ; he could 
not complain to be fo delectably confined ; and be- 
ſides, thrice every year, he might be ſure to ſee all 
his friends, without ſtirring his foot. 

Wiſe Solomon, while he cared. to ſeem not too ſe- 
vere an exactor of that which his father had remit- 
ted, prudently lays inſenſible twigs for ſo foul an of. 
fender; beſides, the old grudge, no doubt, Solamun 
ſaw cauſe to ſuſpect the fidelity of Shimer, as a man 
who was ever known to be hollow to the houſe of Da- 
vid, the obſcurity of a country life would eafily al. 
ford him more ſafe opportunities of ſecret miſchief; 
many eyes ſhall watch him in the city, he cannot look 
out unſeen, he cannot whiſper unheard; upon no 
other terms ſhall he enjoy his life, which the leaſt 
ſtraying thall forfeit. 

Shimei feels no pain in this reſtraint; how many 
nobles of //rael do that for pleaſure, which he doth 
upon command? 'Three years hath he lived within 
compaſs, limited both by Solomon's charge and his 
own oath ; it was ſtill in his power, notwithſtanding 
David's caveat, to have laid down his hoary head in 
the grave, without blood; the juſt God infatuates 
thoſe whom he means to plague. Two of Shimei“s 
ſervants are fled to Gath ; and now he ſaddles his 
aſs, and is gone to fetch them back: either he thinks 
this word of Solomon is forgotten, or, in the multi- 
tude of greater affairs, not heeded, or this ſo ſmall 
an occurrence will not come to his ears. Covetouſneis, 
and preſumption of impunity, are the deſtruction of 
many a ſoul ; Shime: ſeeks his ſervants, and loſes him- 


ſelf. How many are there who cry out of this . 
an 


oth 
chin 


bis 
d in 


Ares 
„ 
net $ 
his 
inks 
ulti- 


ſmall 


neſs, 


n of 
him- 


all 


| journey cannot be hid from Solomon. 
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and yet imitate it; theſe earthly things either are our 
ſeryants, or ſhould be; how commonly do we ſee 
men run out of the bounds, ſet by God's law, to 
hunt after them, till their ſouls incur a fearful judg- 
ment ! 

Princes have thouſands of eyes and ears; if Shime; 
will for more ſecrecy ſaddle his own aſs, and take, 
as is like, the benefit of night for his paſſage, his 
How wary 
had thoſe men need to be which are obnoxious ? 


Without delay is Shime: complained of, convented, 


charged with violation both of the oath of God, and 
the injunction of Solomon; and that all theſe might 
appear to be but an occaſion of that puniſhment, whoſe 
cauſe was more remote; now is all that old venom 
laid before him, which his malice had long fince fpit 
at God's anointed. Thou knoweſt all the wickedneſs 
whereto thine heart is privy, that thou didſt to Da- 


vid my father. 


Had this old tally been ſtricken off, yet could not 
Shimei have pleaded ought for his life; for had he 
lad, Let not my lord the king be thus mortally diſ- 
pleaſed for ſo ſmall an offence; who ever died for 
paſſing over Kidron? what man is the worſe for my 
harmleſs journey? It had ſoon been returned, If the 
act be ſmall, yet the circumſtances are deadly; che 
commands of ſovereign authority make the flighteſt 


| duties weighty ; if the journey be harmleſs, yet not 


the diſobedience ; it is not for ſubjects to poiſe the 
prince's charge in the ſcales of their weak conſtructi- 
ons, but they mult ſuppoſe it ever to be of ſuch im- 
portance as 1s pretended by the commander. Be- 
des the precept, here was a mutual adjuration; Shi- 
nei ſwore not to go; Solomon ſwore his death, if he 
vent; the one oath mutt be revenged, the other muſt 
be kept: if Shimei were falſe in offending, Solomon 
will be juſt in puniſhing. Now therefore, that which 

Abiſhat, 
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Abiſbai, the ſon of Zeruiah, wiſhed to have done ig 


the greenneſs of the wound, and was repelled ; after 
long feſtering, Benaiah is commanded to do. The 
ſtones that Shimei threw at David, ſtruck not ſo deep 
as Benaiah's ſword; the tongue that curſed the Lords 
_ anointed hath paid the head to boot. Vengeance 2. 
otinſt rebels may fleep, it cannot die; a ſure tho! late 
judgment attends thoſe that dare lift up either thei 
1 or tongue againſt the ſacred perſons of God's 
vicegerents. How much leſs will the God of heaven 
ſuffer unrevenged the inſolencies and blaſphemies a 
gainſt his own divine Majeſty ! It is a fearful word, 
He ſhould not be juſt, if he ſhould hold theſe guilt 


leſs. | 


ConTEM. Ivo SoLoMON's choice, with bu 
judgment upon the two harlots. 


AFTER ſo many meſſages and proofs of grace, 
£4 & Solomon begins doubtfully, both for his match, 
and for his devotion. If Pharaoh's daughter wer 
not a proſelyte, his carly choice was beſides unwar- 
rantable, dangerous. The high places not only ſtood, 
but were frequented, both by the people and king: 
I do not find David climbing up thoſe miſhallowed 
hills, in an affection of the variety of altars ; Su 
mon doth ſo, and yet loves the Lord, and is loved 
God again. Such is the mercy of our God, that he 
will not ſuffer our well-meant weakneſſes to bereax 
us of his favours : he rather pities than plagues us fat 
the infirmities of upright hearts. 5 
Gibeon was well worthy to be the chief, yea tis 
only high place ; there was the allowed altar of God 
there was the tabernacle, though, as then, ſevere 
from, the ark; thither did young. Solomon go Up) 
and, as deſiring to begin his reign with God, ther 
he offers no leſs than a thouſand ſacrifices. 


Salome 
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Solomon worſhips God by day; God appears to 
Solomon by night. Well may we look to enjoy God, 
when we have ſerved him; the night cannot but be 
happy, whoſe day hath been holy. 

It was no unuſual courſe with God, to reveal him- 
ſelf unto his ſervants by dreams; ſo did he here to 
Solomon, who ſaw more with his eyes ſhut, than ever 
they could ſee open, even him that was inviſible. 
The good king had offered unto God a thouſand 
burnt-ſacrifices, and now God offereth him his op- 
tion, 4% what I ſhall give thee. He, whoſe 'the 
beaſts are on a thouſand mountains, graciouſly ac- 
cepts a ſmall return of his own. It ſtands not with 
the munificence of a bountiful God to be indebted to 
his creature; we cannot give him ought unrecom- 
penſed ; there is no way wherein we can be ſo libe- 
ral to ourſelves, as by giving to the Poſſeſſor of all 
things. And art thou ſtill, O God, leſs free unto us, 
thy me&ner ſervants under the goſpel! Haſt thou not 
ſaid, Whatſcever ye ſhall aſk the Father in my name, 
it ſhall be given you ? Only give us grace not to be 
wanting unto thee, and we know thou canſt not ſuf- 
fer any thing to be wanting unto us. 

The night follows the temper of the day; and the 
heart ſo uſeth to ſleep as it wakes. Had not the 
thoughts of Solomon been intent upon wiſdom by 

day, he had not made it his ſuit in his dream: there 
needs no leiſure of deliberation ; the heart was ſo 
fore-ſtalled with the love and admiration of wiſdom, 
that, not abiding the leaſt motion of a competition, it 
faſtens on that grace it had longed for; Give unto 
thy ſervant an underſtanding heart to judge thy peo- 
ple. Had not Solomon been wiſe before, he had 
not known the worth of wiſdom, he had not prefer- 
red it in his defires. The dung-hill cocks of the 
world cannot know the price of this pearl; thoſe that 
have it, know that all other excellencies are but 

Vor. II. | P 
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- traſh and rubbiſh unto it. Solomon was a great king, 
and faw that he had power enough ; but withal he 
found that royalty, without wiſdom, was no other 
than eminent diſhonour : there is no trade of life 
whereto there belongs not a peculiar wiſdom, with- 
out which there is nothing but a tedious unprofitable 
neſs; much more to the higheſt and buſieſt vocation, 
the regiment of men. As God hath no reaſon to give 
his beſt favours unaſked, ſo hath he no will to with- 
hold them where they are aſked. 

He, that in his cradle had the title of Beloved" 
God, is now beloved more in the throne for the love 
and defire of wiſdom; this foil could never have born 
this fruit alone; Solomon could not ſo much as have 
dreamed of wiſdom, if God had not put it into him: 
and now God takes the ſuit ſo well, as if he were be⸗ 
holden to his creature for wiſhing the beſt to- itſelf; 
and becauſe Solomon hath aſked what he ſhould, he 
{ſhall now receive both what he aſked, and what he 
aſked not; riches and honour ſhall be given him in- 
to the match. So doth God love a good choice, that 
he recompenſes it with overgiving. Could we but 
firſt ſeek the kingdom of God, and his righteouſneſs, all 
theſe earthly things ſhould be ſuperadded to us. Had 
Solomon made wealth his boon, he had failed both of 
riches and wiſdom ; now he aſks the beſt, and ſpeeds 
of ail. They are in a fair way of happineſs that can 
pray well. It was no diſcomfort to Solomon, that he 
awaked and found it a dream ; for he knew this dream 
was divine and oracular ; and he already found, in bi 
firſt waking, the real performance of what was pro- 
miſed him ſleeping : ſuch illumination did he ſenſibly 
find in all the rooms of his heart, as if God had now 
given him a new foul. No marvel if Solomon, now re- 
turning from the tabernacle to the ark, teſtified bis 
joy and thankfulneſs by burnt-offerings, and peace-of- 
ferings, and public feaſtings; the heart that hath found 
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in itſelf the lively teſtimonies of God's preſence and 
fayour, cannot contain itſelf from outward expreſſions. 

God likes not to have his gifts ly dead where he 
hath conferred them; //-ae! ſhall toon witneſs, that 
they have a king enlightened from heaven, in whom 
wiſdom did not ſtay for heirs, did' not admit of any 
parallel in his predeceſſors; the all-wife God will find 
occaſions to draw forth thoſe, graces to uſe and light 
which he hath beſtowed on man. Two harlots come 
before young Solomon with a difficult plea ; it is not 
like the prince's car was the firſt that heard this com- 
plaint; there was a ſubordinate courſe of juſtice, for 


| the determination of theſe meaner incidences: the 


hardneſs of this deciſion brought the matter, through 
all the benches of inferior judicature, to the tri- 
bunal of Salomon. The very 1/rae/iti/h harlots were 
not ſo unnatural, as ſome now-a-days that coun- 


I terfeit honeſty ; theſe ſtrive for the fruit of their 


womb, ours to put them off; one ſon is yet alive, 
wo mothers contend for him. The children were 
alike for features, for age; the mothers were alike 
for reputation; here can be no evidence from others 
eyes, whether's now is the living child, and whether's 


s the dead. Had Salomon gone about to wring forth 


the truth by tortures, he had perhaps plagued the 


| innocent, and added pain to the miſery of her ls; 


the weaker had been guilty, and the more abl- to 
bear had carried away both the child and the victory. 
The countenance of either of the mothers bewrayed 
an equality of paſſion ; forrow poſſeſſed the one for 
the ſon ſhe had loſt, and the other for the ſon ſhe was 
in danger to loſe : both were equally peremptory, 
and importunate in their claim. Ir is in vain to think 
that the true part can be diſcerned by the vehemence 
of their challenge; falſhood is oft-times more cla- 
morous than truth ; no witnefſes can be produced ; 
hey two dwelt apart under one roof; and if ſome 
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neighbours have ſeen the children at their birth, and 
circumciſion, yet how little difference, how much 
change is there in the favour of infants? How doth 
death alter more confirmed lines ? 3 
The impoſſibility of proof makes the guilty more 
confident, more impudent ; the true mother pleads 
that her child was taken away at midnight by the other; 
but in her fleep, ſhe ſaw it not, ſhe felt it not; and if 
all her ſenſes could have witneſſed it, yet here was 
but the aflirmation of the one, againſt the denial of the 
other, which, in perſons alike credible, do but coun- 
terpoiſe. What is there now to lead the judge, fince 
there is nothing either in the a&, or circumſtances, 
or perſons, or plea, or evidence that might ſway the 
ſentence? Solomon well faw, that, when all outward 
roofs failed, there was an inward affection, which, 
if it could be fetcht out, would certainly bewray the 
true mother; he knew forrow might more eafily be 
diſſembled than natural love: both ſorrowed for their 
cen; both could not love one as theirs. To draw 
forth then this true proof of motherhood, Salomon calls 
for a ſword. Doubtlefs, ſome of the wiſer hearers ſmi- 
led upon each other, and thought in themſelves, What, 
will the young king cut theſe knotty cauſes in pieces! 
will he divide juſtice with edge tools? will he ſmite at 
hazard before conviction? The actions of wiſe princes 
are riddles to vulgar conſtructions; neither is it for 
the ſhallow capacities of the multitude to fathom the 
deep projects of ſovereign authority: that ſword which 
had ſerved for execution, ſhall now ſerve for trial; 
Divide ye the living child in twain, and give tit 
one half to the one, and the other half to the other; 
Oh divine oracle of juſtice, commanding that which 
it would not have dont, that it might find out that 
which could not be diſcovered ; neither God nor 1s 


deputics may be ſo taken at their words, as J they 
always 
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always intended their commands for action, and not 
ſometimes for probation. 

This ſword hath already pierced the breaſt of the 
true mother, and divided her heart with fear and 
grief, at ſo killing a ſentence ; there needs no other 
rack to diſcover nature; and now ſhe thinks, Wo is 
me that came for juſtice, and am anſwered with cru- 
ey; Divide ye the living child! Alas, what hath 
that poor infant offended, that it ſurvives and is ſued 
for! How much leſs miſerable had I been, that my 


| child had been ſmothered in my ſleep, than mangled 


before mine eyes! If a dead carcaſe could have ſatisfi- 
ed me, I needed not to have complained ; what a wo- 


ful condition am I fallen into, who am accuſed to have 


been the death of my ſuppoſed child already, and now 
ſhall be the death of my own! If there were no loſs 
of my child, yet how can I endure this torment of 
mine own bowels! how can I live to ſee this part of 


| myſelf ſprawling under that bloody ſword! And 


while ſhe thinks thus, ſhe ſues to that ſuſpected mer- 


| cy of her juſt judge, Oh my lord, give her the living 


child, and flay him not: as thinking, if he live, he 
ſhall but change a mother; if he die, his mother loſeth 
a ſon: while he lives, it ſhall be my comfort that I 
have a ſon, though I may not call him ſo; dying, he 
periſheth to both; it is better he ſhould live to a wrong 
mother, than to neither, Contrarily, her envious 
competitor, as holding herſelf well ſatisfied that her 
neighbour ſhould be as childleſs as herſelf, can ſay, 
Let it be neither mine nor thine, but divide it. Well 
might Solomon, and every hearer conclude, that ei- 
ther ſhe was no mother, or a monſter, that could be 
content with the murder of her child, and that if ſhe 
could have been the true mother; and yet have de- 
fired the blood of her infant, ſhe had been as worthy 
to have been ſtript of her child for ſo foul unnatural- 
des, as the other had been worthy to enjoy him for her 
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honeſt compaſſion. Not more. juſtly than wiſely there. 
fore doth Solomon trace tue true mother by the foot- 
ſteps of love, and pity; and adjudgeth the child to 
thoſe bowels that had yearned at his danger. 

Even in morality it is thus alſq; truth as it is one, 
ſo it loves intireneſs ; falſhood7 diviſion. Satan, that 
hath no right to the heart, would be content with 
piece of it; God, that made it all, will have either 
the whole or none. The erronepus church ſtrives with 
the true, for the living child of ſaving doctrine ; cach 
claims it for her own; hereſy, conſcious of her own 
injuſtice, would be content to go away with a leg, or 
an arm of ſound principles, as hoping to make up the 
reſt with her own mixtures: truth cannot abide to part 
with a joint, and will rather endure to loſe all by vo- 
lence, than a piece through a willing connivency. 


[| 
CoOoNTEM. v. The TEMPLE. 


E is a weak and injurious cenſure that taxeth &. 

Yomon's ſlackneſs in founding the houſe of God; 
great bodies muſt, have but flow motions: he was 
wiſe that ſaid, The matters muſt all be prepared 
without, ere we build within ; and if David have laid 
ready a great part of the wetals and timber, yet ma- 
ny a tree muſt be felled and ſquared, and many a ſtone 
hewn and poliſhed, ere this foundation could be laid: 
neither could thoſe large cedars be cut, fawn, ſeaſon- 
ed in one year; four years are ſoon gone in ſo vaſt a 
preparation. David had not been ſo intire a friend 
to Hiram, if Hiram had not been a friend to God; 
Solomon's wiſdom had taught him to make uſe of fo 
good a neighbour, of a father's friend ; he knew that 
the Tyr:ans {kill was not given them for nothing; not 
Jews only, but Gentiles muſt have their hand in build 
ing the temple of God; only Jews meddled with the 


tabernacle, but the temple is not built without . 
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e. aid of Gentiles; they, together with us, make up the 
N church of God. 
to Eren Pagans have their arts from heaven; how 
juſtly may we improve their graces to the ſervice of 
ie, the God of heaven; if there be a Tyrian that can 
"at work more curiouſly in gold, in ſilver, in braſs, in 
14 iron, in purple, and blue ſilk, than an Mraelite, why 
her WW ſhould not he be employed about the temple? Their 


heatheniſm is their own, their {kill is their makers: 
many a one works for the church of God, that yet 
hath no part in it. 

Solomon raiſes a tribute for the work, not of mo- 
ney, but of men: thirty thouſand //raelites are levi- 
ed for the ſervice; yet not continuedly, but with in- 
termiſſion, their labour is more generous, and lefs 
preſſing : it is enough if they keep their courſes one 
month in Lebanon, two at home; ſo as ever ten thou- 
ſand work, while twenty thouſand breathe. So fa- 
vourable is God to his creature, that he requires us 


| $0» WT not to be over-toiled in the works of his own ſervice. 
od; Due refpirations are requiſite in the holieſt acts. The 
was Wh main ſtreſs of the work lies upon proſelytes ; whoſe 
ared boch number and pains was herein more than the na- 
laid ures: an hundred and fifty thouſand of them are em- 
ma- ployed in bearing burdens, in hewing ſtones ; beſides 
ſtone WW their three thouſand three hundred overſeers. Now 
laid: ¶Nvere the deſpiſed Gibeonites of good uſe, and in vain 


aſon- N doth ae wiſh that the zeal of Saul had not robbe 
raſt 2 ¶ chem of fo ſerviceable drudges. ; | 
riend There is no man ſo mean but may be ſome way 
God; Wuſctul to the houſe of God. Thoſe that cannot work 
of ſo in gold, and ſilver, and filk, yet may cut and hew; 
x that and thoſe that can do neither, yet may carry burdens. 
3 not ren the ſervices that are more homely, are not leſs 
neceſſary, Who can diſ-hearten himſelf in the con- 
ſcience of his own inſuſſiciency, when he ſees God can 
as well ſerye himſelf of his labour, as of his ſkill. 
The 
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nothing, in Sion but filence and peace. Whatever tys 


. that glorious fabric, which all nations admired, and 


The temple is framed in Lebanon, and ſet up 
Sion: neither hammer nor ax was heard in that holy 
ſtructure; there was nothing but noiſe in Lebanyy, 


mults are abroad, it is fit there ſhould be all quiet 
neſs and ſweet concord in the church. O God, tha 
the axes of ſchiſm, or the kammers of furious conten- 
tione, ſhould be heard, within thy ſanctuary! Thine 
houſe is not built with blows, with blows it is beater 
down. Oh knit the hearts of thy ſervants together 
in the unity of the ſpirit, and the bond of peace, that 
we may mind and ſpeak the ſame things; that thou, 
who art the God of peace, mayſt take pleaſure i 
dwell under the quiet roof of our hearts ! 

Now is the foundation laid, and the walls riſing, d 


all times have celebrated; even thoſe ſtores whid 
were laid in the baſe of the building were not ragged 
and rude, but hewn and coſtly : the part that lis 
covered with earth from the eyes of all beholders, vi 
no leſs precious, than thoſe that are more conſpicuous 
God is not all for the eye, he pleaſeth himſelf wit 
the hidden value of the living ſtones of his ſpiritui 
temple. How many noble graces of his ſervants hat 
been buried by obſcurity ; not diſcerned ſo much a 
by their own eyes? which yet as he gave, ſo he crow 
eth. Hypocrites regard nothing but ſhew ; God, 1 
thing but truth. : 

The matter of ſo goodly a frame ſtrives with tit 
proportion, whether ſhall more excel: here was 1% 
thing but white marble without, nothing but cedi 
and gold within. Upon the hill of Sion ſtands thi 
glittering and ſnowy pile, which both inviteth and da 
zleth the eyes of paſſengers afar off; ſo much mo 
precious within, as cedar is better than ſtone, gol 
than cedar. No baſe thing goes to the making upd 
God's houſe. If Satan may haye' a dwelling, he on 


| BOOK XVII. ConTix. v. 121 


not though he patch it up of the rubbiſh of ſtone, or 
rotten ſticks, or droſs of metals: God will admit of 
nothing that is not pure and exquiſite; his church 
conſiſts of none but the faithful, his habitation is in 
no heart but the gracious. 

The faſhion was no other than that of the taber- 
nacle; only this was more caſtly, more large, more 
fixed; God was the ſame that dwelt in both; he vari- 
ed not ;. the ſame myſtery was in both ; only it was fit 
there ſhould be a proportion betwixt the work and the 
builder. The tabernacle was erected in a popular e- 
ſtate, the temple in a monarchy ; it was fit this ſhould 
ſavour of the munificence of a king, as that of the zeal 
of a multitude : that was erected in the flitting condition 
of Mrael in the deſart; this, in their ſettled reſidence in 
the promiſed land: it was fit therefore that ſhould be 
framed for motion, this for reſt. Both of them were 
diſtinguiſhed into three remarkable diviſions, whereof 
each was more noble, more reſerved than other. 

But what do we bend our eyes upon, ſtone, wood, 
and metals! God would never have taken pleaſure 
in theſe dead materials for their own ſakes, if they 
had not had à further incendment : methinks I ſee 
four temples in this one. It is but one in matter, as 


the God that dwells in it is but one; three yet more 


in reſemblance, according to the diviſion of them in 
Whom it pleaſes God to inhabit; for wherever Ged 
dwells, there is his temple. O God, thou vouchſafeſt 
to dwell in the believing heart. As we thy ſilly crea- 
tures have our being in thee, ſo thou, the Creator of 
heaven and earth, haſt thy dwelling in us. The 
heaven of heavens is not able to contain thee, and 
yet thou diſdaineſt not to dwell in the ſtrait lodgings 
of our renewed ſouls. So then, becauſe God's chil- 
dren are many, and thoſe many divided in reſpect of 
themſelves, though united in their head, therefore 
this temple, which is but one in collection, as God is 
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one, is manifold in the diſtribution, as the faints are 
many; each man bearing about him a little ſhrine of 
this Infinite Majeſty : and for that the moſt general 
diviſion of the Lias is in their place and eſtate, ſome 
ſtruggling and toiling in this earthly warfare, others 
triumphing in heavenly glory; therefore hath, God 
dwo other, more univerſal temples; one the church 
of his ſaints on earth; the other, the higheſt heaven 
of his ſaints glorified. In all theſe, O God, thou 
dwelleſt for ever: and this material houſe of thine i 
a clear repreſentation of theſe three ſpiritual ; elfe what 
were a temple made with hands unto the God of ſpi. 
rits? And though one of theſe was a true type of all, 
yet how are they all exceeded each by other? This 
of ſtone, though moſt rich and coſtly, yet what is it 
to the living temple of the Holy Ghoſt, which is our 
body? What is the temple of this body of ours, to 
the temple of Chriſt's body, which is his church? And 
hat is the temple of God's church on earth, to that 
which triumpheth glorioufly in heaven? 

How cafly do we fee all theſe in this one viſible 
temple ; which, as it had three diſtinctions of rooms, 
the porch, the holy place, the holy of holies, ſo is 
each of them anſwered ſpiritually : in the porch we 
ſind the regenerate ſoul entering into the bleſſed ſoci- 
ety of the church; in the holy place, the communion 
of the true viſible church on earth, ſelected from the 
world; in the holy of holies, whereinto the high 
prieſt entered once a year, the glorious heaven, into 
which our true High Prieſt, Chriſt Jeſus, entered 
once for all, to make an atonement betwixt God and 
man. Jn all thefe what a meet correſpondence there 
is, in proportion, matter, ſituation ! wy 

In proportion; the ſame rule that ſbilful carvers 
obſerve in the cutting out of the perfect ſtatue of a man, 
that the height be thrice the breadth, and the breadth 
one third of the height, was likeways duly obſerved 

in 
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in the fabric of the temple, whoſe length was dou- 


are ble to the height, and treble to the breadth, as being 
e of ſixty cubits long, thirty high, and twenty broad.“ 
eral How exquiſite a ſymmetry haſt thou ordained, O God, 
ome betwixt the faithful heart, and thy church on earth, 
M with that in heaven ! how accurate in each of theſe, 


in ail their powers and parts, compared with other! 
ured So hath God ordered the believing foul, that it hath 


wen neither too much ſhortneſs of grace, nor too much 
thou height of conceit, nor too much breadth of paſſion: 
ne 18 ſo hath he ordered his viſible church, that there is 3 
what neceſſary inequality, without any diſproportion; an 
Wi height of government, a length of extent, a breadth 
| all of juriſdiction duly antwerable to each other; ſo hath 
This he ordered his triumphant church above, that it hath 
Bu a length of eternity, anſwered with an height of per- 
$ Our tection, and a breadth of incomprehenſible glory. 

$, 0 In matter; all was here of the-beſt : the wood was 
And precious, ſweet, laſting ; the ſtones beautiful, coſtly, 
\ that inſenſible of age; the gold pure and glittering : ſo 
g are the graces of God's children, excellent in their 
ible nature, dear in their acceptation, eternal in their uſe; 
oom, ſo are the ordinances of God in his church, holy, 
{os comfortable, irrefragable ; ſo is the perfection of his 
h we glorified ſaints, incomparable, unconceiyable, | 
ſock In ſituation ; the outer parts were here more com- 
umon mon, the inner more holy and peculiarly reſerved. I 
bi find one court of the temple open to the unclean, to 


the uncircumciſed ; within that, another open only 
into to the Maelites, and of them, to the clean; within 
tered that, yet another, proper only to the prieſts and Le- 
d and vites, where was the brazen altar for ſacrifice, and 


there the brazen ſea for waſhing ; the eyes of the laity 

| might follow their oblations in bicher, their feet might 
vers not. | . 
I. Yet more, in the covered rooms of the temple, there 
5 Ie Whither the prieſts. only may enter, not the Le- 
e . | LS 
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vites; there is, Whither the high-prieſt only may en- 
ter, not his brethren. . | 
It is thus. in every renewed man, the individual 
temple of God; the outward parts are allowed com- 
mon to God and the world; the inwardeſt and ſecret- 
eſt, which is the heart, is reſerved only for the God 
that made it. It is thus in the church viſible; the falle 
and foul-hearted hypocrite hath acceſs to the holy 
ordinances of God, and treads in his courts ; only the 
true Chriſtian hath entire and private converſation 
with the Holy One of 1/rael ; he only is admitted in- 
to the holy of holies, and enters within the glorious 
vail of heaven, | 8 
If from the walls we look unto the furniture; what 
is the altar, whereon our ſacrifices of prayer and prai- 
ſes are offered to the Almighty, but a contrite heart! 
What the golden candleſticks, but the illumined un- 
derſtanding, wherein the light of the knowledge of 
God, and his divine will ſhineth for ever? What the 
tables of ſhew-bread, but the ſanctified memory, which 
keeperh the bread of life continually ? Yea, if we ſhall 
preſume ſo far as to enter into the very cloſet of God's 
oracle; even there, O God, do we find opr unwor- 
thy hearts ſo honoured by thee, that they are made 
thy very ark, wherein thy royal law, and the pot of 
thy heavenly manna is kept for ever; and from whole 
Propitiatory, ſhaded with the wings of thy glorious 
angels, thou giveſt thy gracious teſtimonies of thy 
good Spirit, witneſſing with ours, that we are the 
children of the living God. 25s 
Behold, if Solomon built a remple unto. thee, thou 
haſt built a remple unto thyſelf in us; we are not 00- 
Jy, through thy grace, living ſtones in thy tewple, 
but living temples in thy Sion. Oh do thou eyer dwell 
in this thine houſe, and in this thy houſe let us ever 
ſerve thee! Wherefore elſe haſt thou a temple, but 
tor thy preſence with vs, and for our wry a 
NT ; thee 
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thee? The time was, when, as thy people, ſo thy- 
elf didſt lodge in flitting tents, ever ſhifting, ever 
moving; thence thou thoughtſt beſt to ſojourn both in 
$hilo, and the roof of Obed-edom ; after that, thou 
condeſcendedſt to ſettle thine abode with men, and 
| wouldſt dwell in an houſe of thine own at thy Jeru- 
ſalem. So didſt thou in the beginning lodge with our 
firſt parents in a tent, ſojourn with /rael under the 
law, and now makeſt a conſtant reſidence, under the 
goſpel, in the hearts of thy choſen children, from 
whence thou wilt remove no more; they ſhall remove 
from the world, from themſelves, thou ſhalt not re- 
move from them. 

Wbereſoever thou art, O God, thou art worthy of 
adoration ; ſince thou ever wilt dwell in us, be thou 
ever worſhipped in us. Let the altars of our clean 
hearts ſend up ever to thee the ſweeteſt perfumed 
imokes of our holy meditations and faithful prayers, 
and cheerful thankſgivings. Let the pure lights of our 
faith, and godly converſation, ſhine ever before thee 
and men, and never be put out. Let the bread of 
life ſtand eyer ready upon the pure and precious 
tables of our hearts. Lock up thy law and thy man- 
na within us, and ſpeak comfortably to us from thy 
mercy- ſeat. Suffer nothing to enter in hither that is 

| 1 ſanctify us unto thy ſelf, and be thou ſancti- 
ed in us. | : 


CoNnTEM, yi, SOLOMON, and the Queen , 
SHEBA, | 


G5 OD hath no uſe of the dark lanterns of ſecret and 

reſeryed perfections; we ourſelyes do not light u 
candles to put them under buſhels, The great lights, 
Whether of heayen or earth, are not intended to ob- 
ſcurity; but as to give light unto others, ſo to be ſeen 
ſhemſclyes. Lan and Beerſheba were, too {trait 
bounds 
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bounds for the fame of Solomon, which now hath 
flown over all lands and ſeas, and raiſed the world 
to an admiration” of his more than human wiſdom, 
Even fo, O thou everlaſting King of peace, thy name 
is great among the Gentiles; there is no ſpcech nor 
language, where the report of thee is not heard; 
The ſound of thee is gone forth through all the earth 
thy name is an ointment poured out, therefore the vir. 
ins love thee. | 
No doubt many, from all coaſts, came to learn and 
wonder, none with ſo much note as this noble Caugh. 
ter of Cham, who herſelf deſerves the next wonder 
to him whom ſhe came to hear and adnire; that a 
woman, a princeſs, a rich and great queen, ſhould 
travel from the remoteſt ſouth, from Sheba, a region 
famous for the greateſt delicacies of nature, to learn 
wiſdom, is a matchleſs example. We know merchanis 
that venture to either Indies for wealth; others we 
know daily to croſs, the ſeas for wanton curioliy, 
Some few philoſophers we have known to have gone 
far for learning; and, amongſt princes, it is no unuſual 
thing to ſend their ambaſſadors. to far diſtant king: 
doms, for tranſaction of buſineſſes either of ſtate or 
commerce: but that a royal lady ſhould in perſon un. 
dertake and overcome ſo tedious a journey, only to 
obſerve and inquire into the myſteries of nature, an, 
religion, is a thing paſt both parallel and imitation, 
Why do we think any labour great, or any way long 
to hear a greater than Solomon? How juſtly ſhall the 
queen of the South riſe up in judgment, and condemn 
us, who may hear wiſdom crying in our ſtreets, and 
neglect her? | 
Certainly ſo wealthy a queen, and ſo great a love 
of wiſdom could not want great ſcholars at home; 
them ſhe had firſt oppoſed with her enigmatical de 
mands ; and now, finding herſelf unſatisfied, ſhe betale 
herſelf to this oracle of God. It is a good * , 
TOR 5 = * ©. doubt 
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4onbt, better to be reſolved : the mind that never 
joubrs ſhall learn nothing; the mind that ever doubts 
(hall never profit by learning. Our doubts only ſerve 
to ſtir us up to ſeek truth: our reſolutions ſettle us 
in the truth we have found. There were no pleaſure 
in reſolutions, if we had not been formerly troubled 
with doubts; there were nothing but diſcomforr and 
diſquietneſs in doubts, if it were not for the hope of 
reſolation: it is not fafe to ſuffer doubts to dwell roo 
log upon the heart; there may be good uſe of them 
3 paſlengers, dangerous as inmates: happy are we, 
if we can find a Solomon to remove them. 

Fame, as it is always a blab, ſo oft- times a liar. The 
wiſe princeſs found cauſe to diſtruſt fo uncertain an 
informer, whoſe reports are {till either doubtful or 
fabulous; and, like winds or ſtreams, increaſe in 
paſſing. If very great things were not ſpoken of Solo- 
non, fame ſhould have wronged him; and, if but juſt 
rumours were ſpread of his wiſdom, there needed 
much credulity to believe them. This great queen 
would not ſuffer herſelf to be led by the ears, bur 


| comes in perſon to examine the truth of foreign rela- 


tions. How much more unſafe is it, in the molt im- 
portant buſineſſes of our ſouls, to truſt the opinions aud 
reports of others? Thoſe ears and eyes are ill be- 
ſtowed, that do not ſerve to chuſe and judge for their 
owners, 

When we come to a rich treaſure, we need not be 
bidden to carry away what we are able. This wiſe 
lady, as ſhe came far for knowledge, fo, finding the 
plenty of this vein, ſhe would not depart without her 
full load; there was nothing wherein ſhe would leave 
herſelf unſatisfied. She knew that ſhe could not every 
day meet with a Solomon; and therefore ſhe makes 
der beſt uſe of ſo learned a maſter : now ſhe emptics 
ber heart of all her doubts, and fills it with inſtructi- 
mM, It is not good neglecting the opportunities of 

turaiſh- 
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furniſhing our ſouls with profitable, with ſaving know. 
ledge. There is much wiſdom in moving a queſtion 


well, though there be more in aſſoiling it: what uſe 


do we make of Solomon's teacher, if, ſitting at the 
feet of Chriſt, we leave our hearts either ignorant or 


perplexed ? 


As if the errand of this wealthy queen had been 


to buy witlom, ſhe came with her camels laden with 
gold, and precious ſtones, and rich odours ; though 
to a mighty king, ſhe will not come to ſchool empij. 
handed; if ſhe came to fetch an invaluable treaſure, 
ſhe finds reaſon to give thanks unto him that kept it, 
As he is a fool that hath a price in his hand to get 
wiſdom, and wants an heart, ſo is he unthankful, 
that hath an heart to get wiſdom, and hath no price 
in his hand; a price not countervailable to what he 
ſeeks, but retributary to him of whom he ſeeks, Hoy 


i ſhameful is it to come always with cloſe hands to then 
that teach us the great myſteries of ſalvation. 


Expectation is no better than a kind enemy to gool 
deſerts, We leſe thoſe objects which we overlook, 
Many had been admired, if they had not been oyer- 


much befriended by fame; who now, in our judg. 


ment, are caſt as much below their rank, as the 
were fore-imagined above it. This diſadvantage hat 
wiſe Solamon with this ſtranger, whom rumour had 


bid to look for incredible excellencies; yet ſo wol- 


derful were the graces of Solomon, that they opel. 


came the higheſt expectation, and the liberaleſt belief 


ſo, as when ſhe ſaw the architecture of his building 


the proviſions of his tables, the order of his attendants 


the religion of his ſacrifices, ſhe confeſſed both het 
unjuſt incredulity, in not believing the report of h 
wiidom, and the injury of report in underſtanding 
believed not the words till I came, and mm 
eyes had ſeen it, and lo the one half was not tuld 


me. Her eyes were more ſure informers 7 
her 
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her ears. She did not ſo much hear as ſee Solomon's 
wiſdom in theſe real effects. His anſwers did not fo 
much demonſtrate it, as his prudent government. 
There are ſome whoſe ſpeeches are witty, while their 


carriage is weak; whoſe deeds are incongruitiesy 


while their words are apophthegms. Ir is not worth 
the name of wiſdom that may be heard only, and nor 
ſeen, Good diſcourſe is but the froth of wiſdom 
the pure and ſolid ſubſtance of it is in well-framed ac- 
tions ; If we know theſe things, happy are we if we 
& them. 

And if this great perſon admired the wiſdom, the 
buildings, the dameſtic order of S-/omon, and chiefly 
his ſtately aſcent into the houſe of the Lord, how 
ſhould our ſouls be taken up with wonder at thee, 
O thou true Son of David, and Prinee of everlaſting 
peace, who receivedit the Spirit not by meaſure! who 
haſt built this glorivus houſe not made with hands, 
even the heaven of heavens! whoſe infinite provi- 
dence hath ſweetly difpoſed of all the family of thy 
creatures, both in heaven and earth ; and who, laſtly, 
didſt aſcend up on high, and ledſt captivity captive, 
and gaveſt pifts to men 


* $9 well had this ſtudious lady profited by the lec- 


tres of that exquifite maſter, that now ſhe envies, 
ſhe magnifies none but them who may live within the 
air of Solomon's wiſdom: Happy are the men, and 
happy are thy ſervants, which jtand continually before 
thee, and that hear thy wiſdom V as if ſhe could have 
been content to have changed her throne for the 
foot-ſtool of Solomon. It is not eaſy to conceive, how 
great a bleſſing it is to live under thoſe lips, which 
do both preſerve knowledge, and utter it. If we 
were not glutted with good counſel, we ſhould find 
no reliſh in any worldly contentment, in compariſon 
hereof : but he that is full, deſpiſeth an honey-comb. 

Vor. II. R She, 
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She, whom her own experience had taught how 
happy a thing it is to have a ſkilful pilot fitting at the 
ſtern of the ſtate, bleſſed I/rae/ for Solomon, bleſſeth 
God for 1/-ae!, bleſſeth Solomon and [/rae! mutually 
in each other; Bled be the Lord thy God which de- 
lighteth in thee, to ſet thee on the throne Iſrael. Be- 
cauſe the Lord loved Iſrael for ever, therefore made he 
thee king to do judgment and juſtice. It was not more 
Solomon's advancement to be king of //rael, than it 
was the advancement of //rae/ to be governed by a 
Solomon. There is no earthly proof of God's love to 
any nation, comparable to the ſubſtitution of a wiſe 
and pious governor: to him we owe our peace, our 
life, and, which is deſervedly dearer, the life of our 
ſouls, the goſpel. But, O God, how much haſt 
thou loved thine Myael for ever, in that thou haſt ſet 
over it that righteous Branch of J7eſſe, whoſe name is 
Wonderful, Counſellor, the Mighty God, the Everlaſt 
ing Father, the Prince of Peace, in whoſe days Judah 
hall be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell ſafely ! Sing, 
O heaven, and rejuice, O earth, and break forth into 
finging, O mountains; for God hath comforted his 
peofle, and will have everlaſting mercy upon his af- 

lifted + 

The queen of Sheba did not bring her gold and 
precious ſtones to look on, or to re-carry, but to give 
ro a wealthier than herſelf. She gives therefore to 
Solomon an hundred and twenty talents of gold, beſides 
coſtly ſtones and odours. © He, that made ſilver in 
Feruſalem as ſtones, is yet richly preſented on all 
hands. The rivers {till run into the ſea ; to him that 


| hath ſhall be given. How ſhould we bring unto thee, 


O thou King of heaven, the pureſt gold of thine own 
graces, the ſweeteſt odours of our obediences! Was 
not -this withal a type of that homage which ſhould 
be done unto thee, O Saviour, by the heads of the 

nations: 
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nations! The lings of Tarſhiſh and the iſles bring pre- 
ſents ; the lings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts ; Yea 
all kings ſhall * thee, all nations ſhall ſerve thee! 
They cannot enrich themſelves, but by giving unto 
thee. 
It could not ſtand with S9/omon's magnificence to 
receive rich courteſies without a return; the greater 
the perſon was, the greater was the obligation of re- 
quital. The gifts of mean perſons are taken but as 
tributes of duty. Ir is diſhonourable to take from 
equals, and not to retribute: there was not therefore 
more freedom in her gift, than in her receipt; her 
own will was the meaſure of both; ſhe gave what ſhe 
would, ſhe received whatſoever ſhe would alk ; and 
ſhe had little profited by Solomon's ſchool, if ſhe had 
"not learned to alk the beſt. She returns therefore 
more richly laden than ſhe came: ſhe gave to Sol- 
mon, as a thankful client of wiſdom ; Solomon returns 
to her, as a munificent patron, according to the li- 
berality of a king. We ſhall be ture to be gainers by 
whatſoever we give unto thee, O thou God of wiſdom 
and peace! O that we could come, from the remote 
regions of our infidelity and woridlineſs, to learn wiſ- 
dom of thee, who both teacheſt and giveſt it abundant- 
ly, without upbraiding, without grudging, and could 
bring with us the poor preſents of our faithful deſires 
and ſincere ſervices! how wouldſt thou receive us 
with a gracious acceptation, and fend us away laden 
with preſeat comfort, with eternal glory! 


CoNTEM, VII, SOLOMON's defection. 


SINCE the firſt man Adam, the world hath not 

yielded either ſo great an example of wildam, or 
ſo fearful an example of apoſtaſy, as Solomon. What 
human knowledge Adam had in the perfection of na- 
ture by creation, Solomon had by infuſion, both fully, 


R 2 both 


CONTEMPLATIONS. 


both from one fountain. If Adam called all crea. 
tures by their names, Solomon ſpake, from the cedars 
of Lebanon, to the moſs that ſprings out of the wall; 
and, beſides theſe vegetables, there was no beaſt, nor 
fowl, nor fiſh, nor creeping thing that eſcaped his dif- 
courſe. Both fell, both fell by one means; as Adam, ſo 
might Solomon have ſaid, The woman deceived me, 
It is true indeed, that Adam fell as all, Solomon as 
one, yet ſo as that this one 1s the pattern of the 
frailty of all. If knowledge could have given an im- 
munity from ſin, both had ſtood. Affections are 
thoſe feet of the ſoul, on which it either ſtands or 
falls; Solomon loved many outlandiſh women. 1 
wonder not if the wiſe king miſcarried ; every word 
hath bane enough for a man. Women, many wo» 
men, outlandiſh, idolatrous, and thoſe not only had, 
but doted on; ſex, multitude, nation, condition, all 
conſpired to the ruin of a So/omon. If one woman 
undid all mankind, what marvel is it, if many women 
undid one? yet, had thoſe many been the daughters 
of Iſrael, they had tempted him only to luſt, not to 
miſdevotion ; now they were of thoſe nations, where- 
of the Lord had ſaid to the children of Mael, Go 
not ye in to them, nor let them come in to you, for 
ſurely they will turn your hearts after their gods, 
To them did Solomon join in love; who can marvel, 
if they disſoined his heart from God? Satan hath 
found this bait to take ſo well, that he never changed 
it ſince he crept into Paradiſe. How many have we 
known, whoſe heads have been broken with their 
own rib ! 

In the firſt world, the ſons of God ſaw the daughters 
of men, and took them wives of all they liked; they 
multiplied not children, but iniquities, Balaam knew 
well, if the dames of Moab could make the 1/rae/ites 
wanton, they ſhould ſoon make them idolaters. 2 
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les open, where the covenant is not both made with 
the eye, and kept. 

It was the charge of God to the kings of Iſrael, 
before they were, that they ſhould not multiply wives. 
Salman hath gone beyond the ſtakes of the law, and 
now is ready to loſe himſelf amongſt a thouſand bed- 
fellows. Whoſo lays the reins in the neck of his car- 
nal appetite, cannot promiſe where he will reſt. O 
Slomen, where was thy wiſdom, while thine affec- 
tions run away with thee into ſo wild a voluptuouſ- 
neſs | What boots it thee to diſcourſe of all things, 
whiles thou misknoweſt thyſelf! The perfections of 
ſpeculation do not argue the inward power of ſelf- 
government: the eye may be clear, while the hand is 
paliied, It is not ſo much to be heeded, how the 
foul is informed, as how it is diſciplined ; the light of 
knowledge doth well, but the due order of the affec- 
tions doth better. Never any mere man, ſince the 
firit, knew ſo much as Solomon; many that have 
known leſs, have had mot command of themſelves. 
A competent eſtate, well huſbanded, is better than a 
valt patrimony neglected. 

There can be no ſafety to that ſoul, where is not a 
ſtrait curb upon our deſires. If our luſts be not held 
under as flaves, they will rule as tyrants. Nothing 
can prevent the extremity of our miſcarriage, but ear- 
y and ſtrong denials of our concupiſcence : had So- 
lomon done thus, delicacy, and lawleſs greatneſs, had 
not led him into theſe bogs of intemperance. 

The ways of youth are ſteep and ſlippery, where- 
in as it is eaſy to fall, ſo it is commonly relieved with 
pity ; but the wanton inordinations of age are not 
more unſeaſonable than odious; yet, behold, Solo- 
mon's younger years were ſtudioq;, and innocent, his 
orer-haitened age was licentious and miſgoverned: 
for when Solomon was old, his wives turned away 
lis heart after «ther gods. If any age can ſecure us 

| from 


| 


— 


from the danger of a ſpiritual fall, it is our laſt; and m 


How many have begun and proceeded well, who yet 
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if any man's old age might ſecure him, it was Su. 
mon's, the beloved of God, the oracle, the miracle / | 
of wiſdom: who would have looked but that the I b. 
bloſſoms of ſo hopeful a ſpring ſhould have yielded : F 
goodly and pleaſant fruit in the autumn of age? Yet h 
behold even Sglomon's old age vicious. There is ng 1 
time wherein we can be ſafe, while we carry this bo Ml | 
dy of fin about us; youth is impetuous, mid-age \ 
ſtubborn, old age weak, all dangerous: ſay not non, I 
The fury of my youthful flaſhes is over, I hall hence: 1 E 
forth find my heart calm and impregnable ; while thou 
ſeeſt old Solomon doting upon his concubines, yea up- 
on their idolatry. "oct 

It is no preſuming upon time, or means, or ſtrength, 


have ſhamed themſelves in their laſt ſtage? If Gd WF. 
uphold us not, we cannot ſtand : if God uphold us, WF © 
we cannot fall. When we are at the ſtrongeſt, it's WW © 1 
the beſt to be weak in ourſelves; and, when at our 
weakeſt, ſtrong in him, in whom we can do all things, 

I cannot yet think ſo hard of $9/omon, that he 
would project his perſon to Aſetaroth the goddels df 
the Sidonians, or Milchom the idol of the Ammonites, 
or Chemoſh the abomination of Moab. He that kney 
all things from the ſhrub to the cedar, could not be 
ignorant that theſe ſtatues were but ſtocks, or ſtones, 
or metals, and the powers reſembled by them, devil, 
It is not like, he could be ſo inſenſate to adore fuck 
deities ; but ſo far was the uxorious king blinded with 
affection, that he gave not paſſage only to the idols 
try of his heatheniſh wives, but furtherance. 

So did he dote upon their perſons, that he humour- 
ed them in their ſins : their act is therefore his, be- 
cauſe his eyes winked at it, his hand advanced. i. 
He that built a temple to the living God, for himſelt 
and J/rael, in Sicn, built a temple to Chen 5 

: 
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the Mount of Scandal, for his miſtreſſes of Moab, in 


| the very face of God's houſe. No hill about Feru- 
ſalem was free from a chapel of devils ; each of his 


dames had their puppets, their altars, their incenſe : 


| becauſe Solomon feeds them in their ſuperſtition, he 


draws the fin home to himſelf, and is branded for 
what he ſhould have forbidden. Even our very per- 
miſion appropriates crimes to us. We need no more 
guiltineſs of any fin, than our willing toleration. 

Who can but yearn, and fear, to ſee the woful wreck 
of ſo rich and goodly a veſſel? O Solomon, wert not 
thou he, whoſe younger years God honoured with a 
meſſage and ſtyle of love! tro whom God twice ap- 
peared, and, in a gracious viſion, renewed the cove- 
nant of his favour ! whom he ſingled out from all the 
generation of men, to be the founder of that glorious 
temple which was no leſs clearly the type of heaven, 
than thou wert of Chriſt the ſon of the everliving 
God! Wert not thou that deep ſea of wiſdom, which 
God ordained to ſend forth rivers and fountains of all 
divine and human knowledge to all nations, to all a- 


ges! wert not thou one of thoſe ſelect ſecretaries, 


whoſe hand it pleaſed the Almighty to employ in three 
pieces of the divine monuments of ſacred ſcriptures ! 
Which of us dares ever hope to aſprie unto thy gra- 
ces? which of us can promiſe to ſecure ourſelyes from 
thy ruins? We fall, O God, we fall to the loweſt 
bell, if thou prevent us not, if thou ſuſtain us not! 
Uphold thou me, according to thy word, that I may 


| live, and let me not be aſhamed of my hope. Order 


my ſteps in thy word, and let not any iniquity have 
domimon over me. All our weakneſs is in ourſelves, 
al our ſtrength is in thee. O God, be thou ſtrong 
n our weakneſs, that our weak knees may be ever 
leady in thy ſtrength. 

But, in the midſt of the horror of this ſpectacle, a- 
ble to affright all the ſons of men, behold ſome gimp 
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of comfort. Was it of Sclomon that David his father 
propheſied ; Though he fall, he ſhall not be utterly 
caſt down, for the Lord uphaldeth him with his hand? 
If ſenſible grace, yet final mercy was not taken from 
that beloved of God ; in the hardeſt of this winter, 
the ſap was gone down to the root, though it ſhewed 
not in the branches. Even whiles Solomon removed, 
that word ſtood faſt, He ſhall be my Son, and I will 
be his Father. He that foreſaw his fin, threatened 
and limited his correction. I he break my ſtatutes, 
and keep not my commandments, then will I viſit hy 
tranſgreſſion with a rod, and his iniquity with ſtripes; 
nevertheleſs, my loving kindneſs will I not utterly take 
from him, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail; my coe. 
nant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gun 
out of my mouth. Behold the favour of God doth not 
depend upon Solomon's obedience ! If Solomon ſhall fuf- 
fer his faithfulneſs to fail towards his God, God wil 
not requite him with the failing of his faithfulneſs to 
Solomon ; if Solomon break his covenant with God, 
God will not break his covenant with the father of 
Solomon, with the ſon of David: he ſhall ſmart, he 
ſhall not periſh. O gracious word of the God of al 
mercies, able to give ſtrength to the languiſhing, com. 
fort to the defpairing, to the dying, life! Whatſoever 
we are, thou wilt be till thyſelf, O Holy One of / 
rael, true to thy covenant, conſtant to thy decree; 
the ſins of thy choſen can neither fruſtrate thy coun- 
fel, nor out- trip thy mercies. 

Now I ſee Solomon, of a wanton lover, a grab 
preacher of mortification ; I ſee him quenching thok 
inordinate flames with the tears of his repentance. 
Methinks I hear him ſighing deeply, betwixt ever) 
word of that his ſolemn penance which he would 
needs enjoin himſelf before all the world. / have «f 
plied ny heart to know the wickedneſs of folly, etl 
the fooliſhneſs of madneſs, and J find more bitter 


that 


even 
1tter 
that 
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than death the woman whoſe heart is as nets and ſnares, 
and her hands as bands : whoſo pleaſeth God ſhall be 
delivered from her, but the ſinner ſhall be taken by 
her. 

Solomon was taken as a ſinner, delivered as a peni- 
tent. His ſoul eſcaped as a bird out of the ſnare of 
the fowlers ; the ſnare was broken, and he delivered. 
It is good for us that he was both taken and deliver- 
ed; taken, that we might not preſume; and, that 
we might not deſpair, delivered: He tinned, that we 
might not fin z he recovered, that we may not fink 
under our fin. : ; Det 

But, O the juſtice of God, inſeparable from his 
mercy; Solomon's fin ſhall not eſcape the rod of men: 
rather than ſo wiſe an offender ſhall want enemies, 
God ſhall raiſe up three adverſaries unto Salomon; 
Hadad the Edomite, Bezon the king of Aram, Fero- 
beam the ſon of Nebat ; whereof two were foreign, 
one domeſtical. Nothing but love and peace ſound- 
ed in the name of Solomon, nothing elſe was found in 
his reign, while he held in good terms with his God; 
but, when once he fell foul with his Maker; all things 
began to be troubled. There are whips laid up a- 
gainſt the time of Solomon's foreſeen offence; which 
are now brought forth for his correction. On pur- 
poſe was Hadad, the ſon of the king of Edom, hid in 
a corner of Egypt, from the ſword of David and Joab, 
that he might be reſerved for a ſcourge to the exor- 
birant ſon of David. God would have us make ac- 
count that our peace ends with our innocerice. The 
ſame fin, that ſets debate betwixt God and us, arms 
the creatures againſt us; ir were pity we ſhould be at 
any quiet, while we are fallen out with the God of 
peace. 
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BOOK EIGHTEENTH. 


ConNnTEM. I. REHOBOAM. 


hundred wives, and three hundred concubines, 


| W O would * but have looked that ſeven 
" ſhould have furniſhed S9/omor's palace with 


choice of heirs, and have peopled 1frae/ with royal | 


iſſue? and now, behold, Solomon hath by all theſe 
but one ſon, and him by an Ammoniteſs/ Many a 
poor man hath an — of children by one wife, 
While this great king has but one ſon by many houſe- 
fuls of wives. Fertility is not from the means, but 
from the author: it was for Solomon, that David ſung, 
of old, Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord, and 
the fruit of the womb is his reward. How oft doth 
God deny this heritage of heirs, where he gives the 
largeſt heritage of lands, and gives moſt of theſe l. 
ving poſſeſſions, where he gives leaſt of the dead, that 
his bleſlings may be acknowledged free unto both, en- 

taiied upon neitlier ? | 
As the greateſt perſons cannot give themſelves chil 
dren, ſo the wiſeſt cannot give their children wiſdom, 
Was it not of Rehoboam that Solomon ſaid ? I hated 
all my labour which I had taken under the ſun, be- 
cauſe I ſhould leave it to the man that firall be after 
me ; and who knoweth whether he ſhall be a wwiſe man 
or a fool ; yet ſhall he rule over all my labour, where 
in ] have laboured, and ſhewed myſelf wiſe under the 
fun! All Iſrael found that Solomon's wit was not pro- 
pagated: many a fool hath had a wiſer ſon than thus 
wiſeſt father; amongſt many ſons, it is no news to 
find ſome one\defective ; Solomon hath but one fon, 
and he no miracle of wiſdom. God gives purpolely 
ſo eminent an inſtance, to teach men to look up to 
heaven, both for heirs and graces. 
| / Solomon 


BOOK XVII. ConTEmM. 1. 139 


Solomon was both the king of 1/-ael, and the fa- 
ther of Rehoboam, when he was ſcarce out of his 
childhood : 'Rehobeam enters into the kingdom at a 
xipe age; yet Salomon was the man, and Rehoboam 
the child. Age is no juſt meaſure of wiſdom ; there 
are beardleſs ſages, and grey-headed children; not 
the ancient are wiſe, but the wiſe are ancierit. 1/rael 


| wanted not for thouſands that were wiſer than Reho+ 


boom ; yet, becauſe they knew him to be the ſon of 
Solomon,” no man makes queſtion of his government: 
in the caſe of ſucceſſion into kingdoms we may not 
look into the qualities of the perſon, but into the right. 
So ſecure is Solomon of the people's fidelity to Da- 
vid's ſeed, that he follows not his father's exam- 
ple, in ſetting his ſon by him in his own throne ; here 
was no danger of a rivality to enforce it, no eminen- 
cy in the ſon to merit it: it ſufficeth him to know that 
no bond can be ſurer than the natural allegiance of 
ſubjects. I do not find that the following kings ſtood 
upon the confirmation of their people; but, as thoſe 
that knew the way to their throne, aſcended their 
ſteps without aid. As yet the ſovereignty of David's 
houſe was green, and unſettled ; ae therefore doth 
not now come to attend Rehoboam, but Rehoboam 
goes up to meet {/rae/ : they come not to his Ferufa- 
lem, but he goes to their Shechem : To Shechem were 
all Iſrael come to mate bim king. If loyalty drew 
them together, way not rather to Fer»/alem ? there 
the majeſty of his father's temple, the magnificence 
of his palace, the very ſtones in thoſe walls, beſides 
che ſtrength af his guard, had pleaded ſtrongly for 
their ſubjection. Shechem had been many ways fa- 
tal, was eyery way incommodious. It is an infinite 
help or diſadvantage that ariſes fram circamſtances : 
the very place puts //-ae/ in mind of a rebellion; there 
Abtmelech had raiſed up his treacherous uſurpation 
over, and againſt his brethren ; there Gag! againſt A- 

9 2 bimeleh ; 
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bimelech; there was Joſeph fold by his brethren ; as 
if rhe very ſoil had been ſtained with perfidiouſneſs, 
The time is no leſs ill choſen; Rehoboam had ill 
counſel ere he bewrayed it; for had he ſpeedily call 
ed up Iſrael, before Jeroboam could have been ſent 
for our of Egypt, he had found the way clear; « litle 
delay may loſe a great deal of opportunity ; what ſhall 
we 11 of both, but that miſery i is led in by infatua- 
tion! 

Had not [/rael been ſomewhat oredifpoſel to a mu- 
tiny, they had never ſent into Egypt for ſuch a ſpokef- 
man as 'Feroboam, a fugitive, a traitor to Solomon : 
long had that crafty conſpirator lurked in a foreign 
court. The alliances of princes are not ever neceſſary 
bonds of friendſhip : the brother-in-law of Solomon 
harbours this ſnake in his boſom, and gives that heat, 
which is repaid with a ſting to the poſterity of ſo near 
an ally; and naw Solomon's death calls him back tg 
his native ſoil. That ae would entertain a rebel, 
it was an ill ſign ; worſe yet, that they would counte- 
nance him ; worſt of all, chat they would employ him. 
Nothing doth more bewray evil intentions, than the 
choice of vicious agents. Thoſe that mean well, wil 
not hazard either the ſucceſs, or credit of their acti- 
ons upon offenſive inſtruments; none but the futtih 
will wipe their faces with foul clothes. Upright hearts 

would have ſaid, as David did to God, fo to his anoint- 
| ed; Do not J Aae them that hate thee? yea, I hate 
them with a perfect hatred. Feroboam's head had 
I been a fit preſent to have been tendered unto their WM \ 
| | h new king ; ; and now, inſtead thereof, they tender them MW i 
[ 


4 tee 


{elves to Feroboam, as the head of their faction. 

Had not Rebobeam wanted ſpirits, he had firſt, t 

after Solomon's example, done juſtice to his father's p 

| | rraitor, and then have treated of mercy towards bis n 
8 ſubjects; the people ſoon found the weakneſs of theit I l 
new ſoyereign, elſe they durſt not have 1 | 
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him by ſo obnoxious a tongue; Thy father made 
our yoke grievous, make thou it lighter, and we will 
ſerve thee: Doubtleſs the crafty head of Jeroboam 
was in this ſuit which his mouth uttered in the name 
of 1/rae! : nothing could have been more ſubtile; 
it ſeemed a promiſe, it was a threat; that which 
ſeemed a ſupplication, was a complaint ; humility was 
but a yail for diſcontentment ; one hand held a pa- 
per, the other a ſword. Had they faid, Free us 
from tributes, the capitulation had been groſs, and 
ſtrongly favouring oi ſedition; now they fay, Eaſe 
us they profeſs his power to impoſe, and their wil- 
lingnels to yield; only craving favour in the weight 
of the impoſition. If Rehoboam yield, he blemiſhes 
his father; if he deny, he endangers his kingdom 
his wilfulneſs ſhall ſeem worthily to abandon his 
ſceptre, if he ſtick at ſo unreaſonable a ſuit: ſurely 
Iſrael came with a purpoſe to cavil ; Jeroboam had 
ſecretly troubled theſe waters, that he might fiſt 
more gainfully. One malecontent is enough to em- 
broil a whole kingdom. 

How harſhly mult it needs ſound in the ears of Re- 
hoboam, that the firſt word Ee hears from his people 
is a querulous challenge of his father's government; 
Thy father made our - yoke grievous, For ought 1 
ſee, the ſuggeſtion was not more ſpiteful than unjuſt. 
Where was the weight of this yoke, the toil of theſe 
lervices? Here were none of the turmoils of war; 
no trainings, marchings, encampings, entrenchings, 
watchings, minings, ſieges, fartifications; none of that 
tedious world of work that attends hoſtility : Slo- 
mon had not his name for nought; all was calm, during 
that long reign; and if they had paid dear far their 
peace, they had no cauſe ro complain af an hard 
match : the warlike times of Saul and David had ex- 
hauſted their blood, together with their ſubſtance : 
what ingratitude was this to cry out of eaſe? Yea, 
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but that peace brought forth coſtly and laborious 


buildings: God's houſe, and the king's, the walls of 


Jeruſalem, Hazor, Megiddo, and Gezer, the cities 


of ſtore, the cities of defence, could not riſe with- 


out many a ſhoulder ; true, but not of any 1/raelites; 


the remainders of Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hi- 
vites and Jebuſites, were put to all the drudgery of 
theſe great works; the taiks of //rae/ were eaſy and 
ingenuous, free from ſervility, free from painfulneſ,, 
But the charge was theirs, whoſoever's was the la- 
bour. The diet of ſo endleſs a retinue, the attend. 
ance of his ſeraglio, the purveyance for his forty 
thouſand ſtables, the caſt of his ſacrifices, muſt needs 
weigh heavy, certainly, if it had lain on none but 
his own. But wherefore went Solomon's navy every 
three years to Ophir? to what uſe ſerved the fix 
hundred threeſcore and fix talents of gold, that came 
in one year to his exchequer? wherefore ſerved the 
large tributes of foreign nations? how did he make 
filver to be in Feru/alem as ſtones, if the exactions 
were ſo preſſive? The multitude is ever prone to pick 
quarrels with their governors; and whom they feared 
alive, to cenſure dead. The benefits of fo quiet and 


happy a reign are paſt over in ſilence; the grievances 


are recounted with clamour. Who can hope that me- 
rit or greatneſs can ſhield him from abloquy, when 
Solomon is traduced to his own loins ? | 
The propoſition of 1/rae! puts Rehoboam to a de- 
liberation, Depart ye for three days, then come as 
ain to me. I hear no other word of his that ar- 
gued witdom ; not to give ſudden reſolutions, in ca- 
ſes of importance, was a point that might well be. 
ſeem the ſon of Solomon. I wonder that he, who had 
ſo much wit as to call for leiſure in his anfwer, ſhould 
ſhew ſo little wit in the improving of that leifure, in 


the return of that anſwer. Who cannot but hope 


well to ſee the grey heads of Soloman's ſecręt coulr 
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cl called to Rehoboam's cabinet? As counſellors, as 
ancient as Solomon's, they cannot chuſe but ſee the 
belt, the ſafeſt courſe for their new ſovereign : they 
had learned of their old maſter, that A /oft anſwer 
appeaſeth wrath ; wiſely therefore do they adviſe 
him, IF thou wilt be a ſervant to this people this 
day, and ſpeak good words to them, they will be thy 
ſervants for ever. It was an eaſy condition, with 
one mouthful of breath to purchaſe an everlaſting 
homage ; with one gentle motion of his tongue, to 
bind all peoples hearts to his allegiance. for ever. 
Yet, as if the motion had been unfit, a new council 
table is called. Well might this people ſay, What 
will not Rehoboam grudge us, if he think much to 
give good words -for a kingdom ? There is not 
more wiſdom in taking variety of advice, where the 
matter is doubtful, than folly, when it is plain. The 
young heads are conſulted; this very change argues 
weakneſs : ſome reaſon might be pleaded for paſſing 
from the younger council to the aged; none for the 
contrary. Age brings experience; and it is a ſhame, 
it with the ancient be not wiſdom. Youth. is com- 
nonly raſh, heady, inſolent, ungoverned, wedded to 
wl, led by humour, a rebel to reaſon, a ſubject to 
paſſion, fitter to execute than to adviſe. Green-wood 
ever ſhrinking and warping, whereas the well-ſea- 
ſoned holds a conſtant firmneſs. Many a life, many 2 
(cul, many a flouriſhing ſtate hath been ruined by undiſ- 
ciplined monitors; ſuch were theſe of Rehoboam, whoſe 
great ſtomach tells them, that this conditionating of 
ſubjects was no other than an affront to their new 
maſter, and ſuggeſts to them, how unfit it is for ma- 
jelty to bruik ſo ſaucy a treaty ; how requiſite and 
princely to craſh this preſumption in the egg. As 
ſcorning therefore to be braved-by the baſe vulgar, 
they put words of greatneſs and terror in their new 
prince ; My little finger ſhall be thicker than my 

|  , father's 
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father's loins ; my father made your yoke heyy, 
[ will add to your yoke. My father hath chaſtiſed 
you with whips, I will chaſtiſe you wwith ſcorpions, 
The very words have ſtings : now muſt /-4el needy 


. 
think, How cruel will this man's hands be, when b 
he thus draws blood with his tongue? Men are not 
wont to ſpeak out their worſt; who can endure the N 
hopes of him that promiſeth tyranny ? There can be N 
no good uſe of an indefinite profeſhon of rigour and g 


ſeverity; fear is an unſafe guardian of any ſtate, 
much leſs of an unſettled: which was yet worſe, not 
the fins of Jrael were threatened, nor their purſes, = 
but their perſons; neither had they deſired a remiſl 2 
on of juſtice, but of exactions; and now they heat 


of nothing but burdens, and ſcourges, and ſcorpions, p. 
Here was a prince and people well met; I do not 

find them ſenſible of ought, ſave their own profit; {m 

they do not ſay, Religion was corrupted in the ſhut: 5 


ting up of thy father's days ; idolatry found the free 
favour of prieſts, and temples, and ſacrifices. Be- of 
gin thy reign with God; purge the church, demo- 
liſh thoſe piles of abomination, abandon thoſe idol. 
mongers, reſtore devotion to her purity. Theyare al 55 
for their penny, for their eaſe. He, on the other ſide, 1 
is all for his will, for an imperious ſovereignty, with- 
out any regard, either of their reformation or fati- 
faction: they were worthy of load, that cared for no- 
thing but their backs; and he worthy of ſuch ſubjetts 
who profeſſed to affect their miſery and torment. 
Who would not but have looked any whither for 
the cauſe of this evil, rather than to heaven! yet the 
Holy God challenges it to himſelf; the cauſe was from 
the Lord, that he might perform this ſaying by 4+ 
jah the Shilonite to Jeroboam. As fin is a pumnilts 
ment of fin, it is a part of juſtice: the Holy One d 
Iſrael doth not abhor to uſe even the groſſeſt fins to 


his own juſt purpoſes. While our wills are free 10 
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our own choice, his decrees are as neceſſary as juſt ; 
Iſcael had forſaken the Lord, and worthipped Aſta- 
ruth the goddeſs of the Sidonians, and Chemoſh, and 
Milchom : God owes them and Solomon a whipping ; 
the forwardneſs of Rehoboam ſhall pay it them. I 
ſee Jeroboam's plot, the peoples inſolence, the young 
mens miſadvice, the prince's unreaſonable aulterity, 
meeting together, through the wiſe Providence of the 
Almighty, unwittingly to accompliſh his moſt juſt 
decree. All theſe might have done otherways, for 
any force that was offered to their will; all would 
no more do otherways, than if there had been no 
predetermination in heaven; that God may be mag- 
nified in his wiſdom and juſtice, while man wittingly 
periſheth in his folly. 

That three days expectation had warmed theſe 
ſmoking {/raelites, and made them ready for a com- 
bultion ; upon ſo peremptory a reſolution of rigour, 
the flame burſts out, which all the waters of the well 
of Bethlehem could never quench, The furious mul- 
titude flies out into a defperate revolt; What por- 
tion have we in David, neither have wwe inheritance in 
the ſon of Jeſſe. To your tents, O Iſrael; now, ſee to 
thine own houſe, David. | | 

How durſt theſe ſeditious mouths mention. David 
in defiance? One would have thought that very name 
had been able to have tempered their fury, and to 
have contained thera within the limits of obedience. 
It was the father of Rehoboam, and the fon of Da- 
vid, that had led {/rael into idolatry ; Solomon hath 
drawn contempt upon his father, and upon his ſon. 
If fuel have caſt off their God, is it marvel that 
they ſhake off his anointed ? Irreligion is the way to 
dilobedience; there can be no true ſubjection, but out 
of conſcience ; they cannot make conſcience of civil 
duties, who make none of divine, 


Vol. II. | 3 In 


146 CONTEMPLATIONS. 


In vain ſhall Rehoboam hope to prevail by his of. 
ficer, when himſelf is rejected. The perſons of princes 
carry in them characters of majeſty ; when their pre- 
ſence works not, how ſhould their meſſage ? If A. 
ram ſolicit the people too late with good words, they 
anſwer him with ſtones. Nothing is more untradt- 
able and violent than an enraged multitude. It was 
time for Rehoboam to betake himſelf to his chariot; 
he ſaw thoſe ſtones were thrown at him in his 4g. 
ram. As the meſſenger ſuffers for the maſter, fo the 
maſter ſuffers in his meſſenger. Had Rehoboam been 
in Adoram's clothes, this death had been his; only 
flight can deliver him from thoſe that might have 
been ſubjefts : Feru/alem muſt be his refuge againſt 
the conſpiracy of Shechem. 

Bleſſed be God for lawful government: even a mu- 

tinons body cannot want an head. If the rebellious 
Iſtaelites have caſt off their true ſovereign, they muſt 
chuſe a falſe : Jeroboam, the ſon of Nebat, mult be 
the man. He had need be ſkilful, and fir ſure, that 
ſhall back the horſe which hath caſt his rider. J/rael 
could not have anywhere met with more craft and 
courage than they found in this leader. 

Rehoboam returns to Jeruſalem lighter by a crown 
than he went forth; Judah and Benjamin tick till 
faſt to their loyalty : the example of a genera! rebei- 
lion cannot make them unfaithful to the houſe of Da- 
vi: God will ever reſerve a remnant free from the 
common contagion. I hoſe tribes, to approve their 
valour no leſs than their fidelity, will fight againlt 
their brethren for their prince, and will hazard ther 
lives to reduce the crown to the ſon of Solomon. An 
hundred and fourſcore thouſand of them are up in 
arms, ready to force [jrael to their denied ſubjection. 
No noiſe founded on both parts but military; no man 
thought of any thing but blood ; when ſuddenly God 
ſends his prophet to forbid the batile, Sh:maigh comes 
k With 
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with a meſſage of ceſſation, Te ſhall not go up, nor 
fight againſt your brethren the children of Iſrael, re- 
turn every man to his houſe ; for this thing is from me, 
fatth the Lord, The word of one filly prophet diſ- 
miſſes theſe mighty armies: he, that would not lay 
down the threats of his rigour, upon the advice of 
his ancient counſellors, will lay down his ſword up- 
on the word of a ſeer. Shall we envy or ſhame to 
ſee how much the prophets of the Old Teſtament 
could do; how little thoſe of the New? If our com- 
miſhon be no leſs from the ſame God, the difference 
of ſucceſs cannot go away unrevenged. 

There was yet ſome grace in Rehoboam, that he 
would not ſpurn againſt that which God challenged as 
his own work. Some godleſs ruffian would have ſaid, 
Whoſoever is the author, I will be revenged on the 
inſtruments. Rehsboam hath learned this leſſon of 
his grandfather, I held my peace, becauſe thou Lord 
haſt done it. If he might ftrive with the multitude, 
he knew it was no ſtriving with his Maker: quietly 
therefore doth he lay down his arms, not daring, 
after that prohibition, ro ſeek the recovery of his 
kingdom by blood. 

Where God's purpoſes are hid from us, we muſt 
take the faireſt ways of all lawful remedies ; but where 
God hath revealed his dererminations, we mult fir 
down in an humble ſubmiſſion; our ſtruggling may 
eggravate, cannot redreſs our miſerics. 


CoN TEM. II. JEROBOAM. 


A there was no public and univerſal confii& be- 
twixt the ten tribes and the two, io no peace. 
Either king found reaſon to fortify the borders of his 
own territories: Shechem was worthy to be dear to 
gerebeam ; a city, as of old, ſeaſoned with many trea- 
ions, ſo now auſpicious to his new uſurpation, The 
Et. civil 
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(civil defection was ſoon followed by the ſpiritual. As 
there are near reſpects betwixt God and bis anointed, 
o there is great affinity betwixt treaſon and idolatry ; 
there is a connection betwixt, Fear God and Hy 
bour the king; and no leſs betwixt the neglects of 

oth, In vain ſhall a man look for faith in an irre- 
ligious heart. 

Next to Achitophel, T do not find that 1/rael yield- 
ed a craftier head than Jeroboam's : ſo hath he plotted 
this conſpiracy, that, whatever fall, there is no place 
for a challenge; not his own intruſion, but {/rae/s 
election hath raiſed him to their throne : neither is his 
cunning Jeſs in holding a ſtolen ſceptre. Thus he 
thinks in himſelf, If /rae/ have made me their king, 
it is but a pang of diſcontentment; theſe yiolent thoughts 
will not laſt always; ſudden fits have commonly ſud- 
den recoyeries; their return to their loyalty ſhall 
forfeit my head, together with my crown; they 
cannot return to God and hold off from their lawful 
ſovereign ; they canyot return to . and keep 
off from God, from their loyalty: thrice a year will 
their devotion call them up thither, beſides the exi- 
gence of their frequent vows: how can they be mine, 
while that glorious temple 1s in their eye, while the 
magnificence of the royal palace of David and Sol- 
mon {hall admoniſh them of their native allegiance; 
while, beſides the ſolicitation of their brethren, the 
prieſts and Levites ſhall preach to them the neceſſity 
of their due obedience, and the abomination of thar 
ſacrifices in their wilful diſobedience ; while they ſhall, 
by their preſence, put themſelves upon the mercy, 
or juſtice, of their lawful and forſaken prince? Either 
therefore J muſt divert them from Feru/alem, or elſe 
1 cannot live and reign ; it is no diverting them by a 
direct reſtraint ; fuch prohibition would» both endanger 
their utter diſtaſte, and whet their deſire to more ea- 
gerneſs: I may change religion, I may not inhibit 4 
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Sg the people have a God, it ſuſſiceth them; they 
(411 have ſo much formality as may content them: 
their zeal is not ſo ſharp but they can be well pleaſed 
with eaſe. I will proffer them both a more compendi- 
ous, and more plauſible worthip; Feru/alem ſhall be 
ſupplied within mine own borders. Naturally men 
love to ſee the objects of their devotion; I will there- 


| fore feed their eyes with two golden repreſentations of 


their God, nearer home ; and what can be more pro- 
per, than thoſe whiclr Aaron deviſed of old io humour 
ljrael? | 

has this peſtilent ground, Feroboam ſets up two 
calves in Dan and Bethel, and perſuades the people, 
It ts too much for you to go up to Jeruſalem, be- 
hold thy gods, O Iſrael, which brought thee out 
of the land of Egypt. Oh the miſchief that comes 
of wicked infidelity ! It was God's prophet that had 
rent Feroboam's garment into twelve pieces, and had 
given ten of them to him, in token of his ſharing the 
tea tribes; who, with the ſame breath alſo, told him, 
that the cauſe of this diſtraction was their idolatry. 
Yet now will he inſtitute an idolatrous ſer vice for the 
holding together of them, whom their idolatry had 
rent from their true ſovereign to him, He ſays not, 
God hath promiſed me this kingdom; God hath con- 
terred it; God ſhall find means to maintain his own 
act; I will obey him, let him diſpoſe of me. The God 
of Iſrael is wife and powerful enough to fetch about 
his own deſigns : but, as if the devices of men were 
ſtronger than God's providence and ordination, he 
will be working out his own ends by profane poli- 
cles, Jeroboam being born an Ifraelite, and bred in 
the court of a Solomon, could not but know the ex- 
preſs charge of God againſt the making of images, 
2amſt the erecting of any rival altars to chat of Je- 
ryalem ; yet now, that he ſees both theſe may avail 
much to the advancipg of his ambitious project, he ſets 
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up thoſe images, thoſe altars. Wicked men care nat cr 
to make bold with God, in- caſes of their own coming. tel 
dity. If the laws of their Maker ly in the way of Wl cat 
their profit or promotion, they either ſpurn them ou, 
2 . or tread upon them at pleaſure. Aſpiring minds wil lat 
| know no God but honour. 1/7ael ſojourned in ERH bo 
and brought home a golden calf ; Feroboam ſojourn; Ml vic 
there, and brought home two: it is hard to dwell in WF to 
Egypt untainted. Not to favour of the fins of the ; 
place we live in, is no leſs ſtrange, than for whole. er 
ſome liquor, tunned up in a muſty veſſel, not to ſmell yet 
of the caſk, The beſt body may be infected in a con- an 
tagious air. Let him beware of Egypt, that would be ] 
tree from idolatry. wol 
No ſooner are Jeroboam's calves up, than Tha! vit 
is down on their knees: their worſhip follows imme. mal 
diately upon the erection. How eaſily is the unſtable 
vulgar carried into whatſoever religion of author. 
ty! The weather-cock will look which way ſoerer 
the wind blows: it is no marvel if his ſubjects be bru- 
tiſh, who hath made a calf his god. 74 
Every acceſſary to fin is filthy, but the firſt author 
of fin are abominable. How is Jeroboam branded n 
every of theſe facred leaves! how do all ages ring oi 
| | . his fact, with the accent of diſhonour and indignation! 
|  - _{Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, that made Iſrael to ji, 
- It was a ſhame for Jael that it could be made to 
fin by a Jeroboam but, O curſed name of Fereboan, 
that would draw Iſrael to ſin. The' followers and 
abettors of evil are worthy of torment, but no hell 
is too deep for the leaders of public wickedneſs, 
| Religion is clothed with many requiſite circum- 
ſtances. As a new king would have a new god, f 
1 that new god mult have new temples, altars, ſervices 
prieſts, | ſolemnities : all . theſe hath Jeroboam inlt 
| tuted; all theſe hath he caſt in the ſame mould with 


his golden calyes, . Falſe devotion doth not mor: 
crols 
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croſs than imitate the true. Satan is no leſs a coun- 
terfeit than an enemy of God; he knows it is more 
eafy to adulterate religion, than to aboliſh it. 

That which God ordained, for the avoidance of ido- 
latry, is made the occaſion of it; a limitation of his 
holy ſervices to Feruſalem, How miſchievouſly do 
wicked men pervert the wholeſome inſtitutions of God 
to their ſin, to their bane ? 

Jeroboam could not be ignorant, how fearfully this 
yery act was revenged upon [/rael in the wilderneſs ; 
yet he dares renew it in Dan and Bethel. No ex- 
ample of judgment ean affright wilful offenders. 

It is not the metal that makes their gods, but the 
worſhip, the ſacrifices. What ſacrifices could there be 
without prieſts? No religion could ever want facred 
maſters of divine ceremonies : God's clergy was fe- 
let and honourable, branches of the holy ſtem of 
Aaron ; Jeroboam rakes up his prieſts out of the chan- 
nel of the multitude ; all tribes, all perſons were good 
enough for his ſpurious devotion. Leaden prieſts 
are well fitted to golden deities. Religion receives 
either much honour or blemiſh, by the quality of 
thoſe that ſerve at her altars. We are not worthy to 
profels ourſelves ſervants” of the true God, if we do 
not hold his ſervice worthy of the beſt. 

Jerobeam's calves muſt have facrifices, mult have 
ſolemn feſtivities, though in a day and month of his 
own deviſing. In vain ſhall we pretend to worthip a 
od, if we grudge him the juſt days and rites of his 


vorſhip. 


It is ſtrange, that he, who thought the dregs of the 
mlgar good enough for that prieſthood, would grace 
loſe gods by acting their prieſt himſelf; and yet be- 
hold where the new king of [/rael ſtands betore his 
dew altar, with a ſcepter in one band, and a cenſer 
1 the other, ready to ſacrifice to his new gods, 
ven the man of God comes from Judab with a met- 
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ſage of judgment! O deſperate condition of ac 
that was fo far gone with impiety, that it yielded not 
one faithful monitor to Jeroboam The time wa 
that the erecting of but a new altar, for memory, for 
monument, on the other ſide of Jordan, bred a chal. 
Jenge to the tribes of Reuben, Gad and ' Manaſes, 
and had coſt much 1/rae/:ti/þ blood, if the quarrelled 
tribes had not given a ſeaſonable and pious fatisfadi. 
on : and now, lo, how the ſtronger ſtomach of- de. 
generated //rae] can digeſt new altars, new temple, 
new gods! What a difference there is berwixt 4 
church and kingdom newly breathing from affliction, 
and ſettled upon the lees of a miſuſed peace ? 

But, O the patience and mercy of our long-ſuffering 
God, that will not ſtrike a very Jeroboam unwarned! 
Judgment hovers over the heads of ſinners, ere it 
light. If ae afford not a bold reprover of Jer 
boam, Judah ſhall, When the king of /rael is in al 
the height both of his ſtate and ſuperſtition, honour 
ing. his ſolemn day with his richeſt devotion, ſteps 
forth a prophet of God, and interrupts that glorious 
ſervice with a loud inclamation of judgment. Doubt: 
leſs the man wanted not wit to know what diſpleaſure, 
what danger muſt needs follow ſo unwelcome a mel: 
ſage; yet dares he, upon the commiſſion of God, do 
this affront to an idolatrous king, in the midſt of al 
his awful magnificence. The prophets of God go 
upon many a thankleſs errand. He is no meflenger 
for God, that either knows or fears the faces of mel, 

It was the altar, not the perſon of Jeroboam, wick 
the prophet thus threatens; yet not the ſtones art 
ſtricken, but the founder, in both their apprehet- 
ſions. So dear are the devices of our own brain t 
us, as if they were incorporated into ourſelves, Theft 
is no oppoſition whereof we are ſo ſenſible as that d 
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That the royal altar ſhould be thus polluted by 
dead mens bones, and the blood of the prieſts, was not 
more unpleaſing, than that all this ſhould be done 
by a child of the houſe of David, for Feroboam well 
ſaw, that the throne and the altar muſt ſtand or fall 
together; that a ſon of David could not have ſuch 
power over the altar, without an utter ſubverſion of 
the government, of the ſucceſhon ; therefore is he 
thus galled with this comminatory prediction. The 
rebellious peoplł who had ſaid, What portion have 
we in David, hear now, that David will perforce 
have a portion in them; and might well fee, what 
beaſts they had made themſelves in worſhiping the 
image of a beaſt, and ſacrificing to ſuch a god, as 
could not preſerve his own altar from violation and 
ruin, 

All this while I do not fee this zealous prophet lay- 
ing his hand to the demolition of this idolatrous altar, 
or threatening a knife to the author of this deprava- 
tion of religion; only his tongue ſmites both, not with 
foul, but ſharp words, of menace, not of reproach. 
It was for Jo/ras a king to ſhed the blood of thoſe ſa- 
criſicers, to deface thoſe altars : prophets are for the 
tongue, princes for the hand ; prophets muſt only 
denounce judgment, princes execute. 

Future things are preſent to the Eternal. It was 
ſome two hundred and ſixty years, ere this prophecy 
ſhould be fulfilled ; yet the man of God ſpeaks of it 
as now in acting. What are ſome centuries of years 
to the Ancient of days? How flow, and yet how 
ſure is the pace of God's revenge? It is not in the 
power of time to fruſtrate God's determinations ; 
there is no leſs juſtice, nor ſeverity in a delayed pu- 
niſhment. 

What a perfect record there is of all names in the 
roll of heaven, before they be, after they are palt ! 
Whatever ſeeming contingency there is in their impo- 

Vol. II. x ſition, 
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ſition, yet they fall under the certainty of a decree, 
and are better known in heaven ere they be, than on 
carth while they are, He, that knows what names 
we ſhall have, before we or the world have a being, 
doth not oft reveal this piece of his knowledge to his 
creature ; here he doth, naming the man that ſhould 
be two hundred years after; for more aſſurance of the 
event, that //rael may ſay, this man ſpeaks from a 
God who knows what ſhall be. There cannot be a 
more ſure evidence of a true godhead, than the fore. 
knowledge of thoſe things, whoſe cauſes have yet no 
hope of being; but becaufe the poof of this prediction 
was no more certain than remote, a preſent demon- 
ſtration ſhall convince the future; The altar hall 
rend in pieces, the aſhes ſhall be ſcattered. How 2. 
mazedly muſt the ſeduced Mraelites needs look upon 
this miracle! and why do they not think with them- 
ſelves, White theſe — rend, why are our hearts 
whole? Of what an overruling power is the God 
whom we have forſaken, that can thus tear the altars 
of his corrivals! How ſhall we ſtand before his ven- 
geance, when the very ſtones break at the word -0f 
his prophet ! Perhaps ſome beholders were thus al. 
fected; but eroboam, whom it moſt concerned, in- 
ſtead of bowing his knees for humiliation, ſtretched 
forth his hand for revenge, and cries, Lay hold on 
him, Reſolute wickednefs is impatient of 2 reproof, 
and, inſtead of yielding to the voice of God, rebelleth, 
Juſt and diſcreet reprehenſion doth not more reform 
ſinners than exaſperate others. ' 
How eaſy is it for God to cool the courage of proud 
Jeroboam? the hand, which his rage ſtretches out, dries 
up, and cannot be pulled back again; and now ſtands 
the king of Iſrael, like ſome antic ſtatue, in a poſture 
of impotent endeavour, fo difabled to the hurt of the 
prophet, that he cannot command that piece of him 
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the powerful hand of the Almighty! Tyrants cannot 
be ſo harmful, as they are malicious. 

The ſtrongeſt heart may be brought down with 
affliction : now the ſtout ſtomach of Jeroboarn is fallen 
to an humble deprecation ;, Intreat now the face of 
the Lord thy Ged, and pray for me, that my hand 
may be reſtored me again. It muſt needs be a great 
ſtrait that could drive a proud heart to beg mercy, 
where he bent his perſecution ; fo doth Jeroboam, 
holding it no ſcorn to be beholden to an enemy. In 
extremities, the worſt men can be content to ſue for 
favour, where they have ſpent their malice. 

It well becomes the prophets of God to be merci- 
ful, I do not ſee this ſeer to ſtand upon terms of ex- 
probration, and overly conteſtations with Jeroboam, 
to ſay, Thine intentions to me were cruel; had thine 
hand prevailed, I ſhould have ſued to thee in vain : 
continue ever a ſpectacle of the fearful juſtice of thy 
Maker, whom thou haſt provoked by thine idolatry, 
whom thou wouldeſt have ſmitten in my perſecution ; 
but he meekly ſues for Jeroboam's releaſe, and, that 
God might abundantly magnify both his power and 
mercy, is heard and anſwered with ſucceſs. We do 
no whit ſavour of heaven, it we have not learned to 
do good for evil. 

When both wind and ſun, the blaſts of judgment 
and the beams of favour, met together to work upon 
feroboam, who would not look that he ſhould have 
caſt off his cumbrous and miſbeſeeming cloak of his 
idolatry, and have ſaid, Lord, thou haſt ſtricken me 
in juſtice, thou haſt healed me in mercy ; I will pro- 
voke thee no more. This hand, which thou halt re- 
ſtored, ſhall be conſecrated to thee, in pulling down 
theſe bold abominations; yet now, behold he goes on 
in his old courſes, and, as if God had neither done 
him good nor evil, lives and dies idolatrous. No 
[tone is more hard or inſenſate than a ſinful heart: the 
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changes of judgment and mercy do but obdure it, 
inſtead of melting. 


ConTEM, 111. The ſeduced prophet. 


ExoBoaM's hand is amended, his ſoul is not; 
that continues ſtill dry and inflexible: yet, while 
he is unthankful to the author of his recovery, he is 
thankful to the inſtrument; he kindly invites the 
prophet whom he had threatened, and will remune- 
rate him whom he endeavoured to puniſh. The 
worſt men may be ſenſible of bodily favours. Civil 
reſpects may well ſtand with graceleſneſs. Many a 
one would be liberal of their purſes, if they might be 
allowed to be niggardly of their obedience. 

As God, ſo his prophet, cares not for theſe waſte 
courteſies, where he ſees main duties neglected. More 
piety would have done well with lefs compliment, 
The man of God returns a blunt and peremptory de- 
nial to ſo bounteous an offer; If thou wilt give me 
half thine houſe, I will not go in with thee, neither 
will I eat bread or drink water in this place. Kind- 
neſs is more ſafely done to an idolater, than taken 
from him ; that which is done ta him obligeth him, 
that which is taken from him obligeth us: this obli- 
gation to us may be occaſion of his good, our obli- 

_ gation to him may occaſion our hurt; the ſureſt way 
is to keep aloof from the infectiouſly wicked. 

The prophet is not uncivil, to reject the favour of a 
prince without ſome reaſon: he yields no reaſon of his 
refuſal but the command of his God. God hath char- 
ged him, Eat no bread, nor drink no water, nor turn 
again by the ſame way that thou cameſt. It is not 
for a prophet to plead human or carnal grounds for 
the actions of his function: he may not move but upon 
a divine warrant. Would this ſeer have looked with 
the eyes of fleſh and blood, he might have found 

many 
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many arguments for his yielding: He is a king that 
invites me; his reward, by enriching me, may bene- 
fit many; and who knows how much my further con- 
verſation may prevail to reform him? how can he be 
but well prepared for good counſel by a miraculous 
cure? how gainfully ſhould my receipt of a temporal 
courteſy be exchanged with a ſpiritual to him? all 
Iſrael will follow him either in idolatry, or reforma- 
tion; which way can be deviſed of doing ſo great ſer- 
vice to God and the church, as by reclaiming him ? 
what can yield fo great likelihood of his reclamation, 


as the opportunity of my further entireneſs with him? 


But the prophet dares not argue caſes, where he had 
a command; whatever become of Feroboam and I/- | 
rael, God muſt be obeyed; neither profit, nor hopes, 
may carry us croſs to the word of our Maker. How 
ſafe had this ſeer been, if he had kept him ever upon 
this ſure guard, which he no ſooner leaves than he 
miſcarries ! | | 

So deeply doth God deteſt idolatry, that he for- 
bids his prophet to eat the bread, to- drink the water 
of a people infected with this fin ; yea, to tread in 
thoſe very ſteps which their feet have touched. If 
this iahibition were perſonal, yet the grounds of it 
are common. No peſtilence ſhould be more ſhunned 
than the converſation of the mifreligious, or openly 
ſcandalous. It is no thank to us, if their familiarity 
do not infect us with their wickedneſs. 

[ know not what to think of an old prophet that 
dwells in Bethel, within the air of Jeroboam's idol, 
within the noiſe of his ſacrifices ; that lives where the 
man of God dares not eat; that permitted his ſons 
to be preſent at that idolatrous ſervice. If he were 
2 prophet of God, what did he now in Bethel? why 
did he wink at the fin of Feroboam ? what needed a 
leer to come out of Fudah, for the reproof of that 
bn, which was ated under his noſe ? why did he lie? 

why 


paſt; and is anſwered with the ſame words, where 
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why did his. family partake with idolaters ? if he were 
not a Prophet of God, how had he true viſions, how 
had he true meſſages from God ? why did he ſecond 


the menacing word of that prophet, whom he ſedu- 


ced? why did he defire that his own bones might be 
honoured with his ſepulchre? Doubtleſs he was 2 
prophet of God, but corrupt, reſty, vicious. Pro- 
phecy doth not always preſuppoſe ſanctification; ma- 
ny a one hath had viſions from God, who fhall never 
enjoy the viſion of God. As very Balaam, in his 
extaſies, hath ſo clear revelation of the Meſſiah to 
come, as ſcarce ever any of the holieſt prophets ; yea, 
his very aſs hath both her mouth miraculouſly open- 
ed, and her eyes, to ſee and notify that angel, which 
was hid from her maſter : yea, Satan himſelf ſome- 


times receives notice from God of his future actions; 


which elſe that evil ſpirit could neither foretel, nor fore- 
fee. Theſe kinds of graces are both rare and com- 
mon; rare, in that they are ſeldom given to any; 
common, in that they are indifferently given to the 
evil, and to the good. A little holineſs is worth much 
illumination. 

Whether out of envy, to hear that ſaid by the 
ſeer of Judah, which he either knew not or {mother- 
ed; to hear that done by another, Which he could 
not have effected, and could not chuſe but admire; or 
whether out of deſire to make trial of the fidelity of 


ſo powerful a meſſenger, the old prophet haſtens to 


overtake, to recal that man of God, who had ſo de- 
fied his Bethel, whom he finds fitting faint and weary 
under an oak in the way, taking the benefit of that 
ſhade which he hated to receive from thoſe contagi- 
ous groves that he had left behind him : his habit 
eaſily bewrayed him, to a man of his own trade; nei- 
ther doth his tongue ſpare to profeſs himſelf. The 
old prophet of Bethel invites him to return to a re- 


with 
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with Jeroboam's offer was repelled : the man of God 


varies not a ſyllable from his meſſage. It concerns us 
to take good heed of our charge, when we go on 
God's errand. A denial doth but invite the impor- 
nate; What he cannot do by entreaty the old man 
tries to do by perſuaſion, I am a prophet alſo as thou 
art, and an angel ſpake to me by the word of the Lord, 


ſaying, Bring him back with thee into thine houſe, 


that he may eat bread and drink water. There is 
no temptation ſo dangerous, as that which comes 
ſhrouded under a vail of holineſs, and pretends au- 
thority from God himſelf. Feroboam threatens, the 
prophet ſtands undaunted; Feroboam fawns and pro- 
miſes, the prophet holds conſtant: now comes a grey- 
headed ſeer, and pleads a counter-meſlage from God; 
the prophet yields and tranſgreſſes. Satan may af- 
fright us as a fiend, but he ſeduces us as an angel of 
light, 
"Who would have looked for a liar under hoa 

hairs, and an holy - mantle? who would not have 
truſted that gravity, when there was no colour of any 
gain in the untruth? Nothing is ſo apt to deceive, as 
the faireſt ſemblances, as the ſweeteſt words. We 
cannot err, if we believe not the ſpeech for the per- 
ſon, but the perſon for the ſpeech. Well might this 


| man of God think, an aged man, a prophet, an old 


frophet, will not, ſur:, bely God unto a prophet ; 
no man will forge a lie, but for an advantage, What 
can this man gain by this match, but the entertain- 
ment of an unprofitable gueſt. Perhaps though God 
would not allow me to feaſt with Jeroboam, yet, pity- 
ing my faintneſs, he may allow me to eat with a pro- 
phet. Perhaps now that I have approved my fideli- 


ij in refuſing the bread of Bethel, God thinks good 


to ſend me a gracious releaſe of that ſtri& charge. 
Why ſhould I think, that God's revelations are not as 
free to others, as to me? and if this prophet hath re- 

ceived 
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ceived a conntermand from an angel of God, hoy 
ſhall I not diſobey God, if I do not follow him? 

Upon this ground he returns with this deceijful 
hoſt ; and, when the meat was now in his month, 
receives the true meſſage of death, from the ſame 
lips that brought him the falſe meſſage of his inyita- 
tion; thus ſaith the Lord, For as much as thou haſt 
diſobeyed the mouth of the Lord, and haſt not kept the 
commandment of the Lord thy God, but cameſt bac 
and haſt eaten bread, and drunk water in the plate 
forbidden thee, thy carcaſe ſhall not come to the ſepul. 
chre of thy fathers. O woful prophet! when he 
looks on his hoſt, he ſees his executioner; while he 
is feeding of his body, he hears of his carcaſe: a 
the table he hears of his denied ſepulchre; and all 
this, for eating and drinking where he was forbidden 
by God, though bidden as from God. The violat- 
on of the leaſt charge of a God is mortal. No pre- 
tences-can warrant the tranſgreſhon'of a divine com- 
mand: a word from God is pleaded on both ſides; 
the one was received immediately from God, the o- 
ther related mediately by man : one the prophet was 
{are of, the other was queſtionable. A ſure word of 
God may not be left for an uncertain : an exprel 
charge of the Almighty admitteth not of any check: 
his will is but one, as himſelf is; and therefore it i 
out of the danger of contradiction. 

Methinks I ſee the man of God change countenance 
at this ſharp ſauce of his pleaſing morſels; his face be- 
-fore-hand is dyed with the paleneſs of death. Me- 
thinks I hear him urging many unkind expoſtulations 
with his injurious hoſt, who yet diſmiſſes him better 
provided for the eaſe of his journey than he found 
him. Perhaps this officiouſneſs was out of deſire to 
make ſome amends for this late ſeducement. It 1s 4 


poor recompenſe when he hath betrayed his life, and 
LO | wronged 
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wronged the ſoul, to caſt ſome courteſies upon the 


This old Bethelite,-that had taken pains to come 
and fetch the man of God into ſin, will not now go 
back with him ro accompany his departure. Doubt- 
leſs he was afraid to be inwrapped in the judgment 
which he ſaw hanged over that obnoxious head. Thus 
the miſchievous guides of wickedneſs leave a man, 
when they have led him to his bane as familiar de- 
vis ſorſake their witches, when they have brought 
them once into fetters. 

The man of God returns alone, careful, no doubt, 
and penſive for his offence, when a lion out of the 
wood meets, affaults, and kills him. O the juſt and 
ſevere judgments of the Almighty, who hath brought 
this fierce beaſt out of his wild ranges into the high- 
way, to be the executioner of his offending ſervant ! 
Doubtleſs thi; prophet was a man of great holineſs, 
of ſingular fidelity, elſe he durſt not have been God's 
herald to carry a meſſage of defiance to Feroboam, 
king of 1/rael, in the midſt of all his royal magniti- 
cence ; yet now, for varying from but a circumſtance 
of God's command, though upon the ſuggeſtion of a 
divine warrant, is given for a prey to the lion. Our 
intereſt in God is fo far from excuſing our fin, that it 
agoravates it: of all others the ſin of a prophet ſaall 
not paſs unrevenged. 

The very wild beaſts are led by a providence; 
their wiſe and powerful Creator knows how to ſerve 
himſelf of them. The lions guard one prophet, kill an- 
other, according to the commiſſion received from their 
Maker. What ſinner can hope to eſcape unpuniſhed, 
when every creature of God is ready to be an aven- 
ger of evil? The beaſts of the field were made to ſerve 
us, we to ſerve our Creator. When we forſake our 
homage to him that made us, it is no marvel if the 
beaſts forget their duty to us, and deal with us not as 

VoL. II. X maſters, 
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maſters, but as rebels. When an holy man buys ſo 
dearly ſuch a flight frailty, of a credulous miſtaking, 
what ſhall become of our heinous and preſumptuous 
ſins ! 

I cannot think but this prophet died in the favour 
of God ; though, by the teeth of the lion, his life was 

| forfeited for example, his ſoul was ſafe; yea, his very 

carcaſe was left, though torn, yet fair, after thoſe 
deadly graſps; as if God had faid, I will only take 
thy breath from thee, as the penalty of tliy diſobe- 
dience : a lion ſhall do that which an apoplexy, or 
fever might do. I owe thee no further revenge than 
may be ſatisfied with thy blood. 

Violent events do not always argue the anger of 
God; even death itſelf is to his ſervants a fatherly ca- 
ſtigation. | 
But, O the unſearchable ways of the Almighty! 
the man of God fins, and dies ſpeedily ; the lying 
prophet that ſeduced him ſurvives; yea, wicked Jeri 
boam enjoys his idolatry, and treads upon the graye 
of his reprover. There is neither favour in the de- 
lay of ſtripes, nor diſpleaſure in the haſte ; rather 
whom God loves he chaſtiſes, as ſharply, ſo ſpeedily, 
while the reſt proſpers to condemnation : even the 

rod of a loving father may draw blood. How much 
happier is it for us, that we die now to live for ever, 
than that we live a while to die ever ! 

Had this lion ſet upon the prophet for hunger, why 
did he not devour as well as kill him? why did he 
not rather kill the beaſt than the man, ſince we know 
the nature of the lion ſuch, that he is not wont to 
aſſail man, ſave in the extreme want of other prey! 
Certainly the ſame power that employed thoſe fangs 
reſtrained them, that the world might ſee, it was not 
appetite that provoked the beaſt to this violence, but 
the over-ruling command of God. Eyen ſo, O Lord, 
thy powerful hand is over that roaring lion, that — 

about 
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about continually ſeeking whom he may devour ! 
thine hand with-holds him, that though he may thed 
the blood of thine ele, yet he cannot hurt their 
ſouls; and while he doth thoſe things which thou 

ermitteſt, and ordereſt to thy juſt ends, yet he can- 
not do lefler things which he deſireth, and thou pex- 
mitteſt not. 

The fierce beaſt ſtands by the carcaſe, as to avow 
his own act, and to tell who ſent him, ſo to preſerve 
that body which he had flain., O wonderful work 
of God! the executioner is turned guardian; and, as 
the officer of the Higheſt, commands all other crea- 
tures to ſtand aloot from his charge, and commands 
the fearful aſs, that brought this burden thither, not 
to tir thence but to ſtand rely preſt, to carry it to the 
ſepulchre : and vow, when he hath ſufficiently wit- 
neſſed to all paſſengers, that this act was not done u- 
pon his own hunger, but upon the quarrel of his Ma- 
ker, he delivers up his charge to that old prophet, 
who was no leſs guilty of this blood than himſelf. 

This old ſeducer had ſo much truth, as both to give 
a right commentary upon God's intention in this act, 
for the terror of the diſobedient, and to give his voice 
to the certainty of that future judgment which his 
late gueſt had threatened to //-ae/ : ſometimes it plea- 
ſeth the wiſdom̃ of God to expreſs and juſtify himſelf, 
even by the tongues of faulty inſtruments. Withal, 
he hath ſo much faith and courage, as to fetch that 
carcaſe from the lion; ſo much pity and compaſhon, 
as to weep for the man of God, to inter him in his 
own ſepulchre; ſo much love, as to wiſh himſelf joined 
in death to that body which he had haſtened unto 
death. It is hard to find a man abſolutely wicked: 
lome grace will bewray itſelf in the moſt forſaken 
breaſts, - 

It is a cruel courteſy to kill a man, and then to help 
him to his grave; to betray a man with our breath, 
X 2 and 
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and then to bedew him with our tears: The prophet 


| had needed no ſuch friend, if he had not met with 
' ſuch an enemy: The mercies of the wicked are cruel, 


Cox TEM. Iv. JEROBOAM*'S wife, 


TT is no meaſuring of God's favour by the line of 
outward welfare: Jeroboam, the idolatrous ufury- 

er of Iſcael, proſpers better than the true heirs of Da- 

vid ; he lives to fee three ſucceinons in the throne of 

Judah; thus the ivy lives, when the oak is dead. Yet 

could not that miſ-gotten crown of his keep his head 

always from aching ; he hath his croſſes too. God | 

whips fometimes more than his own; his enemies | 

ſmart from him, as well as his children; his children oY” 


in love, his enemies in judgment. Not ſimply the rod | 
argues love, but the temper of the hand that wields | 
it, and the back that feels it. Firſt Jeroboan's hand 


was ſtricken, now his fon ; Abijah the eldeſt, the bel! 


ſon of Jeroboam, is ſmitten with ſickneſs. As chi 
dren are but the pieces of their parents in another 
{kin, ſo parents are no lets ſtricken in their children, 
than in their natural limbs; Jercbcam doth not more 
feel his arm, than his fon : not wicked men only, but 
beaſts may have natural affections. It is no thank to 
any creature to love his own. 

Nature wrought in Jercboam,: not grace; he is e- 
nough troubled with his ſon's diſeaſe, no whit bet 
tered; I would have heard him ſay, God follows me 
with his afllidtions, it is for mine impiety; what other 
meaſure can I expect from his juſtice! while mine 
idols ſtand, how can I look that my houſe ſhould pre- 
ſper! I will turn from my wickedneſs, O God, turn 
thou from thy wrath. Theſe thoughts were too good 
ior that obdurate heart: his fon is ſick, he is ſorrov- 
ful; but, as an amazed man ſecks to go forth at the 

Si Wrong 


BOOK XVII. Cox TEM. iv. 165 


wrong door, his diſtraftion ſends him to a falſe help: 
he thinks not of God, he thinks of his prophet; he 
thinks of the prophet that had foretold him he ſhould 
be a king, he thinks not of the God of that propher 
who made him a king. Ir is the property of a car- 
nal heart ro confine both his obligations and his hopes 
to the means, neglecting the author of good. Vain 
is the reſpect that is given to the ſervant, where the 
maſter is contemned. 

Extremity draws Feroboam's thoughts to the pro- 
phet, whom elſe he had not cared to remember. 
The king of 1/rael had divines enow of his own, elfe 
he muſt needs have thought them miſerable gods that 
were not worth a prophet: and, beſides, there was an 
old propher, if he yer ſurvived, dwelling within the 
ſmoke of his palace, whoſe viſions had been too well 
approyed : why ſhould Feroboam ſend ſo far to an A- 
bijah /! 

0 ertainly his heart deſpiſed thoſe baſe prieſts of his 
high places, neither could he truſt either to the gods, 
or the clergy of his own making: his conſcience reſts 


upon the fidelity of that man whoſe doctrine he had 


forſaken. How did this idolater ſtrive againſt his own 
heart, whilſt he inwardly deſpiſed thoſe whom he pro- 


feſſed to honour; and inwardly honoured them whom 


he profeſſed to deſpiſe! Wicked breaſts are falſe ro 
themſelves ; neither truſting to their own choice, nor 
making choice of that which they may dare to truſt. 
acy will ſet a good face upon their ſecretly. unplea- 
ſing fins, and had rather be ſelt- condemned than wiſe 
and penitent. As for that old ſeer, it is like Jero- 
boam knew his ſkill, but doubted of his ſincerity ; 
that man was too much his neighbour to be good, A- 
bijab's truth had been tried in a caſe of bis OWN. 
He, whoſe word was found juſt in the prediction of 
his kingdom, was well worthy of credit in the news 
of his ſon. Experience is a great encouragement of 
our 
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our truſt, It is a good matter to be faithful; this 
loadſtone of our fidelity ſhall draw to us even heart 
of iron, and hold them to our reliance ; as, contrarily, 
deceit doth both argue and make a bankrupt. Who 
can truſt where he is diſappointed ! O God, ſo oft, ſo 
ever have we found thee true in all thy promiſes, in 
all thy performances, that, if we do not ſeek thee, if 


Ve do not truſt thee in the ſequel, we are worthy of 


our loſs, worthy of thy deſertions. 

Yet I do not ſee that Feroboam ſends to the pro- 
phet for his aid, but for intelligence. Curioſity is 
guilty of this meſſage, and not devotion ; he calls not 
for the prayers, nor for the benediction of that holy 
man, but for meer information of the event. He well 
ſaw what the prayers of a prophet could do: that 


which cured his hand, might it not have cured his ſon? 


yet he that faid to a man of God, Intreat the face of 
the Lord thy God, that he may reſtore my hand, fays 
not now, in his meſſage to Abijab, Intreat thy God 
to reſtore my ſon. Sin makes ſuch a ſtrangeneſs be- 
twixt God and man, that the guilty heart either thinks 
not of ſuing to God, or fears it. What a poor con- 
tentment it was to foreknow that evil which he could 
not avoid, and whoſe notice could but haſten his mi- 
ſery? Yet thus fond is our reſtleſs curioſity, that it 
ſeeks eaſe in the drawing on of torment.: he is wor- 
thy of ſorrow that will not ſtay till it comes to him, 
but goes to fetch it. . 
Whom doth Jeroboam ſend on this meſſage but his 
wife, and how, but diſguiſed? why her, and why 
thus? Neither durſt he truſt his errand with another, 
nor with her in her own form: it was a ſecret that 
Jeroboam ſends to a prophet of God; none might 
know it but his own boſom, and ſhe that lay in it; it 
this had been noiſed in //rael, the example had been 
dangerous: who would not have ſaid, the king is glad 


to leave his counterfeit deities, and ſeek to the my 
why 
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why ſhould we adhere to them whom he forſakes? 
As the meſſage muſt not be known to the people, ſo 
he that bears it muſt not be known to the prophet ; 
her name, her habit muſt be changed; ſhe muſt pur 
off her robes, and put on a ruſſet coat; ſhe muſt put 
off the queen, and put on the peaſant; inſtead of a 
ſceptre, ſhe mult rake up a baſket, and go a maſked 
| pilgrimage to Shih O the fondneſs of vain men, 
that think to juggle with the Almighty, and to hide 
their counſels from that all-ſeeing eye! If this change 
$ of habit were neceſſary at Bethel, yet what needs it 
t at $hiloþ? though ſhe ſhould hide her face from her 
J ſubjects, yet why ſhould ſhe not pull off her muffler, 
| and ſhew herſelf to the prophet ? Certainly, what po- 
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t licy began, guiltineſs mult continue. Well might ſhe 
? think, there can be no good anſwer expected of the 
f wife of Feroboam ; my preſence will do no leſs than 
'$ ſolicit a reproof. No prophet can ſpeak well to the 
d conſort of a founder of idolatry; I may perhaps hear 
e good as another, though, as for myſelf, I can look 


ks for nothing bur tidings of evil. Wicked hearts know 
n they deſerve ill at God's hands, and therefore they 
Id do all they can to avoid the eyes of his diſpleaſed ju- 


Us ſlice, and if they cannot do it by colours of diſſimula- 
It ton, they will do it by imploration of ſhelter ; they 
r- ſtall ſay to the rocks, Tall on us, and cover Us. 

m, But, O the groſs folly mixt with the craft of wic- 


kedneſs! could Feroboam think that the prophet could 
his know the event of his ſon's diſeaſe, and did he think 
hy Wl be could not know the diſguiſe of his wife! the one 
er, Vas preſent, the other future; this was but wrapt in 
hat a clout, that event was wrapt in the counſel of God ; 
zt WW yet this politic head prefumes that the greater ſhall 
| be revealed, where the leſſer ſhall be hid. There 
Was never wicked man that was ſo infatuate; and in 
nothing more than in thoſe things wherein he hoped 
molt to tranſcend the reach of others. 


Abijah, 
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Abijah, ſhunning the iniquity of the times, was re. 
tired to à folitary corner of Shiloh; no place could 
be too private for an honeſt prophet, in ſo extreme 
depravedneſs; yet even there doth the king of Ie 
take notice of his recluſion, and ſends his wife to that 
poor cell laden with preſents, preſents that diſſembled 
their bearer; had ſhe offered jewels, or gold, her 
greatneſs had been ſuſpected; now ſhe brings loaye | 
and cracknels, and honey; her hand anſwers her back; | 
ſhe gives as ſhe ſeems, not as ſhe is. Something ſhe | 
muſt give, even when ſhe acts the pooreſt client. | 

The prophets of God were not wont to have empty | 
viſitations: they who hated bribes, yer refuſed not to- 
kens of gratitude. Yea, the God of heaven, who nei- 
ther needs our goods, nor is capable of our gratifica- 
tions, yet would have no man to come to him gittleſs, 
Wo to thoſe ſacrilegious hands, that, inſtead of bring- 
ing to the prophets, carry from them. 

Jeroboam was a bad man, yet, as he had a to- 
wardly ſon, ſo he had an obedient wife, elfe ſhe had 
not wanted excuſes to turn off both the journey and 
the diſguiſe; againſt the diſguiſe, ſhe had pleaded the 
unbeſeemingneſs of her perſon and ſtate ; againſt the 
journey, the perils of ſo long and ſolitary a walk. 
Perhaps a lion might be in the way, the lion that tore 
the prophet in pieces; perhaps robbers ; or, if not 
they, perhaps her chaſtity might be in danger: an 
unguarded ſolitarineſs in the weaker ſex might be a 
provocation to ſome forced uncleanneſs. She calls 
oft al! theſe ſhifting projections of fear; according to 
the will of her huſband, ſhe changes her raiment, ſhe 
ſets upon the journey, and overcomes it. What need- 
ed this diſguiſe to an old prophet, whoſe dim eyes 
were ſet with age? all clothes, all faces were alike 
to a blind ſeer. The viſions of Abijah were inward, 
neither was his bodily fight more duſky, than the 


eyes of his mind were clear and piercing. It was . 
the 
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the common light of men whereby he ſaw, but divine 
illumination 3 things abſent, things future were no 
eſs obvious to thoſe ſpiritual beams, than preſent 
things are to us. Ere the quick eyes of that great' 
lady can diſcern him, he hath eſpied her; and, fo ſoon 
as he hears the ſound of her feet, ſhe hears from him 
the ſound of her name, Come in, thou wife of je- 
roboam. How God laughs in heaven at the frivo- 
lous fetches of crafty politicians, and, when they 
think themſelves moſt ſure, ſhames-them with a de- 
tection, with a defeat! What an idleneſs it is for 
fooliſh hypocrites, to hope they can dance in a net, 
unſeen of heaven ! . 

Never before was this queen troubled to hear of 
herſelf, now ſhe is; her very name ſtruck her with 
altoniſhment, and prepares her for rhe aſſured horror 
of following judgments, I am ſent to thee with hea- 
vy tidings ; go tell Jeroboam, Thus ſaith the Lord 
Cd of Uracl. Could this lady leſs wonder at the 
mercy of this ſtyle of God, than tremble at the ſe- 
quel of his juſtice? Lo, Mrael hath forſaken God, yet 
God ſtill owns Hrael. Iſrael hath gone a whoring, 
yet God hath not divorced her. O the infinite good- 
neſs of our long ſuffering God, whom our fouleſt ſins 
cannot rob of his compaſſions ! a 

By how much dearer //-oe/ was to God, ſo much 
more odious is Feroboam that hath marred - //raet. 
Terrible is that vengeance which God thunders againſt 
him by his prophet, whoſe paſſionate meſſage upbraids 
him with his promotions, chargeth him with his fins, 
and laſtly denounceth his judgments. No mouth was 
fitter to caſt this royalty in the teeth of Jeroboam, 
than that by which it was firſt forctold, fore-prami- 
ſed : every circumitance of the advancement aggra- 
vates the fim, I exalted thee; thou couldeſt not 
rile to honour alone. I exalted thee from among 
the people, not from the peers; thy rank was but 

Vo. II. 4 | common 


not enough for thee, no ſeat would ſerve thee but 
but my royal inheritance : neither did I raiſe thee 


into a vacant throne ; a forlorn and forſaken prin- 


hands did I wreſt the ſceptre, to give it into thine, 


houſe of Jeroboam, as a man taketh away dung, 
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common before this riſe : I exalted thee from among 
the people to be a prince: ſubordinate height was 


a throne ; Tea, to be a prince of my people Iſrael, 
No nation was for thee but my choſen one, none 


cipality might be thankleſs ; but I rent the kingdin 
away from another for thy ſake, yea, from what 
other but the grandchild of David? out of his 
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O what high favours doth God ſometimes caſt away 
upon unworthy ſubjects! How do his abuſed boun- 0 
ties double both their ſin and judgment! 

The ſins of this prince were no leſs eminent than 
his obligations, therefore his judgments ſhall be no 
leſs eminent than his fins. How bitterly doth God 
expreſs that, which ſhalt be more bitter in the execu- 
tion; Behold, I will bring evil upon the houſe of fe- 
roboam, and ill cut of from Jeroboam him that 
piſſeth againſt the wall, and him that is ſhut up and 
left in Iſrael, and will take away the remnant of the 


till it be all gone. Him that dieth of Jeroboam in 
the city ſhall the dogs eat, and him that dieth in 
the field ſball the fowls of the air eat. O het 
vy load that this diſguiſed princeſs muſt carry to her 
huſband! But becauſe theſe evils, though grievous, 
yet might be remote, therefore, for a preſent han- 
ſel of © vengeance, ſhe is diſmiſſed with the fad ti 
dings of the death of her ſon; When thy feet enter 
into the city, the child ſhall die. It is heavy news 
for a mother, that ſhe muſt loſe her ſon, but work 
yet, that ſhe may not ſee him. In theſe caſes of our 
final departures, our preſence. gives ſome mitigation 
to our grief. Might the but have cloſcd the eyes, 


and have receiyed the laſt breath of her dying 1 
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the loſs had been more tolerable; I know not how 


our perſonal farewel eaſes our heart, even while it 


increaſes our paſhon ; but now ſhe ſhall no more ſee, 
nor be ſeen of her Abijah. She ſhall no ſooner be in 
the city, than he ſhall be out of the world. Yet 
more, to perfect her ſorrow, the hears, that in him 
alone there is found ſome good, the reſt of her ifſhe 
ze graceleſs ; the muſt loſe the good, and hold the 
graceleſs; he ſhall die to afflict her, they ſhall live to 
aflit her. 

Let what a mixture is here of ſeverity and favour 
in one act? favour to the ſon, ſeverity to the father; 
ſeverity to the father, that he muſt loſe ſuch a fon, 
favour to the fon, that he ſhall be taken from ſuch a 
father. Feroboam is wicked, and therefore he ſhall 
not enjoy an Abzjah ; Abijah hath ſome good things, 
therefore he ſhall be removed from the danger of the 
depravation of Jeroboam. Sometimes God {trikes in 
fayour, but more often forbears out of ſeverity. The 
belt are fitteſt for heaven, the earth is fitteſt for the 
worſt; this is the region of ſin and miſery, that of im- 
mortality. It is no argument of disfavour to be taken 
early from a well-led life, as not of approbation to age 
in ſin. | 
As the ſoul of Abijah is favoured in the removal, ſo 
is his body with a burial ; he ſhall have alone both 
tears and tomb, all the reſt of his brethren {hall have 
no grave but dogs and fowls, no ſorrow but for their 
life. Though the carcaſe be inſenſible of any poſiti- 
on, yet honeſt ſepulture is a bleſſing. It is fit the bo- 
dy ſhould be duly reſpected on earth, whoſe ſoul is 
glorious in heayen. 


CONTEM, v. ASA. 
PHE two houſes of Judah and Iſrael grow up now 


together in an ambitious rivality ; this ſplitted 
plant, branches out ſo ſeverally, as if it had forgotten 
> that 


— 
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- that ever it was joined in the root. The -throne of 


David oft changeth che poſſeſſors, and more complain- 
eth of their iniquity than their remove. Abijam in- 
kerits the fins of his father Rehoboam, no leſs than 


his crown; and ſo ſpends his three years, as if he had 


been no whit of kin to his grandfather's virtues. It 
is no news that grace is not traduced, while vice is; 
therefore is his reign ſhort, becauſe it was wicked. 
It was a Tad caſe, when both the kings of Juda and 
Vrdel, though enemies, yet conſpired in ſin. Rehe- 
boam, like his father Salomon, began graciouily, but 
fell to idolatry ; as he followed his father, ſo his ſon, 
ſo his people followed him. O what a face of a 
church was here, when [/-ael worſhipped Jeroboan's 
calves, when Juda built them high places and ima- 
ges, and groves on every high hill, and under every 
grècn tree! On both hands God is forſaken, his 
temple neglected, his worſhip adulterate; and this, 
not for ſome ſhort brunt, but during the ſucceſſion of 
two kings: for, after the firſt three years, Rehoulo. 
am changed his father's religion, as his ſhields, from 
gol to braſs; the reſt of his ſeventeen years were 
led in impiety. His fon Abijam trode in the ſame 
miry ſteps, and Judah with them both. If there were 
an, doubtleſs there were ſome faithful hearts yet 
remaining in both kingdoms, during theſe heavy times; 
what a corroſive it mult needs have been to them, to 
fee fo depiored and miſerable a depravation ! 

There was no viſible church upon earth but here; 
and this, What a one? O God, how low doſt thou 
ſometimes tufter thine own flock to be driven! what 
woful wanes and eclipſes haſt thou ordained for this 
heavenly body! Yet, at laſt, an 4% ſhall rife from 
the loins, from the grave of Abijam, he {hall revive 
David and reform Judah. The gloomy times of cor. 
ruption ſhall not laſt always: the light of truth and 
12 | j | : peace 
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peace ſhall at length break out, and bleſs the ſad hearts 
of the righteous. | 

It is a wonder how Aſa ſhould be good, of the ſeed 
of 4bijam, of the foil of Maachab, both wicked, both 
idolatrous. God would have us ſee that grace is 
from heaven, neither needs the help of theſe earthly 
conveyances. Should not the children of good pa- 
rents ſometimes be evil, and the children of evil pa- 
rents good, virtue would ſeem natural, and the giver 
would loſe his thanks. Thus we have ſeen a fair 
flower ſpring out of dung, and a well-fruited tree riſe 
out of a four ſtock: education hath no leſs power 
to corrupt, than nature. It is therefore the juſt praiſe 
of A/a, that, being trained up under an idolatrous 
Maachah, he maintained his piery ; as, contrarily, it 
is a ſhame for thoſe, that have been bred up in the 
precepts and examples of virtue and godlineſs, to fall 
off to lewdneſs or ſuperſtition. There are four prin- 
cipal monuments of A/a's virtue, as ſo many rich 
ſtones in his diadem; he took away ſodomy, and 
idols out of Judah. Who cannot wonder more that he 


found them there, than that he removed them! what 


a. ſtrange incongruity is this, Sodom in Zargen " 
idols in Fudah / Surely debauched profeſſion proves 
deſperate ; admit the idols, ye cannot doubt of the 
ſodomy. If they have changed the glory of the un- 
corruptible God into an image made like to cor- 
ruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beaſts, 
and creeping things, it is no marvel, if God give 
them up to uncleanneſs, through the luſts of their 
own hearts, to diſhonour their own bodies between 
themſelves. If they changed the truth of God into 
a lie, and worſhipped and ſerved the creature more 
than the Creator, who is bleſſed for ever, no mar- 
rel if God give them up to vile affections, to change 
me natural uſe into that which is againſt nature, 
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burning in Juſt one towards another, men with men, 
working that which is unſeemly. 

Contrarily, admit the ſodomy, ye cannot doubt 
of the idols; unnatural beaſtlineſs in manners is pu- 
niſned juſtly with a fottiſh dotage in religion, bodily 

lution with ſpiritual. How ſhould the foul care 
to be chaſte, that keeps a ſtew in the body! Aſa be- 
gins with the baniſhment of both, ſcouring Judah of 
this double uncleanneſs. In vain ſhould he haye 
hoped to reſtore God to his kingdom, while theſe abo- 
minations inhabited it. Ir is juſtly the main care of 
worthy and religious princes to clear their coaſts of 
the fouleſt fins. O the impartial zeal of A/a/ There 


were idols that challenged a prerogative of favour, 


the idols that his father had made; all- theſe he de- 


faces: the name of a father cannot protect an idol; 


the duty to his parent cannot win him to a liking, to 
a forbearance of his miſdevotion; yea, ſo much the 
more doth the heart of A/a riſe againſt theſe puppets, 
for that they were the ſin, the ſhame of his father, 
Did there want, think we, ſome courtier of his fa- 
ther's retinue, to ſay, Sir, favour the memory of 


him that begot you; you cannot demoliſh theſe ſta- 
tues, without the diſhonour of their erector; hide 
your diſlike at the leaſt ; it will be your glory to lay e 
your finger upon this blot of your father's reputation; Pp 
if you liſt not to allow his act, yet wink at it. The { 
godly zeal of A/a turns the deaf ear to theſe monitors, : 

] 


and lets them ſee, that he doth not more honour a 
father, than hate an idol: no dearneſs of perſon ſhould 
take off the edge of our deteſtation of the fin. Na- 
ture is worthy of forgetfulneſs and contempt, in op- 
poſition to the God of nature; upon the ſame ground, 
as he removed the idols of his father Abijam, ſo, for 
idols, he removed his grandmother Maachah ; ſhe 
would not be removed from her obſcene idols, ſhe 


is therefore removed from the ſtation of her * 
| hat 
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That princeſs had aged, both in her regency and ſu- 
perſtition; under her rod was A/a brought up, and 
ſchooled in the rudiments of her idolatry ; whom ſhe 
could not infect, ſhe hoped to overawe; fo, as if A/a 
will not follow her gods, yet ſhe preſumes that ſhe 
may retain her own. Doubtleſs no means were ne- 
glected for her reclamation; none would prevail. Re- 
ligious 4% gathers up himſelf, and begins to remem- 
ber, that he is a king, though a ſon; that ſhe, though 
a mother, yet is a ſubject; that her eminence could 
not but countenance idolatry ; that her greatneſs ſup- 
preſſed religion, which he ſhould in vain hope to re- 
form, while her ſuperſtition ſwayed : forgetting there- 
fore the challenges of nature, the awe of infancy, 
the cuſtom of reverence, he ſtrips her of that com- 
mand, which he ſaw prejudicial to his Maker. All 
reſpects of fleſh and blood muſt be trampled on, for 
God. Could that long ſettled idolatry want abettors? 
eee ſome or other would ſay, This was the 
religion of your father Abijam, this of your grandfather 
Rehoboam, this of the latter days of your wiſe and 
great grandfather Sclomon, this of your grandmother 
Maachah, this of your great grandmother Naamah ; 


| why ſhould it not be yours? why ſhould you ſuſpect 


either the wiſdom, or piety, or ſalvation of ſo many 
predeceſſors? Good A/a had learned to contemn pre- 
{cription againſt a direct law; he had the grace to know 
it was no meaſuring truth by ſo modern antiquity ; 
his eyes ſcorning to look ſo low, raiſe up themſelves 
to the uncorrupt times of Solomon, to David, to Sa- 
muel, to the Judges, to Jaſhna, to Moſes, to the 
Patriarchs, to Noah, to the religious founders of the 
firſt world, to the firſt father of mankind, to para- 
diſe, to heaven. In compariſon of thefe, Maachah's 
God cannot overlook yeſterday ; the ancienteſt error 
is but a novice to truth; and if never any example 
could be pleaded for purity of religion, it is enough 

that 
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that the precept is expreſs. He knew what God ſaid 
in Sinai, and wrote in the tables, Thou ſhalt not male 
to thyſelf any graven image, nor any ſimilitude; they 
ſhalt not bow down to them, nor worſhip them, If all 
the world had been an idolater, ever ſince that word 
was given, he knew how little that precedent could 
avail for diſobedience. Practice mult be corrected by 
law, and not the law yield to practice: Maachah 
therefore goes down from her ſeat, her idols from 
their grove, ſhe to retiredneſs; they to the fire, and 
from thence to the water: woful deities that could 
both burn and drown ! | 

Neither doth the zeal of 4% more magnify itſelf in 
theſe private weedings out of the corruptions of religion, 
than in the poſitive acts of an holy plantation. In the 
falling down of thoſe idolatrous ſhrines, the temple 

of God flouriſhes; that doth he furniſh with thoſe 
ſacred treaſures, which were dedicated by himſelf, by 
his progenitors ; like the true ſon of David, he would 
not ſerve God coſt free: Rehoboam turned Solomon's 
gold into braſs; A/a turns Rehoboam's braſs into goll, 
Some of theſe veſſels, it ſeems, Abijam, Aſa's father, 
had dedicated to God; but, after his vow, inquired, 
yea with-held them. A/a, like a good ſon, pays hi 
father's debts, and his own. It is a good ſign of 2 
well-meant devotion, when we can abide it charge- 
able; as, contrarily, in the affairs of God, a niggaz: 
ly hand argues a cold and hollow heart. 

All theſe were noble and excellent acts, the exit. 
pation of ſodomy, the demolition of idols, the remo- 
val of Maachah, the bounteous contribution to tit 
temple ; but that which gives true life unto all thele 
is a ſound root. Aſa' heart was perfect with tit 
Lord all his days. No leſs laudable works that 
theſe have proceeded from hypocriſy, which, wilt 


they have carried away applauſe from men, — 
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their thanks with God, All Aſa's gold was but drofs 


to his pure intentions. | 

But, O what great and many infirmities may conſiſt 
with uprightneſs! What alloys of imperfection will 
there be found in the molt refined foul ? Four no ſmall 
faults are found in true-hearted A/a ; firſt, the high 
places ſtood (till, unremoved; what high places ? 
There were ſome dedicated to the worſhip of falſe 

theſe 4/a took away; there were ſome mifde- 
voted to the worſhip of the true God, theſe he lets 
ſtand. There was groſs idolatry in the former, there 
was a weak will-worſhip in the latter; while he op- 
poſes impiety, he winks at miſtakings: yet even the 
variety of altars was forbidden by an expreſs charge 
from God, who had confined his ſervice to the temple. 
Wich one breath doth God report both theſe; The 
high places were not removed, yet nevertheleſs Aſa's 
beart was perfect. God will not ſee weakneſſes 
where he fees truth; how pleaſing a thing is ſin- 
cerity, that, in favour thereof, the mercy of our juſt 
God digeſts many an error! O God, let our hearts 
go upright, though our feet flide; the fall cannot, 
through thy grace, be deadly, however it may ſhame 
or pain us. 

Beſides, to confront his rival of 1/rael, Baaſha, 
this religious king of Judah fetches in Benhadad the 
king of Syria into God's inheritance, upon too dear 
arate; the breach of his league, the expilation of. the 
temple.” All the wealth, wherewith 4% had endowed 
the houſe of the Lord, was little enough to hire an 


'Edonute to betray his fidelity, and to invade J1/rae! : 


leagues may be made with infidels ; not at ſuch a price, 
upon ſuch terms; there can be no warrant for a wil- 
ful ſubornation of perfidiouſneſs: in theſe cafes of out- 
ward things, the mercy of God diſpenſeth with our 
true neceſſities, not with the affected. O Aſa, where 
was thy piety, while thou robbeſt God, to corrupt 
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an infidel, for the ſlaughter of 1/raehites / O princes, 


where is your piety, while ye hire Turks to the 


laughter of Chriſtians, to the ſpoil of God's church! 


Yet, which was worſe, 4/2 doth not only employ 
the Syrian, but relies on him, relies not on God; a 


confidence leſs ſinful coſt his grandfather David dear; 
and-when Hanani, God's ſeer, the herald of hea- 
ven, came to denounce war againſt him for theſe 
ſins, A/a, inſtead of penitence, breaks into choler ; 


fury ſparkles in thoſe eyes, which ſhould have guſned 


out with water; thoſe lips, that ſhould have called for 


mercy, command revenge: how ill do thoſe two 2. 


gree, the heart of David,, the tongue of Jeroboam? 
That holy grandfather of his would not have done ſo; 
when God's meſſenger reproved him for ſin, he con- 
demned it, and himſelf for it; I fee his tears, I do not 
hear his threats. Ir ill becomes a faithful heart to rage 


where it ſhould ſorrow, and, inſtead of ſubmiſſion, to. 


perſecute. Sometimes no difference appears berwixt 
a fon of David, and the ſon of Nebat. Any man may 
do ill, but to defend it, to outface it, is for rebels; 
yet even upright 4% impriſons the prophet, and cruſh- 
eth his gainſayers. It were pity that the beſt man 
ſhould be judged by every of his actions, and not by 


all; the courſe of our life muſt either allow or con- 


demn us, not theſe ſudden eruptions. 

As the life, ſo the death-bed of Aſa wanted not 
infirmities : loag and proſperous had his reign been; 
now, after forty years health and happineſs, he, that 
impriſoned the prophet, is impriſoned in his bed, 


There is more pain in thoſe fetters which God put up- 


on Aſa, than thoſe which 4% puts upon Hanan: : 
and now, behold, he that in his war ſeeks to Hen 
hadad, not to God, in his ſickneſs ſeeks not to God, 
but to phyſicians. We cannot caſily put upon God a 


greater wrong than the alienation of our truſt, Earth 
means 
y 
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| means are for uſe, not for confidence; we may, we 
: muſt employ them, we may not rely upon them. 
| Well may God challenge our truſt, as his peculiar, 
P which, if we caſt upon any creature, we deify it. 
a Whence have herbs, and drugs, and phyſicians, their 
; being and efficacy, but from that divine hand! No 


- maryel then if A/a's gout ſtruck to his heart, and his 
e feet carried him to his grave, ſince his heart was miſ- 
. carried, for the cure of his feet, to an injurious miſcon- 
d fidence in the means, with neglect of his Maker. 

r 

- WH ConTEM vi ELIIAH with the SAREPTAN. 


F WH O ſhould be matched with Moſs in the 
hill of Taber but Elijah? ſurely, next after 
It Mifes, there was never any prophet of the Old Teſta- 


e ment more glorious than he; none more glorious, 
0. none more obſcure: the other prophets are not men- 
ct tioned without the name of their parent, for the mu- 
* tual honour both of the father and the fon ; Elijah, as 
F if he had been a ſon of the earth, comes forth with 
h- the bare mention of the place of his birth. Meanneſs 
an of deſcent is no block in God's way to the moſt ho- 
by nourable vocations; it matters not whoſe ſon he be, 
"1 whom God will grace with his ſervice. In the great- 
| eſt honours that human nature is capable of, God for- 
ot ets our parents: as when we ſliall be raiſed up to a 
n; 2lorious life, there ſhall be no reſpect had to the loins 
al Waence we came; ſo jt is proportionally in theſe ſpi- 
ed, ritual advancements, 
Ip» Theſe times were fit for an Elijah; an Elyah was 
1 jit for them: the eminenteſt prophet is reſerved for 
en- the corrupteſt age. Iſrael had never ſuch a king as 4- 
od, hab for impiety, never ſo miraculous a prophet as E- 


tyah ; this Elijah is addreſſed to this Ahab. The God 
of ſpirits knows how to proportion men to the occaſions, 
aud to raiſe vp to himſelf ſuch witneſſes, as may be 
3. Z 2 wolt 
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moſt able to convince the world. A mild Mo/es was 


for the low eſtate of affſicted [/rael ; mild in ſpirit, but 


mighty in wonders : mild of ſpirit, becauſe he had to 


do with a perſecuted, and yet a touchy and perverſe 
people; mighty in wonders, becauſe he had to do 
with a Pharaoh. A grave and holy Samuel was for 
the quiet conſiſtence of 1/rael ; a fiery-ſpirited Elijah 
was for the deſperateſt declination of Hrael. And if 
in the late times of the depraved condition of his church, 
God have raiſed up ſome ſpirits, that have been more 
warm and ſtirring than thoſe of common mould, we 
cannot cenſure the choice, when we ſee the ſervice, 
The firſt word that we hear from Elijah is an oath, 
and a threat to Ahab, to Ijrael: As the Lord Cod 
of Iſrael hweth, before wwhom I ſtand, there ſhall 
not be dew nor rain theſe years, but according to 
my word, He comes in like a 'tempeſt, who went 
out in a whirl-wind ; doubtleſs he had ſpoken fair and 


peaceable invitations to Iſfael, though we hear them 


not; this was but the ſtorm which followed his re- 
pulſe, their obſtinacy. After many ſolicitations and 
warnings, 1/rael is ſtricken by the fame tongue that 
had prayed for it; Ehjah dares avouch theſe judgments 
to their head, to Ahab. I do not ſo much wonder at 
the boldneſs of Elijab, as at his power; yea, wholo 
ſees his power, can no whit wonder at his boldnels: 
how could he be but bold to the face of a man, who 
was thus powerful with God ? As if God had lent him 
the keys of heaven to ſhut it up, and open it at ple 
{ure, he can fay, There ſball be neither dew, nor ran, 
theſe years, but according to my word, O God, hov 
far it hath pleaſed thee to communicate thyſelf to a 
weak man ! what angel could ever fay thus! Thy 
hand, O Lord, is not ſhortened ; why art thou not 
thus marvellous in the miniſters of thy goſpel ! is it 
for that their miracles were ours! is it for that = 
wou 


ne 
wr 
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wouldſt have us live by faith, not by ſenſe! is it for 
that our taſk is ſpiritual, and therefore more abſtract- 
ed from bodily helps! We cannot command the ſun 
with Jeſbua, nor the thunder with Samuel, nor the 
nin with Elijah ; it ſhall content us, if we can fix 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs in the foul, if we can thunder 
out the judgments of God againſt fin, if we can was 
ter the earthen hearts of men with the former and lat- 
ter rain of heavenly doctrine. 8 
Elyah's mantle cannot make him forget his fleſh; 
while he knows himſelf a prophet, he remembers to 
be a man : he doth not therefore arrogate his power, 
2s his own, but publiſherh it as his maſter's; this re- 
ſtraint muſt be according to his word, and that word 
was from an higher mouth than his. He ſpake from 
him by whom he ſware, whoſe word was as ſure as 
his life; and therefore he durſt ſay, As the Lord 
lveth, there ſhall be no rain. Man only can denounce 
what God will execute, which, when it is once 
revealed, can no more fail than the Almighty him- 

ſelf, | 
He that had this intereſt and power in heaven, 
what needed he fly from an earthly purſuit ? could 
his prayers reſtrain the clouds, and not hold the hands 
of fleſh and blood! yet behold E/zah muſt fly from 
Ahab, and hide him by the brook Cherith. The wil- 
dom of God doth not think fit ſo to make a beatcn 
path of miracles, as that ne will not walk beſide it: 
he will have our own endeavours concur to our pre- 
fervation. Elijah wanted neither courage of heart, 
nor ſtrength of hand, and yet he muſt truit to his feet 
for ſafety; how much more lawful is it, for our impo- 
tence, to fly from perſecution ? Even that God ſends 
him to hide his head, who could as eaſily have pro- 
tected as nouriſhed him. He that wilfully ſtands till 
o catch dangers, tempteth God inſtead of truſting him. 
The 
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The prophet muſt be gone, not without order taken 
for his purveyance : O the ſtrange caterers for Elijab / 
I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there, | 


| know not whether had been more miraculous, to 
, * . . * 
preſerve him without meat, or to provide meat by 


ſuch mouths. The raven, a devouring and ravenouz 
fowl,.that uſes to ſnatch away meat from others, brings 
it to him. He, that could have fed Elijah by angels 
will feed him by ravens. There was then in Ie 
an hoſpitable Obadiah, that kept a ſecret table, in two 
ſeveral caves, for an hundred prophets of God. There 
were ſeven thouſand faithful Mraelites, in ſpite of the 
devil, who had never bowed knee to Baal : doubt- 
leſs, any of theſe would have had a trencher ready 
for Elijah, and have thought himſelf happy to hare 
defrauded his own belly for ſo noble a prophet ; God 
rather chuſes to make uſe of the moſt unlikely fowl 
of the air, than their bounty, that he might give both 
to his prophet, and us, a pregnant proof of his abſolute 
command over all his creatures, and win our truſt in 
all extremities. Who can make queſtion of the- pro- 
viſions of God, when he ſees the very ravens {hall 
forget their own hunger, and purvey for Elijah? 0 
God, thou that provideſt meat for the fowls of- the 
air, wilt make the fowls of the air provide meat for 
man, rather than his dependence on thee ſhall be dil- 
appointed! O let not our faith be wanting to thee; 
thy care can never be wanting to us! 

Elijah might have lived for the time with bread and 


water; neither had his fare been worſe than his fel- | 


lows in the caves of Obadiah ; but the munificence of 
God will have his meals better furniſhed. The n- 
vens ſhall bring him both bread and fleſh twice in the 
day. It is not for a perſecuted prophet to long alter 
delicates: God gives order for competency, not for 


- wantonneſs; not out of the dainty compoſitions in /*- 


gebel's kitchen, not out of the pleaſant wines in * 
8 | cellar, 
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cellar, would God provide for Ehjah ; but the ravens 
hall bring him plain and homely victuals, and the ri- 
ver {hall afford him drink : if we have wherewith to 
ſuſtain nature, though not to pamper it, we owe 
thanks to the giver. Thoſe of God's family may not 
be curious, not diſdainful. Ill doth it become a ſer- 
vant of the Higheſt to be a ſlave to his palate, Doubt- 
ſes, one bit from the mouth of the raven was more 
pleaſing to Elifſab, than a whole table-full of Ahab's. 
Nothing is more comfortable to God's children, than 
to ſee the ſenſible demonſtrations of the divine care 
and providence. 

The brook Cherith cannot laſt always; that ſtream 
ſhall not, for Elifſab's fake, be exempted from the u- 
niverſal exficcation : yea, the prophet himſelf feels the 
{mart of this drought, which he had denounced. It 
1s no unuſual thigg with God, to ſuffer his own dear 
children to be inwrapped in the common calamities of 
offenders. He makes difference in the uſe and iſſue 
of their ſtripes, not in the infliction. The corn is 
cut down with the weeds, but to a better purpoſe. 

When the brook fails, God hath a Sarepta for 
Elijah ; inſtead of the ravens, a widow ſhall there 
feed him, yea herſelf by him. Who can enough 
wonder at the pitch of this ſelective providence of 
the Almighty ? Sarepta was a town of Sidon, and 
therefore without the pale of the church : poverty 
mas the belt of this widow, ſhe was a Pagan by birth, 
heatheniſhly ſuperſtitions by inſtitution. Many wi- 
vows were in .//rael in the days of Elijah, when the 
heaven was ſhut up three years and fix months, when 
great famine was throughout all the land; but unto 
none of them was Eliſab ſent, fave unto this Sarepta, 
city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow, 
He, that firſt fed the prophet by the mouth of un- : 
dean fowls, will now feed him by the hand of an 
heatheniſh hoſteſs ; his only command ſanctiſies thoſe 

crea- 
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creatures, which, by a general charge, were legally 
impure. 

There were other birds beſides ravens, other wi. 
dows beſides this Sareptan; none but the rayens, 


none but the Sareptan ſhall nouriſh, Elijab. God's 


choice is not led in the ſtring of human reaſons, his 
holy will is the guide, and the ground of all his e. 
legions. It is not in bim that wills, nor in him that 


runs, but in Ged that ſhows mercy. 


The prophet follows the call of his God; the fame 
hand that brought him to the gate of Sarepta, led al. 
ſo this poor widow out of her doors; ſhe ſhall then 
go to ſeek her ſticks, when ſhe ſhall be found of I. 
jah ; ſhe thought of her hearth, ſhe thought not 
of a- prophet, when the man of Goff calls to her, 
Fetch me a little water, I pray thee, in a weſe, 
that I may drink, It was no eaſy ſuit in ſo drough- 
ty a ſeaſon; and yet, at the firſt fight, the pro- 
phet dares ſecond it with a greater, Bring me a 


 morſel of bread in thine hand. That long drought 


had made every drop, every crumb precious; yet 
the prophet is emboldened by the charge of Gol 
to call for both water and bread; he had found the 
ravens ſo officious, that he cannot make doubt of 
the Sareptan. She ſticks not at the water; ſhe woull 
not ſtick at the bread, if neceſſity had not preſſed her, 
As the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but 
an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil m 
a cruſe ; and behold I am gathering two ſticks, that 
may go in and dreſs it for me and my ſon, that 
we may eat it and die. 

If ſhe knew not the man, how did ſhe know hb 
God! and if ſhe knew not the God of Elijah, hon 
did ſhe ſwear by him! Certainly though ſhe were with: 
cut the bounds of Iſrael, yet ſhe was within the bor 
ders; ſo much ſhe. had gained by her neighbour 
hood, to know an 1/raelite, a prophet by his habit 

| to 
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to know the only living God was'the God of the pro- 
phet, the God of 1/rael; and if this had not been, yet 
it is no marvel if the widow knew Elijah, ſince the ra- 
rens knew him. It was high time for the prophet to 
it the Sareptan ; poor ſoul, ſhe was now making 
her laſt meal; after one mean morſe] ſhe was yield- 
ing herſelf over to death. How 2 hath 
God provided ſuccours to our diſtrefles! It is his glo- 
ry to help at a pinch, to begin where we have given 
over ; that our relief might be ſo much the more 
welcome, by how much it is lefs looked for. 

But, O what a trial is this of the faith of a weak 
proſelyte, if ſhe were ſo much! Fear not, go do as 
thou haſt ſaid ; but make me thereof a litte cake firſt, 
and bring it to me ; and after, make for thee and thy 
ſon: for thus faith the God of Iſrael, the barrel of 
meal ſhall nat waſte, nar the cruſe of oil fail, till the 
day that God ſend rain upon the earth. She muſt go 
ſpend upon a ſtranger part of that little ſhe hath, in 
hope of more which the hath not, which ſhe may 
have ; ſhe muſt part with her preſent food which ſhe 
ſaw, in truſt of future which ſhe could not ſee ; ſhe 
muſt rob her ſenſe in the exerciſe of her belief, and 
ſhorten her life in being, upon the hope of a pro- 
traction of it in promiſe ; ſhe muſt believe God will 
miraculouſly increaſe what ſhe hath yielded to con- 
ſume ; he muſt firſt feed the ſtranger with her laſt 
victuals, and then, after, herſelf and her fon. Some 
ſharp dame would have taken up the prophet, and 
haye ſent him away with an angry repulſe : Bold / 
raelite, there is no reaſon in this requeſt ; wert thou 
a friend or a brother, with what face couldſt thou 
require to pull my laſt bit out of my mouth? had 1 
ſuperfluity of proviſion, thou mightſt hope for this 
efect of my charity; now, that I have but one mor- 
{el for myſelf and my ſon, this is an injurious impor- 
tunity; what can induce thee to think thy life, an un- 
Vo. II. Aa known 
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known traveller, ſhould be more dear to me than my 
ſon's, than my own ? how uncivil is this motion, that 
I ſhould firſt make proviſion for thee, in this dying 
extremity ? it had been too much to have begged my 
laſt ſcraps. Thou telleſt me, the meal ſhall not waſte, 
nor the oil fail; how ſhall I believe thee? let me ſee 


'that done before thou eateſt ; in vain ſhould I chal- 


lenge thee, when the remainder of my poor ſtore is 
conſumed. If thou canſt ſo eaſily multiply viduals, 
how is it that thou ,wanteſt ? Do that before-hand, 
which thou promiſeſt ſhall be afterwards performed, 
there will be no need. of my little. But this good 
Sareptan was wrought on by God not to miſtruſt a 
prophet ; ſhe will do what he bids, and hope for 
what he promiſes ; ſhe will live by faith rather than 
by ſenſe, and give away the preſent, in the conf- 
dence of a future remuneration : firſt ſhe bakes El 
jah's cake, then her own, not grudging to ſee her laſt 
morſels go down another's throat, while herſelf was 
famiſhing. How hard precepts doth God lay, where 
he intends bounty! Had not God meant her preſer- 
vation, he had ſuffered her to eat her laſt cake alone, 
without any interpellation ; now the mercy of the Al- 
mighty purpoſing as well this miraculous favour to 
her, as to his prophet, requires of her this taſk, which 
fleſh and blood would have thought unreaſonable. 80 


we are wont to put hard queſtions to thoſe ſcholars, | 


whom we would promote to higher forms. So, in all 
atchievements, the difficulty of the enterpriſe makes 
way for the glory of the actor. 

Happy was it for this widow, that ſhe did not ſhut 
her hand to the man of God, that ſhe was not niggard 
of her laſt handful : never corn or oil did fo increaſe 
in growing, as here in conſuming. This barrel, this 
cruſe of hers had no bottom, the barrel of meal wa- 


{ted not, the cruſe of oil failed not: behold, not get- 


tiug, not ſaving, is the way to abundance, but giving: 


The 
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The mercy of God crowns our beneficence with the 
blefling of ſtore ; who can fear want by a merciful li- 
berality, when he ſees the Sareptan had famiſhed, if 


he had not given, and by giving, abounded ? With 


what thankful deyotion muſt this woman every day 
needs look upon her barrel and cruſe, wherein ſhe 
faw the mercy of God renewed to her continually ? 
Doubtleſs her ſoul was no leſs fed by faith, than her 
body with this ſupernatural proviſion. How welcome 
a gueſt muſt Elijah needs be to this widow, that gave 
her life and her ſon's to her for his board! yea that, 


in that woful famine, gave her and her fon their 


board for his houſe-room. 

The dearth thus overcome, the mother looks hope- 
fully upon her only ſon, promiſing herſelf much joy 
in his life and proſperity, when an unexpected fick- 
neſs ſurpriſeth him, and doth that which the famine 
but threatened. When can we hold ourſelves ſecure 
from evils? no ſooner is one of theſe ſerjeants com- 
pounded withal, than we are arreſted by another. 

How ready are we to miſtake the grounds of our 


alllictions, and to caſt them upon falſe cauſes. The 


paſhonate mother cannot find whether to impute the 
death of her ſon, but to the preſence of Elijah, to 
whom ſhe comes diſtracted with perplexity, not with- 
out an unkind challenge of him, from whom the had 
received both that life ſhe had loſt, and that ſhe had; 
What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God, 
art thou come ta me to call my fin to remembrance, and 
to flay my ſon? | | 

As if her ſon could not have died, if Elijab had 
not been her gueſt, whereas her ſon had died, but 
tor him ; why ſhould ſhe think that the prophet had 
ſaved him from the famine, to kill him with ficknels ? 
if God had not been free in his actions, and mult 
needs {trike by the ſame hands by which he preſerved. 
dhe had the grace to know that her affliction yas 
| 422 for 
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for her ſin ; yet was ſo unwiſe, to imagine the arrear. 
ages of her iniquities had not been called for, if Ei. 
jah had not been the remembrancer ; he, who had 
appeaſed God towards her, is ſuſpected to have in- 
cenſed him: this wrongful miſconſtruction was enough 


to move any patience. Elijah was of an hot ſpirit; 


yet his holineſs kept him from fury : this challenge 
rather increaſed the zeal of his prayer, than ſtirred 
his choler to the offendent. ' He takes the dead child 
out of his mother's boſom, and lays him upon bis 
own bed, and cries unto the Lord, O Lord my God, 
haſt thou brought evil alſo upon the widow with whim 
I ſojourn, by laying her ſon? Inſtead of chiding the 
Sareptan, out of the fervency of his ſoul, he hum- 
bly expoſtulates with his God: his only remedy is in 


- his prayer; that which ſhut heaven for rain, mult 


open it for life. Every word inforceth ; firſt, he 
pleads his intereſt in God, O Lord my God ; then 
the quality of the patient, à widow, and therefore 
both moſt diſtreſſed with the loſs, and moſt peculiar 
to the charge of the Almighty. Then his intereſt, 
as in God, ſo in this patient, with whom I ſojourn; 
as if the ſtroke were given to himſelf, through her 
ſides; and laſtly, the quality of the puniſhment, by 
/laying her ſon, the only comfort of her life: and i 
all theſe implying the ſcandal that muſt needs ariſe 
from this event, wherever it ſhould be noiſed, to the 
name of his God, to his own; when it ſhould be 
ſaid, Lo, how Elijab's entertainment is rewarded: 
ſurely the prophet is either impotent, or unthank- 


Neither doth his tongue move thus only ; thrice 


doth he ſtretch himſelf upon the dead body, as if he 


could wiſh to infuſe of his own life into the child, and 
ſo often calls to his God for the reſtitution of that 
ſoul. What can E/;;2h aſk to be denied? the Lon 


heard the voice of the prophet, the foul of the chil 
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came into him again, and he revived. What miracle 
is impoſſible to faithful prayers? There cannot be 
more difference betwixt E/ijab's devotion and ours, 
chan betwixt ſupernatural and ordinary acts; if he 
therefore obtained miraculous favours by his prayers, 
do we doubt of thoſe which are within the ſphere of 
nature and uſe? What could we want, if we did not 
ſack to ply heaven with our prayers? 

Certainly Elijah had not been premoniſhed of this 
ſudden ſickneſs and death of the child; he who knew 
the remote affairs of the world, might not know what 
God would do within his own roof. The greateſt 
prophet muſt content himſelf with ſo much of God's 
counſel, as he will pleaſe to reveal; and he will ſome- 
times reveal the greater ſecrets, and conceal the leſs, 
to make good both his own liberty, and man's humili- 
ation. So much more unexpected as the ſtroke was, 
ſo much more welcome is the cure. How joyfully 
doth the man of God take the revived child into his 
arms, and preſent him to his mother? How doth his 
heart leap within him, at this proof of God's favour 
to him, mercy to the widow, power to the child. 

What life and joy did now ſhow itſelf in the face of 
that amazed mother, when the ſaw again the eyes of 
her ſon fixed upon her's; when ſhe felt his fleſh warm, 
his motions vital! Now ſhe can ſay to Elijah, By 
ths I know that thou art a man of God, and that 
the word of the Lord in thy mouth 1s truth. Did 
ſhe not till now know this? had ſhe not ſaid before, 
What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? 
Were not her cruſe and her barrel ſufficient proofs of 
his divine commiſſion? Doubtleſs, what her meal and 
oil had aſſured her of, the death of her ſon made her 
to doubt; and now the reviving did re- aſcertain. Even 
the ſtrongeſt faith ſometimes | angry and needeth 
new acts of heavenly ſupportation; the end of mi- 
racles is confirmation of truth. It ſeems, had this 

widow's 


„ 
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widow's ſon continued dead, her belief had been bu- 
ried in his grave : notwithſtanding her meal and her 
oil, her ſoul had languiſhed. The mercy of God is 
fain to provide new helps for our infirmities, and gra. 


cCiouſſy condeſcends to our own terms, that he may 
work out our faith and ſalvation. 


CoN TEM. vi. ELIIAH with the BAALITESĩ. 


HRE E years and an half did //rael ly gaſping 
under a parching drought and miſerable famine. 


No creature was ſo odious to them as Elijah, to 


whom they aſcribed all their miſery. Methinks I hear 
how they raited on, and curſed the prophet : how 
much envy muſt the ſervants of God undergo for 
their maſter ! nothing but the tongue was Elyah's, 
the hand was God's; the prophet did but fay what 
God would do. I do not ſee them fall out with 
their ſins, that had deſerved the judgment, but with 
the meflenger that denounced it. Baal had no fewer 
ſervants, than if there had been both rain and plenty, 
Elijah ſafely ſpends this ſtorm under the lee of Sa- 
repta ; ſome three years had he lain cloſe in that ob- 
fcure corner, and lived. upon the barrel and cruſe 
which he had multiplied : at laſt God calls him forth, 
Go /hew thyſelf to Ahab, and I will fend rain up- 
on the earth : no rain muſt fall till Elijah was ſeen 


of Ahab; he carried away the clouds with him, he 


muſt bring them again, The king, the people of 
Iſrael, ſhall be witnefles that God will make good 
the word, the oath of his prophet. Should the rain 
have fallen in Elijab's abſence, who could have known 


it was by his procurement? God holds the credit of 
his meſſengers precious, and neglects nothing that may 


grace them in the eyes of the world; not the neceſlity 


of {even thouſand religious [/raelites could crack the 
word of one Elijah. There is nothing wherein Gol 
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more tender, than in approving the veracity of him- 
ear in his miniſters. | 
Lewd Abab hath an holy ſteward ; as his name 
ms, ſo was he a ſervant: of God, while his maſter 
ws 2 flave to Baal. He, that reſerved ſeven thou- 
(nd in the kingdom of 1/rae/, hath reſerved an Oba- 
lab in the court of 1/rae! ; and by him hath reſerved 
dem. Neither is it likely there had been ſo many 
fee hearts in the country, if religion. had not been 
ſkeretly backed in the court: it is a great happineſs 
en God gives favour and honour to the virtuous. 
Elijah did not ly more cloſe in Sarepta, than Obadiahb 


| did in the court; he could not have done fo much 


frvice to the church, if he had not been as ſecret 
1 good. Policy and religion do as well together, as 
they do ill aſunder. The dove, without the ſerpent, 
i cally caught; the ſerpent, without the dove, ſtings 
deadly. Religion, without policy, is too {imple to be 
ſafe; policy, without religion, is too ſubtile to be 
good: their match makes themſelves ſecure, and ma- 
ny happy. a 
0 degenerated eſtate of Vael]! any thing was now 
lawful there, ſaving piety. It is well if God's pro- 
phets can find an hole to hide their heads in; they 
muſt needs be hard driven, when fifty of them are 
tain to crowd together in one cave: there they 
had both ſhade and repaſt. Good Obadiah hazards 
his own life to preſerve theirs, and ſpends himſelf in 
that extreme dearth, upon their neceſſary diet: bread 
and water was more now, than other whiles wine 
and delicates. Whether ſhall we wonder more at the 
mercy of God in reſerving an hundred prophets, or 
in thus ſuſtaining them being reſerved ? When did 
God ever leave his Iſrael unfurniſhed of ſome pro- 
phets? when did he leave his prophets unprovided 
of ſome Obadiah? How worthy art thou, O Lord, 
o be truſted with thine own charge | While there are 
| men 


mercy. Carnal hearts are ever either grovelling on 


' Whom he knew his maſter perſecuted : though a 


reſpect was too much for the preſident of that ſacred 


Go tell thy lord, ' Behold Elijah is here. Obadiab 


en with the boldneſs, than with the unkindoeb 
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men upon earth, or birds in the air, or angels in hea- 
ven, thy meſſengers cannot want proviſion. 
Goodneſs carries away trait, where it cannot haye 
imitation. Ahab divides with Obadiah the ſurvey of 
the whole land; they two ſet their own eyes on work, 
for the ſearch of water, of paſture, to preſerye the 
horſes and mules alive. O the poor and vain care 
of Ahab! he caſts to kill the prophet, to ſave the 
cattle ; he never ſeeks to ſave his own foul, to de- 
ſtroy idolatry ; he takes thought for graſs, none for 


P43 rs tat . "4 


the earth, or delving into it; no more regarding God 
or their ſouls, than if they either were not, or were 
worthleſs. rk 

Elijab hears of the progreſs, and offers himſelf to 
the view of them both. Here was wiſdom in this 
courage; firſt, he preſents himſelf to Obadtah, ere 
he will be ſeen of Ahab, that Ahab might, upon the 
report of ſo diſcreet an informer, digeſt the expect. 
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tion of his meeting; then he takes the opportunity of tl 


Ahad's preſence, when he might be ſure 7ezebel was 

away. | " | 
Obadiah meets the prophet, knows him, and, a 

if he had ſeen God in him, falls on his face to him, 


great peer, he had learned to honour a prophet. No 


college. To the poor boarder of the Sareptan, here 
was no leſs than a proſtration, and my lord Elijab, 
from the great high ſteward of //-ae/. Thoſe that are 
truly gracious cannot be niggardly of their obſervat- 
ces to the meſſengers of God. | 
Elijah receives the reverence, returns a charge; 


finds this load too heavy; neither is he more ftrick- 


of this command; boldneſs in reſpect of Ela, ul. 
kindneß 
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kindneſs in reſpect of himſelf : for thus he thinks, If 
Elijah do come to Ahab, he dies; if he do not come, 


I die: if it be known that I mer him, and brought 


him not, it is death; if I ſay that he will come vo- 
luntarily, and God ſhall alter his intentions, it is death. 
How unhappy a man am I, that muſt be either Eli- 


jab's executioner, or my own: Were Ahad's diſplea- 


ſure but ſmoking, I might hope to quench it; but 
now that the flame of it hath broken forth to the no- 
tice, to the ſearch of all the kingdoms and nations 
round about, it may confume me, I cannot extinguiſh 
it: this meſſage. was for an enemy of Elijah, for a 
client of Baal. As for me, I have well approved my 
true devotion to God, my love to his prophets: what 
have I done, that I ſhould be ſingled out either to kill 
El;jah, or to be killed for him? Many an hard plunge 
muit that man needs be driyen to, who would hold 


his conſcience together with the ſervice and favour of 


2 tyrant, It is an happy thing to ſerve a juſt maſter; 
there is no danger, no itain in ſuch obedience. 

But, when the prophet binds his reſolution with 
an oath, and clears the heart of Obadiah from all fears, 
from all ſuſpicions, the good man dares be the meſ- 
ſenger of that which he ſaw was decreed in heaven. 
Doubtleſs Ahab ſtartled to hear of Elijah coming ro 
meet him, as one that did not more hate, than' fear 
the prophet. Well might he think, Thus long, thus 
far have I ſought Elijab, Elijah would not come to 
ſeck me, but under a ſure guard, and with ſome 
ſtrange commiſſion ; his coarſe mantle hath the ad- 
vantage of my robe and ſceptre; if I can command a 
piece of the earth, I ſee he can command heaven. The 


edge of his revenge is taken off with a doubtful ex- 


pectation of the iſſue ; and now, when Ly offers 
himſelf to the eyes of Ahab, he, who durſt not ſtrike, 
yet durſt challenge the prophet, Art thou he that 

You, II. B b troubleth 
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troubleth Iſrael? FJeroboam's hand was ſtill in A hab's 
thoughts; he holds it not ſo ſafe to ſmite, as to ex- 
poſtulate. He, that was the head of ael, ſpeaks 
out that which was in the heart of all his people, that 
Elijah was the cauſe of all their ſorrow. Alas, what 
hath the righteous prophet done! he taxed their fin, 
he foretold the judgment, he deſerved it not, he in- 
flicted it not; yet he ſmarts, and they are guilty : as 
if ſome fond people ſhould accuſe the herald or the 
trumpet as the cauſe of their war; or, as if ſome 
ignorant peaſant, when he ſees his fowls bathing in 
his pond, ſhould cry out of them as the cauſes of foul 
weather. | 

O the heroical ſpirit of Elijah he ſtands alone a- 

mid{t all the train of Ahab, and dares not only repel 
this charge, but retort it; I have net troubled Iſrael, 
but thou and thy father's houſe, in that ye have fer- 

aken the commandments of the Lord, and thou haſt 
fellewed Baalim. No earthly glory can daunt him, 
who hath the clear and heartening viſions of God; 
this holy ſeer diſcerns the true cauſe of our ſufferings 
to be our ſins: fooliſh men are plagued for their of- 
fences; and it is no ſmall part of their plague that 
they ſee it not. The only common diſturber of men, 
families, cities, kingdoms, worlds, is fin ; there is no 
ſach traitor to any ſtate, as the wilfully wicked : the 
quieteſt and moſt plauſible offender is ſecretly ſedi- 
tions, and ſtirreth quarrels in heaven. 

The true meſſengers of God carry authority even 
where they are maligned; E/z;ah doth at once reprove 
the king, and require of him the improvement of his 
power, in gathering all Vael to Carmel, in fetching 
chither all the prophets of Baal. Baal was rich in A, 
rael, wlule God was poor; while God hath but one 
hundred prophets hid cloſely in Obadiah's caves, Baal 


hath eight hundred and fifty; four hundred and fifty 
| | diſperſed 
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diſperſed, over the villages and towns of 1/rae/, four 
hundred at the court. God's prophets are glad of 
bread and water, while the four hundred trencher- 
prophets of Fezebel feed on her dainties: they lurk 
in caves, While theſe lord it in the pleaſanteſt groves. 
Outward proſperity is a falſe note of truth ; all theſe, 
with all /rael, doth Elijab require Ahab to ſummon 
unto Carmel. It is in the power of kings to command 
the aſſembly of the prophets ; the prophet ſues to the 
prince for the indiftion of this ſynod. They are in- 
jurious to ſovereignty who arrogate this power to none 
but ſpiritual hands. How is it, that Ahab is as ready 
to perform this charge, as Elijah to move it! I dare 
anſwer for his heart, that it was not drawn with love: 
Was it out of the ſenſe of one judgment, and fear of 
another ? He ſmarted with the dearth and drought, 
and well thinks Eliſahb would not be fo round with 
him for nothing. Was it out of an expectation of 
ſome miraculous exploit which the prophet would do 
in the fight of all /7ae/? or, was it out of the over- 
ruling power of the Almighty ? The heart of kings ts 
in the hands of God, and he turns it which way ſoever 

he pleaſeth. 1 
[ſrael is met together, Elijah rates them, not ſo 
much for their ſuperſtition, as for their unſettledneſs 
and irreſolution. One Maelite ſerves God, another 
Baal; yea, the ſame //raeiite, perhaps, ſerves both 
God and Baal: How long halt ye between two opi- 
mons ? if the Lord be God, follow him; but if Baal, 
then follow him. Nothing is more odious to God 
than a profane neutrality in main oppoſitions of reli- 
gion: to go upright in a wrong way, is a leſs eye- 
fore to God, than to halt betwixt right and wrong. 
The Spirit wiſhed that the Laodicean were either 
hot or cold; either temper would be better born than 
neither, than both: in reconcilable differences, no- 
thing is more ſafe than indifferency both of practice 
B b 2 and 
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and opinion; but, in caſes of ſo neceſſary hoſtility a; 
betwixt God and Baal, he that is on neither fide is 
the deadlieſt enemy to both; leſs hateful are they to 
God that ſerve him not at all, than they that ſerve 
him with a rival. 
Whether out of guiltineſs, or fear, or uncertainty, 

Tjrael is ſilent, yet, while their mouth was ſhut, their 
eyes were open. It was a fair motion of Elijab; J 


am only MY a prophet of the Lord, Baal's pro- 
1 


| 
| 
hets are four hundred and fifty ; let them chuſe one 
bullock, let me chuſe another; their devotion ſhall be 
combined, mine fingle ; the God that conſumes the ſa- 7 
crifice by fire from heaven, let him be God. Iſrael 
cannot but approve it; the prophets of Baal cannot | 
refuſe it; they had the appearance of the advantage, { 
in their number, in the favour of king and people. 0 d 
ſtrange diſputation, wherein the argument, which IM t! 
muſt be uſed, is fire; the place whence it mult be T 
fetched, heaven; the mood and figure, devotion; l 
the concluſion, death to be overcome | 

Had not Elijah, by divine inſtinct, been aſſured of Wl id 
the event, he-durit not have put religion upon ſuch IMF ar 
hazard; that God commanded him this trial, who th 
meant confuſion to the authors of idolatry, victory to Wl th 
the truth. His terror ſhall be approved both by fire Wl pr 
and by water; firſt by fire, then by water; there was WW an 
no lefs terror in the fire, than mercy in the rain: it WW in 
was fit they ſhould be firſt humbled by his terrors, WM lar 
that they might be made capable of his mercy ; and, WE mu 
by both, might be won to repentance. Thus ſtil WM fn 
the fears of the law make way for the influences of I {el 


grace; neither do thoſe ſweet and heavenly dews de- ¶ tif 
ſcend upon the ſou], till way be made for them by the ¶ ou 
terrible flaſhes of the Jaw. ref 


Juſtly doth E/:j2h urge this trial. God's ſacrifices 


were ufed to none but heavenly fires ; whereas on 
but L | baſ 
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5 daſe and earthly religion of the Heathen contented 
is iſelf with groſs and natural flames. # 
0 The prophets of Baal durſt not, though with faint 
” and guilty hearts, but embrace the condition ; they 
dreſs their bullock, and lay it ready upon the wood, 
„ and ſend out their cries to Baal from morning until 
ir mid-day; O Baal, hear us. What a yelling was 
I here of four hundred and fifry throats tearing the 
0 ſkies for an anſwer! what leaping was here upon the 
ne altar, as if they would have climbed up to fetch that 
be fre which would not come down alone! Mount Car- 
ſa- nel might give an echo to their voice, heaven gave 
ael none; in vath do they roar out, and weary themſelves 
not in imploring a dumb and deaf deity. 1 and au- 
ge, ſtere Elijah holds it not too light to flout their zealous 
0 devotion ; he laughs at their tears, and plays upon 


their earneſt: Cry aloud, for he is a god ; either he 
is talking, or he is purſuing, or he is travelling, or he 
is ſleeping, and muſt be awatked. 

Scorns and taunts are the beſt anſwers for ſerious 
idolatry ; holineſs will bear us out in diſdainful ſcoffs, 
and bitterneſs againſt wilful ſuperſtition. No leſs in 
the indignation at theſe inſulting frumps, than zeal of 
their own ſafety and reputation, do theſe idolatrous 
prophets now rend their throats with inclamations, 
and, that they may aſſure the beholders they were not 
in jeſt, they cut and flath themſelves with knives and 
lancets, and ſolicit the fire with their blood. How 
much painfulneſs is there in miſ- religion! I do not 

ind that the true God ever required or accepted the 
© ({cli-tortures of his ſervants; he loves true inward mor- 
cation of our corruptions, he loves the ſubduing of 
ur ſpiritual inſurrections by due exerciſes of ſeyere 
retraintz he takes no pleaſure in our blood, in our 
carcaſes: they miſtake God that think to pleaſe him 
by deſtroying that nature which he hath made, and 
neaſure truth by rigour of outward extremities ; Eli- 


jah 


—U— — 


—ͤ—ũ—ñd — 


198 CONTEMPLATIONS. 


jah drew no blood of himſelf, the prieſts of Baal 
did. How fain would the devil, whom theſe idola. 
ters adored, have anſwered the ſuit of his ſuppliants! 
What would that ambitious ſpirit have given, that az 
he was caſt down from heaven like lightning, fo now 
he might have fallen down in that form upon his altar! 
God forbids it: all the powers of darkneſs can no 
more ſhew one flaſh of fire in the air, than avoid the 
unquenchable fire in hell. How eaſy were it for the 
power of the Almighty to cut ſhort all the tyrannical 
uſurpations of that wicked one, if his wiſdom and ju- 
ſtice did not find the permiſſion thereof uſeful to i 
holy purpoſes. 
Theſe. idolaters, now towards evening, grew ſo 
much more vehement, as they were more hopeleſs; 
and at laſt, when neither their ſhrieks, nor their 
wounds, nor their mad motions could prevail, they fit 
down hoarſe and weary, tormenting themſelves afreſh 
with their deſpairs, and with the fears of better ſuc- 
ceſs of their adverſary ; when Elijah calls the people 
to him, the witneſſes of his ſincere proceedings, and 
taking the opportunity, both of the time, the juſt hour 
of the evening ſacrifice, and of the place, (a ruined 
altar of God, now by him repaired) convinces [/rae! 
with his miracle, and more cuts theſe Baalites with 
envy, than they had cut themſelves with their lancets. 
O holy prophet, why didſt thou not fave this labour 
what needed theſe unſeaſonable reparations ! was their 
not an altar, was there not a ſacrifice ready prepared 
to thine hand! that, which the prophets of Baal had 
addreſſed, ſtood ſtill waiting for that fire from thee, 
which the founders threatened in vain : the ſtones 
were not more impure, either for their touch or for 
their intentions. Yet ſuch was thy deteſtation of idola- 
try, that thou abhorredſt to meddle with ought which 
their wickedneſs had defiled : even that altar, whoſe 


ruins thou didſt thus repair, was miſ- erected, though 
| 10 
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to the name of the true God; yet didſt thou find it 
detter to make up the breaches of that altar which 
was miſ-· conſecrated to the ſervice of thy God, than 
to make uſe of that pile which was idolatrouſly de- 
roted to a falſe god. It cannot be but ſafe to keep 
aloof from participation with idolaters, even in thoſe 
things, which, not only in nature but in uſe, are un- 
clean. 

Elijah lays twelve ſtones in his repaired altar, ac- 
cording to the number of the tribes of the ſons of Ja- 
ab. Alas! ten of theſe were perverted to Baal. 
The prophet regards not their preſent apoſtaſy, he 
regards the ancient covenant that was made with their 
father Iſrael; he regards their firſt ſtation, to which 
he would reduce them: he knew, that the unworthi- 
neſs of //rae/ could not make God forgetful ; he 
would, by this monument, put //rael in mind of their 
own degeneration and forgetfulneſs. He employs 
thoſe many hands for the making a large trench round 
about the altar, and cauſes it te be filled with thoſe 
precious remainders of water which the people would 
have grudged to their own mouths, neither would 
cally have parted with, but as thoſe that pour down 
a pailful into a dry pump, in the hope of fetching 
more. The altar, the trench is full. A barrel-f.,'! 
1s poured out for each of the tribes, that every tribe 
might be afterwards repleniſhed. Ahab and Ijrael 
are no leſs full of expectation; and now, when God's 
appointed hour of the evening ſacrifice was come, E- 
ab comes confidently to his altar, and, looking up 
nto heaven, ſays, Lord God of Abraham, Ifaac and 
lrael, Jet it be known this day, that thou art God 
in Hrael, and that I am thy ſervant, and that I have 
done all theſe things at thy word : hear me, O Lord, 
bear me, that this people may know that thou art the 
Lird God, and that thou haſt turned their hearts back 
again. 2 . 


The 
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The Baalites prayers were not more tedious than 
Elijab's was ſhort ; and yet more pithy than ſhort, 
charging God with the care-of his covenant, of hi; 
truth, of his glory. It was Llijah that ſpake loud, 
O ſtrong cries of faith that pierce the heayens, and 
 irrefiſtibly make their way to the throne of grace! /, 
rael ſhall well fee, that Elijab's God, whom they haye 
forſaken, is neither talking, ner purſuing, nor tra- 
velling, nor ſleeping. Inſtantly the fire of the Lord 
falls from heaven and conſumes rhe burnt-ſacrifice, 
the wood, the ſtones, the duſt, and licks up the va. 
ter that was in the trench. With what terror muſt 
Ahab and Iſrael needs fee this fire rolling down out 
of the ſky, and alighting with ſuch fury ſo near their 
heads, heads no leſs fit for this flame, than the fi- 
crifice of Elijah Well might they have thought, hoy 
eaſily might this fire have dilated itſelf, and have con- 
ſumed our bodies, as well as the wood and ſtone, and 
have licked up our blood as well as that water! | 
know not whether they had the grace to acknowledge 
the mercy of God; they could do no lefs than con- 
feſs his power, The Lord 1s God, the Lord is God, 

The iron was now hot with this heavenly fire; H. 
lijah ſtays not till it cool again, but ſtrikes immedi- 
arely : Take the prophets of Baal, let not one of them 
ae. This wager was for life: had they prevail 
ed in procuring this fire, and Elijah failed of ef. 
fect, his head had been forfeited to them: now, in 
the contrary ſucceſs, theirs are loſt to him. Let 10 
man complain that thoſe holy hands were bloody: 
this ſacrifice was no leſs pleaſing ro God than that o. 
ther. Both the man and the act were extraordinary, 
and led by a peculiar in{tin& : neither doth the pro- 
phet this without the aſſent of the ſupreme magiſtrate, 
who was now ſo affected with this miraculous work, 
that he could not, in the heat of that conviction, but 
allow tte juſtice of ſuch a ſearence. Far be it from i 

10 
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o accuſe God's commands or executions of cruelty. 
It was the ancient and peremptory charge of God, 
that the authors of idolatry and ſeduction ſhould die 
the death; no eye, no hand might ſpare them. The 

opher doth but move the performance of that law, 
which Iſrael could not without fin have omitted. It 
is a merciful and thank-worthy ſeverity, to rid the 
world of the ringleaders of wickedneſs. 


CoNTEM. viii. EL1Jan running before AHAB, 
H{ying* from JEZEBBL. 


Hear no news of the four hundred prophets of the 

groves : they ly cloſe under the wing of Jezebel, 
under their pleafing ſhades, neither will be ſuffered 
to undergo the danger of this trial: the carcaſes of 
their fellows help to fill up the half-dry channel of 
Kiſhon. ' Juſtice is no ſooner done, than Ahab hears 
news of mercy from Elyjah : Get thee up, eat and 
drink ; for there is a ſound of abundance of rain. 
Their meeting was not more harſh than their part- 
ing was friendly. It ſeems Ahab had ſpent all that 
day faſting, in an eager attendance of thoſe conflict- 
ing prophets. It muſt needs be late ere the executi- 
on could be done; Elijab's part began not till the 
evening. So far muſt the king of Mael be from ta- 
king thought for the maſſacre of thoſe four hundred 
and fifty Baalites, that now he may go eat his bread 
with joy, and drink his wine with a cheerful heart : 
for God accepterh this work, and teſtifies it in the 
noiſe of much rain. Every drop of that idolatrous 
blood was anſwered with a ſhower of rain, with a 
ſtream of water, and plenty poured down in every 
ſhower. A ſenſible blefling follows the impartial 
ſtrokes of ſevere juſtice. - Nothing is more cruel than 
an unjuſt pity, | 
No 


Vor. II. Q C 
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No ears but Elijab's could as yet perceive a ſound 
of rain; the clouds were not yet gathered, the ya- 
pours were not yet riſen, yet Elijah hears that which 
ſhall be. "Thoſe that are of God's counſel, can dif. 
cern either favours or judgments afar off. The ſlack 
apprehenſions of carnal hearts make them hard to be- 
lieve that as future, which the quick and refined ſen- 
ſes of the faithful perceive as preſent. 

Ahab goes up to his repaſt, Elijah goes up to his 
prayers. That day had been painful ro him, the 
vehemency of his ſpirit draws him to a neglect of his 
body. The holy man climbs up to the top of Car 
mel, that now he may talk with his God alone ; nei- 
ther is he ſooner aſcended, than he caſts himfelf down 
upon the earth. He bows his knees to God, and 
bows his face down to his knees ; by this humble po- 
ſture, acknowledging his awful reſpects to that Ma- 
jeſty which he implored. We cannot proſtrate our 
bodies or ſouls too low to that infinitely glorious Dei- 
ty, who is the Creator of both. 

His thoughts were more high than his body was 
low: what he ſaid we know not, we know that what 
he ſaid opened the heavens, that for three years and 
an half had been ſhut up. God had ſaid before, J 
will ſend rain upon the earth ; yet Elijah mult pray for 
what God did promiſe. The promiſes of the Al- 
mighty do not diſcharge our prayers, but ſuppoſe 
them ; he will do what he undertakes, but we m 
ſue for that which we would have him do. Our pe- 
titions are included in the decrees, in the engage- 
ments of God. | 

The prophet had newly ſeen, and cauſed the fire 
to deſcend immediately out of heaven; he doth not 
look the water ſhould do ſo; he knew that the ran 
muſt come from the clouds, and that the clouds mult 
ariſe from vapours, and thoſe vapours from the ſea, 


thence doth he expect them: but, as not willing os 
| the 
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the thoughts of his fixed devotion ſhould be diſtracted, 
he doth not go himſelf, only ſends his ſervant to bring 
him the news of his ſucceſs. At the firſt fight nothing 
appears: ſeven times mult he walk to that proſpect, 
and not till his laſt view can diſcern ought. All that 
while is the prophet in his prayers, neither is any whit 
daunted with that delay. Hope holds up the head of 
our holy deſires, and perſeverance crowns it. If we 
receive not an anſwer to our ſuits at the ſixth motion, 
we may not be out of countenance, but muſt try the 
ſeventh. At laſt, a little cloud ariſes out of the ſea 
of an hand-breadth. So many, fo fervent prayers can- 
not but pull water out of heaven as well as fire: thoſe 
ſighs reflect upon the earth, and from the earth reflect 
upon heaven, from heaven rebound upon the fea, 
and raiſe vapours up thence to heaven again. If we 
find that our prayers are heard for the ſubſtance, we 
may not cavil at the quantity. Even an hand-broad 
cloud contents Elijah, and fills his heart full of joy 
and thankfulneſs. He knew well this meteor was 
not at the biggeſt, it was newly born of the womb of 
the waters, and in ſome minutes of age muſt grow to 
a large ſtature: ſtay but a while, and heaven is co- 
vered with it. From how ſmall beginnings have great 
matters ariſen! Ir is no otherways in all the gracious 
proceedings of God with the foul ; ſcarce ſenſible are 
thoſe firſt works of his ſpirit in the heart, which grow 
PA laſt to the wonder of men, and applauſe of an- 
gek, Ws 0 
Well did Elijah know that God, who is perfection 
elf, would not defile his hand with an imperfect and 
ſcanted favour ; as one therefore that foreſaw the face 
of heaven overſpread with this cloudy ſpot, he ſends 
to Abab to haſten his chariot, that the rain ſtop him 
not. It is long ſince Ahab feared this let; never was 
the news of a danger more welcome. Doubtleſs the 
king of I/rae/, while he was at his diet, looked long 
Ce for 


204 CONTEMPLATIONS. 


for Elijah's promiſed ſhowers; Where is the rain whoſe 
ſound the prophet heard! how is it that his ears were 
ſo much quicker than our eyes! we ſaw his fire tg 


our terror, how gladly would we fee his waters! 


When now the ſervant of Elijah brings him news from 


heaven, that the clouds were ſetting forward, and, if 


he haſtened not, would be before him; the wind 
ariſes, the clouds gather, the ſky thickens; Ahab be- 
takes him to his chariot, Elijah girds up his loins, and 
runs before him. Surely the prophet could not want 
the offer of more eaſe in his paſſage ; but he will be 
for the time Ahad's lackey, that- the king zand all / 
rael may ſee his humility no leſs than his power, and 
may confeſs. that the glory of thoſe miracles hath not 
made him infolent. He knew that his very ſight was 
monitory ; neither could Ahab's mind be beſide the 
miraculous works of God, while his eye was upon I- 
lijah ; neither could the king's heart be otherways 
than well affected towards the prophet, while he ſaw 
that himſelf, and all //-ae/, had received a new life by 
his procurement. But what news was here for Je. 
zebel / Certainly Ahab minced nothing of the report 
of all thoſe aſtoniſhing accidents ; if but to ſalve up his 
own honour, in the death of thoſe Baalites, he made 
the beſt of Eljah's merits ; he told of his challenge, 
conflict, victory, of the fire that fell down from hea- 
ven, of the conviction of MHrael, of the unavoidable 
execution of the prophets, of the prediction and fall 
of thoſe happy ſhowers, and laſtly of Elijab's off. 
cious attendance. Who would not have expected 
that Jezebel ſhould have ſaid, It is no ftriving, 10 
dallying with the Almighty? No reaſonable crea- 
4ure can doubt, after ſo prodigious a decifion ; God 
hath won us from heaven, he muſt poſſeſs us ; juſtly 
are our ſeducers periſhed ; none but the God that can 
command fire and water ſhall be ours, there is no 


_ prophet but his. But ſhe, contraxily, inſtead of re. 


lenting, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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letting, rageth ; and ſends a meſſage of death to Eli- 
jah, Go let the gods do to me, and more aljo, if I make 
net thy life as the life of one of them, by to-morrow as 
hout this time. Neither ſcourges, nor favours, can 
work any thing with the obſtinately wicked. All e- 
til hearts are not equally diſaffected to good: Ahab 
and Jezebel were both bad enough, yet Ahab yields 
to that work of God, which Jezebe/ ſtubbornly op- 
poſeth : Ahab melts with that water, with that fire, 
wherewith Jezebel is hardened ; Ahab was baſhfully, 
Jezebel audacioully impious. The weaker ſex is ever 
commonly ſtronger in paſſion, and more vehemently 
carried with the ſway of their deſires, whether to 
good or evil: ſhe {wears and ſtamps at that whereat 
ſhe ſhould have trembled ; ſhe ſwears by thoſe gods 
of hers, which were not able to fave their prophets, 
that ſhe will kill the prophet of God, who had ſcorn- 
ed her gods, and flain her prophets. 

It is well that Jezebel could not keep counſel : her 
threat preſerved him whom ſhe had meant to kill. 
The wiſdom and power of God could have found e- 
rahons for his prophet, in her greateſt ſecrecy ; but 
now, he needs no other means of reſcue but her own 
lips. She is no leſs vain than the gods ſhe ſwears by. 
In ſpite of her fury and her oath, and her gods, E- 
lyab ſhall live ; at once ſhall ſhe find herſelf fruſtrate 
and forſworn: the is now ready to bite her tongue, 
to eat her heart, for anger, at the diſappointment of 
her cruel vow. It were no living for godly men, if 
the hands of tyrants were allowed to be as bloody as 
their hearts. Men and devils are under the reſtraint 
of the Almighty ; neither are their deſigns more la- 
rſh, than their executions ſhort, 

Holy Elijah flies for his life; we hear not of the 
command of God, but we would willingly preſuppoſe 
t. So divine a prophet ſhould do dothing without 
bod: his heels were no new refuge ; as nowhere ſafe 

within 


ing a faint. It is not enough, O Elijah, God hath more 
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within the ten tribes, he flies to Beerſbeba, in the 
territories of Judah; as not there fate from the machi- 
nations of Fezebe/, he flies alone, one day's Journey, 
into the wilderneſs; there he fits him down under x 
Juniper tree, and, as weary of life no leſs than of his 
way, Wiſhes to riſe no more: It is enough now, () 
Lord, take away my life, for I am not better than my 
fathers. O ſtrange and uncouth mutation! what ig 
this we hear! Elijah fainting and giving up! that he- 


roical ſpirit dejected and proſtrate! He that durſt fay 


to Ahab's face, It is thou and thy father's houſe that 


_ troubleth Iſrael; he that could raiſe the dead, open 


and ſhut the heavens, fetch down both fire and wa- 
ter with his prayers ; he that durſt chide and conteſt 


with all 7ae/, that durſt kill the four hundred and 


fifty Baalites with the ſword, doth he ſhrink at the 
frowns and threats of a woman! doth he wiſh to be 


rid of his life, becauſe he feared to lofe it! Who can- 


expect an undaunted conſtancy from fleth and blood, 
when Elijah fails! The ſtrongeſt and holieſt ſaint upon 
earth is ſubject to ſome qualms of fear and infirmity: 
to be always and unchangeably good, is proper only to 
the glorious ſpirits in heaven. Thus the wiſe and ho- 
ly God will have his power perfected in our weakneſs. 


It is in vain for us, while we carry this fleſh about 


us, to hope for ſo exact health, as not to be caſt down 
ſor.etimes with fits of ſpiritual diſtemper. It is no 
new thing for holy men to with for death : who can 
either marvel at, or blame the deſire of advantage! 
for the weary traveller to long for reſt, the priſoner 
for liberty, the baniſhed for home, it is ſo natural, 
that the contrary diſpoſition were monſtrous. The 


benefit of the change 1s a juſt motive to our appetit | 
on; but to call for death out of a ſatiety of lite, out 


of an impatience of ſuffering, is a weakneſs unbelcem- 


work 
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work yet for thee ; thy God hath more honoured 
thee, than thy fathers, and thou ſhalt live ro honour 


um. N 

Toil and ſorrow have lulled the prophet aſleep un- 
der this juniper- tree; that wholeſome ſhade was well 
choſen for his repoſe: while death was called for, the 
cozen of death comes unbidden; the angel of God 
waits on him in that hard lodging. No wilderneſs is 
too ſolitary for the attendance of thoſe bleſſed ſpirits. 
As he is guarded, ſo is he awaked by that meſſenger 
of God, and ſtirred up from his reſt to his repaſt: 
while he ſlept, his breakfaſt is made ready for him by 
thoſe ſpiritual hands ; There was a cake baked on the 
coals, and a cruſe of water at his head. O the ne- 
ver· ceaſing care and providence of the Almighty, not 
to be barred by any place, by any condition ! When 
means are wanting to us, when we are wanting to 
ourſelves, when to God, even then doth he follow us 
with his mercy, and caſt favours upon us, beyond, 
againſt expectation! What variety of purveyance doth 
he make for his ſervant ! One while the ravens, then 


| the Sareptan, now the angel ſhall be his caterer ; 


none of them without a muracle : thoſe other provi- 
ded for him waking, this ſleeping. O God! the eye 
of thy providence is not dimmer, the hand of thy 
power is not ſhorter ; only teach thou us to ſerve 

thee, to truſt thee. | | 
Needs mult the prophet eat, and drink, and fleep, 
with much comfort, wiſile he ſaw that he had ſuch a 
guardian, attendance, purveyor; and now the ſecond 
time is he raiſed, by that happy touch, to his meal, 
and his way: Ari/e, and eat, becauſe the journey is too 
great for thee. What needed he to travel further, 
lnce that divine power. could as well protect him in the 
wilderneſs, as in Horeb? what needed he to eat, ſince 
le, that meant to ſuſtain him forty days with one 
meal, might as well have. ſuſtained him without it ? 
| God 


Elijah; once in the heatt, once in the mouth of the 
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God is a moſt free agent, neither will he be tied tg 
the terms of human regularities. It is enough that 
he knows and approves the reaſons of his own choice 
and commands: once in forty days and nights ſhall 
Elijah eat, to teach us what God can do with little 
means; and but once, to teach us what he can dg 


without means. Once ſhall the prophet eat. May 


lives by bread ; and but once, Man lives not by bread 
only, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth 
off God. Moſes, Elijah, our Saviour, faſted each of 
them forty days, and forty nights: the three great 
faſters met gloriouſly in Tabor. I find not where 
God ever honoured any man for feaſting. It is ab- 
ſtinence, not fulneſs, that makes a man capable of 
heavenly viſions, of divine glory. 

The journey was not of itſelf fo long; the pro- 
phet took thoſe ways, thoſe hours which his heart 
gave him. In the very ſame mount where Myer 
firſt ſaw God, ſhall Elijah fee him: one and the fame 
cave, as is very probable, was the receptacle to both, 
It could not be but a great confirmation of Elijah, 
to renew the ſight of thoſe ſenſible monuments of 
God's favour and protection, to his faithful prede- 
ceſſor. Moſes came to ſee God in the buth or H- 
reh. God came to find Elijah in the cave of Hoe. 
What doſt thou here, Elijah? The place was direct 
ed by a Providence, not by a command. He is hid 
ſure enough from Jezebel; he cannot be hid from 
the all-ſeeing eye of God. Whither ſhall I go from 
thy Spirit? or, whither ſhall I fly from thy pre 
fence? If I aſcend up into heaven, thou art there; 


if I make my bed in hell, behold thou art there 


If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell is 
the utmoſt parts of the ſea, even there ſhall thi 
hand find me, and thy right-hand ſhall hold ni. 
Twice hath God propounded the fame queſtion to 


cave. 


4 
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cave. Twice doth the prophet anſwer in the ſame 


words. Had the firſt anſwer fatisfied, the queſtion 
had not been re-demanded. Now, that ſullen an- 
ſwer, which Elijah gave in the darkneſs of the cave, 
is challenged into the light, not without an awful pre- 
face. The Lord firſt paſſeth by him with the terrible 
demonſtrations of his power. A great and ſtrong 
wind rent the mountains, and brake the rocks in pie- 
ces: that tearing blaſt was from God, God was not 
init; ſo was he in it as in his other extraordinary 
works 3 not ſo in it, as by it to impart himſelf to Eli- 


jah: it was the uſher, not the carriage of God. Af- 


ter the wind, came an earthquake more fearful than 
it: that did but move the air, this the earth ; that 
beat upon ſome prominences of earth, this ſhook ir 
from the centre. After the earthquake, came a fire 
more fearful than either. The other affected the ear, 
the feeling; but this lets in horror into the ſoul, by 
the eye, the quickeſt and moſt apprehenſive of the 
ſenſes. Elijah ſhall ſee God's mighty power in the 
earth, air, fire, befofe he hear him in the ſoft voice: 
al theſe are but boiſterous harbingers of wmeek and 
ſtill word. In that God was; behold! in that gentle 
and mild breath there was omnipotency ; there was 
but powerfulneſs in thoſe fierce repreſentations: there 
is not always the greateſt efficacy, where is the great- 
eſt noiſe. . God loves to make way for himſelf by ter- 
ror, but he conveys himſelf to us in ſweetneſs. It is 
happy for us, if, after the guſts and flaſhes of rhe 
law, we have heard the ſoft voice of evangelical 
mercy. Tn 

In this very mount, with the ſame horror, God had 
delivered his law to Moſes and 1/rael. It is no mar- 
rel, if Elijah wrapt his face in his mantle : his obe- 
dience draws him forth to the mouth of the cave, his 
fear ſtill hides his head. Had there not been much 
courage in the prophet's faith, hę had not ſtood out 

ei 3 theſe 
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theſe affrightful forerunners of the divine preſence, 


though with lus face covered. The very angels do 


no leſs, before that all-glorions Majeſty, than vail 
themſelves with their wings. Far be it from us, once 
to think of that infinite and omnipotent Deity, with- 
out an humble awfulneſs. 

Fear changes not the tenor of Elijab's anſwer: he 
hath net left one word behind him in the cave. / 
have been very jealous for the Lord God of hoſts, be- 
cauſe the children of Iſrael have forſaken thy core- 
nant, thrown dewn thine altars, and ſlain thy pro- 
phets with the ſecord, and I, even I only, am leſt, 
and they ſeek my life to take it away. I hear not a 
direct anſwer from the prophet to the demand of 
God; then he had ſaid, I run away from the threats 
of Jezebel, and here I hide my head from her ma- 
licious purſuit. His guiltineſs would not let him 
ſpeak out all: he had rather ſay, I have been mure 
jealous for the Lord God of hoſts, then I was fearful 
of Jezebel, We are all willing to make the beſt of our 
own caſe ; but what he wants of his own accuſation, 
he ſpends upon the complaint of Iſrael. Neither 
doth he more bemoan himſelf, than exclaim againſt 
them, as apoſtates from God's covenant, violaters 
of his altars, murderers of his prophets. Ir mult 
needs be a deſperate condition of 1/rael, that drives 
Elijah to indict them before the throne of God. 
Thar tongue of his was uſed to plead for them, to fue 


for their pardon; it could not be but a forcible wicked- 


neſs that makes it their accuſer. Thoſe idolatrous 
{/raelites were well forward to reformation : the fire 
and rain from heaven, at the prayers of E/tjah, had 
won them to a fcorn of Baal,; only the violence of 
.Fezebel turned the ſtream, and now they are re-ſettled 
m impiety, and perſecute him for an enemy, whom 
they almoſt adored for a benefactor, otherways Et 


Jah had not complaiaed of what they had been. i: 
Wou 
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would think it? Fezebel can do more than Elijah. 
No miracle is ſo prevalent with the vulgar, as the 
ſway of authority, whether to good or evil. F 

Thou art deceived, O Elijah, thou art not left 
alone; neither is all Vrael tainted. God hath chil- 
dren and prophets in Iſrael, though thou ſee them 
not: thoſe clear eyes of the ſeer diſcern not the ſe- 
cret ſtore of God; they looked not into Obadiah's 
cares, they looked not into the cloſets of the religi- 
ous Iſraelites. He, that fees the heart, can ſay, 
have left me ſeven thouſand in Iſrael, all the knees 
which have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth 
which hath not kiſſed him. According to the faſhi- 
on of the wealthy, God pleaſeth himſelf in hidden 
treaſures z it is enough that his own eyes behold his 
riches. Never did he, never will he leave himſelf 
unfurniſhed with holy clients, in the midſt of the 
fouleſt depravations of his church. The ſight of his 
faithful ones hath ſometimes been loſt, never the be- 
ing. Do your worlt, O ye gates of hell, God will 
haye his own. He, that could have more, will have 
ſome: that foundation is ſure, God knoweth who are 
his, 

It was a true cordial for Elijab's ſolitarineſs, that 
he had ſeyen thouſand inviſible abettors ; neither is 
it a ſmall comfort to our weakneſs, to have compani- 
ons in good, For the wickedneſs of rael God hath 
another receipt, the oil of royal and prophetical 
unction; Elijah muſt anoint Hazael king of Syria, 
ſebu king of Iſrael, F/i/ſha for his ſucceſſor. All 
theſe ſhall revenge the quarrels of God, and him; 
one ſhall begin, the other ſhall proſecute, the third 
tall perfect the vengeance upon //rael. * 

A prophet ſhall avenge the wrongs done to a pro- 
phet. Eliſha is found, not in his ſtudy, but in the 
held; not with a book in his hand, but a plough. 
His father Shaphat was a rich farmer in Abel-meholah, 

D d 2 him: 
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himſelf was a good huſbandman, trained up, not in 


the ſchools of the prophets, but in the thrifty trade 


of tillage; and behold, this was the man whom God 


will pick out of all //rae/ for a prophet : God ſeeth 
not as man ſeeth; neither doth he chuſe men becauſe 
they are fit, but therefore fits them, becauſe he hath 
choſen them: his call is above all earthly inſtitution. 

I hear not of ought that Elijah ſaid ; only he caſts 
his cloak upon Eliſha in the paſſage : that mantle, 


that act was vocal. Together with this ſign, God's 


inſtinct teacheth this amazed fon of Shaphat, that he 
was deſigned to an higher work, to break up the fal- 
low-grouhd of [/rae/ by his prophetical function. 
He finds a ſtrange virtue in that robe; and, as if his 
heart were changed with that habit, forgets his team, 
and runs after Elijah; and ſues for the leave of a 
farewel to his parents, ere he had any but a dumb 
command to follow. The ſecret call of God offers an 
inward force to the heart, and inſenſibly draws us 
beyond the power of our reſiſtance. Grace is no e- 
nemy to good nature: well may the reſpe&s to our 
earthly parents ſtand with our duties to our Father 
in heaven. I do not ſee Eliſba wring his hands, and 
deplore his condition that he ſhall leave the world, 


and follow a prophet, but, for the joy of that change, 


he makes a feait : thoſe oxen, thoſe utenſils of hul- 
bandry, whereon his former labours had been be- 
{towed, ſhall now be gladly devoted to the celebra- 
tion of that happy day, wherein he is honoured with 
ſo bleſſed an employment. If with defire, if with 
cheerfulneſs we do not enter into the works of our 
heavenly Maſter, they are not like to proſper in our 
hands. He is not worthy of this fpiritual ſtation, 
who holds not the ſervice of God his higheſt, lis 
richeſt preferment. 


BOOK 


9 


= 7 @ — Bd oa G mn „ Ray 


KO! f.21g%) 
BOOK NINETEENTH. 


CoNTEM. I. AAB and BENHADAD. 


Tame, is nothing more dangerous for any 


ſtate, than to call in foreign powers, for the 
ſuppreſſing of an home-bred enemy; the re- 
medy hath oft, in this caſe, proved worſe than the diſ- 
eaſe. Aſa king of Judah implores the aid of Benha- 
dad the Syrian, againſt Baaſba king of Iſrael. That 
ſtranger hath good colour to ſet his foot in ſome out- 
ſkirt towns of //rae/ ; and now theſe ſerve him but 
for the handſel of more. Such ſweetneſs doth that E- 
domite find in the foil of rael, that his ambition will 
not take up with leſs than all: he, that entered as a 
friend, will proceed as a conqueror ; and now aims 
at no leſs than Samara itſelf, the heart, the head of 
the ten tribes. There was no cauſe to hope for bet- 
ter ſucceſs of ſo perfidious a league with an infidel. 
Who can look for other than war, when he ſecs Ahab 
and Jezebel in the throne, Mael in the groves and 
temples of Baalim The ambition of Benhadad was 
not ſo much guilty of this war, as the idolatry of that 
wicked nation. How can they expect peace from 
earth, who do wilfully fight againſt heaven ? Rather 
will the God of hoſts arm the brute, the ſenſeleſs 
creatures againſt 7/rae/, than he will ſuffer their de- 
fiance unrevenged. Ahab and Benhadad are well 
matched, an-idofatrous Mraelite with a paganiſh Idu- 
mean : well may God plague each with other, who 
means vengeance to them both. Ahab finds himſelf 
hard preſſed with the ſiege, and therefore is glad to 
enter into treaties of peace. Benhadad knows his own 
ſtrength, and offers inſolent conditions, Thy ſilver 
end thy gold is mine, thy wives alſo and thy chil- 
dren, even the goodlieſt are mine. It is a fearful 
ching to be in the mercy of an enemy; in caſe of 
hoſti- 
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hoſtility, might will carve for itſelf. Ahab now, al. 
ter the diviſion of Judah, was but half a king. Ben. 
hadad had two and thirty kings to attend him: wha; 
equality was in this oppoſition ? - Wiſely doth 4045 
therefore, as a reed in a tempeſt, ſtoop to this yio- 
lent charge of ſo potent an enemy. My lord, 0 
hing, according to thy ſaying, I am thine, and all 
that I have. It is not for the over-powered to capi- 


tulate. Weakneſs may not argue, but yield. Ty. 


ranny is but drawn on by ſubmiſſion ; and where 
it finds fear and dejection, inſulteth. Benhadad, not 
content with the ſovereignty of Ahab's goods, calls 
for the poſſeſſion: Ahab had offered the dominion, 
with reſervation of his ſubordinate intereſt ; he will 
be a tributary, ſo he may be an owner. Benbadad 
imperiouſly, beſides the command, calls for the pro- 


priety, and ſuffers not the king of 1/rael to enjoy 


thoſe things at all, which he would enjoy but under 
the favour of that predominancy. Over-ſtrained ſub- 
jection turns deſperate. If conditions be. impoſed 
worſe than death, there needs no long diſputation of 
the remedy. The elders of rael, whoſe ſhare was 
proportional in this danger, hearten Ahab to a de- 
vial; which yet comes out ſo feartully, as that it ap- 
pears rather extorted by the peremptory indignation 
of the people, than proceeding out of any generoſity 
of his ſpirit ; neither doth he fay, I will not, but, ] 
may not. The proud Syrian, who would have taken 
it in foul ſcorn to be denied, though he had ſent for 
all the heads of Iſrael, ſnuffs up the wind like the wild 
aſs in the wilderneſs, and brags, and threats, and 
ſwears; The gods do ſo to me, and more alſo, if 


the duſt of Samaria ſhall ſuffice for handfuls for all 


the people that follow. me. Not the men, not the 
goods only of Samaria ſhall be carried away captive, 
but the very earth whereon it ſtands ; and this, wit 


how much eaſe? No ſoldier ſhall need to be charged 
ay Ob, wich 
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with more than an handful, to make a valley where 
the mother-city of //rael once ſtood. O vain boaſter! 
in whom I know not whether pride or folly be more 
eminent. Victory is to be atchieved, not to be ſworn 
future events are no matter of an oath : thy gods, if 
they had been, might have been called as witneſſes 
of thy intentions, not of that ſucceſs whereof thou 
wouldſt be the author without them. Thy gods can 
do nothing to thee, nothing for thee, nothing for 
themſelves ! All thine Aramites ſhall not carry away 
one corn of fand out of Mrael, except it be upon the 
ſoles of their feet, in their ſhameful flight: it is well, 
if they can carry back thoſe ſkins that they brought 
thither. Let not him, that girdeth on his harneſs, 
braſt himſelf as he that putteth it off. There is no 
cauſe to fear that man that truſts in himſelf. Man 
may caſt the dice of war, but the diſpoſition of them 
is of the Lord. | 

Ahab was lewd, but Benhadad was inſolent: if 
therefore Ahab ſhall be ſcourged with the rod of Ben- 
hadad's fear, Benhadad ſhall be ſmitten with the 
ſword of Ahab's revenge. Of all things, God will not 
endure a preſumptuous and ſelf-confident vaunter ; 
after Elijab's flight and complaint, yet a prophet is 


8 addrefled to Ahab, Thus ſaith the Lord, haſt thou 
ſeen all this great multitude? behold, I will deliver 


it into thine hand this day, and thou ſhalt know 
that I am the Lord. Who can wonder enough at 
this unweariable mercy of God? After the fire and 
ran fetched miraculouſly from heaven, A had 
promiſed much, performed nothing, yet again will 
God bleſs and ſolicit him with victory: one of thoſe 
prophets, whom he perſecuted to death, ſhall comfort 
his dejection with the news of his deliverance and tri- 
umph. Had this great work been wrought without 
premonition, either chance, or Baal, or the golden 
calves had carried away the thanks. Before-hand 

therefore 
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therefore ſhall Ahab know both the author and the 
means of his victory; God for the author, the two 
hundred thirty rwo young men of the princes for the 
means; what are theſe for the van-guard, and ſeyen 
thouſand Iſraelites for the main battle, againſt the 
troops of three and thirty kings, and as many centy- 
ries of Syrians as 1/rael had fingle ſoldiers? An equa- 
lity of number had taken away the wonder of the e. 
vent; but now, the God of hoſts will be confeſſed 
in this iſſue, not the valour of men. How indifferent 
is it with thee, O Lord, to fave by many or by fey, 
to deſtroy many or few! A world is no more to thee 


than a man: how caſy is it for thee to enable us to 


be more than conquerors over principalities and poy- 
ers; to ſubdue ſpiritual wickedneſs to fleſh and blood! 
Through thee we can do great things; yea, we can 


do all things through thee that ſtrengtheneſt us. Let 


us not want faith, we are ſure there can be no want 
in thy power or mercy. 

There was nothing in Benhadad”s pavilions but 
drink, and ſurfeit, and jollity, as if wine ſhould make 
way for blood. Security is the certain uſher of de- 
ſtruction. We never have ſo much caule to fear, as 
when we fear nothing. This handful of //rae/ dares 
look out, upon the prophet's aſſurance, to the vat 
hoſt of Benhadad. It is enough for that proud Pagan 
to fit ſtill, and command amongſt his cups. To de- 
file their fingers with the blood of ſo few, ſeemed no 
maſtery ; that act would be inglorious on the part o 
the victors: more eaſily might they bring in three 
heads of dead enemies, than one alive. Imperioully 
enough therefore doth this boaſter, out of his chai 
of ſtate and eaſe, command, Whether they be com! 
out for peace, take them alive, or whether they be 
come out for war, take them alive: there needs n 
more, but, Take them ; this field is won with a word. 


O the vain and ignorant preſumptions of _ 
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ed men that will be reckoning without, againſt their 
Maker. 

Every Iſtaelite kills his man; the Syrians fly, and 
cannot run away from death: Benhadad and his kings 
are more beholden to their horſes than to their gods, 


or themſelves, for life and ſafety, elſe they had been 


either taken or ſlain, by thoſe whom they command- 
ed to be taken. | | 

How ealy is it for him that made the heart to fill 
it with terror and conſternation, even where no fear 
is! Thoſe whpm God hath deſtined to flaughter, he 
will mite; neither needs he any other enemy or exe- 
cutioner, than what he -finds in their own boſom : 
we are not the maſters of our own courage or fears 
both are put into us by that over-ruling power chat 
created us. Stay now, O ſtay, thou great king of 
Hria, and take with thee thoſe forgotten handfuls of 
the duſt of //rael; thy gods will do ſo to thee, and 
more alfo, it thy followers return without their vow- 
ed burden. Learn now of the deſpiſed king of 1/rael, 
from henceforth, not to ſound the triumph before the 
battle, not to boaſt thyſelf in the girding on of thine 
harneſs, as in the putting off. | 

| hear not of either the public thankſgiving, or a- 
mendment of Ahab. Neither danger nor victory can 
change him from himſelf. Benhadad and he, though 
enemies, agree in unrepentance; the one is no more 
moved with mercy, than the other with judgment: 
neither is God any changeling in his proceedings to- 
wards both; his judgment ſhall {till follow the Syrian, 
his mercy 1/rae/; mercy, both in forewarning and re- 
delivering Ahab; judgment, in overthrowing Benha- 
dad. The prophet of God comes again, and both 
foretels the intended re- encounter of the Syrian, and 
adviſe the care and preparation of 1/rae/: Go ſtrengthen 
thyſelf, and mark, and ſee what thou deft ; for, at 
the return of the year, the king of Syria <vill come up 

E e 


against 


the merciful intentions of God towards them may not 


ning of a foiled enemy; the thame of a former diſgrace 


that their ceſſation was only for their advantage. Nei. 


can as buſily prepare for their reſiſtance, as they do 


tlie grief and indignation of Benhadad's foil, his para. 


of the hills. Ignorant Syrians, that name gods and 


- ations : they ſaw that Samarid, whence they were re- 
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againſt thee. God purpoſeth the deliverance df I 
rael, yet may not they negle& their fortifications: 


make them careleſs ; the induſtry and courage ef the 
Ifraelites fall within the decree of their victory. Se. 
curity is the bane of good ſucceſs. It is no contem. 


and miſcarriage whets his valour, and ſharpens it to 
revenge. No power is ſo dreadful as that which is 
recollected from an overthrow. 

The hoſtility againſt the //rae/ of God may ſlech, 
but will hardly die. If the 4Aramites fit (till, it is bur 
till they be fully ready for an aſſauſt; time will fen 


ther is it atherways with our fpiritual adverſaries; 
ſometimes their onſets are intermitted ; they tempt not 
always, they always hate us: their forbearance is not 
out of favour, but attendance of opportunity, Hap- 
Py are we, if, out of a ſuſpicion of their ſilence, ve 


for our impugnation. | 
As it is a ſhame to be beaten, ſo yet the fhame i; 
Jeſs by how much the victor is greater; to mitigate 


fites aſcribe it to gods, not to men; an human power 
could no more have vanquiſhed him, than a divine 
power could by him be refifted : heir gods are gut 


confine them, varying their deities according to fitb- 


pelled, ſtood upon the hill of SH mer; they ſaw the 
temple of Feru/alem ſtood upon mount Sion; they 
knew it uſual with the 1ſraelites to ſacrifice in their 
high places, and perhaps they had heard of Eu 
altar upon mount Carmel, and now they ſottiſhly 
meaſure the effects of the power by the place of the 
worſhip, as if he, that was omnipotent on the bil, 
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as impotent in the valley. What doltiſh conceits 
doth blind paganiſm frame to itſelf of a godhead ? as 
they'have many gods, fo finite; every region, every 
hill, every dale, every ſtream, hath their ſeveral gods, 
and each ſo knows his own bounds, that he dares not 
offer to encroach upon the other; or, if he do, buys 


it with loſs. Who would think that fo groſs blockiſh- 
neſs ſhould find harbour in a reaſonable ſoul! A man 
doth not alter with his (tation ; he, that wreſtled ſtrong- 


y upon the hill, loſeth not his force in the plain; all 


places find him alike active, alike valourous: yet theſe 
harbarous Aramites ſhame not to imagine that of God, 
which they would bluth to affirm of their own cham- 
pions. Superſtition infatuates the heart out of mea- 
jure; neither is there any fancy ſo abſurd or mon- 
ſtrous, which credulous infidelity is not ready to en- 
tertain with applauſe. 

In how high ſcorn doth God take it, to be thus baſe- 
ly under-valued by rude heathens ! This very iniſ- opi- 
nion concerning the God of 1/rael ſhall coſt the Syri- 
ans a ſhameful and perfect deſtruction ; they may call 
a council of war, and lay their heads together, and 
change their kings into captains, and the hills into 
valleys, but they ſhall find more graves in the plains 
than in the mountains. This very miſpriſon of God 
ſhall make Ahab, though» he were more lewd, victo- 
nous: an hundred thouſand Syrians ſhall fall in one 
dy by thoſe few hands of //rae/; and a dead wall 
in 4þhet,-to- whoſe ſhelter they fled, ſhall revenge 
God upon the reſt that remained. The ſtones in the 
wall ſhall rather turn executioners, than a blaſphe- 
mous Aramite ſhall eſcape unrevenged ! So much doth 
the jealous God hate to be robbed of his glory, even 
by ignorant Pagans, whoſe tongues might ſeem no flan- 
der. That proud head of Benhadad, that ſpoke ſuch 
big words of the duſt of 1/-act, and ſwore by his gods, 
that he would kill and conquer, is now glad to hide 

1 itſelf 
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itſelf in a blind hole of Aphet ; and now, inſtead of 


queſtioning the power of the God of 1/rael, is glad 
to hear the mercy of the kings of //rae! ; Behyld 


now, we have heard that the kings of the houſe of 
Iſrael are merciful kings ; let, us, I pray thee, put 


ſackcloth on our loins, and ropes on our heads, and go 


out to the king of Iſrael, peradventure he will ſave 
thy life. 

There can be no more powerful attractive of hum- 
ble ſubmiſſion, than the intimation and conceit of mer- 
cy; we do at once fear, and hate the inexorable. 
This is it, O Lord, that allures us to thy throne of 
grace, the knowledge of the grace of that throne! 
with thee is mercy and plenteous redemption : thine 
hand is open before our .mouths, before our hearts, 
If we did not ſee thee {mile upon ſuiters, we durſt not 
preſs to thy footſtool. Behold now, we know that 
the king of heaven, the God of //rael, is a merciful 
God; let us put ſackloth upon our loins, and ftrey 
aſhes upon our heads, and go meet the Lord God of 
1frael, that he may ſave our fouls. | 

How well doth this habit become inſolent and blaſ- 
phemous Benhadad and his followers, a rope and 
ſackcloth ! a rope for a crown, ſackcloth for a robe! 
Neither is there leſs change in the tongue, Thy /er- 
vant Benhadad ſaith, I pray thee lat me live; even 
now the king of //rael ſaid to Benhadad, My bord, 
O king, I am thine; tell my lord the king, all that 
thou didſt ſend for to thy ſervant, I will de: Now 
Benhadad ſends to the king of Iſrael, Thy ſervant 
Benhadad ſaith, I pray thee let me live. He that 
was erewhile a lord and king, is now a ſervant; 
and he that was a ſervant to the king of Syria, is now 
his lord: he that would blow away all Ie in dull, 
is now glad to beg for his own life at the door of a 
deſpiſed enemy. No courage is fo haughty, ** 

the 
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the God of hoſts cannot eafily bring under; what 
are men or devils in thoſe Almighty hands! 

The greater the dejection was, the ſtronger was 
the motive of commiſeration ; that halter pleaded for 
life, and that plea, but for a life, ſtirred the bowels 
for favour. How readily did Ahab ſee, in Benhadad's 
ſudden miſery, the image of the inſtability of all hu- 
man things, and relents at the view of ſo deep and 
paſſionate a ſubmiſſion! Had not Benhadad ſaid, 
Thy ſervant, Ahab had never ſaid, My brother : ſel- 
dom ever was there loſs in humility. How much leſs 
can we fear diſparagement in the annihilating of our- 


ſelves before that infinite Majeſty | The drowning 


man ſnatches at every twig ; it is no marvel if the 
meſſengers of Benhadad catch haſtily at that laſt of 
grace, and holds it faſt, Thy brother Benhadad. Fa- 
yours are wont to draw on each other; kindneſſes 
breed on themſelves; neither need we any other per- 
ſuaſions to beneficence, than from our own acts. A- 
hab calls for the king of Syria, ſets him in his own 
chariot, treats with him kr an ealy yet firm league, 
gives him borh his life and his kingdom. Neither is 
the crown of Syria ſooner loſt than recovered ; only 
ae, that came a free prince, returns tributary ; only 
his train is clipped too ſhort for his wings; an hun- 
dred twenty-ſeven thouſand Syrians are abated. of his 
guard homeward. Blaſphemy hath eſcaped too well. 
Ahab hath at once peace with Benhadad, war with 
God; God proclaims if by his herald, one of the ſons 
of the prophets; not yet in his own form, bur diſgui- 
ſed, both in faſhion and complaint: it was a ſtrange 
ſuit of a prophet, Smite me I pray thee : many a pro- 
phet was ſmitten and would not, never any but this 
wiſhed to be ſmitten. The reſt of his fellows were 
glad to ſay, Save me; this only ſays, Smite me. His 
honeſt neighbour, out of love and reverence, for- 
bears to ſtrike: there are too many, thinks he, that 

ſmite 
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ſmite the prophets, though I refrain; what wrong 
haſt thou done that I ſhould repay with blows? Hadit 
thou ſued for a favour, I could not have denied thee; 
now thou ſueſt for thine hurt, the denial is a favour. 
Thus he thought, but charity cannot excuſe diſobe- 
dience. Had the man of God called for blows upon 

his own head, the refuſal had been juſt and thank- 
worthy ; but now that he ſay s, In the word of the 
Lord ſmite me, this kindneſs is deadly: Becauſe thay 
haſt not obeyed the voice of the Lord, behofd, as foo 
as thou art departed from me, a lien ſhall 2 thee, 
It is not for us to examine the charges of the Almigh- 
ty; be they never ſo harſh or improbable, if they 
be once known for his, there is no way but obedience 
or death. Not to ſmite a prophet, when God com- 
mands, is no leſs fin than to ſmite a prophet when 
God forbids. It is the divine precept or prohibition 
that either makes or aggravates an evil: and if the 
Ifraelite be thus revenged that ſmote not a prophet, 

what ſhall become of Ahab that ſmote not Benhadad! 

Every man is not thus indulgent, an eafy requeſt 
wilt gain blows to a prophet from the next hand, yea, 
and a wound in ſmiting. I know not whether it 
were -an harder taik for the prophet to require a 
wound, than for a well-meaning 1/-aelite to give it; 
both muſt be done: the prophet hath what he would, 
what he muſt will, a ſight of his own blood; and now 
diſguiſed kerewith, and with aſhes upon his face, he 
waylays the king of //ael, and ſadly complains of 
himſelf in a real parable, for diſmiſſing a Syrian pri- 
ſoner delivered to his hands, upon no leſs charge 
than his life, and ſoon receives ſentence of death 
from his own mouth; well was that wound beſtow- 
ed that ſtruck Ahab's ſoul through the fleſh of tlie 
prophet : the diſguiſe is removed, the king fees not 2 
ſoldier but a feer ; and now finds that he hath un 


wares - paſſed ſentence upon himſelf, There needs 
no 
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no other doom than from the lips of the offender : 
Thus ſaith the Lord, Becauſe thou haft let go out of 
thy hand, à man whom I appointed ts utter deſtructi- 
mn, therefore thy life ſhall go for his life, and thy 
jeaple for his people. Had not Ahab known the will 
of God concerning Benhadad, that had been mer- 
cy to an enemy, which was now cruelty to himſelf, 
to Iſrael. His ears had heard of the blaſphemies of 
that wicked tongue. His eyes had fcen God go be- 
fore him, in the example of that revenge. No 
prince can ſtrike ſo deep into his ſtate, as in not ſtri- 
ling: in private favour there may be public unmer- 
eifulneſs. 


CoN TE M. 1. An AR and NABO TR. 


N ABoTH had a fair vineyard; it had been bet- 
ter for him to have had none; "his" vineyard 
yielded him the bitter grapes of death. Many a one 
hath been ſold to death by his lands and goods; wealth, 
hath been a ſnare, as to the ſoul, ſo to the life: why 
do we call thoſe goods, which are many times the 
bane of the owner ? Nabeth's vineyard lay near to 
the court of : Z2zebel ; it had been better for him it 
had been planted in the wilderneſs. Doubtleſs this 
vicinity made it more commodious to the poſſeſſor, 
but more envious and unfafe. It was now the per- 
petual object of an evil eye, and ſtirred thoſe deſires 
which could neither be well denied, nor ſatisfied: 
eminency is ſtill joined with peril, obſcurity with 
peace. There can be no worſe annoyance to an in- 
heritance, than the greatneſs of an evil neighbour- 
hood. Nabath's vines ſtood too near the ſmoke of 
Jerebel's chimneys, too much within the proſpect of 
Hab's window. Now, lately, had the king of J/- 
rael been twice victorious over the Syrians ; no ſooner 
5 he returned home, than he is overcome with cvil 

8 — deſires; 
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deſires; the foil he gave was not worſe than that he 
took. There is more true glory in the conqueſt gf 
our luſts, than in all bloody trophies. In vain ſhall 


Ahab boaſt of ſubduing a foreign enemy, while he i; 


ſubdued by a domeſtic enemy within his own breaſt: 
opportunity and convenience is guilty of many a theft, 
Had not this ground lain ſo fair, Ahab had not been 
tempted; his eye lets in this evil gueſt into the foul, 


which now dares come forth at the mouth: Give 


me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden 
of herbs, becauſe it is near to my houſe, and I will 

ive thee a better vineyard for it; or, if it ſcem gad 
to thee, I will give thee the worth of it in money, 
Yet had Ahab ſo much civility and juſtice, tak 
would not wring Naboth's patrimony out of his 
hands by force, but requires it upon a fair com- 
poſition, whether of price, or of exchange. His go- 
yernment was vicious, not tyranmcal-: propricty of 

oods was inviolably maintained by him; no Jeſs was 
Naboth allowed to claim a right in his vineyard, than 
Ahab in his palace. This we owe to lawful ſovereigu- 
ty to call ought our own ; and well worthy is this pi. 
vilege to be repaid with all humble and loyal reſpech. 
The motion of Ahab, had it been ro any other than 
ar Iſraelite, had been as juſt, equal, reaſonable, as 
the repulſe had been rude, churliſh, inhumane. It 
is fit that princes ſhould receive due ſatisfaction in the 
juſt demands, not only of their neceſſities, but con- 
venience and pleaſure ; well may they challenge this 


retribution to the benefit of our common peace and 


protection. If there be any ſweetneſs in our vine- 
yards, any ſtrength in our fields, we may thank their 
ſcepters; juſtly may they expect from us the commo- 
dity, the delight of their habitation; and if we glad. 
ly yield to their full elbow- room, both of their ſite and 
proviſion, we can be no other than ungrateful. Yet 


dares not Naboth give any other anſwer to ſo plauſible 


4 motion, 
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a motion, than, The Lord forbid it me, that I ſhould 
iwe thee the inheritance of my fathers. The ho- 
neſt 1/raelite ſaw violence in this ingenuity : there 
are no ſtronger commands than the requeſt of the 
great. It is well that Ahab will not wreſt away this 
patrimony it is not well that he deſired it; the land 
was not ſo much ſtood upon as the law. One earth 
might be as good as another, and money equivalent 
to either ; the Lord had forbidden to alien their in- 
heritance. Nabeth did not fear loſs, but fin ; what 
Nabetb might not lawfully do, Aha might not law- 
fully require: it pleaſed God to be very punctual 
and cautelous, both in the diſtinction and preſerya- 
tion of the entireneſs of theſe Few:/h inheritances. 
Nothing but extreme neceſſity might warrant a fale 
of land, and that but for a time: if not ſooner, yet, at 
the jubilee, it mult revert to the firſt owner. It was 
not without a comfortable ſignification, that whoſo- 
erer had once his part in the land of promiſe, could 
never loſe it. Certainly Aha» could not but know 
this divine reſtriction, yet doubts not to ſay, Give 
me thy vineyard. The unconſcionable will know 
no other law, but their profit, their pleaſure. A 
lawleſs greatneſs hates all limitations, and abides not 
to hear men ſhould need any ocher warrant but will. 

Nabeth dares not be thus tractable. How gladly 
would he be quit of his inherirance, if God would 
acquit him from the fin? not out of wilfulneſs, but 
obedience, doth this faithful MHaelite hold of from 
this demand of his ſovereign, not daring to pleaſe an 
earthly king, with of fending the heavenly. When 


princes command lawful things, God commands by 


them; when unlawful, they command againſt God: 
paſhve obedience we muit give, active we may not; 


we follow them as ſubordinate, not as oppoſite to the 
higheſt. | 
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Who cannot but ſee and pity the ſtraits of honeſt 
Naboth? Ahab requires what God forbids ; he muſt 
fall out either with his God, or his king. Conſcience 
carries him againſt policy, and he reſolved not to fin, 
that he might be gracious : for a world he may not 
give his vineyard. Thoſe, who are themſelves god- 
leſs, think the holy care of others but idly ſcrupulous, 
The king of I/rae/ could not chute but fee, that only 
God's prohibition lay in the way of his deſigns, not 
the ſtomach of a froward ſubject; yet he goes away 
into his houſe heavy and diſpleaſed, and caſts himſelf 
down upon his bed, turns away his face, and refuſes 
his meat ; he, hath taken a ſurfeit of Navot/h's grapes 
which mars his appetite, and threats his life. How 
ill can great hearts endure to be croſſed, though upon 
the moſt reaſonable and juſt grounds. Ahat's place 
called him to the guardianthip of God's law; and now 
his heart is ready to break, that this pareel of that 
law may not be broken. No marvel if he made not 
dainty to tranſgreſs a local ſtatute of God, who did 
ſo ſhamefully violate the eternal law of both tables. 

I knaw not whether the ſpleen, or the gall of 
Ahab be more affected; whether more of anger or 
grief, I cannot ſay ; but fick he is, and keeps his 
bed, and balks his meat, as if he ſhould die of no 
other death, than the falads that he would have had. 
O the impotent paſſion, and inſatiable deſires of eo- 
vetouſneſs! Ahab is lord and king of all the territo- 
ries of Iſrael, Naboth is the owner of one poor vine- 
yard; Ahab cannot enjoy 1/rael, if Nabotb enjoy his 
vineyard, Beſides Samaria, Ahab was the great lord 
paramount of Damaſcus and all Syria, the victor of 
him that was attended with two and thirty kings. 
Naboth was a plain townſman of Jezreel, the good 
huſband of a little vineyard. Whether is the wealthier! 
I do not hear Naboth with for any thing of Ahad's; 


I hear Ahab wiſhing, not without indignation of 2 
| | repulſe, 
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repulſe, for ſomewhat from Nabeth'. Riches and po- 
verty is no more in the heart than in the hand: he 
js wealthy that is contented: he is poor that wanteth 
more. O rich Nabeth, that careit not tor all the 
large poſſeſſions of Ahab, ſo thou mayeſt be the lord 
of thine own vineyard! O miſerable 4hab, that careſt 
not for thine own poſſeſſions, while thou mayeſt not 
be the !ord of Nabeth's vineyard ! x 
lle, that cauſed the diſcaſe, {ends him a phyſician. 
Satan knew of old how, to make uſe of ſuch helpers. 
Jezebel comes to Ahab's bed-lide, and caſts cold wa- 
ter in his face, and puts into him ſpirits of her own 
extracting: Doft thou new govern the kingdom of I- 
rael? Ariſe, eat bread, and let thine heart be mer- 
ry, I vill give thee the vineyard of Naboth. Ahab 
wanted neither wit nor wickedneſs; yet is he in both 
a very novice to this Sidonian dame. There needs 
no other devil than Fezebe/, whether to project evil, 
or to work it. She chides the puſillanimity of her 
dejected huſband, and perſuades him his rule can- 
not be free, unleſs it be licentious; that there ſhould 
be no bounds for ſovercignty, but will. Alread 
hath ſhe contrived to have, by fraud and force, what 
was denied to entreaty. Nothing needs but the 
name, but the ſeal of Ahab; let her alone with the 
reſt, How preſent are the wits of the weaker ſex 
for the deviling of wickedneſs! ſhe frames a letter in 
4hab's name to the ſenators of Jezree/, wherein ſhe 
uires them ro proclaim a faſt, io ſuborn two falſe 
witneſſes againſt Naboth, to charge him with blaſphe- 
my againſt God and the king, to ſtone him to death; 
a ready payment for a rich vineyard. Whoſe indig- 
nation riſeth not, to hear Jezebs/ name à fait! The 
great contemners of the moſt important laws of God, 
yet can be content to make uſe of ſome divine both 
ſtatutes and cuſtoms, for their own advantage. She 
knew the Hraelites had N much remainder of grace, 
{ 2 38 
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as to hold blaſphemy worthy of death: ſhe knew 
their manner was to expiate thoſe crying ſins with 
public humiliation ; ſhe knew that two. witneſſes at 
leaſt muſt caſt the offender: all theſe ſhe urges to her 
own purpoſe. There is no miſchief ſo deviliſh, as 
that which is cloaked with piety. Simulation of ho- 
lineſs doubleth a villany. This murder had not been 
half ſo foul, if it had not been thus mafked with a re- 
ligious obſervation, Beſides devotion, what a fair 
pretence of legality is here ! blaſphemy againſt God 
and his anointed may not paſs unrevenged. The of- 
fender 1s convented 3 the ſad and ſevere bench 
of magiſtracy; the juſtice of Mrael allows not to con- 
demn an abſent, an unheard malefactor. Witneſles 
come forth, and agree in the intentation of ths 
crime ; the judges rend their garments, and ftrike 
their breaſts as grieved, not more for the fin than 
the puniſhment : their very countenance muſt ſay, 
Nabeth ſhould not die, if his offence did not force 
our juſtice ; and now, he is no good ſubject, po true 
Maelite, that hath not a ſtone for Naboth. 

Fezebel knew well to whom ſhe wrote. Fad nat 
thoſe letters fallen upon the times of a woful degene- 
ration of 1/rael, they had received no lefs ſtrong de- 
nials from the elders, than Ahab had from Nabeth. 
God forbid, that the ſenate of Jezreel ſhould forge e 
perjury, belie truth, condemn innocency, brutk corrup- 
tion. Command juſt things, we are ready to die in 
the zeal of our obedience, we dare not imbrue our 
hands in the blood of an innocent. 

But ſhe knew whom ſhe had engaged, whom the 
had marred, by making conſcious. + It were ſtrange, 
if, they, who can countenance eyil with greatnels, 
ſhould want factors for the unjuſteſt deſigns. Mile- 
rable is that people, whoſe rulers, inſtead of puniſht- 
ing, plot and encourage wickedneſs ; when a diſtila- 
tion of evil falls from the head, upon the lungs cf 
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zoy ſtate, there muſt needs follow a deadly conſump- 


Yet perhaps there wanted not ſome colour of pre- 
tence for this proceeding ; they could not but hear, 
that ome words had paſſed betwixt the king and Na- 
bath: haply it was ſuggeſted, that Naboth had fe- 
cretly over-laſhed into ſaucy and conremptuous terms 
to his ſoyereign, ſuch as neither might be well born, 
nor yet, by reaſon of their privacy, legally convin- 
ced. The bench of 7ezrce/ thould but ſupply a form 
to the juſt matter and deſert of condemnation ; what 
was it for them to give their hand to this obſcure 
midwifery of juſtice ? it is enough that their king is 
an accuſer and witneſs of that wrong, which only 
their ſentence can formally revenge. All this cannot 
waſh their hands from the guilt of blood ; if juſtice 
de blind, in reſpect of partiality, ſhe may not be blind 
in reſpe& of the grounds of execution. Had Naboth 
been a blaſphemer, or a zraitor, yet theſe men were 
no better than murderers. What difference is there 
betwixt the ſtroke of magiſtracy, and of man-ſlaugh- 
ter, but due conviction? 

Wickedneſs never ſpake out of a throne, and com- 
plained of the defect of inſtruments. Naboth was, it 
ſeems, ſtrictly conſcionable, his fellow- citizens looſe 
and lawleſs; they are glad to have gotten ſuch an 
opportunity of diſpatch. No clavſe of Ahab's let- 
ter is not obſerved ; a faſt is warned, the city is aſ- 
ſembled, Naboth is convented, accuſed, confronted, 
lentenced, ſtoned. His vineyard is eſcheated to the 
crown; Ahab takes fpeedy and quiet poſſeſſion. How 
till doth God fit in heaven, and look upon the com- 
plots of treachery and villanies, as if they did not 
concern him! The ſucceſs fo anſwers their deſires, 
a if both heaven and earth were their friends. It 
is the plague, which ſeems the felicity of ſinners, to 
peed well in theic lewd enterpriſes: no reckoning 
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is brought in the midſt of the meal, the end pays fy 
all. While Ahab is rejoicing in his new garden-plgy, 
and promiſing himſelf contentment in this commodi- 
ous enlargement, in comes Elijah, ſent from God, 
with an errand of vengeance. Methinks I fee how 
the king's countenance * changed, with what aghaſt 
eyes and pale cheeks he looked upon that unwelcome 
prophet. Little pleaſure took he in his proſpect, while 
it was clogged with ſuch a gueſt ; yet his tongue he: 
gins firſt, Haſt thou found me, O mine enemy? Great 
is the power of conſcience. Upon the laſt meeting, 
for ought we know, Ahab and Elijah parted friends, 
The prophet had lackeyed his coach, and took x 
peaceable leave at this town's end; now Ahab's heart 
told him (neither needed any other meſſenger) that 
God and his prophet were fallen out with him: hi; 
continuing idolatry, now ſeconded with blood, bids 
him look for nothing but frowns from heaven, A 
uilty heart can never be at peace. Had not 4haþ 
22 how ill he had deſerved of God, he had ne- 
ver ſaluted his prophet by the name of an eneny; 
he had never been troubled to be found by Elyah, if 
his own breaſt had not found him out for an enemy 
to God. Much good may thy vineyard do thee, 0 
thou king of /{/rael ; many fair flowers, and ſavoury 
herbs may thy new garden yield thee ; pleaſe, thyſelt 
with thy Jezebel, in the triumph over the carcaſe of 
a ſcrupulous ſubject ; let me rather die with Naboth, 
than rejoice with thee ; his turn is over, thine is to 
come. The ſtones that overwhelmed innocent Na- 
both, were nothing to thoſe that ſmite thee, Haſt 
| thou filled, and alſo taken poſſeſſion ® Thus ſaith the 
Lord, in the place where dogs licked the blood of Na- 
both, /hall dogs lick thy blood, even thine. Whit 
meaneſt thou, O Elijah, to charge this murder up- 
on Abab? he kept his chamber, J7ezebel wrote, the 
elders condemned, the people ſtoned; yet thou Fi 
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Haſt thou killed? Well did Ahab know, that Feze- 
| could not give this vineyard with dry hands; yet 
was he content to wink at what ſhe would do: he 
but fits ſtill while Jezebel works, only his ſigner is 
{fſered to walk for the ſealing of this unknown pur- 
chaſe, Thoſe, that are truſted with authority, may 
offend no leſs in connivency or neglect, than others 
in act, in participation: not only command, conſent, 
countenance, but very permiſhon feoffs public per- 
{ons in thoſe ſins, which they might, and will not 
revent» God loves to puniſh by retaliation ; Na- 
bath and Ahab ſhall both bleed; Nabeth by the ſtones 
of the Jezreel:tes, Ahab by the ſhafts of the Aram- 
ler; the dogs ſhall taſte of the blood of both. What 
hab hath done in cruelty, he ſhall ſuffer in juſtice ; 
the caſe and the end make the difference happy on 
Nabeth's fide, on Ahab's woful ; Nabeth bleeds as a 
martyr, Ahab as a murderer. Whatever is Ahab's 
condition, Naboth changes a vineyard on earth, for a 
kingdom in heaven. Never any wicked man gained 
by the perſecution of an innocent; never any in- 
nocent man Was a loſer by ſuffering from the wic- 
ked. | | | 

Neither was this judgment perſonal, but hereditary; 
will take away thy poſterity, and will make thine 
houſe like the houſe of Jeroboam, Him that dieth of 
ab in the city, the digs ſhall eat; and him that 
dieth in the field, ſhall the fowwls of the air eat. Ahab 
hall not need to take thought for the traducing of 
this ill-gotren inheritance ; God hath taken order for 
his heirs, whom his fin hath made no leſs the heirs of 
us curſe, than of his body. Their father's cruelty 
to Nabeth, hath made them, together with their mo- 
ther Fezebe!, dogs meat. The revenge of God doth 
a laſt make amends for the delay. Whether now is 
Naboth's vineyard paid ſor ? 
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The man that had ſold himſelf to work wickedneſ;. 
5 rues the bargain. I do not hear Ahab, as dad » 
e was, revile or threaten the prophet, but he rend 
his clothes, and wears and lies in ſackcloth, and faſts, 
and walks ſoftly. Who that had feen Ahab would 
not have deemed him a true penitent ? All this was 
the vizard of ſorrow, not the face; or if the face, not 
the heart; or if the ſorrow of the heart, yet not the 
repentance; a ſorrow for the judgment, not a repen- 
tance for the fin. The very devils howl to be tor- 
mented. Grief is not ever a ſign of grace. Aþaj 
rends his clothes, he did not rend his heart; he putz 
on ſackcloth, not amendment; he lies in ſackcloth, but 
he lies in his idolatry; he walks ſoftly, he walks not 
fincerely. Worldly ſorrow caufeth death; happy i 
that grief for which the ſoul is the holier. 9 
Yet what is this I ſee? this very ſhadow of peni- 
tence carries away mercy. It is no ſmall mercy to 
defer an evil; even Ahab's humiliation ſhall prorogue 
the judgment: ſuch as the penitence was, ſuch ſhall 
be the reward; a temporary reward of a temporary 
penitence. As Ahab might be thus forrowful, and 
never the better; ſo he may be thus favoured, and 
never the happier. O God, how graciouſly art thou 
ready to reward a found and holy repentance, who 
art thus indulgent to a carnal and ſervile dejection. 


CoxNnTEM. 111. AHAB and MiCAian: or, Thr 
1 death AHAB. 


WIO would have looked to have heard any 
more of the wars of the Syrians with Iſrael, 
after fo great a ſlaughter, after ſo firm a league; 3 
league not of peace only, but of brotherhood; the 
halters, the ſackcloth of Benhadad's followers were 
worn out, as of uſe, ſo of memory, and now they 


are changed fer iron and ſteel. It is but three me 
at 
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that this peace laſts; and now that war begins which 
ſhall make an end of Ahab. The king of /ael rules 
his unjuſt mercy : according to the word of the pro- 
phet, that gift of a life was but an exchange; be- 
cauſe Ahab gave Benhadad his life, Benhadad ſhall 
take Abab's; he mult forfeit in himſelf what he hath 
giren to another. There can be no better fruit of 
too much kindnefs to infidels, It was one article of 
the league betwixt Ahab and his brother Benhadad, 
that there ſhould be a ſpeedy reſtitution of all the , 
raelitiſh cities; the reit are yielded, only Ramoth- 
Gilead is held back, unthankfullv, injuriouſly. He 
that begged bur his life, receives his kingdom, and 
now reſts not content with his own bonnds. Juſtly 
doth Ahab challenge his own, juſtly doth he move a 
war to recover his own from a perfidious tributary : 
the lawfulneſs of actions may not be judged by the 
events, but by the grounds. The wiſe and holy Ar- 
biter of the world knows why, many times, the better 
cauſe hath the worſt ſucceſs, Many a juſt buſineſs is 
croſſed, for a puniſhment to the agent. 

Yet [frael and Judah were now pieced in friend- 
lip, Jeh:ſaphat, the good king of Judah, had made 
affinity with Ahab the idolatrous king of 1/rael ;- and, 
belides a perſonal viſitation, joins his forces with his 
new kinſman, againſt an old confederate. Fudah had 
called in Syria againſt Iſrael; and now {/rael calls in 
Judah againſt Syria : thus rather ſhould it be, It is fit 
tat the more pure church ſhould join with the more 
corrupt, againſt a common paganiſh enemy. 

Jeboſaphat hath matched with Ahab, not with a 
dorce of his devotion. He will fight, not without 
Cod; Inquire, I pray thee, at toe word of the 
Lird to day. Had he done thus ſooner, | fear, 
Athaliah had never called him father: this motion was 
neus in Iſrael. It was wont to be faid,” Inquire of 
Baal. The good king of Judah will bring religion 
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into faſhion in the court of 1/rael. Ahab had inquire 
of his counſellor ; what needed he be ſo devout, 3; 
to inquire of his prophets ? Only Feho/aphat's preſence 
made him thus godly. It is an happy thing to con- 
verſe with the virtuous; their counſel and example 
cannot bur leave ſome tinQure behind them of a good 
profeſſion, if not of piety. Thoſe that are truly te- 
ligious dare not but take God with them in all their 
affairs; with him they can be as valiant, as timorous 
without him, 

Ahab had clergy enough, ſuch as it was; four 
hundred prophets of the groves were reſeryed from 
appearing to Ehjah's challenge: Theſe are now con- 
ſulted by Ahab ; they live to betray the life of hin 
who ſaved theirs. Theſe care not fo much to inquire 
what God would ſay, as what Ahab would have then 
ſay ; they ſaw which way the 6s heart was bent, 
that way they bent their tongues ; Go up, for the Lid 
ſhall deliver it into the hands of the king. Falſe pro- 
phets care only to pleaſe; a plauſible falſhood paſſes 
with them above an harſh truth. Had they ſeen 
Ahab fearful, they had ſaid, Peace, peace; now, 
they ſee him reſolute, War and victory. It is a fear- 
ful preſage of ruin, when the prophets conſpire in 
aſſentation. 

Their number conſent ; confidence hath eaſily won 
credit with Ahab; we do all willingly believe what 
we wiſh. Jeho/aphat is not ſo ſoon ſatisfied ; theſe 
prophets were, it is like, obtruded to him (a ſtranger) 
for the true prophets of the true God. The judi- 
cious king ſees cauſe to ſuſpect them, and now, per- 
ceiving at what altars they ſerved, hates to reſt in 
their teſtimony ; Is there not here a prophet of the 
Lord beſides, that we might inquire of him? One 
ſingle prophet, ſpeaking from the oracles of God, is 
more worth than four hundred Baalites : truth may 


not ever be meaſured by the poll. It is not number, 
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but weight that muſt carry it in a council of pro- 
phets. A ſolid verity in one mouth is worthy to pre- 
ponderate light falſhood in a thouſand. 

Even king Ahab, as bad as he was, kept tale of his 
prophets, and could give account of one that was miſ- 
ing; There is yet one man, Micaiah the ſon of Imlah, 
by whom we may inquire of the Lord ; but I hate 
hum, for he doth not propheſy good _— 
me, but evil. It is very probable that Micaia 
was that diſguiſed prophet, who brought to 446 
the fearful meſſage of diſpleaſure, and death for dif- 
miſſing Benhadad, for which he was ever ſince faſt in 
priſon, deep in diſgrace. O corrupt heart of ſelt- 
condemned Ahab / If Micaiah ſpake true to thee, 
how was it evil ? If others ſaid falſe, how was it good ? 
And if Micaiah ſpake from the Lord, why doſt thou 
hate him ? This hath wont to be the ancient lot of 
truth, cenſure and hatred ; cenſure of the meſſage, 
hatred of the bearer. To carnal ears the meſſage is 
evil, if unpleaſing; and, if plauſible, good; if it be 
ſweet, it cannot be poiſon: if bitter, it cannot be 
wholſome. The diſtemper of the receiver is guilty 
of this miſconceit : in itſelf, every truth, as it is good, 
ſo amiable; every falſhood loathſome, as evil. A 
lick palate cries out of the taſte of thoſe liquors which 
are well allowed of the healthful. Ir is a fign of a 
good {tate of the ſoul, when every verdure can re- 
ceive his proper judgment. 

Wiſe and good Fehoſaphat diſſuades Ahab from ſo 
hard an opinion, and fees cauſe ſo much more to 
urge the conſultation of Micaiah, by how much he 
fads him more unpleaſing. The king of [/rael, to 
atisfy the importunity of ſo great and dear an ally, 
ſends an officer for Micaiah : he knew well, belike, 
where to find him; within thoſe four walls, where 
unjuſt cruelty had diſpoſed of that innocent ſeer; 


out of the obſcurity of the prifon, is che poor pro- 
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phet fetcht in the light of ſo glorious a confeſſion gf 


two kings, who thought this convocation of pro- 
phets not unworthy of their greateſt repreſentation 
of ſtate and majeſty : there he finds Zedetiab, the 
leader of that falſe crew, not ſpeaking only, but 
acting his prediction. Signs were no leſs uſed by the 
prophets, than words; this arch-flatterer hath made 
him horns of iron; the horn is forcible, the iron ir- 
reſiſtible; by an irreſiſtible force thall Ahab puſh 
the Syrians, as if there were more certainty in this 
man's hands, than in his tongue. If this fon of Che. 
naanah, had not had a forchead of braſs for impu- 
dency, and a heart of lead for flexibleneſs to hy. 
mours and times, he had never deviſed theſe horns 
of iron wherewith his king was gored unto blood, 
However, it is enough for him that he is believed, 
that he is ſeconded. All this great inqueſt of theſe 
prophets gave up their verdict to this foreman; not 
one of four hundred diſſented. Unanimity of opinion 
in the greateſt eccleſiaſtical aſſemblies, is not ever an 
argument of truth; there may be as common, and ay 
firm agreement in error. 

The meſſenger, that came for Micaiah, like 2 
carnal friend, ſets him in a way of favour; tells him 
what the reſt had ſaid, how they pleaſed; how un- 
ſafe it would be for him to vary, how beneficial to 
aſſent, Thoſe that adore earthly greatneſs think e- 
very man ſhould dote upon their idols, and hold no 
terms too high for their ambitious purchaſes, Faith- 
ful Mziaiah ſcorns the motion; he knows the price 
of the word, and contemns-it; As the Lord l. 
vet y, what the Lord ſaith unto me, that will | 
ſpeak. Neither fears, nor favours, can tempt the 
holily reſolute: they can trample upon dangers, 
or honours, with a careleſs foot; and, whether they 
be tmiled or frowned on by the great, dare not cithc 
alter or conceal their errand, 
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The queſtion is moved to Micaiahb: he at firſt 
fields, then he contradicts ; yields in words, contra- 
i; in pronunciation; the ſyllables are for them, 
the ſound againſt them: ironies deny ſtrongeſt in at- 
ming. And now, being preſſed home, he tells them, 
har God had ſhewed him thoſe ſheep of 1/rael 
hould, ere long, by this means, want their thep- 
herd, The very reſemblance, to a good prince, had 
been affective: the ſheep is an helpleſs creature, not 
able either to guard or guide itſelf; all the ſafety, 
all the direction of it, is from the keeper, without 
whom every cur chaſes and worries it, every track 
ſcduceth it; fuch ſhall //rael ſoon be, if Ahab be ru- 
fed by his prophets. The king of rae! doth not 
believe, but quarrel ; not at himſelf, who had deſer- 
red evil, but at the prophet, who foreſigniſied it; 
and is more careful that the king of Judah ſhould 
mark how true he had foretold concerning the pro- 
phet, than how the prophet had foretold concerning 
him, | 
Bold Micaiah, as no whit diſcouraged with the 
unjuſt checks of greatneſs, doubles his prediction, 
and, by a fecond viſion, particularizeth the means of 
this dangerous error. Whites the two kings fat ma- 
jelticallß in their thrones, he tells them of a more 
glorious throne than theirs, whereon he ſaw the 
King of gods fitting : while they were compalled 
with ſome hundreds of prophets, and thouſands of 
ſubje&ts, and ſoldiers, he tells them of all the hoſt of 
heaven, attending that other throne; while they 
were deliberating of a war, he tells them of a God 
of heaven juſtly decrecing the judgment of a deadly 
deception to Ahab. be decree of the hig gheſt, 13 
rot more plainly revealed, than expreſſcd paraboli- 
cally, The wile and holy God is repreſented, after 
the manner of men, con{ulting of that ruin which 
he intended to the wicked king of [fracl. That un- 
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created and infinite Wiſdom needs not the advice 
of any finite and created powers to direct him, 
needs not the aſſent nor aid of any ſpirit for his ex. 
ecution, much leſs of an evil one; yet, here an eyil 
ſpirit is brought in, by way of viſion mixt with pa. 
rable, proffering the ſervice of his lie, accepted, em- 
ployed, ſucceſsful, Theſe figures are not void of 
truth: the action and event is reduced to a decree; 
the decree is ſhadowed out by the reſemblance of hu- 
man proceedings. All evil motions, and counſels, are 


originally from that malignant ſpirit ; that evil ſpirit 


could have no power over men, but by the permil- 
ſion, by the decree of the Almighty. That Almigh- 
ty, as he is no author of fin, ſo he ordains all evil 
to good: it is good that is juſt; it is juſt that one fin 
ſhould be puniſhed by another: Satan is herein no 
other than the executioner of that God, who is as 
far from infuſing evil, as from not revenging it, 
Now Ahab ſees the ground of that applauded con- 
{ent of his rabble of prophets; one evil ſpirit hath 
no leſs deceived them, than they their maſter : he is 
one, therefore he agrees with himſelf; he is evil, 
therefore both he and they agree in deceit. 

O! the noble and undaunted ſpirit of Micaiah; nei- 
ther the thrones of the kings, nor the number of the 
prophets, could abate one word of his true, though 
diſpleaſing, meflage : the king of J/rael! ſhall hear, 
that he is miſled by Jars, they by a devil. Surely 
Jeheſapbat cannot but wonder at ſo unequal a con- 
tention, to ſee one filly prophet affronting four hun- 
dread; with whom, leſt confidence ſhould carry it, 
behold Zedetiah, more bold, more zealous : if Mica- 
iab have given him, with his fellows, the lie, he 
gives Micaiab the fiſt. Before theſe two great guar- 
dians of peace and juſtice, ſwaggering Zedekiah 
{mites Micaiah on the face; and with the blow ex- 
poſtulates; Which way went the ſpirit of the * 
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hum me, to ſpeak unto thee? For a prophet to 


Vice {nite a prophet, in the face of two kings, was into» 
um, Lrably inſolent: the act was much unbeſeeming 
ede perſon, more the preſence; prophets may re- 


eri wore, they may not ſtrike. It was enough for 4 
re. hob to puniſh with the hand; no weapon was for Ze- 


n. gtiab, but his tongue; neither could this rude pre- 
of ſumption have been well taken, if malice had not 
v made magiſtracy inſenſible of this uſurpation. Ahab 
Ju- 


was well content to ſee that hated mouth beaten by 
* ay hand, It is no new condition of God's faithful 
A neſſengers to ſmart for ſaying truth. Falſhood doth 
not more bewray itſelf in any thing than in blows; 
truth ſuffers, while error perſecutes. None are more 
" rady to boalt of the Spirit of God, than thoſe that 


in have the leaſt ; as in veſſels, the full are ſilent. 

7 Innocent Micaiahb neither defends nor complains : 
2 it would have well beſeemed the religious king of Ju- 
. dab to have ſpoken in the cauſe of the dumb, to have 
ni checked inſolent Zedetiah. He is content to give way 


to this tide of peremptory and general oppoſition : 
the helpleſs prophet ſtands alone, yet lays about him 
with his tongue; Behold thou ſhalt ſee, in that day 
when thou ſhalt go into an inner chamber to hide 
thyſelf. Now the proud Baalite ſhewed himſelf 
too much, ere long he ſhall be glad to lurk unſeen ; 
his horns of iron cannot bear off his danger. The 
ſon of Ahab cannot chuſe, but, in the zeal of reven- 
ging his father's deadly ſeducement, call for that falſe 
head of Zedetiah ; in vain ſhall that impoſtor ſeek to 
hide himſelf from juſtice ; but, in the mean while, he 
goes away with honour, Micaiah with cenſure : Take 
Micaiah, and carry him back to Ammon the gover- 
nor of the city, and te Joaſh the king's fon; and 
ſay, Thus faith the king, put this fellow in priſon, 
and feed him with bread of afflition, and with wa- 
ter of affliction, until I come in peace. 


An 
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An hard doom of truth ; the jail for his lodging, 
coarſe bread and water for his food, ſhall but referys 
Mzicaiah for a further revenge: the return of 4h45 
ſhall be the bane of the prophet. Was not this he chat 
adviſed Benhadad not to boaſt in the putting on his ar. 

mour, as in the ungirding it; and doth he now pro- 

miſe himſelf peace and victory, before he buckle it on! 
No warning will diſſuade the wilful ; fo aſſured doth 
Ahab make himſelf of ſucceſs, that he threatens ere he 
go, What he will do when he returns in peace. Hop 
juſtly doth God deride the. miſreckonings of proud 
and fooliſh men; if Ah had no other fins, his very 
confidence ſhall defeat him, yet the prophet cannot 
be overcome in his reſolution ; he knows his grounds 
cannot deceive him, and dares therefore caſt the cre. 
dit of his function upon this iſſue : IF thou return at 
all in peace, the Lord hath not ſpoken by me : and he 
ſaid, Hearken, O people every one of you, Let him 
never be called a prophet that dare not truſt his God, 
This was no adventure therefore of reputation or 
life ; fince he knew whom he believed, the event was 
no Jeſs ſure than if it had been paſt. He is no god 
that is not conſtant to himfelf : hath he ſpoken, and 
ſhall he not perform? what hold have we for cur fouls, 
but his eternal word? The being of God is not 
more ſure than his promiſes, than his ſentences of 
judgment. Well may we appeal the teftimony of the 
world in both: if there be not plagues for the wick- 
ed, if there be not rewards for the righteous, God 
hath not ſpoken by us. 

Not Ahab only, but good Fehoſaphat is carried 
with the multitude; their forces are joined againſt 
Ramothb. The king of I/-ae! doth not ſo truſt his 
prophets, that he dares truſt himſelf in his own clothes: 
thus ſhall he elude Micaiab's threat; I wiſh the judg- 
ment of God, the Syrian ſhafts, cannot find him out 
in this unſuſpected diſguiſe. How fondly do vain 

men 
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men imagine to ſhift off the juſt revenges of the Al- 
mighty ! 

The king of Syria gives charge to his captains to 
fight againſt none but the king of {/rae/. Thus doth 
the unthankful infidel repay the mercy of his late vic- 
tor; ill was the ſnake ſaved, that requites the favour of 
his life with a ſting : thus ſtill the greateſt are the fair- 
eſt mark to envious eyes. By how much more emi» 
nent any man is in the Vael of God, ſo many more, 
and more dangerous enemies muſt he expect; both 
carth and hell conſpire in their oppoſition to the wor- 
thieſt. Thoſe, who are advanced above others, have 
ſo much more need of the guard both of their own 
vigilancy, and others prayers, Jehoſaphat had like 
to have paid dear for his love: he is purſued for him, 
in whoſe amity he offended ; his. cries deliver him, 
his cries, not to his purſuers, but to his God; whoſe 
mercy takes not advantage of our infirmity, but reſ- 
cues us from thoſe evils which we wilfully provoke. 
It is Ahab, againſt whom, not the Syrians only, but 
God himſelf intends this quarrel; the enemy is taken 
off from Jeheſaphat. . O the juſt aad mighty hand 
of that divine Providence, which. directeth all our ac- 
tions to his own ends, which takes order where every 
ſhaft ſhall light, and guides the arrow of the ſtrong 
archer into the joints of Ahab's harneſs: it was ſhot 
at a venture, falls by a deſtiny ; and there falls, where 
it may carry death to an hidden debtor. In all acti- 
ons, both voluntary and caſual, thy will, O God, 
ſhall be done by us, with whatever intentions. Little 
did the Syrian know whom he had ſtricken, no more 
than the arrow wherewith he ſtruck : an inviſible 
hand diſpoſech of both, to the puniſhment of Ahab, 
to the vindication of Micaiah How worthily, O 
God, art thou to be adored in ray juſtice and wiſdom, 
to be feared in thy judgments! Too late doth Ahab 
now think of the fair warnings of A-a:44, which he 
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unwiſely contemned ; of the painful flatteries of Ze. 
deliah, which he ſtubbornly believed: that guil- 
ty blood of his runs down, out of his wound, into 
the midſt of his chariot, and pays Naboth his arrear- 
ages. O Ahab, what art thou the better for thine 
ivory houſe, while thou haſt a black foul ! what com- 
fort haſt thou now in thoſe flattering prophets, which 
tickled thine ears, and ſecured thee of victories! what 
joy is it to thee now, that thou waſt great! Who had 
not rather be a Micaiab in the jail, than Ahab in the 
chariot ! Wicked men have the advantage of the way, 
godly men of the end. The chariot is waſhed in the 
pool of Samaria, the dogs come to claim their due; 
they lick up the blood of the great king of 1/rael, 
'The tongues of thoſe brute creatures ſhall make good 
the tongue of God's prophet : Micarah is juſtified, 
Naboth is revenged, the Baalites confounded, Ahab 
judged. Righteous art thou, O God, in all thy ways, 
and holy in all thy works ! 


Cox TE. iv. Anazian fich, and EL IIA 
revenged. 


A Hazrian ſucceeded his father Ahab, both 

in his throne and in his ſin, Who could 

look for better ifiie of thoſe loins, of thoſe ex- 
amples ? God follows him with a double judgment, 
of the reyolt of M:2b, and of his own ſickneſs. All 
the reign of Ahab, had Moab been a quiet tributary, 
and furniſhed el with rich flocks and fleeces ; now 
their ſubjection dies with that warlike king, and will 
not be inherited. This rebellion took advantage, as from 
the weaket ſpirits, ſo from the ſickly body of Ahazzah, 
whole diſeaſe was not natural, but caſual : walking 
in his palace of Sahiarig, ſome grate in the floor of his 
chamber breaks under him, and gives way to that 
ſall, whereby be is bruiſed, and lan guiſheth. The 
ſame 


— 


— 


— 


m— wa e 


BOOK XIX. cor u. 17. 243 


{ame hand, that guided Ahab's ſhaft, cracks Ahagi- 
al's lattice. How infinite variety of plagues hath the 
juſt God for obſtinate ſinners! whether in the field 
or in the chamber, he knows to find them out. How 
fearleſly did Ahaziah walk on his wonted pavement ! 
The Lord hath laid a trap for him, whereinto, while 
he thinks leaſt, he falls irrecoverably. No place is 
ſafe for the man that is at variance with God. 

The body of Ahaziah was not more ſick, than his 
ſoul was graceleſs : none but chance was his enemy, 
none but the god of Etro» muſt be his friend. He 
looks noi up to the omnipotent hand of divine juſtice 
for the diſeaſe, or of mercy for the remedy; an idol 
is his refuge, whether for cure or intelligence. We 
hear not till now of Baal-zebub : this new god of flies 
is, perhaps, of his making, who now is a ſuiter to his 
own erection. All theſe heathen deities were but a 
devil, with change of appellations; the influence of 
that evil ſpirit deluded thoſe miſerable clients; elle, 
there was no fly ſo impotent as that outſide of the 
god of Ekron. Who would think that any I/raelite 
could ſo far dote upon a ſtock or a fiend? Time ga- 
thered much credit to this idol: in ſo much as the 
Jews afterwards ſtyled Beel-2ebub the prince of all 
the regions of darkneſs. Ahaziah is the ficlt that brings 
his oracle in requeſt, and pays him the tribute of his 
devotion : he ſends meſſengers, and fays, Go inquire 
of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, whether I ſhall 
recover of this diſeaſe. The meſſage was either 
idle or wicked; idle, if he ſert it to a ſtock; if to 
a devil, both idle and wicked. What can the moſt 
intelligent ſpirits know of future things, but what 
they ſee either in their cauſes, or in the light of partt- 
cipation ? What a madneſs was it in Ahaziab to leek 
to the poſtern, while the foregate ſtood open! Could 
hoſe evil ſpirits truly fortel events no way pre-exil- 
tent, yer they might not, without fin, be conſulted; 
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the evil of their nature debars all the benefits of their 
information: if not as intelligencers, much leſs ma 
they be ſought to as gods. Who cannot bluſh to heat 
and ſee that even the very evangelical 1/-ae/ ſhould 
yield pilgrims to the ſhrines of darkneſs! How many, 
after this clear light of the goſpel, in their loſſes, in 
their ſickneſſes, ſend to theſe infernal oracles, and 
damn themſelves wilfully in a vain curioſity ! The 
meſſage of the jealous God intercepts them with a juſt 
diſdain, as here by Llijab; Is it not becauſe there 
75 nct a Cod in Iſrael, that ye go to inquire of Baal. 
zebub the god of Ekron? What can be a greater 
diſparagement to the true God than to be neglected, 
than to ſtand aſide, and ſee us make love to an helliſh 
rival ! were there no God in Mael, in heaven, what 
could we do other, what worſe! This aſſront, of what- 
ever kind, Ahaziah cannot eſcape without a revenge: 
Therefere thus faith the Lord, thou fhalt nat 
come down from that bed on which theu art gone 
up, but ſhalt ſurely die. It is an high indignity 
to the true God, not to be ſought to in our neceſſities; 
but ſo to be caſhiered from our devotions, as to have 
a falſe god thruſt in his room, is ſuch a ſcorn, as it is 
well if it can efcape with-one death : let now the fa- 
mous god of Iten take off that brand of feared mor- 
tality, which the living God hath ſet upon Ahaz:ah ; 
let Baal-zebub make good ſome better news to his 
diſtreſſed ſupplicant: rather the king of Mael is him- 
ſelf, without his repentance, haſting to Beel-zebub. 
This errand is ſoon done; the meſſengers are return- 
ed, ere they go. Not a little were they amazed to 
hear their ſecret meſſage from another's mouth; nei- 
ther could chuſe but think, he that can tell what 
Abaziah ſaid, what he thought, can foretel how he 
ſhall ſpeed. We have met with a greater God than 
we went to feek ; what necd we inquire for another 
anſwer ? With this conceit, with this report, they re- 
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zurn to their ſick lord, and aſtoniſh him with ſo ſhort, 
ſo fad a relation. No marvel, if the king inquired cu- 
riouſly of the habit and faſhion of the man that could 
know this, that durſt fay this. "They deſcribe him 
2 man whether of an hairy ſkin, or of rough, coarſe, 
careleſs attire; thus dreſt, thus girded. Ahazrah rea- 
dily apprehends it to be Elijah, the old friend of his 
father Ahab, of his mother Jezebe/: more than once 
had he ſeen him, an unwelcome gueſt, in the court 
of Iſrael. The times had been ſuch, that the prophet 
could not at once ſpeak true, and pleaſe : nothing but 
reproofs and menaces ſounded from the mouth of E- 
ljah : Micaiah and he were ſtill as welcome to the 
eyes of that guilty prince, as the Syrian arrow was 
into his fleſh. Too well therefore had Ahaziab no- 
ted that querulous ſeer, and now is not a little trou- 
bled to ſee himſelf, ip ſucceſſion, haunted with that 
bold, and ill-boding pirit. 

Behold the true fon of Jezebel ; the anguiſh of his 
diſeaſe, the expectation of death, cannot take off his 
perſecution of Rab: it is againſt his will that his 
death-bed is not bloody. Had Ahaziah meant any 
other than a cruel violence to Hab, he had ſent a 
peaceable meſſenger to call him to the court; he 
had not ſent a captain, with a band of ſoldiers, to 
fetch him; the inſtruments, which he uteth, carry re- 
yenge in their face: if he had not thought LH 
more than a man, what needed a band of ſifty men 
to apprehend one? and if he did think him ſuch, why 
would he ſend to apprehend him by fifty? Surely 4- 
haziah knew of old, how miraculous a prophet LH 
was; what power that man had over all their baſe 
deities, what command of the elements, of the hea- 
vens; and yet he ſends to attack him. It is a {trange 
tning to ſee how wilfully godleſs men ſtrive againſt 
the ſtream of their own hearts, hating that which 
they know good, fighting againſt that which they know 
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divine. What a groſs diſagreement is in the meſſage 
of this [/raelitifh ' captain? Thou man of Cad, 
the ling hath ſaid, come down : if he were 2 
man of God, how hath he offended ? and if he haye 
juſtly offended the anointed of God, how is he 2 
man of God? and if he be a man of God, and haye 
not offended, why ſhould he come down to puniſh. 
ment? Here is a kind confeſſion, with a falſe heart, 
with bleody hands: the world is full of theſe windy 
courteſies, real cruelties Deadly malice lurks un- 
der fair compliments, and, while it flatters, killeth, 
The prophet hides not himſelf from the purſuit of 
Ahaziah ; rather he fits where he may be moſt con- 
ſpicuous, on the top of an hill: this band knows 
well where to find him, and climbs up, in the fight 
of Elifah, for his arreſt. The ſteepneſs of the aſcent, 
when they drew near to the higheſt reach, yielded a 
convenience both of reſpiration and parley : thence 
doth the captain imperiouſly call down the prophet, 
Who would not tremble at the dreadful anſwer of K- 
lijah?* If IT be a man of God, then let fire come 
down from heaven, and conſume thee, and thy ff 
fy. What ſhall we fay ? that a prophet is revenge- 
ful, that ſoldicrs ſuffer while a prophet ſtrikes ; that 
a prince's command is anſwered with imprecation ; 
words with fire; that an unarmed ſeer ſhould kill 
one and fifty at a blow? There are few tracks of Eli- 
jah that are ordinary, and fit for common feet: his 
actions are more for wonder, than for precedent ; not 
in his own defence would the prophet have been the 
death of ſo many, if God had not, by a peculiar in- 
ſtint, made him an inſtrument of this juſt vengeance, 
The divine juitice finds it meet to do this for the ter- 
ror of //-ae/, that he might teach them, what it was to 
contemn, to perſecute a prophet, that they might 
learn to fear him whom they had forſaken, and con- 
feſs, that heaven was ſenſible of their inſolencies and 

impieties, 
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;mpieties. If not as viſibly, yet as certainly, doth 
God puniſh the violations of his ordinances; the af- 
fours offered to his meſſengers, {till and ever; not 
wer with the ſame ſpeed, fometimes the puniſh- 
nent overtakes the act, ſometimes dogs it atar off, 
and ſeizeth upon the offender, when his crime is for- 
rotten, Here, no ſooner is the word out of £1ijah's 
mouth, than the fire is out of heaven. O the won- 
derful power of a prophet ! There firs Llijab in his 
coarſe mantle, on the top of the hill, and commands 
the heavens, and they obey him; Let fire fall 
dun from heaven, He needs no more but lay 
what he would have done: the fire falls down, 
1s before, upon the facrifice in Carmel, ſo now 
upon, the ſoldiers of 4522:45, What is man in 
the hands of his Maker? Oae flaſh of lightning 
hath conſumed theſe one and fifty: and if all the 


bolts of [/rael, yea of the world, had been in their 


room, - there had needed no other force. What mad- 
nels is it for him, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, to 
contend with the Almighty ? The time was, when 
tro zealons diſciples would fain have imitated this 
fery reyenge of Elijah, and were repelled with a 
check; the very place puts them in mind of the 
judgment : not far from Samaria was this done by 
Mijab, and witht to be done by the diſciples. So 
churliſh a rejection of a Saviour ſcemed no lets hei- 
nous, than the endeavour of apprehending a prophet : 
Lord wilt theu, that wwe command fire to come 
down from heaven, and conſume them, as Elias 
did? The world yielded bur one Lias that, which 
was zeal in him, might be fury in another; the leaſt 
variation of circumſtance may make an example 
dangerous; preſently therefore do they hear, 72 
enoww not of what ſpirit ye are, It is the calling 
that varies the ſpirit : Eiab was God's miniſter tor the 
execution of ſo ſevere a judgment; they were but the 
lcrvants 
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ſervants of their own impotent anger; there was fire 
in their breaſts which God never kindled. Far waz 
it from the Saviour of men, to ſecond their earthly 
fire with his heavenly. He came indeed to ſend fire 
upon earth, but to warm, not to burn; and if tg 
burn, not the perſons of men, but their corruption, 
How much more ſafe is it for us to follow the meek 
. prophet of the New Teſtament, than that fervent pro. 
phet of the Old? Let the matter of our prayers be 
the ſweet dews of mercy, not the fires of vengeance, 
Would not any man have thought Ahaziah ſuffici- 
ently warned by ſo terrible a judgment. Could he 
chuſe but ſay, It is no meddling with a man that can 
ſpeak lightning and death! What he hath ſaid con- 
cerning me is too well approved, by what he hath done 
to my meflengers; God's hand is with him, mine 
thall not be againſt him. Yet now, behold, the rage 
of Ahaziah is fo much the more kindled by this fire 
from heaven; and a more reſolute captain, with a ſe- 
cond band, is ſent to fetch Elyjah to death. This 
man is in haſte, and commands not only his deſcent, 
but his ſpeed; Come down quickly, The charge 
implies a threat; Elia muſt look for force, if he 
yield not. There needs no other weapon for defence, 
for offence, than the ſame tongue, the ſame breath, 
God hath fire enough for all the troops of Ahagial. 
Immediately doth a ſudden flame break out of hen- 
ven, and conſume this forward leader, and his bold 
followers. It is a juſt prefage and deſert of ruin, not 
to be warned. Worthily are they made examples, 
that will not take them. « 
What marble or flint is harder than a wicked heart? 
As if Ahaziah would deſpiteſully ſpit in the face ot 
Heaven, and wreſtle a fall with the Almighty, he 
will needs yet again ſet a third captain upon fo deſbe- 
rate an employment! How hot a ſervice muſt this 
commander needs think himſelf put upon, who 9 
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but pity his ſtraits? there is death before him, death 
behind him : if he go not, the king's wrath 1s the 
meſſenger of death ; if he go, the prophet's tongue 
js the executioner of death. Many a hard taik will 
follow the ſervice of a prince wedded to his paſſion, 
divorced from God. Unwillingly, doubtleſs, and 
fearfully doth this captain climb up the hill to ſcale 
that impregnable fort; but now, when he comes near 
to the aſſault, the battery that he lays to it is his 
prayers ; his ſureſt fight is upon his knees. He went 
up, and came, and fell upon his knees before Elijah, 
and beſought bim, and ſaid unto him, O man of God, 
I pray thee, let my life, and the life of theſe fifty thy 
ſervants, be precious in thy fight. He confeſſes the 
judgment that befel his predeceſſors ; the monuments 
of their deſtruction were in his eye, and the terror 
of it in his heart ; of an enemy therefore he is be- 
come a ſupplicant, and fues not ſo much for the pro- 
phet's yieldance, as for his own life. This was the 
kay to offer violence to the prophet of God, to the 
God of that prophet, even humble ſupplications ; we 
mult deprecate that evil, which we would avoid: if 
we would force bleſſings, we mult entreat them. 
There is nothing to be gotten from God by ſtrong 
hand, any thiag by ſuit. The life of the captain is 
preſerved : Elijah is by the angel commanded to go 
down with him ſpeedily, fearleſly. The prophet 
caſts not with himſelf, What ſafety can there be in 
this journey? I ſhall put myſelf into the hands of rude 
ſoldiers, and, by them, into the hands of an enraged 
king; if he did not eagerly thirſt after my blood, he 
had never fought it with ſo much loſs. Bur, fo foon 
as he had a charge from the angel, he walks down 
reſolutely, and, as it were, dares the dangers of ſo 
great an hoſtility. He knew that the ſame God, 
who had fought for him upon the hill, would not 
leave him in the valley; he knew the angel, which 

Vol. I. f 1 1 bade 
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bade him go, was guard enough againſt a world 
enemies. Faith knows not how to fear, and can 3 
eaſily contemn the ſuggeſtion of perils, as infideliy 
can raiſe them. 

The prophet looks boldly upon the court, which 
doubtleſs was not a little diſaffected to him, and comes 
confidently into the ' bed-chamber of Ahazah, and 
ſticks not to ſpeak over the fame words to his head, 
which he had ſent him, not long ſince, by his fit 
meſſengers. Not one ſyllable will the prophet abate 
of his errand. It is not for an herald of heaven ty 
be out of countenance, or to mince ought of the 
moſt killing meſſages of his God. 

Whether the unexpected confidence, both of the 
man and of the ſpeech, amazed the fick king of 1; 
rael ; or whether the fear of ſome preſent judgmem 
(wherewith he might ſuſpect F/jah to come armed, 
upon any act of violence that ſhould be offered) over- 
awed him; or whether now, at laſt, upon the fight 
and hearing of this man of God, the king's hear 
began to relent, and check itſelf for that fin, for 
which he was ju {tly reproved, I know not; but ſure 
[ am, the prophet goes away untouched: neither the 
furious purpoſes of Ahaziah, nor the exaſperations 
of a Fezebel can hurt that prophet, whom God. hath 
intended to a fiery chariot. The hearts of kings are 
not their own; ſubjects are not ſo much in their hands, 
as they are in their Maker's. How caſily can God 
tame the fierceneſs of any creature, and, in the mid{i 
of their moſt hey dy career, ſtop them on the fudden, 
and fetch them upon the knees of their humble ſub- 


miſſion! It is good truſting God with the events of 


his own commands, who can, at pleaſure, either + 

vert evils, or improve them to good. 
According to the word of the prophet, Ahaziah 
dies: not two whole vears doth he fit in the throne 
of rael, which he now mult yield, in the want ct 
children, 
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children, to his brother. Wickedneſs ſhortens his 
reign; he had too much of Ahab and Jegebel, to ex- 
pect the bleſſing, either of length or proſperity of go- 
vernment. As always in the other, ſo oft-times in 
this world, doth God teſtify his anger to wicked men. 
Some live long, that they may aggravate their judg- 
ment; others die ſoon, that they may haſten it. 


CONTEM. v. The rapture of ELIIAM. 


Ser and happily hath Ea fought the wars 
of his God; and now, atter his noble and glo- 
zious victories, God will ſend him a charior of triumph: 

not ſuddenly would God fnatch away his prophet 

without warning, without expectation ; but acquaints 
him, before-hand, with the determination of his glo- 

y. How full of heavenly joy was the foul of Elijah, 

while he foreknew, and looked for this inſtant hap- 

pineſs! with what contempt did he caſt his eyes up— 
on that earth, which he was now preſeatly to leave ! 
with what raviſhment of an inward pleaſure did he 
book upon that heaven which he was to enjoy! For 

2 meet farewel to the earth, Elijah will go viſit the 

chools of the prophets, before his departure: theſe 

were in his way; of any part of the carth they were 
neareſt unto heaven. In an holy progreſs therefore 
be walks his laſt round, from Gi/gal, near Jordan, 

to Bethel, from Bethel to Jericho, from Jericho to 

Jordan again. In all theſe ſacred colleges of divines, 

he meant to leave the legacy of his love, counſcl, 

confirmation, bleſſing. How happy a thing it is, 
while we are upon earth, to improve our dent and 

gifts to the beſt behoof of God's church; 20, aft. r 

the aſſurance of our own bleſiedneſs, to he! others 

to the ſame heaven! But, O God, who can hut won- 
der at the courſe of thy wiſe and powerful admini— 
ſtrations! Even in the midſt of the degeneration and 

112 idolatries 
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idolatries of //rael, haſt thou reſerved to thyſelf whole 
ſocieties of holy prophets; and, out of thoſe finful and 
revolted tribes, haſt raiſed the two great miracles of 
prophets, Elijah and Eliſha, in an immediate ſuc- 
ceſſion. Judah itſelf, under a religious Fehoſaphat, 
yielded not ſo eminent and clearly illuminated ſpi- 
rits. The mercy of our provident God will neither 
be confined nor excluded ; neither confined to the 
places of public profeſſion, nor excluded from the 
depraved congregations of his own people: where he 
hath loved, he cannot eaſily be eſtranged : rather, 
where ſin abounds, his grace aboundeth much more, 
and raifeth ſo much ſtronger helps as he ſees the dau- 
gers greater. 

Happy was Eliſha in the attendance of ſo gracious 
a maſter, and the more happy that he knows it. 
Fain would E/jah ſhake him off at Gr/pgat; if not 
there at Bethel; if not yet there, at Jericho. A 
private meſſage, on which Elijah muſt go alone, is 
pretended from the Lord. Whether ſhall we ſay the 
prophet did this for the trial of the conſtant affection 
of his careful and diligent ſervant ; or, that it was 
concealed from Elijah, that his departure was reveal- 
ed to Eliſha? Perhaps he, that knew of his oven recep- 
tion into heaven, did not know what witneſſes would 
be allowed to that miraculous act; and now his humble 
modeſty affected a ſilent and unnoted paſſage ; even 
Eliſha knew ſomething that was hid from his maſter, 
now upon the threſhold of heaven. No mere creature 
was ever made of the whole counſel of the Higheſt : 
- Tome things have been diſcloſed to babes and novices, 
that have been cloſed up to the moſt wiſe and judi- 
cious. In natural ſpecujations, the greater wit and 
deeper juùgment ſtill carries it; but, in the revelati- 
ons of God, the favour of his choice ſways all, not 
the power of our apprehenſion. The maſter may 


both command and entreat his ſervant's ſtay in vain. 
Eliſha 


BOOK XX. Co N TEM. v. 253 


Jliſba muſt be pardoned this holy and zealous diſobe- 

dience, As the Lord liveth, and as thy foul liveth, 
] «ill not leave thee. His maſter may be withdrawn 
ſrom him, he will not be withdrawn from his maſter. 
He knew that the blefling was at the parting ; and 
if he had diligently attended all his life, and now 
lacked in the laſt act, he had loft the reward of his 
ſervice. The evening praiſes the day, and the chief 
grace of the theatre is in the laſt ſcene. Be farth- 
to the death, and I will give thee a crown of hfe. 
That Elijah ſhould be tranſlated, and what day 
he ſhould be tranſlated, God would have no ſecret : 
the ſons of the prophets at Bethel, at Jericho, both 
know it, and alk E/:/54 it he knew n not: Know- 
eft thou that the Lord will tale away thy maſter 
from thy head this day? and he anſwered, Tea I 
tnow it, hold ye your peace. How familiarly do 
theſe prophets interknow one another! how kind- 
ly do they communicate their viſions! Seldom ever 
was any knowledge given to keep, but to impart : 
The grace of this rich jewel is loſt in concealment. 
The removal of an Fl:;ah is fo important a bufinels, 
that it is not fit to be done without noiſe : many ſhall 
have their ſhare in his loſs; he muſt be miſſed on the 
ſudden; it was meet therefore, that the world ſhould 
know his rapture ſhould be divine and glorious. I do 
not find, where the day of any natural death is notifi- 
ed to ſo many; by how much more wonder there was 
in this aſſumption, by ſo much more ſhall it be fore- 
revealed. It is enough for ordinary occurrents to be 
known by their event: ſupernatural things have need 
of premonirion, that mens hearts may both be prepa- 
red for their receipt, and contirmed in their certainty. 
Thrice was Jia entreated, thrice hath he denied, ta 
ſtay behind his now departing maſter ; on whom both 
his eyes and his thoughts are fo fixed, that he cannot 
give 
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give allowance ſo much as to the interpellation of 2 
queſtion of his fellow prophets : together therefore 
are this wonderful pair come to the laſt ſtage of their 
ſeparation, the banks of Jordan. Thoſe, that were 
not admitted to be attendants of the journey, yet will 
not be debarred from being ſpectators of ſo maryel- 


lous an iſſue. Fifty men of the ſons of the prophets 


went and ftood to view afar off; I marvel there were 
no more: how could any fon of the prophets ſtay 
within the college walls that day, when he knew what 
was meant to Elijah? perhaps though they knew 
that to be the prophet's laſt day, yet they might 
think his diſparition ſhould be ſudden and inſenſible; 
befides, they found how much he affected fecrecy in 
this intended departure: yet the fifty prophets of 
Jericho will make proof of their eyes, and with 
much intention eſſay who ſhall have the laſt fight of 
Elijah. Miracles are not purpoſed to filence and 
obſcurity: God will not work wonders without wit- 
nefles, ſince he doth them on purpoſe to win glory 
to his name; his end were fruſtrate without their 
notice. Even ſo, O Saviour, when thou hadſt rai- 
ſed thyſelf from the dead, thou would{t be feen of 
more than five hundred brethren at once; and when 
thou wouldſt raife up thy glorified body from earth 
into heaven, thou did{t not aſcend from ſome cloſe 
valley, but from the Mount of Olives; not in the 
night, not alone, but in the clear day, in the view 
of many eyes, which were ſo fixed upon that point 
of thine heaven, that they could ſcarce be removed 
by the check of angels. 

Jordan mult be croſſed by Elijah in his way to 
heaven: there muſt be a meet parallel betwixt the 
two great prophets, that ſhall meet Chriſt upon Ta- 
bor, Maſes and Elias: both received viſions on [4% 
reb, to both God appeared there in fire, and other 
forms of terror: both were ſent to kings, one to 
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Pharaoh, the other to Ahab ; both prepared miracu- 
lous tables; the one of quails and manna in the 
deſert, the other of meal, and oil in Sarepta ; both 
opened heaven, the one for that nouriſhing dew, the 
other tor thoſe refreſhing ſhowers ; both revenged i- 
dolatries with the ſword, the one upon the worſhip- 
pers of the golden calt, the other upon the four hun- 
dred Baalites : both quenched the drought of 1/rael, 
the one out of the rock, the other out of the cloud; 
both divided the waters, the one of the red ſea, the 
other of Fordan; both of them are forewarned of 
their departure ; both muſt be fercht away beyond 
jordan ; the body of Eliſab is tranflated, the body 
of Ns is hid: what Mz/es doth by his rod, Elan 
doth by his mantle ; with that he ſmites the waters, 
and the- y, as fearing the divine power which wrought 
with the prophets, run away from him, and ſtand 
on heaps, leaving their dry channel for the pailage of 
thoſe awful feet: it is not long ſince he mulcted 
them with a general exſiccation; now he only bids 
them ſtand atde, and give way to his laſt walk, that 
he might with dry feet mount up into the celeſtial 
chariot. 

The waters do not now firſt obey him; they know 
that mantle of old, wliich hath oft given laws to 
their falling, ring, ſtanding; they are paſt over, and, 
now when Elijab finds himſelf treading on luis lafl 
earth, he proilers a NW" hoon to his faithful 
ſervaut, A what 1 /vall do for thee, before [ an: 
taken from thee. I do not hear him fav, Aſk of me 
when I am gone; in my glorified condition, I ſhall 
be more able to beſtcad thee ; but, Aſk befor go. 
We have a communion with the ſaints departed, not 
2 commerce: when they are enabled to do more for 

us, they are leis apt to be ſolicited by us: it is ſafe 
ſuing where we are ture to be heard. Had not £/i- 
Jah received a peculiar inſtinct for this proTer, he had 
not 
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not been thus liberal: it were preſumption to be 
bountiful on another's coſt, without leave of the own. 
er. The mercy of our good God allows his favour. 
ites not only to receive, but to give; not only to re. 
ceive for themſelves, but to convey bleflings to o- 
thers; what can that man want that is befriended of 
the faithful. | 

Eliſha needs not go far to ſeek for a ſuit, it was in 
his heart, his mouth. Let à double portion of thy ſyi. 
rit be upon me. Every prophet muſt be a ſon to LI. 
jah ; but Zhfha would be his heir, and craves the 
happy right of his primogeniture, the double ſhare 1g 
his brethren. It was not wealth, nor ſafety, nor eaſe, 
nor honour that Eliſba cares for; the world lies open 
before him, he may take his choice, the reſt he con- 
temneth, nothing will ſerve him but a large meaſure 
of his maſter's ſpirit: no carnal thought was guilty 
of this ſacred ambition. AfﬀeRation of eminence was 
too baſe a conceit to fall into that man of God. He 
ſaw that the times needed ſtrong convictions, he ſay 
that he could not otherways wield the ſucceſſion to 
ſuch a maſter, therefore he ſues for a double portion 
of ſpirit; the ſpirit of prophecy to foreknow, the ſpi- 
rit of power to work. We cannot be too covetous, 
too ambirious of ſpiritual gifts, ſuch eſpecially as may 
enable us to win moſt advantage to God in our voca- 
tions. Our wiſhes are the true touch-{tone of our 
eſtate; ſuch as we wiſh to be, we are. Worldly 
hearts affect earthly things; ſpiritual, divine. We 
cannot better know what we are indeed, than by what 
we would be. | | 

Elijah acknowledges the difficulty, and promiles 
the grant of ſo great a requeſt, ſuſpended yet upon 
the condition of Eliſba's eye-light. If thou /ee 
when I am taken from thee, it ſhall be fo unto thee; 
but if not, it ſhall not be. What are the eyes to the 


furniture of the ſoul? what power is there in thoſe 
| ihre 
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riſire beams to draw down a double portion of Elijab's 
ſpirit ? God doth not always look ar efficacy and me- 
rit in the conditions of our actions, bur at the free- 
dom of his own appointments. The eye was only 
to be employed as the ſervant of the heart, that the 
deſires might be ſo much more intended with the 
fight. Vehemence is the way to ſpeed, both in earth 


and in heaven. If but the eye-lids of Eliſbd fall, if 


his thoughts flacken, his hopes are daſhed. There 
muſt be fixedneſs and vigilance in thoſe that deſire 
double graces. 

Elizah was going on and talking, when the charior 
of heaven came to fetch him: ſurely, had not that 
colference been needfu! and divine, it had given way 
to meditation, and Elijah had been taken up rather 
from his knees, than from his feet. There can be 
no better poſture or ſtate, for the meſſenger of our 


diſſolution to find us in, than in a diligent proſecution 


of our calling. The buſy attendance of our holy vo- 
cation is no leſs pleaſing to God, than an immediate 
devotion. Happy is the ſervant whom the maſter, 
when he comes, ſhall find fo doing. | 

O the ſingular glory of Elijah What mortal crea- 
ture ever had this honour to be viſibly fetched by the 
angels of Ged to his heaven? Every ſoul of the elect 
is attended and carried to bleſſedneſs by thoſe inviſible 
meſſengers; but, what fleſh and blood was ever 
graced wirh ſuch a convoy? There are three bodily 
inhabitants of heaven, Enoch, Elijab, our Saviour 
Chriſt; the firſt before the law, the ſecond under 
the law, the third under the goſpel, all three in a 
ſeyeral form of tranflation. Our bleffed Saviour 
raſed himſelf to and above the heavens, by his own 
immediate power ; he aſcended as the Son, they as 
ſervants: he as God, they as creatures. Elijah aſcend- 
ed by the viſible miniſtry of angels; Enoch inſenſibly. 
Wherefore, O God, haſt thou done this, but to give 
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us a taſte of what ſhall be! to let us ſee that heaven 
was never ſhut to the faithful; to give us aſſurance of 
the future glorification of this mortal and corruptible 
art ! 

l Even thus, O Saviour, when thou ſhalt deſcend 
from heaven with a ſhout, with the voice of an arch- 
angel, and with the trumpet of God, we that are a- 
live and remain ſhall be caught up, together with the 
raiſed bodies of thy ſaints, into the clouds, to meet 
thee in the air, to dwell with thee in glory. 

Many forms have thoſe celeſtial ſpirits taken to 
themſelves, in their apparitions to men: but, of all 
other, moſt often hath the Almighty made his meſ- 
ſengers a flame of fire; never more properly than 


here. How had the Spirit of God kindled the hot 


fires of zeal in the breaſt of Elijah How had this 
prophet thrice commanded fire from heayen to earth! 
How tfitly now at laſt do theſe ſeraphical fires carry 
him from earth to heaven! 

What do we ſee in this rapture of Elijah, but vio- 
lence and terror, whirlwind and fire? two of thoſe 
fearful repreſentations which the prophet had in the 
rock. of Horeb. Never any man entered into glory 
with, eaſe; even the moſt favourable change hath 
ſome equivalency to a natural diſſolution. Although, 
doubtleſs, to Elijah this fire had a lightſomeneſs and 
reſplendence, not terror; this whirlwind had ſpeed, 
not violence. Thus haſt thou, O Saviour, bidden 
us, when the elements ſhall be diſſolved, and the 
heavens ſhall be flaming about our ears, to lift up our 


heads with joy, becauſe our redemption draweth nigh, 


Come death, come fire, come whirlwind, they are 
W orthy to be welcome, that ſhall carry us to immor- 
tality ! 
This arreption was ſudden, yet Eliſha ſees both 
the chariot and the horſes, and the aſcent ; and crics 


to his now changed maſtep, between heayen and 
carth, 
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earth, My father, my father, the chariot of Iſrael, 
and the horſemen thereof. Shaphat of Abel-meholah 
hath yielded this title ro Elijah, the natural father of 
Eliſha, to the ſpiritual: neither of them may be ne- 
glected; but, after the yoke of oxen killed at the 
farewel, we hear of no more greetings, no more be- 
wailings of his bodily parent; and now, that jah 
is taken from him, he cries out like a diſtreſſed orphan, 
My father, my father ; and, when he hath loſt the 
fight of him, he rends his clothes in pieces, accord- 
ing to the faſhion of the moſt pathonate mourners : 
that E/:/þa ſees his maſter half way in heaven, cannot 
take away the ſorrow of his loſs. The departure of 
a faithful prophet of God is worthy of our lamenta- 
tion: neither is it private affection that muſt fway our 
grief, but reſpects to the public. Ehjha ſays not on- 


| iy, My father, but, the chariot and horſemen of I. 


rael, That we have forgone a father, ſhould not 
ſo much trouble us, as that Mae hath loſt his guard. 
Certainly the view of this heavenly chariot and horſes, 
that came for Elijah, puts Eliſba in mind of that cha- 
not and horſemen which Elijah was to [/rae/. Theſe 
were God's chariots, Elijah was theirs: God's cha- 
lot and theirs are, upon the ſame wheels, mounted 
into heaven. No forces are ſo ſtrong as the ſpiritu- 
al; the prayers of an Elijah are more powerful, than 
all the armies of fleſn. The firſt thing that this ſeer 
diſcerns, after the ſeparation of his maſter, is the na- 
kedneſs of //rae! in his loſs. If we muſter ſoldiers, 
and lofe - zealous prophets, it is but a woful ex- 
change. 

Elyjah's mantle falls from him in the riſing ; there 
Was no uſe of that, whither he was going ; there was, 
whence he was taken. Eliſba juſtly rakes up this 
dear monument of his glorified maſter : a good ſup- 
ply for his rent garments. This was it which, in 
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preſage of his future right, Elijah inveited him with. 
al upon the firſt ſight, when he was ploughing with 
the twelve yoke of oxen; now it falls from heaven 
to his poſſeiLon. I do not ſee him adore fo Precious 
a relique, I'ſee him take it up and caſt it about 
him. Penſive and maſterleſs does he now come 
back to the banks of Jordan, whole ſtream he. muſt 
paſs in his return to the ſchools of the prophets, 
Erewbile he ſaw what way that river gave to the 
mantle of Elgah, he knew that power was not in the 
cloth, but in the ſpirit of him that wore it. To t 

therefore whether he were no leſs the heir of that 
{ſpirit than of that garment, he took the mantle of 
Elijah, and ſmate the waters, and ſaid, Where i; 
the Lord God of Elijah? Eliſba doth not expoſin- 
late and challenge, but pray: as if he had faid, 
Lord God, it was thy promiſe to me by my depan- 
ed maſter, that if I ſhould ſee him in his laſt pal 
ſage, a double portion of his ſpirit ſhould be upon 
me: I tollowed him with my eyes in that fire and 
whirlwind : now therefore, O God, make good thy 
gracious word to thy ſervant ſhew ſome toke 
unto me for good; make this the firſt proof of the 
miraculous power wherewich thou ſhalt endue me; 
let Fordan give the ſame way to me, that it gase 
to my maſter, Immediately the ſtream, as acknon- 
ledging the ſame mantle, though in another hand, 
divides itſelf, and yields paſſage to the ſucceſſor of 
Elijah. 

The fifty ſons of the prophets, having been afar- 
off witneſſes of theſe admirable events, do well ſce 
that Elijah, tho' tranſlated in body, hath yet left vs 
ſpirit behind him: they meer Eliſba, and bow them 
ſelves to the ground before him. It was not the out- 
fide of Elijah which they had wont to ſtoop unte 
with ſo much veneration, it was his fpirit, which, 


ſince my now find in another ſubject, they enter: 
tail 
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ain with equal reverence: no envy, no emulati- 
an raiſeth up their ſtomachs againſt Eijab's ſervant, 
but, where they ſee eminent graces, they are willing- 


jy proſtrate, Thoſe that are truly gracious, do no- 


[els rejoice in the riches of others gifts, than humbly 
under-value their own. Theſe men were trained 
up in the ſchools of the prophets, Eliſba at the plough 
and cart; yet, now they ſtand not upon terms of 
their worth, and his meanneſs, but meekly fall down 
before him whom God had honoured : it is not to be 
regarded who the man is, but whom God would 
make him. The more unlikely the means are, the 
more is the glory of the workman : it is the praiſe 
of an holy ingenuity to magnify the graces of God, 
where-ever 1g finds them. 

Theſe young prophets are no leſs full of zeal, 
than reverence ;z zeal to Elijah, reverence to Eliſha. 
They ſee Elifab carried up in the air; they knew 
this was not the firit time of his ſupernatural removal: 
imagining it therefore poſſible, that the ſpirit of God 
had caſt him upon ſome remote mountain, or valley, 
they proffer the labour of their ſervants to ſeek him. 
In ſome things, even profeſſed ſeers are blind: could 
they think God would fend ſuch a chariot and horſes 
for a leſs voyage than heaven. 

Eliſba, knowing his maſter beyond all the ſphere 


of mortality, forbids them; good-will makes them 


unmannerly, their importunity urges him till he is a- 
ſhamed ; not his approbation, but their vehemence 
carries at laſt a condeſcent, elſe he might, perhaps, 
have ſeemed envioufly unwilling to fetch back ſo ad- 
mired a maſter and loath to forgo that mantle. Some 
things may be yielded for the redeeming of our own 
yexation, and avoidance of others miſ- conſtruction, 
_ out of true judgment, we ſee no cauſe to af- 
Cet. 


The 
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The meſſengers, tired with three days ſearch, tum 


back as wiſe as they went. Some men are belt ſat. 


fied when they have wearied themſelves in their own 
Ways: nothing will teach them wit bur difappoint. 
ments. Their painful error leads them to a right 
conceit of Elijah's happier tranſportation. Thoſe 
that would find Elijah, let them aſpire to the heaven. 
Iv paradiſe; let them follow the high ſteps of his fin- 
cere faithfulneſs, ſtrong patience, undaunted courage, 
fervent zeal; ſhortly, let them walk in the ways of 
his holy and conſtant obedience; at laſt, God ſhal 
ſend the fiery chariot of death to fetch them up u 
hat heaven of heavens, where they fhall triumph in 
everlaſting joys. 


CoxTEM. vi. ELIIs HA healing the waters 
Curſing the children, — Relieving the kings. 


| FF is good making uſe of a prophet while we hare 


him. Elba ſtayed ſomewhile at Jericho, the 
citizens reſort to him with a common ſuit : their ſtruc- 
ture was not more pleaſant than their waters unwhol- 
fome, and their foil by thoſe corrupt waters : they 
ſue to Lliſba for the remedy. Why had they not all 
this while made their moan to Elijah? Was it that 
they were more awed with his greater auſterity? or was 
it, that they met not with ſo fit an opportunity of his 
commoration amongſt them? It was told them what 
power Eliſba had exerciſed upon the waters of r- 
dan, and now they ply him for theirs. Examples of 
beneficence eatily move us to a requeſt and expetta- 
tion of favours. 

What ailed the waters of Jericho? ſurely, originally 
they were not ill affected: no men couid be fo fooliſh 
as to build a city where neither earth nor water were 
uſeful: mere proſpect could not carry men to the 


neglect of health and profit, Hie the Bet helite would 
never 
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erer have re-edified it with the danger of a curſe, 
© lately as in the days of Ahab, if it had been of old 
atorious for ſo foul an annoyance: not therefore the 
ncient malediction of Jaſbua, not the neighbourhood 
if that noiſome lake of Sodom, was, guilty of this 
teaſe of the ſoil and waters, but the late {ins of the 
nhabitants» He turneth the rivers into a wilderneſs, 
ind «water-ſprings into a dry ground; a fruitful land 
uo barrenneſs, for the wickedneſs of them that dwell 
lerein. How oft have we ſeen the ſame field both 
yl and famiſhing? How oft the ſame waters both 
ae, and, by ſome eruption, or new tincture, hurt- 
ul? Howſoe ver natural cauſes may concur, heaven 
and earth, and air and waters, follow the temper of 
qur fouls, of our lives, and are therefore indiſpoſed 
becauſe we are ſo. Fericho began now to make itſelf 
capable of a better ſtare, ſince it was now become a 
receptacle of prophets: Eliſba is willing to gratify his 
bolts; it is reaſon that any place ſhould fare the bet- 
ter for the preſence of divines. The medicine is 
nore ſtrange than the diſeaſe; Bring me a new cruſe, 
and put ſalt therein. Why a cruſe? why new? why 
alt in that new cruſe? How ſhould ſalt make water 
potable? or, if there were any ſuch virtue in it, what 
could a cruſeful do to a whole current? or, if that 
meaſure were ſufficient, what was the age of the cruſe 
to the force of the ſalt? Yet Eliſha calls for ſalt in a 
new cruſe. God, who wrought this by his prophet, 
5 2 free agent; as he will not bind his power to 
means, ſo will he, by his power, bind unlikely means 
lo perform his will. 

Natural proprieties have no place in miraculous 
works : no leſs eaſy is it for God to work by contra- 
ty, than ſubordinate powers. 

The prophet doth not caſt the ſalt into the chan- 
nel, but into the ſpring of the waters. If the foun- 
un be redreſſed, the ſtreams cannot be faulty; as, 

contrarily, 
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contrarily, the purity and ſoundneſs of the ſtream ,. 
vails nothing to the redreſs of the fountain. Refyy. 
mation muſt begin at the well-head of the abufte. 
The order of being is a good guide to the method 9 
amending, Virtue doth not run backward. Had J. 
liſba caſt the ſalt into the brooks and ditches, the re. 
medy muſt have ſtriven againſt the ſtream to reach 
up to the ſpring ; now it is but one labour to cure 
the fountain. Our heart is a well of bitter and ye. 
nomous water, our actions are the ſtreams ; in van 
mall we cleanſe our hands, while our hearts are el. 
The cruſe and the ſalt muſt be their own ; the 28 
mult be his, the power God's. He caſt the ſalt im 
the ſpring, and ſaid, Thus ſaith the Lord, I har 
healed theſe waters; there ſball not be from thence a. 
ny more death or barrenneſs. Far was it from [Fiſhy 
to challenge onght to himſelf. Before, when he 
ſhould divide the waters of Jordan, he did not fay, 
Where is the power of Elia, but, Where is the 
Lord God of Elijah? and now, when he ſhould cur: 
the waters of Jericho, he ſays not, Thus faith EAI, 
but, Thus faith the Lord, I have healed theſe water, 
How careful is the man of God that no part of 
God's glory. ſhould ſtick to his own fingers! Jerichy 
ſhall know to whom they owe the blefling, that they 


may duly return the thanks. Eliſba profeſſes he cat 


do no more of himſelf than that ſalt, than that cruſe; 
only God ſhall work by him, by it; and Whatever 
that Almighty hand undertakes, cannot fail, yea l 
already done; neither doth he ſay, I ii heal, but, 
I have healed. Even ſo, O God, if thou caſt into 
the fountain of our hearts but one cruſeful of the {al 
of thy Spirit, we are whole, no thought can paſs be- 
tween the receipt and the remedy. 

As the general viſiter of the ſchools of the pro 
phets, Eliſha paſſeth from Jericho to that other co 


lege at Bethel. Bethel was a place of ſtrange con 
85 poſition; 
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poſition 3 there was at once the golden calf of Jerc- 


boam, and the ſchool of God; true religion and ido- 


latry found a free harbour within thoſe walls. I do 


not marvel that God's prophets would plant there; 
there was the moſt need of their preſence, where 
they found the ſpring-head of corruption : phyſicians 
are of moſt uſe where. diſeaſes do abound. As he 
was going up by the way, there came forth little chil- 
dren out of the city, and mocked him, and ſaid to him, 
Go up thou bald-head ; Go up thou bald-head. Even 
the very boys of Bethel have learned to ſcoff at a 
propher ; the ſpite of their idolatrous parents is eaſi- 
y propagated ; children are ſuch as their inſtitution ; 
infancy is led altogether by imitation, it hath nei- 
ther words nor actions, but infuſed by others; if 
it have good or ill language, it is but borrowed, 
and the ſhame or thank is due to thoſe that lent it 
them. 

What was it that theſe ill- taught children upbraid- 
ed to the prophet, but a flight natural defect, not 
worthy the name of -a blemiſh, the want of a little 
hair ; at the beſt a comely excrement, no part of the 
body. Had there been dene in that ſmoothneſs of 
the head, which ſome great wits have honoured with 
praiſes, a faultleſs and remedileſs eye- ſore had been 
no fit matter for a taunt. How ſmall occaſions will 
be taken to diſgrace a prophet! if they could have 
laid ought worſe, Eliſba had not heard of this; God 
had crowned that head with honour, which the Be- 
theti/þ children loaded with ſcorn, Who would have 
thought the rude terms of waggiſh boys worthy of 
any thing but negle& ! Eliſba looks at them with ſe- 
rere brows, and, like the heir of him that called 
down fire upon the two captains and their fifties, 
curſes them in the name of the Lord; two ſhe- bears, 
out of the wood, haſten to be Lis executioners, and 
tear two and forty of them in pieces. © fearful ex- 
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ample of divine juſtice ! This was not the revenge of 
an angry prophet, it was the puniſhment of a righte. 
ous judge. God and his ſeer looked through theſe 
children at the parents, at all Iſrael; he would pu- 
niſh the parents miſnurturing their children, to the 
contemptuous uſage of a prophet, with the death of 
thoſe children which they had miſ-taught. He would 
teach /racl what it was to miſuſe a prophet ; and, if 
he would not endure theſe contumelies unrevenged 
in the mouths of children, what vengeance was e- 
nough for aged perſecutors? | 

Doubtleſs ſome of the children efcaped to tell the 
news of their fellows : what lamentation do we think 
there was in the ſtreets of Bethel / how did the di- 
ſtreſſed mothers wring their hands for this woful or- 
bation ! And now when they came forth to fetch the 
remnaats of their own fleſh; what a fad ſpectacle it 
was to find the fields ſtrewed with thoſe mangled car- 
caſes! It is an unprofitable forrow that follows a judg- 
ment. Had theſe parents been as careful to train up 
their children in good diſcipline, and to correct their 
diſorders, as they are now paſſionate in bemoaning 
their loſs, this flaughter had never been. In vain 
do we look for good of thoſe. chidren, whoſe edu- 
cation we have neglected. In vain do we grieve for 
thoſe miſcarriages which our care might have pre- 
rented. : 

Eliſha knew the ſucceſs, yet doth he not balk the 
city of Bethel. Do we not wonder that the furious 
impatience of thoſe parents, whom the curſe of Hl. 
ſha robbed of their children, did not break forth to 
ſome malicious practice againſt the prophet ? would 
we not think the prophet might miſdoubt ſome hard 
meaſure from thoſe exaſperated citizens? There lay 
his way; he follows God without fear of men, a 
well knowing that cither they durſt not, or = 

| | cou 
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could not act violence. They knew there were bears 
in the wood, and fires in heaven, and, if their ma- 
lice would have ventured above their courage, they 
could have no more power over Eliſba in the ſtreets, 


- than thoſe hungry beaſts had in the way. Whither 


dare not the prophet go when God calls him? Ha- 
ring viſited the ſchools of the prophets, Eliſba re- 
tires to mount Carmel, and, after ſome holy ſolitari- 
neſs, returns to the city of Samaria. He can never 
be a profitable ſeer, that is either always or never 
alone. Carmel ſhall fit him for Samaria, contempla- 
tion for action: that mother city of 1/rae/, muſt 
needs afford him moſt work ; yet is the throne of 
Ahaziah ſucceeded by a brother leſs ill than himſelf, 
than the parents of both. Ahab's impiety hath not 
a perfect heir of Jehoram : that ſon of his hates his 


| Baal, though he keeps his calves. Even into the 


moſt wicked families it pleaſeth God to caſt his pow- 
erful reſtraints, that all are not equally vicious. It 


z no news to ſee lewd men make ſcruple of ſome 


ſins; the world were not to hve in, if all fins were 
affected by all: it is no thank ro Ahab and Fezebel 
that their fon is no Baalite. As no good is traduced 
from parents, ſo not all evil: there is an almighty 
hand that ſtops the foul current of nature, at his 
pleaſure 3 no idolater can fay, that his child thall not 
be a convert. 

The aſſinity betwixt the houſes of ael and Ju- 
dab, holds good in ſucceſſion; Fehoram inherits the 
ſriendhip, the aid of Jeheſaphat; whoſe counſel, as 
8 molt likely, had cured him of that Baaliſn. It was 
2 good war whereto he ſolicits the good king of 
fudab, The king of Moab, who had been an anci- 
ett tributary from the days of David, falls now from 
lis homage, and refuſes to pay his hundred thou- 
land lambs, and hundred thouſand rams with fleeces, 
i the king of Iſrael; the backs of Hrael can ill 
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miſs the wool of Moab, they will put on iron to re. 
cover their cloth. Jeho/aphat had been once well 
chid, well frighted, for joining with Ahab againſt 4. 
ram; yet, doth he not ſtick now again to come into 
the field with Jehoram, againſt Moab : the cauſe ig 
more favourable, leſs dangerous. Baal is caſt down; 
the images of the falſe gods are gone, though the 
falſe images of the true God ſtand till : beſides, this 
rebellious Moab had joined with the Syrians former. 
ly againſt Judah, ſo as Fehoſaphat is intereſted in 


the revenge. 


After reſolution of the end, wiſely do theſe king 
deliberate of the way. Ir is agreed to paſs through 
Edom ; that kingdom was annexed to the crown of 
Judah ; well might Feho/aphat make bold with his 
own. It was, it ſeems, a march far about in the 
meaſure of the way, but neareſt to their purpoſe; 
the aſſault would be more eaſy, if the paſſage were 
more tedious. The three kings of Iſrael, Judah, B 
dom, together with their armies, are upon foot; 
they are no ſooner come into the parching wilds of 
Edom, than they are ready to die for thirſt. If the 
channels were far off, yet the waters were farther: 
the ſcorching beams of the ſun have dried them up, 
and have left thoſe rivers more fit for walk than en- 
tertainment. What are the greateſt monarchs of the 
world, if they want but water to their mouths! 
What can their crowns, and plumes, and rich arms 
avail them, when they are abridged but of that 
which is the drink of beaſts? With dry tongues and 
lips, do they now confer of their common mitery. 
Jehoram deplores the calamity into which they were 
fallen, but Jehoſaphat aſks for a prophet ; every 
man can bewail a miſery, every man cannot find 
the way out of it: ſtill yet I hear good Fehoſaphat 
ſpeak too late; he ſhould have inquired for a pro- 
phet, ere he had gone forth, ſo had he _ 
| ele 
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theſe ſtraits. Not to conſult at all with God is Je- 
lyram's fin, to conſult late is Jehoſaphat's; the for- 
ner is atheous careleſneſs, the latter forgetful over- 
joht. The beſt man may ſlacken good duties, the 
worſt contemns them. 

Not without ſome ſpeciality from God, doth Eliſha 
ſollow the camp; elſe, that had been no element for 
a prophet : little did the good king of Judah think 
that God was ſo near him; purpoſely, was this holy 
ſeer ſent for the ſuecour of Fehoſaphat and his faith- 
ful followers, when they were ſo far from dreaming 
of their delivery, that they knew not of a danger. 
It would be wide with the beſt men, if the eye of 
divine Providence were not open upon them, when 
the eye of their care is ſhut towards it. How well 
did Eliſa in the wars? the ſtrongeſt ſquadron of / 
nel was within that breaſt : all their armour of proof 
had not ſo much ſafety and protection, as his mantle. 


Though the king of 1/-ae/ would take no notice of 


the prophet, yet one of his courtiers did; lere is E- 
liſha the ſon of Shaphat, which poured water on the 
hands of Elijah; this follower of Fehoram knows E- 
le by his own name, by his father's, by his ma- 
ters. The court of 1/rae/ was profane and idola- 
trous enough; yet, even there, God's prophet had 
both knowledge and honour ; his very ſervice to Eli- 
jah was enough to win him reverence. It is better 
to be an attendant of ſome man, than be attended by 
many; that he had poured water on Elijab's hands 
was inſinuation enough, that he could pour out wa- 
ter for thoſe three kings. The three kings walked 
down, by the motion of Jehoſaphat, to the man of 
God: it was news to ſee three kings going down to 
the ſervant of him who ran before the chariot of A- 
hab. Religion and neceſſity have both of them 
much power of humiliation, I know not whether 

more; 


— I ST in. * _ 
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more; either zeal, or need, will make a prophet lo. 
noured. 

How ſharply dares the man of God to chide hi; 
ſovereign, the king of ael The liberty of the pro- 
phets was no leſs ſingular than their calling; he tha 
would borrow their tongue, muſt ſhew their com. 
miſſion. As God reproved kings for their ſakes, ſo 
did not they ſtick to reprove kings for his ſake. Thu; 
much freedom they mult leave to their ſucceſſors, tha 
we may not ſpare the vices of them, whoſe perſons 
we mult ſpare. _ 

Juſtly is Zehoram turned off to the prophets of his 
father, and the prophets of his mother. It is but 
right and equal, that thoſe, which we have made the 
comfort and ſtay of our peace, ſhould be the refuge 
of our extremity. If our proſperity have made the 
world our God, how worthily ſhall our death-bed be 
choked with this exprobration! Neither would the 
caſe bear an apology, nor the time an expoſtulation; 
_Feheram cannot excuſe, he can complain; he find 
that now three kings, three kingdoms are at the mer- 
cy of one prophet; it was ume for him to ſpeak fair; 
nothing ſounds from him but lamentations and entrea- 
ties; Nay, for the Lord hath called theſe three kings 
together to deliver them into the hand of Moab. - Je. 
horam hath ſo much grace as to confeſs the impotency 
of thoſe he had truited, and the power of that God 
whom he had neglected; every ſinner cannot ſee and 
acknowledge the hand of God in his ſuſſcrings. A.. 
ready hath the diſtreſſed prince gained ſomething by 
his miſery : none complains ſo much, as he, none feels 
ſo much as he; all the reſt ſuffer for him, and there- 
fore he ſuiters in them all, ; 297 

The man of God, who well ſees the inſufficiency 
of Jehoram's humiliation, lays on yet more load; 
As the Lord liveth before whom I ſtand, ſurely, were 
il not that I regard the preſence of Jehoſaphat the 


hing 
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bng of Judah, I would not look toward thee, nor ſee 
ee, Behold the double ſpirit of Elijah! the maſter 
vas not more bold with the father, than the ſervant 
was with the fon. Eliſha was a ſubje and a pro- 
het; he muſt ſay that as a prophet, which he might 
ot as a ſubject; as a prophet he would not have 
hoked at him, whom as a ſubject he would have bow- 
ed to. It is one thing when God ſpeaks by him, an- 
cher when he ſpeaks of himſelf ; that it might well 
ppear his diſlike of ſin ſtood with his honour. of ſo- 
ſereignty, Jehoſaphat goes away with that reſpect 
which Jehoram miſſed ; no leſs doth God and his pro- 
det regard religious fincerity, than they abhor ido- 


lay and profaneneſs. What ſhall not be done for a 


9bſaphat * for his ſake ſhall thoſe two other prin- 
es, and their vaſt armies, live and prevail.  Edom 
nd Iſrael, whether ſingle or conjoined, had periſh- 
& by the drought of the defart, by the ſword of 
Moab ; one Fehoſaphat gives them both life and vic- 
tory. It is in the power of one good man to oblige a 
world; we receive true, though inſenſible favours, 
from the preſence of the . righteous. Next to being 
good, it is happy to converſe with them that are ſo; 
f ye be not bettered by their example, we are bleſt 
by their protection. 

Who wonders not to hear a prophet call for a min- 
rel in the midſt of that mournful diſtreſs of 1/rae! 
and Judah! who would not have expected his charge 
of tears and prayers, rather than of muſic: how un- 
reaſonable are ſongs to an heavy heart! It was not 
for their ears, it was for his own boſom, that E/i/ba 
aled for muſic ; that his ſpirits, after their zealous 
gation, might be ſweerly compoſed, and put into 
a meet temper for receiving the calm viſions of God. 
Perhaps it was ſome holy Levite that followed the 


ar of Jeboſaphat, whoſe minſtrelſy was required 


fot {© ce 2 purpoſe. None but a quiet breaft is 
capable 
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capable of divine revelations ; nothing is more py. 
erful to ſettle a, troubled heart than a melodious har. 
mony; the ſpirit of prophecy was not the more in. 


vited, the prophet's ſpirit was the better diſpoſed, 


by pleaſing ſounds. The ſame God, that will reyeal 
his will to the prophet, ſuggeſts this demand, Bring 
me a minſtrel. How many fay thus, when they 
would put God from them! Profane mirth, wanton 
muſic, debauches the ſoul, and makes no leſs room 
for the unclean ſpirit, than ſpiritual melody doth for 

the divine. | 
No prophet had ever the ſpirit at command. The 
hand of the minſtrel can do nothing without the hand 
of the Lord: while the muſic ſounds in the ear, Gol 
ſpeaks to the heart of Eliſba; Thus ſaith the Lird, 
Make this valley full of ditches ; ye ſhall not ſee wind, 
neither ſhall ye ſee rain, yet that valley ſhall be full 
water, &c. To ſee wind and rain, in the height of 
that drought, would have ſeemed as wonderful az 
pleaſing; but to ſee abundance of water, without 
wind or rain, was yet more miraculous. I know not 
how the fight of the means abates our admiration of 
the effect; where no cauſes can be found out, we 
are forced to confeſs omnipotency. Elijah relieved 
Iſrael with water, but it was out of the clouds, and 
| thoſe clouds roſe from the ſea; but whence Elba 

ſhall fetch it, is not more marvellous than ſecret. 

All that evening, all that night, muſt the faith of 
Iſrael and Fudah be exerciſed with expectation. At 
the hour of the morning facrifice, no ſooner did the 
blood of that oblation guſh forth, than the ſtreams 
of water guſhed forth into their new channels, and 
filled the country with a refreſhing moiſture : Hl. 
jah fetched down his fire at the hour of the even- 
ing ſacrifice; Eliſba fetched up his water at the hour 
of che morning ſacriſice. God gives refpet to li 
| Ol 
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own hours, for the encouragement of our obſerva- 
tion: if his wifdom hath ſet us any peculiar times, 
we cannot keep them without a bleſſing: the deyo- 
tions of all true Fews, all the world over, were in 
that hour combined. How ſeaſonably doth the wiſ- . 
dom of God pick out that inſtant, wherein he might 
at once auſwer both Eliſha's prophecy, and his peo- 
ple's prayers. | x 

The prophet hath aſſured the kings, not of water 
only, but of victory. Moab hears of enemies, and 
is addrefled to war; their own error ſhall cut their 
throats; they riſe ſoon cnough to beguile them- 
ſelves ; the beams of the riſing ſun, gliſtering upon 
thoſe vaporous and unexpected waters, carried, in the 
eyes of ſome Moabrtes, a ſemblance of blood; a few 
eyes were enough to fill all ears with a falſe noiſe; 
the deceived ſenſe miſcarries the imagination. 70s 
us blood, the kings are ſurely ſlain, and they have 


ſmitten one another; now therefore, Moab to the 


ſpoil. Civil broils give juſt adyantage to a common 
enemy; therefore muſt the camps be ſpoiled, becauſe 
the kings have ſmitten each other. Thoſe that ſhall 
be deceived are given over to credulity ; the Moabztes 
do not examine either the conceit or the report, but 
fy in confuſedly upon the camp of 1/rae/, whom 
they find, too late, to have no enemies but themſelves; 
as if death would not have haſtened enough to them, 
they come to fetch it, theF come to challenge it; it 
leizerh upon them unavoidably; they are ſmitten, 
their cities razed, their lands marred, their wells 
ſtopped, their trees felled, as if God meant to waſte 
them but once. | 

No onſets are ſo furious as the laſt aſſaults of the 


deſperate. The king of Moab now hopeleſs of re- 


very, would be glad to ſhut up with a pleaſing re- 
renge ;* with ſeven hundred reſolute | followers, he 
ruſhes into the battle towards the king of Edom, as 

Vor. II. Mm it 
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if he wou'd bid death welcome, might he but carry 


with him that deſpited neighbour ; and now, mad 
with the repulſe, he returns ; and, whether as angry 
with his deſtiny, or as barbarouſly affecting to win his 
cruel gods with fo dear a facrifice, he offers them, 
with his own hand, the blood of his eldeſt fon in the 
ſight of //rae/, and ſends him up in ſmoke to thoſe 
Helliſh deities. O prodigious act, whether of rage or 
of devotion ! Whar an hand hath Satan over his mi. 
ſerable vaſſals! What marvel is it to fee men ſacrifice 
their ſouls in an unfelt oblation, to theſe plauſible 
tempters, when their own fleſh and blood hath nor 
been ſpared! There is no tyrant to the prince of dark- 
neſs. 


ConTEM. vii. EL1tSHA-with the SHUNAMITE, 


x: | HE holy prophets under the Old Teſtament, did 

not abtur the marriage- bed; they did not think 
themſelves too pure for an inſtitution of their Maker, 
The diſtreſſed widow of one of the ſons of the pro- 
phets comes to El;/ha to bemoan her condition; her 
huſband is dead, and dead in debt; death hath no 
ſooner ſeized on him, than her two ſons, the remain- 
ing comfort of her life, are to be ſeized on, by his cre- 
ditors, for bond- men. How thick did the miſeries of 
this poor afflicted woman light upon her! Her hut- 
band is loſt, her eſtate clogged with debts, her chu 
dren ready to be taken for flaves. Her huſband was 
a religious and worthy man; he paid his debts to na- 
ture, he could not to his creditors ; they are cruel, 
and rake in the ſcarce-cloſed wound of her ſorrow, 
paſſing an arreſt worſe than death upon her ſons: wi 
- dowhood, poverty, ſervitude, have conſpired to make 
her perfectly miſerable. Virtue and goodeſs can pay 
no debts. "The holieſt man may be deep in arrearages, 


and break the bank; not through laviſhneſs, and 7 
0 
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of expence, (religion teaches us to moderate our 


y hands, to ſpend within the proportion of our ellate) 
ad but through either iniquity of times, or evil caſualties, 
7 ab and Fezebel were lately in the throne, who 
his can marvel that a prophet was in debt? It was well 
m, that any good man might have his breath tree, tho? 
he his eſtate were not: wiltully ro ovcrlaſh our ability, 
ole cannot ſtand with wiſdom and good government; but 
or ao Providence can guard us from crofles. Holineſs 
mi- is no more defence againſt debt, than agaiuſt death. 
ice Grace can keep us from unthritrineſs, not from want. 
ble Whither doth the prophet's widow come to bewail her 
Not caſe, but ro Elia. Every one would not be ſenhble 
rk of her affliction, or if they would pity, yer could not 


relieve her; E/iſpa could do both; into his ear doth 
ſe unload her griefs. It is no ſmall point of wifdom 
k. to know where to plant our lamentation; otherways, 


intead of comfort, we may meet with ſcorn and ia- 
did ſcltation. 


ink None can ſo feelingly compaſſionate the hard terms 
Go of a prophet as an £/;/ha; he finds that the is not 
ro- querulouſly impatient, expreſſing her ſorrow without 
her nurmuring and diſcontentment, making a loving and 
no honourable mention of that huſband who had left her 
ain liltreſſed; readily therefore doth he incline to her 


cre- ſuccour. What fhall I do for thee? Tell me what 
s of Wl hoſt thou in thine houſe? Eliſha, when he hears 
hul- of her debts, aiks of her ſubſtance. Had her houſe 
chi. been furniſhed with any valuable commodity, the 
was Wl prophet implies the neceſſity of ſelling it for ſatisfac- 
na- on: our own abundance can ill ſtand with our en- 
eh, gagement to others. It is great injuſtice for us to be 
ow, full of others purſes : it is not our own which we owe 
Wi to another ; what is it other than a plauſible ſtealth 
nake WI to feed our riot with the want of the owner ? He that 
Pay WF could multiply her ſubſtance could know it: God 
iges, aud his prophet love to hear our neceſſities out of our 
riot M m 2 Own 
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own mouths. Thine hand-maid hath not any thing 
in the houſe, ſave a pot of oil. It is neither news 
nor ſhame for a prophet to be poor; grief and way 
perhaps haſtened hjs end ; both of them are left for 
the dowry of his careful widow. She had not com- 
plained, if there had been any poſhbility of remedy 
at home; baſhfulneſs had ſtopt her mouth thus long, 
and ſhould have done yet longer, if the exigence of 
her childrens ſervitude had not opened it. No want 
is ſo worthy of relief, as that which is loatheſt to come 
forth. Then he ſaid, Go borrow thee .veſjels abriad 
of all thy neighbours, even empty veſſelte, borrotm mt 
a few ; and when thou art come in, thou ſhalt ſbut 
the door upon thee, and upon thy fans, and jhalt pur 
out into all thoſe veſſels, and thou ſhalt ſet aſide that 
which ig Full. | | | 

She that owed much, and had nothing, yet muſt 
borrow more, that ſhe may pay all. Poverty had not 
ſo diſcredited her with her neighbours, that they 
ſhould doubt to lend her thoſe veſſels empty, which 
they had grudged full. Her want was too well known; 
it could not but ſeem ſtrange to the neighbours, to ſee 
this poor widow fo buſily peſtering her houſe with 
empty tubs, which they knew ſhe had nothing to fil; 
they knew well enough, ſhe had neither field nor 
vineyard, nor orchard, and therefore muſt needs 
marvel at ſuch unprofitable diligence. If their cur: 
oſity would be inquiring after her intentions, ſhe 5 
commanded ſecrecy. The doors muſt be ſhut upon 
herſelf, and her ſons, while the oil is increaſing. 
No eye ſhall fee the miracle in working, enow ſhal 


ſee it, once wrought. This act was no leſs a proof of 


her faith, than an improvement of her eſtate ; it was 
an exerciſe of her devotion, as well as of her il 
Fence; it was fit her doors ſhould be ſhut, while her 
heart and lips were opened in an holy invocation. Ou 
of one 1ſmal] jar was poured out ſo much oil, as by 2 
nuracn- 


BOOK XIX. Cox TEX. vir. 277 


n raculous multiplication filed all theſe empty caſks. 
dcarce had that pot any bottom, at leaſt the bottom 
that it had was to be meaſured by the brims of all 
thoſe vefſels; this was ſo deep, as they were high; 
could they have held more, this pot had not been 
empty. Lven ſo the bounty of our God gives grace 
aud glory, according to the capacity of the receiver; 
when he ceaſeth to infuſe, it is for want of room in 
the heart that takes it in; could we hold more, Q 
God, thou wonldſt give more: if there be any de- 
ſelt, it is in our veſſels, not in thy beneficence. How 
dd the heart of this poor widow run over, as with 
wonder, ſo with joy and thankfulneſs, to ſee ſuch a 
river of oil riſe out of fo ſmall a ſpring, to ſce all her 
veſſels ſwimming full with ſo beneficial a liquor! Juſt- 
ly is ſhe affected with this fight, ſhe is not tranſport- 
ed from her duty. I do not ſee her run forth into 
the ſtreet, and proclaim her ſtore, nor calling in her 
neighbours, whether to admire or bargain ; 1 ſee her 
running to the prophet's door, and gratefully acknow- 
edging the favour, and humbly depending on his di- 
rections, as not daring to diſpoſe of that which was 
ſo wonderfully given her, without the advice of him, 
by whoſe powerful means ſhe had received it; her 
own reaſon might have ſufficiently ſuggeſted what to 
do; ſhe dares not truſt it, but conſults with the oracle 
of God. If we wortld walk ſurely, we mult do nothing 
without a word; every action, every motion mult 
have a warrant: we can no more err with this guide, 
than not err without him. 

The prophet ſets her in a right way ; Go fell the 
ul, and pay thy debt, and live, thou, and thy chil- 
dren, on the reſt. The firſt cave is of her debts, the 
next, of her maintenance. Ir ſhould be groſs in- 
juſtice to raiſe means for herſelf, and her charge, ere 
ſhe have diſcharged the arrearages of her huſband. 
None of the oil was hers, tilt her creditors were fa- 
tisfied; 
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tisfied ; all was hers that remained. It is bur ſtealth 
to enjoy a borrowed ſubſtance: while the had 10. 
thing, it was no fin to owe; but, when once he; 
veſſels were full, ſhe could not have been guiltlek, 
if ſhe had not paid, before ſhe ſtored. God and his 
prophets were bountiful ; after the debt is paid, they 
provide not only againſt the thraldom of her charge, 
but againſt the want. It. is the juſt care of a religi. 
ous heart to defend the widow and children of a pro- 
het from diſtreſs and penury. 

Behold the true ſervant, and ſucceſſor of Elijah! 
what he did to the Sareptan widow, this did to the 
widow of a prophet. That increaſe of oil was by 
degrees, this at once; both equally miraculous; this 
ſo much more charitable, as it leſs concerned 'him- 
ſelf. 

He that gives kindneſſes, doth by turns receive 
them. Eliſha hath relieved a poor woman, is re- 
lieved by a rich. The Shunamite, a religious and 
wealthy matron, invites him to her houſe ; and now, 
after the firſt entertainment, finding his occaſions to 
call him to a frequent paſſage that way, moves her 
huſband to fit up, and furniſh a lodging for the man 
of God: it was his holineſs that made her deſirous 
of ſuch a gueſt ; well might the hope that ſuch an 
inmate would pay a bleſſing for his houſe-rent. 0 
happy Shunamite, that might make herſelf the hoſt- 
eſs of Eliſa! As no leſs dutiful than godly, ſhe im- 
parts her deſire to her huſband, whom her ſuit hath 
drawn into a partnerſhip in this holy hoſpitality; 
bleſſed of God is that man, whoſe bed yields him an 
help to heaven. The good Shunamite deſires not 
to harbour Eliſha in one of her wonted lodgings; {he 
ſolicits her huſband to build him a chamber on the 
wall apart ; ſhe knew. the tumult of a large family 
unfit for the quiet meditations - of a prophet. Ret 


redneſs is molt meet for the thought of a ſeer: nd 
cher 
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* mer would ſhe bring the prophet to bare walls, but 
her ſets ready for him a bed, a table, a ſtool, and a 
leſs -andleſtick, and whatever neceſſary utenſils for his 
d his entertainment. The prophet doth not affect delicacy ; 
they he takes care to provide for his convenience, Thoſe 
ge that are truly pious and devout, think their houſes 
eig and their hands cannot be too open to the meſſengers 
pro- of God, and are moſt glad to exchange their earthly 

commodities for the other's ſpiritual. Superfluity 
jab! ſhould not fall within the care of a prophet, neceſſi- 
the ty muſt : he that could provide oil for the widow, 


s by could have provided all needful helps for himſelf. 

- this What room had there been for the charity and be- 

him. neficence of others, if the prophet ſhould have al- 
ways maintained himſelf out of power? 

ceive The holy man is ſo far ſociable, as not to neglect 


is re- the friendly offer of ſo kind a benefactor: gladly 
and does he take up his new lodging, and, as well pleaſed 
now, with ſo quiet a repoſe, and careful attendance, he 
ns to ſends his ſervant Gehazi with the meſſage of his 
$ her thanks, with a treaty of retribution ; Behold, thou 
man haſt been careful for us, with all this care? what is 


ſirous ty be done for thee ? wouldſt thou be ſpoken for to the 
ch an ting, or to the captain of the hoſt? An ingenuous diſ- 


t. 0 WW polition cannot receive favours without thoughts of 
hoſt- return. A wiſe debtor is deſirous to retribute in ſuch 
e im- bind, as may be moſt acceptable to his obligers. 


- hath Without this diſcretion, we may offer ſuch requitals 
| % may ſcem goodly to us, to our friends, worthleſs : 
every one can chute beſt for himiclf. Elba there- 
fore, who had never been wanting in ſpiritual duties 
to ſo hoſpitable a friend, gives the Shunamite the e- 
lection of her ſuit, for temporal recompenſe alſo; no 
man can be a loſer by his favour to a prophet. It is 
good hearing that an Eliſba is in ſuch grace at the 
court ; that he can promiſe himſelf acceſs to the king 
u a friend's ſuit: it was not ever thus: the time 
was, 


9 
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was, when his maſter heard, Haſt thou found me, 0 yoca! 
mine enemy. Now, the late miracle which %% gre 
wrought, in gratifying the three kings with water ther, 
and victory, hath endeared him to the ling of V., un 
and now, who but E/iſha? Even that rough wan; Wi of dt 
finds reſpe& amongſt thoſe filks and tiſſnes. As bd thus: 
as Fehoram was, yet he honoured the man of Co, it is 
He that could not prevail with an idolatrous king, n from 
a ſpiritual reformation, yet can carry a civil ſuit, 
Neither doth the prophet, in a ſullen diſcontentmen, 
fly off from the court, becauſe he found his labour 
unprofitable, but {till holds good terms with thy 
prince, whom he cannot reciaim, and will make uſe 
notwithſtanding, of his countenance, in matters whe. 
ther of courteſy, or juſtice. We may not calt of 


what 


our due reſpects even to faulty authority, but mut accept 
{till ſubmit and perſiſt, where we are repeiled. Not WW upoa 
to his own advancement doth Eiſba deſire to improve WM fay th: 
the king's favour, but to the behoof, to the relief of Mo 
others. If the Shunamite have buſineſs at the coun, ſhe w 
the ſhall need no other ſolicitor. There cannot be: Wi (ily g. 
better office, nor more beſeeming a prophet, than to WW didtic 
ſpeak in the cauſe of the dumb; to befriend the q- gratific 
preſſed, to win greatneſs unto the protection of i- en, 
nocence. embrac 
The good matron needs no ſhelter of rhe grea:: WW phet, i 
I dwell among mine own people; as if the ſaid, The BY tis boy 
courteſy is not ſmall in itfelf, but not uſeful to ne: thoſe | 
I live here quietly, in a contented obſcurity, ot WF alk, 
of the reach either of the glories, or cares of 2 ſrem 51 
court; free from wrongs, free from envies. Not 108 wt lie 
high as to provoke an evil eye, not fo low as to be & wha 
trodden on: I have neither fears nor ambitions, i than lo 
neighbours are my friends, my friends are my pr the pr 
tectors, and, if I ſhould be ſo unhappy, as to be te hood ; 
ſubje& of main injuries, would not ſlick to be mine el, n. 


yocats bre th 
Yo 


BOOK XIX. ConTzm. vi. 281 


weates: this favour is for thoſe that. either affect 
oreatneſs, or groan. under oppreſſion; I do nei- 
ther, for J live among my own people. O Shu- 


namite, thou ſhalt not eſcape envy! who can hear 


; of thine happy condition, and not ſay, why am I not 
thus? If the world afford any perfect contentment, 
it is in a middle eſtate, equally diſtant from penury, 
from exceſs; it is in a calm freedom, a ſecure tran- 
quillity, a ſweet fruition of ourſelves, of ours. But 
what hold is there of theſe earthly things ? how 
| long is the Shunamite thus bleſſed with peace? Stay 
but a while, you ſhall fee her come on her knees to 
the king of J/rael, pitifully complaining that ſhe 
ws {tripped of houſe and land; and now Gehaz! is 
fin to do that good office for her, which was not 
accepted from his maſter. Thoſe, that ſtand faſteſt 
upoa earth, have but ſlippery footing ; no man can 
ay that he ſhall not need friends. 

Modeſty ſealed up the lips of the good Shunamte, 
ſhe was aſhamed to confeſs her longing : Gehaz! ea- 
ily gueſſed that her barrenneſs could not but be her 
action; ſhe was childleſs, her husband old; Ek/ba 
gratihes her with the news of a ſon: About this 
ſeaſon, according to the time of life, thou ſhalt 
embrace @ fon, How liberal is God, by his pro- 
phet, in giving beyond her requelts ; not ſeldom doth 
us bounty over-reach our thoughts, and meet us with 
thole benefits which we thought too good for us to 
ak, Greatneſs and inexpectation makes the bleſſing 
ſeem incredible; Nay, my lord, thou man of God, ds 
wt lie to thine handmaid. We are never ſure enough 
o what we deſire; we are not more hard to believe, 
than loath to diſtruſt beneficial events: ſhe well knew 
the prophet's holineſs could not ſtand with wilful falt- 
hood; perhaps, ſhe might think, it ſpoken by way of 
mal, not of ſerious affirmation : as unwilling therc- 
lore that it ſhould not be, and willing to bear that 
VI. II. Nn | pleaſing 


, 


1 
17 $2 .& 


232 CONTEMPLATIONS. 


pleaſing word ſeconded, ſhe ſays, Do not he 15 
thine handmaid. Promiſes are made good, not 
by iteration, but by the effect; the Shunamite con- 
ceives, and bears a fon at the ſet ſeaſon : how glad a 
mother ſhe was, thoſe know beſt that have mourned 
under the diſcomfort of a ſad ſterility. The chilg | 
_ grows up, and is now able to find out his father in the 
field, amongſt his reapers: his father now grew young 
again with the pleaſure of this fight, and more joyed 
in this ſpring of his hopes, than 1n all the crops of his 
harveſt ; but what ſtability is there in theſe earthly 
delights? The hot beams of the ſun beat upon that 
head which too much care had made tender and de. 
licate; the child complains to his father of his pain; 
O that grace could reach us, what nature teaches in- 
fants, in all our troubles to bemoan ourſelves to our 
heavenly father! He ſends him to his mother; upon 
her lap, about noon, the child dies, as if he would 
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return his ſoul into that boſom from which it was de- d 
rived to him. The good Shunamite hath loſt her fon, wi 
her faith ſhe had not loſt ; paſſion hath not robbed her Ve 
of her wiſdom : as not diſtracted with an accident ſo na 
ſudden, ſo ſorrowful, ſhe lays the dead child upon ſh 
the prophet's bed, ſhe locks the door, ſhe hides her me 
grief, leaſt that conſternation might hinder her deſign; Pa 
ihe haſtens to her husband, and, as not daring to be thi 
other than officious in ſo diſtreſsful an occaſion, ac- by 
quaints him with her journey, though not with the WM 
cauſe, requires of him both attendance and convey- Di 
ance; the poſts to Mount Carmel; the cannot ſo ſoon coi 
find out the man of God as he hath found her, he ſees WM ha 
her afar off, and, like a faithful gueſt, ſends his fer- da 
vant haſtily to meet her, to inquire of the health of WW ly 
herſel!, her husband, her child: her errand was not wr 
to Gebaai, it was to Eliſha; no meſſenger ſhall interrupt ¶ of 
her, no ear ſhall receive her complaint but the pro- r 
phet's : down ſhe falls paſſionately at his feet, and, for: ble 
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getting the faſhion of her baſhful ſtrangeneſs, lays hold 
of them, whether in an humble veneration of his per- 
ſon, or in a feryent deſire of ſatisfaction. Gehagi, 
who well knew how uncouth, how unfit this geſture 
of falutation was for his maſter, offers to remove her, 
aud admoniſheth her of her diſtance ; the merciful pro- 
phet eaſily apprehends that no ordinary occaſion could 
ſo tranſport a grave and well-governed matron ; as 
therefore pitying her unknown paſſion, he bids Let 
her alone, for her ſoul is vexed within her, and the 
Lird hath hid it from me, and hath not told me. 
If extremity of grief have made her unmannerly, wiſe 
and holy Eliſba knows how to pardon it; he dares not 
add forrow to the afflicted ; he can better bear an un- 
ſeemlineſs in her greetings than cruelty in her mole- 
ſation, Great was the familiarity that the prophet had 
with his God; and as friends are wont mutually to 
impart their councils to each other, fo had the Lord 
done to him: Eliſba was not idle on Mount Carmel ; 
what was it that he ſaw not from thence ? not hea- 
ren only, but the world was before him. Yet the Shu- 
namite's loſs is concealed from him, neither doth he 
ſhame to confeſs it: oft-times thoſe that know greater 
matters may yet be ignorant of the leſs. It is no diſ- 
paragement to any finite creature not to know ſome- 
thing. By her mouth will God tell the prophet, what 
by viſion he had not; Then ſhe ſaid, Did I defire 
a ſon of my Lord? did I not ſay, do not deceive me © 
Deep forrow is ſparing of words : the expoſtulation 
could not be more ſhort, more quick, more pithy ; 


bad I begged a ſon, perhaps my importunity might 


have been yielded to in anger: too much deſire is juſt- 
ly puniſhed with loſs. It is no marvel if what we 
wing from God proſper not : this favour to me was 
of thine own motion; thy ſuit, O Eliſba, made me 
mother; couldſt thou intend to torment me with a 
bleſſing ! How much more eaſy had the want of a ſon 
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been than the miſcarriage ? barrenneſs than abortiqq? 
Was there no other end of my having a ſon, than that 
I might loſe him? O man of God let me not complain 
of a cruel kindneſs; thy prayers gave me a ſon, ler 
thy prayers reſtore him; let not my dutiful reſpeg 


to thee be repaid with an aggravation of miſery; ge 


not thine handmaid cauſe to wiſh that I were but ſ 
unhappy as thou foundeſt me: O woful fruitfulnek, 
if I muſt now ſay that I had a ſon! | 
I know not whether the mother or the prophet were 
more afflicted, the prophet for the mother's ſake, 
the mother for her own. Not a word of reply do ve 
hear from the mouth of Eliſba, his breath is only 
ſpent in the remedy ; he ſends his ſervant with al 
ſpeed to lay his ſtaff upon the face of the child, char. 
ging him to avoid all the delays of the way. Had not 
the prophet ſuppoſed that ſtaff of his able to beat away 
death, why did he ſend it? and if upon that ſuppoſs 
tion he ſent it, how was it that it failed of effect? was 
this act done out of human conceit, not out of inſtin 
from God, or did the want of the mother's faith hin- 
der the ſucceſs of that cure? ſhe, not regarding the 
ſtaff, or the man, holds faſt to Eliſba; no hopes cf 
his meſſage can looſe her fingers: As the Lord liveth, 
and as thy ſoul Irveth, I will not leave thee. She i. 
magined that the ſervant, the ſtaff, might be ſevered 
from Eliſha ; ſhe knew that wherever the prophet 
was, there was power: it is good relying upon tho 
helps that cannot fail us. | 
Merit and importunity have drawn Eliſba from Car- 
mil to Shunem ; he finds his lodging taken up by that 
pale carcaſe, he ſhuts his door and falls to his prayers; 
this ſtaff of his, whatever became of the other, was 
long enough, he knew, to reach up to heaven, to 
knock at thoſe gates, yea to wrench them open: he 
applies his body to thoſe cold and ſenſeleſs limbs ; by 
the fervour of his ſou], he reduces that foul ; _ 
cal 
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heat of his body, he educeth warmth out of that corps: 
the child ſneezeth ſeven times, and as if his ſpirit had 
deen but hid for the time, not departed, it falls to work 
afreſh; the eyes look up, the lips and hands moye. 
The mother is called in to receive a new life in her 
wice-given ſon; ſhe comes in, full of joy, full of won- 
der, and bows herſelf to the ground, and falls down 
before thoſe feet which ſhe had ſo boldly laid hold of 
in Carmel, O ſtrong faith of the Shunamite, that 
could not be diſcouraged with the ſeizure and conti- 
nuance of death ; raiſing up her heart {till to an expec- 
tation of that life, which to the eyes of nature had 
been impoſſible, irrevocable! O infinite goodneſs 
of the Almighty, that would not ſuffer ſuch faich to 
be fruſtrated, that would rather reverſe the laws of na- 
ture, in returning a gueſt from heaven, and raiſing a 
corps from death, than the confidence of a believing 
heart ſhould be diſappointed. 

How true an heir is £/;/ha of his maſter, not in his 
graces only, but in his actions! Both of them divided 
the waters of Jordan, the one as his laſt act, the other 
3 his firſt : Elijab's curſe was the death of the cap- 
tains and their troops; Hliſba's curſe was the death 
of the children: Elijah rebuked Ahab to his face; Eli- 
ſha, Fehoram : Elijah ſupplied the drought of MHael, 
by rain from heaven; Eliſba ſupplied the drought of 
the three kings, by waters guſhing out of the earth : 
Eljah increaſed the oil of the Sareptan, Eliſba increa- 
led the oil of the prophet's widow : Elijah raiſed from 
death the Sareptan's fon; Eliſha, the Shunamite's : 
both of them had one mantle, one ſpirit ; both of them 
climbed up one Carmel, one heaven. 


Cox TEM. VIII. ELISHA with NAA MAN. 


()* the full ſhowers of grace which fell upon VV 
” rael and Judah, yet ſome drops did light upon 
their 
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their neighbours. If ael be the worſe for her neat. 
neſs to Syria, Syria is the better for the vicinity of [| 
rael. Amongſt the worſt of God's enemies, ſome are 
ſingled out for mercy. Naaman was à great warriour, 


an honourable courtier, yet a leper; no diſeaſe inci. 


dent to the body is ſo naſty, ſo loathſome as leprofy, 
Greatneſs can ſecure, no man from the moſt odious 
and weariſome condition. How little pleaſure did 
this Syrian peer take to be ſtooped to by others, while 
he hated to ſee himſelf ? Even thoſe that honoured him 
avoided him, neither was he other than abhorred of 
thoſe that flattered him; yea his hand could not more 
to his mouth, without his own deteſtation ; the baſe 
ſlave of Syria would not change ſkins with him, if he 
might have his honour to boot: thus hath the viſe 
God thought meet to fauce the valour, dignity, re. 
nown, victories of the famous general of the Syrian, 
Seldom ever was any man ſerved with ſimple favoun; 
theſe compoſitions make both our crofles tolerable 
and our bleſſings wholefome. 

The body of Naaman was not more tainted with 
his leproſy, than his ſoul was tainted with Rimmun, 
and, beſides his idolatry, he was a-profefled enemy to 
Iſrael, and ſucceſsful in his enmity. How far doth 
God fetch about his purpoſes ? The leproſy, the ho- 
ſtility of Naaman, ſhall be the occaſions.of his falvati 
on; that leproſy ſhall make his ſoul ſound, that ho- 


ſtility ſhall adopt him a ſon of God: in ſome proſpe- 


rous in- roads that the Syrians, under Naaman's con- 
duct, have made into the land of Iſael, a little maid 
is taken captive, ſhe ſhall attend on Naaman's wife, 
and ſhall ſuggeſt to her miſtreſs the miraculous cures 
of Eliſha. A ſmall chink may ſerve to let in much 
light; her report finds credit in the court, and begets 


both a letter from the king, and a journey of his peer, 


While the Syrians thought of nothing but their booty, 


they bring happineſs to the houſe of Naaman : the 
captivity 
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captivity of a poor Hebrew girl is a means to make 
the greateſt lord of Syria a ſubject to God: it is good 
to acquaint our children with the works of God, with 
the praiſes of his prophets. Little do we know how 
they may improve this knowledge, and whither they 
may carry it; perhaps the remoteſt nations may light 
their candle at their coal; even the weakeſt intimati- 
ons may not be neglected; a child, a ſervant, a ſtran- 
ger may fay that which we may bleſs God to have 
heard, How well did it become the mouth of an / 
xelhte to extol a prophet, to wiſh the cure of her ma- 
ſter, though an Aramzte, to adviſe that journey unto 
the man of God, by whom both body and ſoul might 
be cured ? True religion teacheth us pious and chari- 
able reſpects to our governors, though aliens from the 
commonwealth of God. 

No man that I hear blames the credulity of Naa- 
mn; upon no other ground doth the king of Syria 
ſend his chief peer, with his lerters to the king of //- 
rael, from his hands requiring the cure: the Syrian 
ſuppoſed, that whatever a ſubject could do, a ſove- 
reign might command ; that ſuch a prophet could nei- 
ther be out of the knowledge, nor out of the obedi- 
ence to his prince; never did he dream of any ex- 
enption, but imagining Jehoram to be no leſs a king 
of prophets than of people, and El;/ha no leſs a ſub- 
et than a ſcer, he writes; Now when this letter is 
ane to thee, behold I have herewith ſent Naa- 
man my ſervant to thee, that thou mayſt recover 
hm of his leproſy. Great is the power of prin- 
ces; every man's hand is theirs, whether for ſkill, or 
for ſtrength : beſides the eminency of their own gifts, 
al the ſubordinate excellencies of their ſubjects are 
bo leſs at their fervice, than it they were inherent in 
their perſons. Great men are wanting to their own 
gerfections, if they do not both know, and exerciſe 
lie graces of their infcriors, 

The 
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The king of rae! cannot read the letter without 
amazement of heart, without rending of garments 
and ſays, Am I God, to kill and to make aliy. 
that this man ſends to me, to recover a man of hi f 
leproſy © * wherefore conſider, and ſee, I pray yu, 
how he ſceleth a quarrel againſt me? If God 
have vouchſafed to call kings gods, it well becong 
kings to call themſelves men; and to confeſs the di. 
ſtance wherein they ſtand to their Maker. Man may 
kill, man cannot kill and make alive; yea, of him. 
ſelf, he can do neither; with God, a worm, or a fy 
may kill a man; without God, no potentate can do it; 
much leſs can any created power both kill and revive; 
ſince to reſtore life is more than to bereave it, more 
than to continue it, more than to give it; and if le. 
proſy be a death, what human power can either in- 
flict or cure it? It is a trouble to a well affected heart 
to receive impoſſible commands; to require that of an 
inferior which is proper to the Higheſt, is a deroga- 
tion from that ſupreme power whole property it is 
Had Jehoram been truly religious, the injury done 
to his Maker, in this motion, as he took it, had more 
afflicted him, than the danger of his own quarrel. Be- 
like, Eliſba was not in the thoughts of the king of 
Iſrael ; he might have heard, that this prophet had 
made alive one whom he killed not. Himſelf, with 
the two other kings, had been eye-witneſſes of what 
Eliſha could do; yet now the calves of Dan and 
Bethel have ſo often taken up his heart, that there 5 
no room for the memory of Eliſha,; whom he ſued 
to in his extremity, now his proſperity hath forgot. 
ten. Carnal hearts, when need drives them, call 
think of God and his prophet ; when their turn is ſet- 
ved, can as utterly negle&t them, as if they were 
not. 

Yet cannot good F/i/ha repay neglect and forget. 


fulneſs. He liſteus what is done at the court, 2nd 
| finding 
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tnding the diſtreſs of his ſovereign, proffers that ſer- 


tice, which ſhould have been required; Wherefore 
haſt thou rent thy clothes * Let him come now to me, 
and he ſhall” know that there is a prophet in Iſrael. 
k was no ſmall fright from which Eliſhu delivers his 
king. JePoram was in awe of the Syrians, ever 
ice their laſt victory, wherein his father Ahab was 
lain, hac and Judah diſcomfited: nothing was 
more dreadful to him, than the frowns of theſe 4. 
tamtes, The quarrel, which he ſaſp:&ed to be 
hatched by them, is cleared by Eliſba; their leper 
ſhall be healed ; both they and rae! ſhall know, 
they have negletted a God, whole prophet can 
do wonders. Many eyes, doubtleſs, are ' faſtened 
upon the iſſue of this meſſage. Bur what ſtate is 
this that Eliſha takes upon him: he doth nor ſay, J 
ell come to him; but, Let him come now to me. The 
three kings came down once to his tent; it is no 
marvel, if he prevent not the journey of a Syrian 
tourtier, It well beſeems him that will be a ſuiter 
for favour, to be obſequious : we may not ſtand up- 
on terms of our labour or dignity, where we expect 
benefit. Naaman comes richly attended with 
Its troops of ſervants and horſes, and waits in his 
chariot at the door of a prophet.” I do not hear 
Elba call him in; for though he were great, yet 
be was leprous; neither do I ſee Eliſba come forth 
to him, and receive him with ſuch outward cour- 
telies, as might be fir for an honourable- ſtranger : 
or in thoſe rich clothes the prophet ſaw an Ara- 
mite, and, perhaps, ſome tiiture of the late- ſhed 
bbod of 7/-ge/. Rather, that he might make a 
perfect trial of the ' humility of that man, whom he 
means to gratify and honour, after ſome ſhort atten- 
lance at his door, he ſends his ſervant with a meſ- 
age to iat peer, who could not but think the 
Vol. II. Oo meaneſt 
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meaneſt of his retinue a better man than Cha 


n | Wy | 
What could the prophet. have done other to the 
lackey of Naamdn's man? He, that would be a mee; 
ſubject of : mercy, muſt be thoroughly abaſed in his 
own conceit, and mult: be willingly phable to all the 
conditions of his humiliation. Vet, had the mel. 
{age carried in it either reſpect to the perſon, or pro- 
bability of effect, it could not have been-unwelcone: 
but now it founded of nothing bur ſullenneſs and un- 
lIikechhood.z, Go and waſh in Jordan ſeven times, and 
thy Hleſa ſhall come again to thee, and thou ſhall be 
clean, What wile man could take this for any other 
than a mere ſcorn, and mockery? Gs, waſh, Alas, 
. What can water do? it can cleanſe from filthinels, not 
trom leproſy :. and why in Jordan? what differs that 
trom other ſtreams? aud why juit ſeven times? what 
virtue is either in that channel, or in that number! 
Naaman.,can no more put off nature than leproſy, 
In vchat a chafe did he fling away from the prophet's 
door, and ſay, Am I come thus far to fetch a flout 
ſrom an //roe/:tef is this the iſſue both of my jour- 
ney, and the letters of my king? could this prophet 
find no man to play upon but Naamamn? had he meant 
ſeriouſſy, why did he think himſclf too good to come 
forth unto, me? why did he not touch me with liy 
hand, and bleſs with his, prayers, and cure me with 
his bleſfing? Is my miſery, fit for his deriſion? It 
water could do it, What neęded Ito come ſo far for 
rhis remedy? have I not oft done thus in vain? hare 
we not better ſtreams at home, than any 7/rael can al. 
ford? are nat Abana and Pharphar, vivers of Damaſ. 
cus, better than all the waters of Iſrael? Folly and 
pride ſtrive, for place, in a natural heart, and it is hard 
io ſay whether is more predominant : folly in mea, 
ſuring the power of God's ordinances by ute rep ol 
uman 
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kuman diſccurſe and ordinary event; pride, in a 
cornful val ation of the inſtitutions of God, in com- 
pariſon of ur own devices. Abana and Pharphar, 
wo for oneß rivers, not waters, of Damaſcus, a ilate- 
city, and incomparable; are they not? Who dares 
deny it? beſter, not as good, than the waters, not 
the rivers; ill the waters, Jordan, and ail the reſt 
of Iſrael, a deggarly region to Damaſcus. Nowhere 
ſhall we find a truer pattern of the diſpoſition of na- 
ure; how hie is altogether led by ſenſe and reaſon, 
how ſhe foadly judges of all objects by the appear- 
ance, how fie acquaints herſelf only with the common 
road of God's proceedings, how ſhe ſticks to her 
own principt:s, how ſhe miſconſtrues the intentions of 
God, how ſie over-conceits her own, how the dit- 
tains the me in conditions of others, how the upbraids 
ter oppoſites with the proud compariſon of her own 
privileges. 

Nature is never but like herſelf. No marvel, it 
carnal mind? deſpiſe the fooliſhnets of preaching, the 
ſimplicity of ſacraments, the homelincls of ceremonies, 
the ſeeming inefficacy of cenfures. Theſe men look 
pan Jordan with Syrian eyes, one drop of whole 
water, ſet apart by divine ordination, hath more vir- 
we than all the ſtreams of Abana and Pharphar. 
It is a good matter for a man to be attended with 
ile and faithful followers. Many a one hath had 
better counſel from his heels, than from his elbows. 
Maman's ſervants were his beſt friends, they came 
to him, and ſpake to him, and faid, My father, / 
the prophet had bid thee de ſome great thing, <would/? 
thou not have done it? how much rather then, toben 
be faith to thee, Waſh, and be clean. Theſe men 
were ſervants, not of the humour, but of the profit 
af their maſter. Some ſervile ſpirits would have 
ared only to footh up, not to benefit their gover- 


bor, and would have encouraged his rage by their 


00 2 own ; 


edt tiaams..7 
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own; Sir, will you take this at the hand of a baſs 
fellow? was ever man thus flouted ? wil you let him 
carry it away thus? is any harmleſs anger ſufficient 
revenge for ſuch an inſolence? Give us ſeave at leaſt 
to pull him out by the ears, and force hm to do that 
by violence, which he would not do outof good man- 
ners: let our fingers teach this ſaucy prophet, What 
it is to offer an affront to a prince of Syria. But 
theſe men loved more their maſter's health than his 
paſſion ; and had rather therefore to adviſe, than fla: 
ter; to draw him to good, than follow him to eri: 
ſince it was a prophet from whom he received this 
preſcription, they perſuade him nat to deſpiſe it; in- 
timating, there could be no fault in the {lightneſs of 
the receipt, ſo long as there was no defect of poyer 
in the commander; that the virtue of the cure ſhoyl{ 
be in his obedience, not in the nature of the remedy, 
They perſuade and prevail. Next to the prophet, 
Naaman may thank his ſervants, that he is not a leper, 
He goes down, upon their entreaty, and dips ſeven 
times in Jordan, his fleſh riſeth, his leproſy vaniſheth. 
Not the unjuſt fury and techineſs of the patient ſtall 
croſs the cure; le, while God is ſevere, the prophet 
ſhould be diſcredited. Long enough might Naaman 
have waſhed there in vain, it Eliſba had not ſent him, 
Many a leper hath bathed in that ſtream, and hath 
come forth no leſs impure. It is the word, the ordi- 
nance of the Almighty which puts efficacy into thoſe 
means, which of themſelyes are both impotent and 
improbable. What can opr font do to the waſhing 
away of fin? If God's inſtitution ſhall put virtue into 
our Jordan, it ſhall ſcour off the ſpiritual leprofies of 
our hearts, and ſhall more cure the ſoul, than cleanſe 
the es OF ie joule vs 
How joyful is Naaman to fee this change of Is 
ſkin, this renovation of his fleſh, of his life _ 
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aid his heart find ſuch warmth of inward gladneſs, as 


in this ſtream. 

Upon the ſight of his recovery, he doth not poſt 
home to the court, or to his family, to call for wit- 
geiles, for partners of his joy, but thank fully returns 
to the prophet, by whoſe means he received this mer- 
cy: he comes back with more contentment, than he 
departed with rage. Now will the man of God be 
ſeen of that recovered Syrian, whom he would not 
ſee leprous : his preſence ſhall be yielded to the gra- 
mulation, which was not yielded to the ſuit. Purpoſe- 
y did Eliſba forbear before, that he might ſhare no part 
of the praiſe of this work with his Maker, that God 
might be ſo much more magnified, as the meang were 
more weak and deſpicable. The miracle hath its due 
work, Pirſt, doth Naaman acknowledge the God 
that wrought it, then the prophet by whom he wrought 
it. Behold, now I know there is no god in all the 
zarth, but in Iſrael. O happy Syrian, that was at 
once cured of his leproſy, and his miſpriſion of God! 
Naaman was too wile, to think that either the water 
had cured him, or the man; he ſaw a divine power 
working in both, ſuch as he vainly ſought from his 
heathen deities; with the heart therefore he believes, 
with the mouth he confeſſes. 8 

While he is thus thankful to the Author of his 
cure, he is not unmindful of the inſtrument. Now 
therefore, IJ pray thee, take a bleſſing of thy fervant. 

aaman came richly furniſhed with ten talents of fil- 
Fer, fix thouſand pieces of gold, ten changes of rai- 
ment: all theſe, and many more, would the Syrian 
peer haye gladly given to be delivered ſrom fo noi- 
ſome a diſcaſe: no marvel if he importunately offer 
ſome part of them to the prophet, now that he is de- 
lrered; ſome teſtimony of thankfulneſs did well, 


where all earthly recompenſe was too ſhort. The 


hands of this man were no lefs full of thanks than his 
mouth, 
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mouth. Dry and barren profeſſions of our obligati. 
ons, where is power to requite, are unfit for noble 
and ingenuous ſpirits. | | 
Naaman is not more frank in offering his gratuity, 
than El;jha vehement in refuſing it, As the Lord Ii. 


vel h, before whom I ſtand, I will receive none. Not 


that he thought the Syrian gold impure ; not that he 
thought it uniawful to take up a gift, where he hath 
laid down a benefit : but the prophet will remit of 
Naaman's purſe, that he may win of his foul. The 
man of God would have his new convert lee cauſe to 
be more enamoured of true piety, which teacheth her 
clients to c6onremn thoſe worldly riches and glories 
which baſe worldlings adore ; and would have him 
think, that theſe miraculous powers are fo far tran- 
ſending the valuation of all earthly pelf, that thoſe glit- 
tering treaſures are worthy of nothing but contempt, 
in reſpect thereof. Hence it is, that he, who refuſed 
not the Shunamite's table, and ſtool, and candleſtick, 
will not take Naaman's preſent. There is much uſe 
of godly diſcretion in directing us when to open, when 
to ſhut our hands, | 

Fe, that will not be allowed to give, deſires yet to 
take. Shall there not, I pray thee, be given to thy 
ſervant two mules load of earth ? for thy ſervant wil 
henceforth offer neither burnt-offering nor ſacrifice f 
other gods, but unto the Lord. Iſraelitiſs mould lay 
open to his carriage, without leave of Eliſha ; but 
Naaman regards not to take it, unleſs it may be gi. 
ven him, and given him by the prophet's hand. Well 
did this Syrian find that the man of God had given a 
ſupernatural virtue to the water of 1/-ael ;. and there- 
fore ſuppoſed he might give the like to his earth; nei- 
ther would any earth ſerve him but Eliſha's, elſe the 
mould of 1/rael had been more properly craved of the 
king, than the prophet of 1/rac!. 

| Doubtlels 
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Doubtleſs it was devotion that moved this ſuit. The 
Syrian faw God had a propriety in Iſrael, and ima- 
that he will be beſt pleaſed with his own. On 
he ſudden was Naaman bhalf a proſelyte; ſtill here 
vas a weak knowledge with ſtrong | intentions; he will 
acrifice to the Lord, but where? in Syria, not in Je- 
uſalem not the mould, but the altar is what God 
reſpets, which he hath allowed no where but in his 
choſen Sion. This honeſt Syrian will be removing 
Cod home to his country; 0 ſhould have reſolved 
to remove his home to God: and though he vows to 
offer no ſacrifice to any other god, yet he craves leave 
to offer an outward courteſy to Rimmon, though not 
for the idol's fake, yet for his maſter's. In this thing 
the Lord pardon thy ſervant, that when my maſter go- 
eh into the houſe of Rimmon to worſhip there, and he 
laneth on my hand, and I bow myſelf in the houſe of 
Rimmon, or Lord pardon thy ſervant in this thing. 
Naaman goes away reſolute to profeſs himſelf an / 


raelite for religion; all the Syrian court ſhall know 


that he ſacrifices upon 1/raeliti/h earth to the God of 
[/raz]: they ſhall hear him proteſt to have neither 
heart nor knee for Rimmon. If he muſt go into the 
houſe of that idol, it ſhall be as a ſervant, not as a 
ſupplicant; his duty to his maſter ſhall carry him, 
not his devotion, to his maſter's god; if his maſter 
90 to qvorſliip there, not he; neither doth he ſay, 
Mhen 1 bow m elf to the image of Rimmon, but, in 
the houſe : he hal bow to be leaned upon, not to a- 
lore: yet had not Naaman thought this a. fault, 
he had not craved a pardon ; his heart told him, 
that a perfect convert ſhould not have abode the roof, 
the fight, the air of Rimmon ; that his obſervance 
of an earthly maſter ſhould not draw him to the 
emblance of an act of outward obſervance to the 
ral of his Maſter in heaven, that a ſincere deteſta- 
tion 
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©- tion of idolatry could not ſtand with fo unſeaſonable; 
courteſy. ; 

Far therefore is Naaman from being a pattern, ſave 
of weakneſs ; ſince he is yet more than half a Syrian; 
ſince he willingly accuſes himſelf, and, inſtead of de. 
fendingꝭ deprecates his offence. It is not for us to 
expect a full ſtature in the cradle of converſion. Ag 
nature, ſo grace riſes, by many degrees, to perfect. 
on. Leproſy was in Naaman cured at once, not cor- 
ruption. | mY 

The prophet, as glad to ſee him but thus forward, 
diſmiſſes him with a civil yalediftion. Had an 1/raelite 
made this ſuit, he had Been anſwered with a check, 
Thus much from a Syrian was worthy of a kind fare- 
well; they are parted. | 

Geha i cannot thus take his leave; his heart is 
mauled up in the rich cheſts of Naaman, and now he 
goes to fetch it. The propher and his man had not 
looked with the ſame eyes upon the Syrian treaſure; 
the one with the eye of contempt, the other with the 
eye of admiration and covetous deſire. The diſpof- 
tion of the maſter may not be meaſured by the mind, 
by the act of his ſervant. Holy Eliſba may be at- 
tended by a falſe Gehazi: no examples, no counſels, 
will prevail with ſome hearts. Who would not have 
thought, that the follower of Eliſha could be no other 
than a ſaint? yet, after the view of all thoſe miracles, 
this man is a mirror of worldlineſs. He thinks his 
maſter either too ſimple, or too kind, to refuſe fo juſ 
a preſent from a Syrian ; himſelf will be more wile, 
more frugal. Defire haſtens his pace, he doth not 
go, but run after his booty: Naaman fees him, and, 
as true nobleneſs is ever courteous, alights from his 
chariot to meet him. The great lord of Syria comes 
forth of his coach to ſalute a propher's ſervant; not fear- 
ing that he can humble himſelf overmuch to one of H- 
fha's family. He greets Gehazi with the ſame word 


wherewitll 
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herewith he was lately demitted by his maſter : Is 
it peace? So ſudden a meſſenger might ſeem to ar- 
gue ſome change. He ſoon receives, from the breath- 


leſs bearer, news of his maſter's health and requeſt : - 


All is well ; my maſter hath ſent me, ſaying, Behold, 
wen now there be come to me, from mount Ephraim, 
two young men of the ſons of the prophets : give me, 1 
pray thee, a talent of filver, and two changes of gar- 
nent w. Had Gehazi craved a reward in his own 
name, calling for the fee of the prophet's ſervant, 
5 the gain, ſo the offence had been the leſs; now, 
teaching at a greater ſum, he belies his maſter, robs 
Naaman, burdens his own foul. What a round 
tale hath the craft of Gehazr deviſed, of the num- 
her, the place, the quality, the age of his maſter's 
gueſts, that he might ſet a fair colour upon that 
pretended requeit, ſo proportioning the value of 
his demand, as might both enrich himſelf, and yet 
well ſtand wich the moderation of his maſter? Love 
of money can never keep good quarter with honeſty, 
mth innocence. Covetouſneſs never lodged in the 
heart alone; if it find not, it will breed wickedneſs. 


\ 


What a mint of fraud there is in a worldly breaſt! 


how readily can it coin ſubtile falſhood for an advan- 
tage! | 

How thankfully liberal was this noble Syrian! 
bebazi could not be more eager in taking, than he 
Was in giving; as glad of ſo happy an occaſion of lea- 
fing any piece of his treaſure behind him, he forces 
wo talents upon the ſervant of £E/fha, and binds 
them in two bags, and lays them upon two of his 
own ſervants; his own train ſhall yield porters to 
behazi, Cheerfulneſs is the juſt praiſe of our bene- 
licence, Bountiful minds are as zealous in over-pay- 
ug good turns, as the niggardly are in ſcanting retci- 
butions, | 

Vor. II. P P Wheat 
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What projects do we think Gehazz had all the way! 


how did he pleaſe himſelf with the waking dreams of 


purchaſes, of traffic, of jollity? and now, when 
they are come to the tower, he gladly diſburdeng 
and diſmiſſes his two Syrian attendants, and hides their 
load, and wipes his mouth, and ſtands boldly before 
that maſter whom he had fo foully abuſed. O Ge. 
hazi, where didſt thou think God was this while! 
Couldit thou thus long pour water upon the hand; 
of Eliſha, and be either ignorant or regardleſs af 
that undeceivable eye of Providence, which ways 
ever fixed upon thy hands, thy tongue, thy heart? 
couldſt thou thus hope to blind the eyes of a ſeer? 
Hear then thy indictment, thy ſentence, from him 
whom thou thoughtſt to have mocked with thy cot- 


cealment; Whence comeſt thou, Gehazi? Thy ſer- 


vant went. no whither, He, that had begun a lie 
to Naaman, ends it to his maſter : whoſo lets his 
tongue once loofe to a wilful untruth, ſoon grows 
impudent in multiplying falſhoods. Of what metal 
is the forehead of that man, that dares lie to a pro- 
pher? what is this but to out-face the ſenſes? Went 
not my heart with thee, when the man turned again 
from his chariot to meet thee? Didſt thou not, til 
now, know, O Gehazi, that prophets have ſpiritual 
eyes, Which are not confined to bodily profpeds: 
didſt thou not know that their hearts were often 
where they were not? didit thou not know that thy 
ſecreteſt ways were over-looked by inviſible wit- 


nefſes? Hear then, and be convinced: hither thou 


wentit, thus thou ſaidſt, thus thou didſt, thus theu 
ſpedſt. What anſwer was now here but confuſion! 
Miſerable Gehazi, how didſt thou ſtand pale and 
trembling before the dreadful tribunal of thy ſevere 
maſter, looking for the woful ſentence of ſome grit 


vous judgment for fo heinous an offence! Is this 
time 
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time to receive money, and to receive garments, and 
(which thou hadſt already purchaſed in thy conceit) 
live- hard, and vineyards, and ſheep, and oxen, and 
nen. ſervants, and maid-ſervants* Did my mouth 
refuſe, that thy hands might take? Was I fo careful 
to win honour to my God, and credit to my profeſ- 
fon, by denying theſe Syrian preſents, that thou 
mightſt dath both in receiving them? was there ng 
way to enrich thyſelf, but by belying thy maſter, by 
diſparaging this holy function in the eyes of a new 
convert? Since thou wouldſt needs therefore take 
part of Naaman's treaſure, take part with him 
in his leproſy ; The l/eprofy of Naaman ſhall cleave un- 
ts thee, and unto thy ſeed for ever. O heavy talents 
of Gehazr / O the horror of this one unchangeable 
ſuit, which ſhall never be but loathſomely white, 
noiſomely unclean! How much better had been a 
Ight purſe and an homely coat, with a found body, 
a clear foul! Too late doth that wretched man now 
find, that he hath loaded himſelf with a curſe, that 
he hath clad lumſelf with ſhame : his fin ſhall be read 
ever in his face, in his ſeed: all paſſengers, all poſte- 
ries ſhall now ſay, Behold the characters of Gehaz:'s 
coyetouſneſs, fraud, ſacrilege! The act overtakes the 
word : He went out of his preſence a leper as white as 
jaw, It is a woful exchange that Gehazi hath made 
wth Naaman; Naaman came a leper, returned a 
diſciple ; Gehazr came a diſciple, returned a leper : 
Maman left behind both his diſeaſe and his money; 
Cebazi takes up both his money and his diſeaſe. Now 
hall Gehazi never look upon himſelf, but he ſhall 
think of Naaman, whoſe ſkin is transferred upon him 
mth thoſe talents, and ſhall wear out the reſt of his 
days in ſhame, in pain and ſorrow. IIis tears may 


waſh off the guilt of his fin, but thall ngt, like another 


Jordan, wath off his leproſy, that ſh&il ever remain 
ian hereditary monument of divine ſeverity. This 
5 for, 


[ 
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ſon of the prophet ſhall more loudly and lively preach 
the juſtice of God by his face, than others by their 
tongue. Happy was it for him, if, while his ſkin 
was ſnow-white with leproſy, his humbled ſoul was 


waſhed white as ſnow with the water of true repen- 
tance. Bos 


Cox TEM. Ix, EL1s4a raifing the iron, blinding 
5 the Ass YRIANS. 


HERE was no loſs of Gehazi, when he was gone 
the prophets increaſed: an ill man in the church 
is but like ſome ſhrubby tree in a garden, whoſe 


ſhade keeps better plants from growing: a blank doch 


better in a room than an ill filling. The view of God 
juſt judgments doth rather draw clients unto him, than 
alienate them. The kings of 1/rael had ſucceeded in 
idolatry and hate of ſincere religion, yet the prophets 
multiply: perſecution enlargeth the bounds of the 
church. Theſe very tempeſtuous ſhowers bring up 
flowers and herbs in abundance. There would hare 
been neither {0 many, nor ſo zealous prophets in the 
languiſhment of peace. Beſides, what marvel is it, 
if the immediate fiecefion of two ſuch noble leaders, 
as Elijah and {£/i/ha, eſtabliſhed and augmented re- 
ligion, and bred multitudes of prophets? rather who 
can marvel, upon the knowledge of all their miracles, 
that all //rae! did not propheſy ? It is a good hearing 
that the prophets want elbow- room out of their ſtore, 
not out of the enyy of neighbours, or incomperency 
of proviſion : where viſion fails, the people peril; 
then are bleſſed where it abounds. | | 
When they found themſelves ſtraitened, they did 
fot preſume to carve for themſelves, but they cravel 
the icave, the council of E/ifha ; Let ws go, we pra) 
\ thee, unto Jordan, and tale thence every man à bean, 
and let us mate us à place where we may dwell: and 


he 
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he ſaid, Co qe. It well becomes the ſons of the pro- 


phets to enterprize nothing without the allowance of 


their ſuperiors. Here was a building towards none 
of the curiouſeſt ; I do not ſee them making means 
{or the procurement of ſome cunning artificers, nor 
for the conquiſition of ſome coſtly marbles and ce- 
lars, but every man ſhall hew and ſquare, and frame 
tis own beam. No nice terms were ſtood upon by 
theſe ſons of the prophets; their thoughts were fix- 
ed upon the perfection of a ſpiritual building: as an 
homely roof may ſerve them, ſo their own hands ſhall 
raiſe it. The fingers of theſe contemplative men 
lid not ſcorn the ax, and mallet, and chiſel: it was 
better being there than in Obadiab's cave; and they, 
that dwell now contentedly under rude ſticks, will 


| not refuſe the ſquared ſtones, and poliſhed contigna- 


tions of better times. They thall be ill teachers of 
others, that have not learned both to want, and to 
abound, 

The maſter of this ſacred ſociety, Eliſba, is not 
ſtately, nor auſtere ; he gives not only paſſage to this 
motion of his collegiates, but aſſiſtance. It was fit 
the ſons of the prophets ſhould have convenience of 
dwelling, though not pomp, not coſtlineſs. They 
fall to their work, no man goes ſlackly about the build- 
ing of his own houſe. One of them, more regarding 
the tree than the tool, lets fall the head of the ax into 
the river ; poor men are ſenſible of ſmall loſſes ; he 
makes his moan to /i/ba, Alas, maſter, for it was 
vwrrowed. Had the ax been his own, the trouble 
tad been the leſs to forgo it; therefore doth the 
miſcarriage afflict him, becauſe it was of a borrowed 
x. Honeſt minds are more careful of what they have 
by loan than by propriety. In lending there is a truſt, 
which a good heart cannot diſappoint without vexa- 
non. Alas, poor novices of the prophet, they would 
be building, and were not worth their axes; if they 

would 
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upon the ſtream of Jordan, and move towards the hand 
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would give their labour, they muſt borrow their in. of 
ſtruments. | thi 

Their wealth was ſpiritual; outward poverty may chi 
well ſtand with inward riches: he is rich, not tha Ml ni 


hath the world, but that can contemn it. of 
Eliſha loves and cheriſhes this juſt ſimplicity ; ra. WM 
ther will he work a miracle, than a borrowed ax ſhall WM thc 


not be reſtored. It might eaſily be imagined, he that WM the 


could raiſe up the iron out of the bottom of the wa. Wl kin 
ter, could tell where it fell in; yet even that power. Wl of 
ful hand calls for direction. In this one point the bor 
fon of the prophet knows more than Eh/ha. The Wl req 


notice of particularities is neither fit for a creature, ¶ (cor 
nor communicable : a mean man may beſt know his pro 
own caſe : this novice better knows where his ax fel, WM onc 
than his maſter; his maſter knows better how to get by 
it out than he. There is no reaſon to be given of ſu - thi 


pernatural actions: the prophet borrows an ax to cut Wl fat: 
an helve for the loſt ax, why did he not make uſe of Wl pi 


that handle which had caſt the head? Did he hold it WM (:!v: 


unworthy. of reſpe&, for that it had abandoned the WW man 
metal wherewith it was truſted? or did he make Bf care 
choice of a new ſtick, that the miracle might he the 
more clear and unqueſtionable? Divine power goes 
a contrary way to art: we firſt would have procured 
the head of the ax, and then would have fitted it 
with an helve: Eliſha fits the head to the helve, and 
caufetli the wood, which was light, and knew not how 
to fink, to fetch up the iron, which was heavy, and 
naturally incapable of ſupernatation. Whether the 
metal were ſtripped of the natural weight, by the 
fame power which gave it being, or whether retain- 
ing the wonted poize, it was raiſed by ſome ſpiritual 
operation, I inquire not; only, I fee it ſwim like cork 


that loſt it. What creature is not willing to put of 


the properties of nature, at the command of the * 
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of nature! O God, how eaſy is it for thee, when 
this hard and heavy heart of mine is ſunk down into 
the mud of the world, to fetch it up again by thy 
mighty word, and cauſe. it to float upon the ſtreams 
of life, and to fee the face of heaven again! 

Yet {till do the fides of {/rae/ complain of the 
thorns of Aram : the children of Ahab rue their fa- 
ther's 8. mercy. From an enemy, it is no ma- 
king queſtion whether of ſtrength or wile. The king 
of Syria conſults with his ſervants, where to encamp 
for his greateſt advantage; their opinion is not more 
required than their ſecrecy. Elba is a thouſand 
ſcouts ; he ſends word to the king of //rael of the 
projects, of the removes of his enemy: more than 
once had Fehoram ſaved both his life, and his hot, 
by theſe cloſe admonitions: it is well, that in ſome- 
thing yet a prophet may be obeyed. What ſtrange 
ſtate· ſervice was this which E/:/pa did, beſides the 
ſpiritual? The king, the people of 1/rae/ owe them- 
ſelves, and their ſafety, to a deſpiſed propher. The 
man of God knew, and felt them idolaters; yet how 
careful and vigilant is he for their reſcue! If they 
were bad; yet they were his own; if they were bad, 
et not all; God had his number amongſt their worſt : 
it they were bad, yet the Syrians were worle. The 
ſaelites miſ-worſhipped the true God, the Syrians 
worſhipped a falſe ; that, if it were poſhble, he 
might win them, he will preſerve them; and, if they 
wil needs be wanting to God, yet Eliſha will not be 
wanting to them. Their impiety ſhall not make him 
undutiful. 

There cannot be a juſter cauſe of diſpleaſure, than 
the diſcloſing of thoſe ſecret counſels which are laid 
up in our ear, in our breaſt, The king of Syria, 
not without reaſon, ſtomachs this ſuppoſed treachery. 
What prince can bear, that an adverſe power ſhould 
lave a party, a penſionary in his own court? How 


famous 


— 


pro ects of wicked men hang together! They, that 


for the exploit. I here ſhall be no want either in the 
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famous was Ehjha, even in foreign regions? Beſides 
Naaman, others of the Syrian nobility take notice of 
the miraculous faculties of this prophet of cat 
He is accuſed for this ſecret intelligence: No word 
can eſcape him, though ſpoken in the bed chamber. 
O Syrian { whoſoever thou wert, thou ſaidſt not e- 
nough : if thy maſter do but whiſper in thine ear, if 
he {mother his words within his own lips, if he do 
but ſpeak within his own boſom, Eliſba knows it 
from an infallible information. What counſel is i; 


O God, that can be hid from thee ! what counſe i; 


it that thou wilt hide from thy ſeer! Even this very 
word, that accuſed the prophet, is known to the ac. 
cuſed. He hears this tale while it is in telling; he 
hears the plot for his apprehenſion. How ill do the 


cor.feſs Eliſha knows their ſecreteſt words, do yet 
confer to take him. There are ſpies upon him, 
whoſe eſpials have moved their anger and admirati 
on. He is deſcried to be in Dothan, a ſmall town 
of Manaſſeb's. A whole army is ſent thither to fur- 
priſe him: the opportunity of the night is choſen 


number, or valour, or ſecrecy of theſe conſpired troops: 
and now, when they have fully girt in the village 
with a ſtrong and exquiſite ſiege, they make them- 
ſelves ſure of Eliſha, and pleaſe themſelves to thiuk, 
how they have incaged the miſerable prophet; how 
they ſhould take him at unawares in his bed, in the 
midſt of a ſecure dream; how they ſhould carry him 
fettered to their king; what thanks they ſhould have 
for ſo welcome a priſoner. 

The ſucceſſor of Gehazi riſeth early in the morn- 
ing, and ſeeth all the city encompaſſed with a fear- 
ful hoſt of foot, horſe, chariots; his eyes could met! 
with nothing but woods of pikes, and walls of harre!s 


and luſtre of metals; and now he runs in affrighted 
p bh [0 
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to his maſter, Alas, my maſter, what ſhall we do? 
He had day enough to ſee they were enemies that 
environed them, to ſee\ himſelf helpleſs and deſpe- 
rate; and hath only ſo much life left in him, as to 
lament himſelf to the partner of his miſery. He can- 


| not fly from his new maſter, if he would; he runs 


o him with a woful clamour, Alas, my maſter, what 


ſhall we do: 


O the undaunted courage of faith! E/;/ba ſees all 
this, and fits in his chamber fo ſecure, as if theſe had 
only been the guard of /rael, for his ſafe protecti- 
on. It is an hard precept that he gives his ſervant, 
Fear not. As well might he have bid him not to 
ſee when he ſaw, as not to fear when he ſaw fo 
dreadful a ſpectacle. The operations of the ſenſes 
ire no leſs certain than thoſe of the affections, where 
the objects are no leſs proper. But the taſk is eaſy, 
it the next word may find belief, For there are 
mbre with us than with them. Multitude, and 
dther outward probabilities, do both lead the confi- 
dence of natural hearts, and fix it. It is for none 
but a David to ſay, I will not be afraid of ten 
thouſands of people, that have ſet themſelves againſt 
ne round about. Fleſh and blood riſeth and falleth, 
according to the proportion of the ſtrength, or weak- 
neſs of apparent means. 

Eliſba's man looked about him; yet his maſter prays, 
Lord open his eyes that be may ſee. Natu- 
rally we ſee not while we do ſee; every thing is ſo 
leen as it is: bodily eyes diſoern bodily objects, on- 
ly ſpiritual can ſee the things of God; ſome men 
want both eyes and light. Eliſba's ſervant had eyes, 
wanted illumination : no ſooner were his eyes open, 
than he ſaw the mountain full of horſes and chari- 
ots of fire round about Eliſha. They were there be- 
fore; neither doth Eliſba pray that thoſe troops may 
de gathered, bur that they may be ſeen : not till now 
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were they deſcried. Inviſible armies guard the cx. 
vants of God, while they ſeem, moſt forſaken of earth. 
ly aid, maſt expoſed to certain dangers. If the eyes 
of our faith be as open as thoſe of our ſenſe, to ſee an- 
gels as well as Syrians, we cannot he appalled with 
the moſt unequal terms of hoſtility. - Thoſe bleſſed 
ſpirits are ready either to reſcue our bodies, or to car. 
ry up our ſouls to bleſſedneſs: whether ever (hall be 
ei joined by their Maker, there is juſt comfort in both, 
in either. 

Both thoſe chariots that came to fetch Elijah, and 
thoſe that came to defend Eliſba, were fiery. God is 
not leſs lovely to his own in the midſt of his juds. 
ments, than he is terrible to his enemies in the de- 
monſtration of his mercies. Thus guarded, it is no 
marvel, if Lliſba dare walk forth into the midſt 
of the Syrzans. Not one of thoſe heavenly preſidi- 
aries ſtruck a ſtroke for the prophet, neither doth he 
require their blows; only he turns his prayer to his 
God, and ſays, Smite this people, pray the, 
with blindneſs. With no other than deadly inten- 
tions did thoſe Aramites came down to Eliſha, yet 


doth not he ſay, ſmite them with the ſword, but, 


Smite them with blindneſs ; all the evil he wiſheth 
to them is their repentance : there was no way to 
ſee their error, but by blindneſs. He that prayed 
for the opening of his ſervant's eyes, to ſee his fate- 
guard, prays for the blinding of the eyes of his ene. 
mies, that they might not ſee to do hurt. 

As the eyes of Eliſba's ſervant were fo ſhut that 
they ſaw not the angels, when they ſaw the Syrians : 
ſo the eyes of the Syrians ſhall be likeways ſhut, that, 
when they ſee the man, they ſhall not ſee the pro- 
phet. To all other objects their ey es are clear, only to 
Eliſha they ſhall be blind; blind, not through darknels, 
but through miſ knowledge: they ſhall ſee, and miſ- 


take both the perſon and place, He, that = 
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the ſenſes, can either hold, or delude them at plea- 
ſure: how eaſily can he offer to the ſight other re- 
preſentations, than thoſe which ariſe from the viſible 
matter, and make the heart to believe them ! 

Juſtly now might Eliſta fay, This is not the way, 
neither is this the city, wherein Eliſba hall be 
deſcried. He was in Dat han, but not as Eh/ba; he 
ſhall not be found but in Samaria, neither can they 
have any guide to him but himſelf. + No ſooner are 
they come into the ſtreets of Samaria, than their eyes 
have leave to know both the place and the prophet, 
The firſt fight they have of themtelves is in the trap 
of [/rael, in the jaws of death. "Thoſe ſtately pala- 
ces, which they now wonder at unwilliagly, carry 
no reſemblance to them, but of their graves. Every 
Jraelite ſeems an executioner, every houſe a jail, e- 
yery beam a gibbet: and now, they look upon Eliſha, 
transformed from their guide to their common mur- 
derer, with horrour and paleneſs. It is moſt juſt with 
God to entangle the plotters of wickedneſs in their 
own ſnare, X 

How glad is a mortal enemy to ſnatch at all advan- 
tages of revenge! Never did the king of //rael lee a 
more pleaſing fight, than ſo many Syrian throats at 
his mercy ; and, as loath to loſe ſo fair a day, as if 
bis fingers itched to be dipt in blood, he ſays, My 
father, ſhall I ſmite, ball  fſmite them? The 
repetition argued deſire, the compellation reverence. 
Not without allowance of a prophet, would the king 
of [/rael lay his hand upon an enemy, ſo miraculouſly 
traived home. His heart was ſtill foul with idolatry, 
jet would he not taint his hand with forbiod u blood. 
Hypocriſy will be {till ſcrupulous in ſomethi ig; aud, 
In ſome awful reſtraints, is a perfect coun erfeit of 
conſcience. | 
The charitable prophet ſoon gives an angry prohi- 
dition of flaughter; Thou ſbalt nat ſnute them: 

Q q2 wouldſt 
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wouldſt thou ſinite thoſe whom thou haſt talen 
captive with thy fword, and with thy bow? ax if 
he had faid, Theſe are God's captives, not thine; and 
if they were thine own, their blood could not be ſhed | 
without cruelty : though in the hot chaſes of war, ex- | 
ecutions may be juſtifiable; yet in the coolneſs of de- 6 
liberation, it can be no other than inhumane, to take a 
thoſe lives which have been yielded to mercy. But |; 
here, thy bow and thy ſword are guiltleſs of the ſuc- i 
ceſs; only a ſtrange providence of the Almighty hath / 
caſt them into thine hands, whom neither thy force t 
nor thy fraud could have compaſſed. If it be victory . 
thou aimeſt at, overcome them with kindneſs; Set \ 
bread and water before them, that they may cat ll 
and drink, O noble revenge of Elifba, to feaſt p 
his perſecutors! to provide a table for thoſe, wo : 
had provided a grave for him ! Theſe Syrians came l 
to Dothan full of bloody purpoſes ro Eliſha ; he ſends n 
them from Samaria full of good cheer and jollity. Wl i 
Thus, thus ſhould a prophet puniſh his purſuers, WI t 
No vengeance but this is heroical, and fit for Chriſti- Wl x 
an imitation. F thine enemy hunger, give him bread u 
to eat; if he thirſt, give him water to drink: fo Mu 
thou ſhalt heap coals of fire upon his head,; and the fl p 
Lord ſhall reward thee. Be not overcome with evil, b 
but overcome evil with good. | ) 
The king of J/rael hath done that by his fealt, WM © 
which he could not have done by his ſword, The Ml n 
bands of Syria will no more come by way of ambuli p 
or incurſion into the bounds of Hrael. Never did a 
charitable act go away without the retribution of 2 
bleſſing. In doing ſome good to our enemies, we do 
moſt good to ourſelves. God cannot but love in us 
this imitation of his mercy, who bids his ſun ſhine, 
and his rain fall where he is moſt provoked; and that 
love is never fruitleſs, a 
5 O N. 
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cox TEM. x. The famine of SAMAR1A relieved, 


N OT many good turns are written in marble, 

Soon have theſe Syrians forgotten the merciful 
t-neficence of [/rael. After the forbearance of ſome 
doſtile inroad, all the forces of Syria are muſtered 
painſt Fehoram. That very Samaria, which had re- 
tered the diſtreſſed Aramites, is by the Aramites be- 
feged, and is famiſhed by thoſe whom it had fed. 
The famine within the walls was more terrible than 
the ſword without. Their worſt enemy was ſhut 
within, and could not be diſlodged of their own bowels. 
Whither hath the idolatry of Mae brought them? 
Before they had been ſcourged with war, with drought, 
vich dearth, as with a ſingle cord, they remain incor- 
rigible, and now Ged twiſts two of theſe bloody laſhes 
tocether, and galls them even to death; there needs 
no other executioners than their own maws. Thoſe 
things which in their nature were not edible, at leaſt 
toan I/raelite, were now both dear and dainty. The 
as was, beſides the untoothſomeneſs, an impure crea- 
ture, That which the law of ceremonies had made 
unclean, the law of neceſſity had made delicate and 
precious. The bones of ſo carrion an head could not 
de picked for leſs than four hundred peices of ſilver. 
Neither was this ſcarcity, of victuals only, but of all 
other neceſſaries for human uſe ; that the belly might 
not complain alone, the whole man was equally 
pinched, 

The king of Ifrae! is neither exempted from the 
judgment, nor yet yields under it. He walks upon 
the walls of bis Samaria, to overſee the watches ſet, 
the engines ready, the guards changed, together with 
the poſture of the enemy, when a woman cries to 
bim out gf the city, Help, my lord, O king. Next 
to God, what refuge have we in all our neceſſities, 
but his anointed ? Earthly ſovereignty can aid us in 

the 
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the caſe of the injuſtice of men, but what can it gg: 
againſt the judgments of God? If the Lord db we 
help thee, whence ſhall J help thee? out of th © 
Barn. floor, or out of the wine preſs Even the great 
eſt powers mult ſtoop to affſictons in themſelves ; hoy 
ſhould they be able to prevent them in others? T9 
ſue for aid, where is an utter impotence of redreſg 
is but to upbraid the weakneſs, and aggravate the 
miſery of thoſe whom we implore. Jehoram miſtakes 
the ſuit; the ſupplicant calls to him for a woful piece MI 
of juſtice : two mothers have agreed to eat their ſons; q 
the one hath yielded hers to be boiled and eaten; 
the other, after ſhe hath taken her part of ſo prodi- Wl; 
gious a banquet, withdraws her child, and hides hin 
from the knife, Hunger and envy make the plaintiff 
importunate ; and now ſhe craves, the benefit of royal 
ente She that made the firſf motion, with-hold 

er part of the. bargain, and flies from that promiſe 
whoſe truſt had made this mother childleſs. O the 
direful effects of famine ! that turns off all reſpech of 
nature, and gives no place to horrour, cauſing the 
tender mother to lay her hands, yea her teeth, upon 
the fruit of her own body, and to receive that into 
her ſtomach, which ſhe hath brought forth of her 
womb. What ſhould Jeheram do? the match was 
monſtrous, the challenge was juſt, yer unnatural 
This complainant had purchafed one half of the li 
ving child, by the one half of hers dead. The 
mother of the ſurviving infant is preſſed by covenank 
by hunger; reſtrained by nature. To force a mother Mane 
to deliver up her child to voluntary ſlaughter, had , 
been cruel; to force a debitor to pay a confelled 
arrearage, ſeemed but equal. If the remaining child 
be not dreſſed for food, this mother of the deyoured 
child is both robbed and famiſhed : if he be, inno- 
cent blood is ſhed by authority. It is no marvel, it 


the queſtion aſtoniſhed the judge; not ſo much r. 
the 
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it do de difficulty of the demand, as the horrour of the oc- 
n. To what lamentable diſtreſs did Jehoram find 
" the jis people driven? not without cauſe did the king 
r Wi if 1/rael rend his garments, and ſhew his ſackcloth ; 
gell might he ſee his people branded with that ancient 


10 arſe, which God had denounced againft the rebelli- 

Irels ws: The Lord ſhall bring a nation againſt thee of 

| the ce countenance, which ſhall not regard the 

takes in of the old, nor ſhew favour to the young ; 

. md be ſhall beſiege thee in all thy gates ; and thou 
J 


fult eat the fruit of thine own body, the fleſh of 
thy ſons, and of thy daughters. The tender and de- 


T od. late woman, her eyes ſhall be evil towards her 
hin one that cometh out from betzveen her feet, 
aol / ward the children which ſhe ſhall bear, for 
ro fe ſhall eat them for want of all 3 etly 
— mn the fiege and ſtraitneſs. He mourns for the 


nague, he mourns not for the cauſe of this plague, 
tis fin, and theirs: 1 find his ſorrow, I find not his 
repentance, The worſt man may grieve for his ſmart, 
mly the good heart grieves for his offence, Inſtead 
of being penitent, Jehoram is furious, and turns his 
noe from his fins, againſt the prophet: God do fo 
h me, and more alſo, if the head of Eliſha, the 
in of Shaphar, ſhall ſtand on him this day. Alas, 
what hath the righteous done! Perhaps Eliſba, that 
ne may imagine ſome colours of this diſpleaſure, fore- 
ſireatened this judgment, but they deſerved it; per- 


ſenand Wins he might have averted it by his prayers, their 
* repentance diſabled him; perhaps he perſuaded 
K 2 ed {eboram to hold out the ſiege, though through much 
l wr tardneſs he foreſaw the deliverance. In all this, how 
— lath Elba forfeited his head? All Hael did not afford 


n head ſo guiltleſs, as this that was deſtined to ſlaugh- 
r. This is the faſhion of the world; the lewd 
ames the innocent, and will revenge their own fins 
pan others uprightneſs. ky 
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In the midſt of all this fad eſtate of Samaria, ard , 
theſe ſtorms of Fehoram, the prophet fits quietly i 1 
his own houſe, amongſt his holy conſorts, bewail. 
ing, no doubt, both the fins and miſery of their th 
people, and prophetically conferring of the iſſue, 7] 
when ſuddenly God reveals to him the bloody inten WM ;, 
and meſſage of Jehoram, and he at once reveals it to w 
his fellows: See ye how this fon of @ murden n. 
bath ſent to take away mine head? O the inim. 
table liberty of a prophet ! The ſame God, that (hey. I; 
ed him his danger, ſuggeſted his words; he may be Wi |, 
bold, where we muſt be awful. Still is Nabi; Will de 
blood laid in Fehoram's diſh; the foul fact of 4þuj 
blemiſheth his poſterity ; and now when the ſon threat 
violence to the innocent, murder is objected to hin 
as hereditary. * 

He, that foreſaw his own peril, provides for b 7 
ſafety; Shut the door, and hold him faſt at ih * 
 dgor. No man is bound to tender his throat wil ,, 
an unjuſt ſtroke; this bloody commiſſion was prevent-W 1; 
ed by a prophetical foreſight. The ſame eye that ont 
ſaw the executioner coming to ſmite him, ſaw alſo the 


king haſtening after him to ſtay the blow; the prophet « 
had been no other than guilty of his own blood, 1 © 
he had not reſerved himſelf a while, for the reſcue of lo 
authority. O the inconſtancy of carnal hearts! R ni 
was not long ſince Jehoram could ſay to Eliſha, MM dot 
father, ſhall I fmite them? now he is ready 10 con 
fmite him as an enemy, whom he honoured as a fr ;;, 
ther; yet again his lips had no ſooner given ſentence o g. 
death againſt the prophet, than his feet ſtir to recal it mig 
It ſhould ſeem that Eliſha, upon the challenges oh Wap 
expoſtulations of Zehoram s meſſenger, had ſent a peril by 
ſuaſive meſſage to the king of 1/rael, yet a while 108 |... 
wait patiently upon God for his deliverance ; the di le 
contented prince flies off in an impotent anger, Bebo om 
all 


this evil is of the Lord, what ſhould I wait jo 
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the Lord any longer? O the deſperate reſolutions of 
impatient minds! They have ſtinted God both for his 
time and his meaſure ; if he exceed either, they ei- 
ther turn their backs upon him, or fly in his face. 
The poſition was true, the inference deadly. All 
that evil was of the Lord ; they deſerved it, he ſent it. 
What then? It ſhould have been therefore argued, 
He, that ſent it, can remove it; I will wait upon his 
mercy, under whole juſtice I ſuffer. Impatience and 
diſtruſt ſhall but aggravate my judgment; It zs the 
Lird, let him do what he will. But now, to deſpair 
becauſe God is juſt, to defy mercy becauſe it lingers, 
to reject God for correction, it is a preſumptuous mad- 
neſs, an impious pettiſhneſs. 

Yet, in ſpite of all theſe provocations, both of king 
and people, Eliſba hath good news for Fehoram ; 
Thus ſaith the Lord, To-morrow, about this time, ſhall 
a meaſure of fine flower be fold for a ſhekel, and two 
meaſures of barley for a ſhekel, in the gate of Samaria. 
Miſerable //rae/ now ſees an end of this hard trial; 
one day's patience ſhall free them both of the ſiege 
and famine, God's deliverances may over-itay our 
expectation, not the due period of his own counſels. 
O infinite mercy! when man ſays, No longer, God 
lays, To-morrow ; as if he would condeſcend where he 
might judge, and would pleaſe them who deſerved 
nothing but puniſhment. The word ſeemed not more 
comfortable than incredible: A lord, on whoſe hand 
the king leaned, anſwered the man of God, and ſaid, 
Bebuld, if the Lord would make windows in heaven, 
night this thing be? Prophecies, before they be ful- 
flled, are riddles; no ſpirit can aread them, but that 
by which they are delivered. It is a fooliſh and in- 
jurious infidelity, to queſtion a poſſibility, where we 
know the meſſage is God's: how eaſy is it for that 
omnipotent hand to effect thoſe things, which ſurpaſſes 
al the reach of human conceit! Had God intended 

Vox. II. Rr a mira- 
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2 miraculous multiplication, was it not as eaſy for him 
to increaſe the corn or meal of Samaria, as the wi. 
dow's oil? was it not as eaſy for him to give plenty 
of victuals, without opening the windows of heaven, 
as to give plenty of water, without wind or rain? 
The Almighty hates to be diſtruſted. This peer of 
Iſrael ſhall rue his unbelief ; Behold, thou ſhalt fee it 
with thine eyes, but Halt not eat thereof : The fight 
ſhall be yielded for conviction, the fruition ſhall be 
denied for puniſhment. Well is that man worthy to 
want the benefit which he would not believe: who 
can pity to ſee infidelity excluded from the bleſling 
of earth, from the glory of heaven? 

How ſtrange a choice doth God make of the intel. 
ligencers of ſo happy a change ! Four lepers fit at the 
entering of the gate, they fee nothing but death before 
them, famine within the walls, the enemy without. 
The election is woful; at laſt they reſolve upon the 
leſſer evil, famine is worſe than the Syrian: in the 
famine there is certainty of -periſhing, amongſt the 
Syrians hazard; perhaps the enemy may have ſome 
pity, hunger hath none; and, were the death equal. 
ly certain, it were more eaſy to die by the ſword, 
than by famine. Upon this deliberation they come 
down into the Syrian camp, to find either ſpeed of 
mercy or diſpatch, Their hunger would not give 
them reſpite till morning ; by twilight are they fallen 
upon the uttermoſt tents; Behcld, there was no man: 
they marvel at the ſilence and folitude, they look and 
liſten, the noiſe of their own feet affrighted them 
their guilty hearts ſupplied the Syrians, and expect 
ed, fearfully, thoſe which were as fearfully feed. 
How eafily can the Almighty confound the power of 
the ſtrong, the policy of the wife! God puts a pa- 
nic terror into the hearts of the proud Syrians ; he 
makes them hear a noiſe of chariots, and a noiſe of 


horſes, even the noiſe of a great hoſt ; they ſay one 
t0 
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w another, Lo, the king of Iſrael hath hired againſt 


xs the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the E- 
oyptians, to come upon us, They ariſe therefore in 
2 confuſed rout, and leaving all their ſubſtance be- 
hind them, fly for their lives. Not long before, E- 
Iſba's ſervant ſaw chariots and horſes, but heard 


none: now, theſe Syrians hear chariots and horſes, 


but ſee none: that ſight comforted his heart, this 


ſound diſmayed theirs. The //rae/ites heard no noiſe - 


within the walls; the lepers heard no noiſe without 
the gates; only the Syr:ans heard this noiſe in their 
camp. What a ſcorn doth God put upon theſe pre- 
ſumptuous Aramites / he will not vouchſafe to uſe 
any ſubſtantial ſtratagem againſt them; nothing but 
a empty ſound ſhall ſcatter them, and fend them 
home empty of ſubſtance, laden with ſhame, half 
dead with. fear; the very horſes, that might have 
haſtened their flight, are left tied in their tents; 
their very garments are a burden; all is left be- 
lind, ſa ve their very bodies, and thoſe breathleſs for 
ſpeed. 

Doubtleſs theſe Syrians knew well, to what miſe- 
nble exigents the incloſed Iſraelites were brought, 
by their ſiege; and now made full account to ſack 
and ranſack their Samaria ; already had they divided, 
add fwallowed rhe prey ; when ſuddenly God puts 
them into a ridiculous confuſion, and ſends them to 
eek ſafety in their heels: no booty is now in price 
wth them, but their life, and happy is he that can 
mn faſteſt. . 

Thus the Almighty laughs at the deſigns of inſo- 
lent men, and ſhuts up their counſels in ſhame. 

The fear of the four lepers began now to give way 
b ſecurity ; they fill their bellies, and hide their trea- 
fures, and paſs from one tent to another, in a faſti- 
lious choice of the beſt commodities: they, who ere 
Wile would have held it happineſs enough to have 
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been bleſſed with a cruſt, now wantonly rove for 
dainties, and from neceſlity leap into excels. 

How far ſelf- love carries us in all our actions, even 
to the neglect of the public! Not till their own bel. 
lies, and hands and eyes were filled, did theſe lepers 
think of imparting this news to Hael. At laſt, when 
themſelves are glutted, they begin to remember the 
hunger of their brethren, and now they find room for 
remorſe ; We do not well; this day is a day of gud 
tidings, and we hold aur peace. Nature teaches us, 
that it is an injury to engroſs bleſſings, and fo to mind 
the private, as if we had no relation to a community, 
We are worthy to be ſhut out of the city-gartes for 
lepers, if the reſpects to the public good do not over- 
ſway with us in all our deſires, in all our demeanour; 
and well way we, with theſe covetous lepers, fear a 
miſchief upon ourſelves, if we ſhall wilfully conced 
hleſſings from others. 

The conſcience of this wrong and danger ſends 
back the lepers into the city; they call to the porters, 
and foon tranſmit the news to the king's houſhold, 
The king of 1/rael complains not to have his fleep 
broken with ſuch intelligence; he ariſeth in the night, 
and, not contemning good news, though brought by 
lepers, conſults with his ſervants of the buſineſs. 

We cannot be too jealous of the intentions of an 
enemy. Jehboram wiſely ſuſpects this flight of the & 
rians to be but ſimulatory and politic, only to draw 
1/rael out of their city for the ſpoil of both. There 
may be more peri] in the back of any enemy than in 
his face: the cruelleſt flaughters have been in reti 
ring. Eaſily therefore is the king perſuaded to adven- 
ture ſome few forlorn ſcouts for further aſſurance. 
The word of Eliſha is out of his head, out of his heart, 
elic there had been no place for this doubt. Timo- 
rous hearts never think themſelves ſure ; thoſe, that 
haye no faith, had need of much ſenſe. 


Thoſe 
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Thoſe few horſes that remain are ſent forth for 
diſcovery ; they find nothing but monuments of fright- 
fulneſa, ges of ſecurity. Now rael dares iſſue 
forth to the prey; there, as if the Syrians had come 
thither to enrich them, they find granaries, ward- 
robes, treaſures, and whatever may ſerve either for 
iſe or oſtentation. Every 1/raelite goes away filled, 
aden, wearied with the wealthy ſpoil. | 

As ſcarcity breeds dearth, ſo plenty cheapneſs. 
To-day a meaſure of fine flowgr is lower rated, than 


I yelterday of dung. 


The diſtruſtful peer of 1/-ael ſees this abundance, 
according to the word of the prophet, but enjoys it 
not. He ſees this plenty can come in at the gate, 
though the windows of heaven be not open. The 
gate is his charge; the famiſhed 1/raelites preſſed in 
upoa him, and bear him down in the throng. Ex- 
treme hunger hath no reſpect to greatneſs. Not their 
rudeneſs, but his own unbelief hath trampled him un- 
der feet. He that abaſed the power of God by his 
diſtruſt, is abaſed worthily to the heels of the mul- 
titude. Faith exalts a man above his own ſphere; 
infidelity depreſſes him into the duſt, into hell. He 
that believes not is condemned already. 


BOOK TWENTIETH, 


Co TEM. 1. The SHUNAMITE ſuing to JE- 
HORAM; ELISHA conferring with HAZAEL. 


OW royally hath Eliſba paid the Shunamite 
for her lodging! to him already ſhe owes the 
life of her ſon, both given and reſtored; and 

now again, after ſo many years, as might well have 
worn out the memory of ſo ſmall a courteſy, * 
er 
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her ſon, her family, owe their lives to fo thankful z 
gueſt. That table and bed, and ſtool and candle. 
ſtick, was well beſtowed. That candleſtick repaid her 
the light of her future life and condition, that table 
the means of maintenance, that ſtool a ſeat of ſafe x. 
bode, that bed a quiet reſt from the common calami. 
ties of her nation. He is a niggard to himſelf that 
ſcants his beneficence to a prophet, whoſe very cold 
water ſhall not go unrewarded. Elijah preſerved the 
Sareptan from famine, Eliſha the Shunamute ; he, by 
proviſion of oil and meal; this, by premonitien : 4. 
riſe, and go, thou and thine houſhold, and ſyjourn 
whereſoever thou canſt ſojourn. The Sareptan way 
Poer, and driven to extremes, therefore the prophet 


provides for her from hand to mouth. The Shunamite | 


vas wealthy, and therefore the prophet {ends her to 
provide for herſelf. The ſame goodnels, that relieves 
our neceſſity, leaves our competency to the hand of 
our own counſel; in the one he will make uſe of his 
own power, in the other of our providence. 

The very prophet adviſes this holy client to leave 
the bounds of the church, and to ſeek life, where ſhe 
ſhould not find religion. Extremity is for the time a 
juſt diſpenſation with ſome common rules of our out- 
ward demeanour and motions, even from better to 
worſe. All 1/-ael and Judah hall be famiſhed : the 
body can be preſerved nowhere, but where the ſoul 
ſhall want. Sometimes the conveniencies of the ſoul 
muſt yield to bodily neceſſities. Wantonneſs and cu- 


riofity can find no advantage from that which is done 


out of the power of need. 
It is a long famine that ſhall afflict rae. He, up- 


on whom the ſpirit of Elijah was doubled, doubled 
the judgment inflicted by his Maſter. Three years 
and an half did ae] gaſp under the drought of El:- 
jah: ſeven years dearth ſhall it ſuffer under Eliſba. 


The 
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The trials of God are many times not more grievous 
vr their ſharpneſs, than for their continuance. 

This ſcarcity ſhall not come alone; God ſhall call 
fr it: Whatever be the ſecond cauſe, he is the firſt. 
The executioners of the Almighty, ſuch are his judg- 
ments, ſtand ready waiting upon his juſt throne ; and 
do no ſooner receive the watch-word, than they fly 
won the world, and plague it for fin. Only the cry 
of our ſins moves God to call for vengeance ; and, if 
God once call, it muſt come. How oft, how earneſt- 

are we called to repentance, and ſtir not! The 
meſſengers of God's wrath fly forth at the leaſt beck, 
and fulfil the will of his revenge upon thoſe, whoſe 
obedience would not fulfil the will of his command. 

After ſo many proofs of fidelity, the Shunamzte 
cannot. diſtruſt the prophet ; not ſtaying therefore to 
be convicted by the event, {he removes her family 
into the land of the Ph:/;/t:nes. No nation was more 
oppoſite to 1/rae/, none more worthily odious; yet 
there doth the Shunamite ſeek and find ſhelter : even 
the ſhade of thoſe trees that are unwholeſome may 
keep us from a ſtorm. Every where will God find 
room for his own. The fields of Philiſtines flouriſh, 
while the ſoil of rae! yields nothing but weeds and 
barrenneſs. Not that 1/rae/ was more ſinful, but that 
the fin of //-ae/ is more intolerable. The offers of 
grace are ſo many aggravations of wickedneſs. In 
equal offences, thoſe do juſtly ſmart more, who are 
more obliged. No peſtilence is ſo contagious, as that 
which hath taken the pureſt air. 

Theſe Philiſtine neighbours would never have en- 
lured themſelves to be peſtered with foreigners, e- 
ſpecially [/-ae/ites, whom they hated, beſides religi- 
m, for their uſurpation : neither were they, in all 
Ikelihood, preſſed with multirude. The reſt of 1/rae! 
were led on with hopes, preſuming upon the amends 
a the next harveſt, till rhcir want grew deſperate and 

irremediable; 
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irremediable ; only the forewarned Shunamite pre. Wl v 
vents the miſchief; now ſhe finds, what it is to haye Ne 
a prophet her friend. Happy are thoſe ſouls, that 

upon all occafions conſult with God's ſeers! they ſhall b 
be freed from the plagues wherein the ſecure blind. WM fi 


neſs of others is heedleſly overtaken. l 
Seven years had this SHunamite ſojourned in Pale. 7 
ſtine, now ſhe returns to her own, and is excluded, fo 


She, that found harbour among Philiſtines, finds op- 

preſſion and violence among 1/raelites ; thoſe of her e 

kindred, taking advantage of her abſence, had ſhared Wl th 

her poſſeſſions. How oft doth it fall out, that the tit 
worſt enemies of a man are thoſe of his own houſe! 

All went by contraries with this Shunamzte ; in the ge 

famine ſhe had enough, in the common plenty ſhe 

was ſcanted ; Philiſtines were kind unto her, 1/rael- 

ites cruel. Both our fears and our hopes do not ſel- 

dom diſappoint us. It is ſafe truſting to that ſtay which 

can never fail us, who can eaſily provide us both of 

friendſhip in Palefine, and of juſtice in I/rael. We 

may not judge of the religion by particular actions: a 

very Philiſtine may be merciful, when an J/raelite is 

unjuſt. The perſon may be faulty, when the pro- 

feſſion is holy. 

It was not long ſince the prophet made that friend- 

ly offer to the Shunamzite, out of the deſire of a thank- 

| ful requital : What is to be done for thee? wouldſt that 

| be ſpoken for to the king, or to the captain of the hoſt? 

| and ſhe anſwered, I dwell among my brethren. Lite 

did ſhe then think of this injurious meaſure ; elſe ſhe 

might have ſaid, I dwell among my enemies, I dwell 

among robbers. It is like they were then friendly, 

who were now cruel and oppreflive : there is no trull 

to-be repoſed in fleſh and blood. How ſhould their 

favours be conſtant, who are, in their nature and di- 


' Polition, variable? It is the ſureſt way to rely on =_ 
who 


BOOK XX. Cor REM. 1. 321 


who is ever like himſelf, the meaſure of whoſe love is 
eternit . ä 

Whither ſhould the Shunamite go to complain of 
her wrong, but to the court? there is no other re- 
fuge of the oppreſſed, but public authority. All ju- 
ſtice is derived from ſovereignty : kings are not called 
gods for nothing; they do both ſentence and execute 
for the Almighty. | 

Doubtleſs now the poor Shunamete thought of the 
courteous proffer of Eliſba, and, miſſing a friend at 
the court, is glad to be the preſenter of her own pe- 
tition. 

How happily doth God contrive all events for the 
good of his! This ſupplicant ſhall fall upon that in- 
ſtant for her ſuit, when the king ſhall be talking with 
G:hazi, when Gehazi ſhall be talking of her to the 
king; the words of Gehaz:, the thoughts of the king, 
the deſires of the Shunamite ſhall be all drawn toge- 
ther, by the wiſe providence of God, into the centre 
of one moment, that his oppreſſed ſervant might re- 
ceive a ſpeedy juſtice. O the infinite wiſdom, power, 
mercy of gur God, that inſenſibly orders all our ways, 
4 to his own holy purpoſes, ſo to our beſt advan- 
age! 

What doth Fehoram the king talking with Gehazr 
the leper ? that very preſence was an eye-fore. 

But if the cohabitation with the infectious were 
forbidden, yet not the conference; certainly I be- 
zin to think of ſome goodneſs in both theſe. Had 
there not been ſome goodneſs in Fehoram, he had 
tot taken pleaſure to hear, even from a leprous 
mouth, the miraculous acts and praiſes of God's 
prophet. Had there not been ſome goodneſs in Ge- 
bazt, he had not, after fo fearful an infliction of judg- 
ment, thus ingenuouſly recounted the praiſes of his 
kyere maſter. He, that told that dear-bought lie to 
the propher, tells now all truths of the prophet to 
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the king. Perhaps his leproſy had made him clean; 
if ſo, happy was it for him; that his forehead was 
white with the diſeaſe, if his ſoul became hereupon 
white with repentance : but we may well know that 
the deſire, or report of hiſtorical truths, doth not al- 
ways argue grace. Still Jehoram, after the inqui- 
ry of the prophet's miracles, continues his idolatry, 
He, that was curious to hearken after the wonders 
of Eliſha, is not careful to follow his doctrine: there- 
fore are Gehazi and the Shunapte met before him, 
that he may be convicted, who will not be reformed, 
Why was it elſe, that the preſence of the perſons 
ſhould thus unexpectedly make good the relation, if 
God had not meant the inexcuſableneſs of Fehoran, 
while he muſt needs ſay within himſelf, Thus potent 
is the prophet of that G 
not Eliſha's the true God, how could he work ſuch 
wonders? and, if he be the true God, why is he not 
mine? But what? ſhall I change Abab's God for 
Jehoſaphat's? No, I cannot deny the miracles, I vil 
not admit of the author: let Eliſba be powerful, | 
will be conſtant. O wretched Fehoram, how much 
better had it been for thee never to have ſeen the 
face of Gehazi, and the ſon of the Shunamite, than 
to go away unmoved with the vengeance of leproſy 
in the one, with the merciful reſuſcitation of the 0- 
ther! Therefore is thy judgment fearfully aggrarz- 
ted, becauſe thou wouldſt not yield to what thou 
couldit not oppoſe. Had not Ahab's obduratenels 
been propagated to his ſon, ſo powerful demonſtra- 
tions of divine power could not have been uneſtec- 
tual, Wicked hearts are ſo much worſe, by how 
much God is better: this anvil is the harder by be- 
ing continually beaten upon, whether with judgments 
or mercy. | | 

Yer this good uſe will God have made of this re- 


port, and this preſence, that the poor —_ 
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n; WI fall have juſtice. That ſon, whole life was reſtored 


28 mall have his inheritance revived : his eſtate ſhall fare 

an the better for Eliſha's miracles. How much more 

at WI vill our merciful God ſecond his own bleſſings, when 

4]. the favours of unjuſt men are therefore drawn to us, 

RY becauſe we have been the ſubject of divine benefi- 
. Wl cence! 

— It was a large and full award, that this occurrence 


re. drew from the king; Reftore all that was here, and 
m, all the fruits of the field, ſince the day that | ſhe left 
ed. the land, even until now. - Not the preſent poſſeſſion 


Ins only is given her, but the arrearages. 
if Nothing hinders, but that outward juſtice ma 
m, ſand with groſs idolatry. The widow may 3 


ent Lia for this: his miracle wrought ſtill, and puts 

ere dis new life in her dead eſtate ; his abſence did that 

ich bor the preſervation of life, which his preſence did 

not for the reſtoring it from death. She that was ſo rea- 

for ey to expoſtulate with the man of God, upon the loſs 

vil. of her ſon, might, perhaps, have been as ready to 

„pute the loſs of her eſtate to his advice. Now, 

ch WI that for his ſake ſhe is enriched with her own, how 

the WI doth ſhe bleſs God for fo happy a gueſt? When we 

han bare forgotten our own good turns, God remembers 

off Wl and crowns them. Let us do good to all while we 

> 0- Wl fave time, but eſpecially to the houſhold of faith. 

Wa- Could 1/-ae! have been ſenſible of their own con- 

hou dition, it was no ſmall unhappineſs to loſe the pre- 

nels WI fence of E/iha. Whether for the idolatries, or for | 

ra: dhe famine of //-ae/, the prophet is gone into Syria, = 

fec- do doubt Naaman welcomed him thither, and now 

10w W vould force upon him thanks for his cure, which the 

be- WI man of God would not receive at home. 

ents How famous is he now grown that was taken from 
the team! His name is not confined to his own nation; 

re- WO foreign countries take notice of it, aud kings are glad | 
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to liſten after him, ahd woo him with preſents. Beg. 
hadad, the king of Syria, whoſe counſels he had de. 
tected, rejoiceth to hear of his preſence ; and now, 2 
having forgotten that he had ſent a whole hoſt to be. 
ſiege the prophet in Dothan, ſends an honourable mef. 
ſenger to him, laden with the burden of forty camel, 
to conſult with this oracle concerning his ſickneſs and 
recovery... 

This Syrian, belike in his diſtreſs, dares not truſt 
to his own gods; but, having had good proof of the 
power of the God of [/rael, both in Naaman's cure, 
and in the miraculous defeats of his greateſt force, 
is glad to ſend to that ſervant of God whom he had 
perſecuted. Wicked men are not the ſame in health, 
and in ſickneſs ; their affliction is worthy of the thanks, 
if they be well-minded, not themſelves. 


Doabtleſs the errand of Benhadad was not only tg | 


inquire of the iſſue of his diſeaſe, but to require the 
prayers of the prophet for a good iſſue. Even the 
worſt man doth ſo love himſelf, that he can be con- 
tent to make a beneficial uſe of thaſe inſtruments 
whoſe goodneſs he hateth. 

Hazael, the chief peer of Syria, is deſigned to this 
meſſage ; the wealth of his preſent ſtrives with the 
humility of his carriage and ſpeech : Thy ſon Benha- 
dad, king of Syria, hath ſent me to thee, ſaying, Shall 
J recover of this diſeafe? Not long ſince, 22 
king of 1/rae/ had ſaid to Eliſha, My father, ſpall 


ſmite them? and now Benhadad king of Syria lays, | 


My father, ſhall I recover? Lo, how this poor Mebv- 
lathite hath kings to his ſans! How great is the ho- 
pour of God's prophets with Pagans, with princes: 
Who can be but confounded to ſee evangelical pro- 
phets deſpiſed by the meaneſt chriſtians. 

It is more than a ſingle anſwer that the prophet te- 


turns to this meſſage ; one anſwer he gives * ”— 
a 
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hadad that ſent it, another he gives to Hazael that 
brings it: that to Benhadad is, Thou mayſt ſurely re- 
cover; that to Hazael, The Lord hath ſhewed me that 
be ſhall ſurely die. What ſhall we ſay then? Is there 
a lie, or an equivocation in the holy mouth of the 
prophet ? God forbid. It is one thing what ſhall be 
the nature and iſſue of the diſeaſe; another thing 
what may outwardly befal the perſon of Benhadad - 
the queſtion is moved of the former, whereto the an- 
fwer is direct, The diſeaſe is not mortal; but, with- 
al, an intimation is given te the bearer of an event 
beyond the reach of his demand, which he may know, 
but either needs not, or may not return: The Lord 
hath ſhewed me that he ſhall ſurely die, by another 
means, thongh not by the diſeaſe. 

The ſeer of God deſcries more in Hazael, than he 
could ſee in himſelf ; he fixes his eyes therefore ſted- 
faſtly in the Syrian's face, as one that in thoſe lines 
read the bloody ſtory of his life. 

Hazael bluſhes, Eliſba weeps: the intention of thoſe 
eyes did not ſo much amaze Hazael, as the tears; as 
yet he was not guilty to himſelf of any wrong that 
might ſtrain out this juice of ſorrow : Why weepeth my 
Lord? 


The prophet fears not to foretel Hazael all the 


villanies which he ſhould once do to 1/rae/ ; how he 
ſhould fire their forts, and kill their young men, and 
rip the mothers, and daſh their children. I marvel 
not now at the tears of thoſe eyes, which foreſaw this 
miſerable vaſtation of the inheritance of God ; the 
very mention whereof is abhorred of the future au- 
thor: What, is thy ſervant a dog, that I ſhould do 
this great thing? they are ſavage cruelties where- 
of thou ſpeakeſt ; it were more fit for me to weep, 
that thou ſhouldſt repute me. ſo brutiſh : I ſhould no 
leſs condemn myſelf for a beaſt, if I could ſuſpe& my 
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own degeneration ſo far. Wicked men are carried 


into thoſe heights of impiety, which they could not, 
in their good mood, have poſhbly believed; nature 
is ſubject to favourable opinions of itſelf, and will ra- 
ther miſtruſt a prophet ef God than her own good 
diſpoſition. How many, from honeſt beginnings, haye 
riſen to incredible licentiouſneſs ; whoſe lives are noy 


ſuch, that it were as hard for a man to believe they 
had ever been good, as to have perſuaded them once, 


they ſhould prove ſo deſperately ill! 

To give ſome overture unto Hazael of the oppor. 
tunity of this enſuing miſchief, the prophet forete 
him, from God, that he ſhall be the king of Syria, 

He that ſhews the event, doth not appoint the 
means. Far was it from rhe ſpirit of God's prophet 


to ſet, or encourage a treaſon 3 while he ſaid 'there- 
fore, Thou ſhalt be king of Syria, he ſaid not, Go 


home, and kill thy maſter. The wicked ambition of 
Hazael draws this damnable concluſion out of holy 
premiſes; and now, having fed the hopes of his ſove- 
reign with the expectation of recovery, the next day 
he ſmothers his maſter. The impotent deſire of rule 
bruiks no delay. Had not Hazael been graceleſy 
cruel, after he had received this prediction of the 
ſeer, he ſhould have patiently waited for the crown 
of Syria, till lawful means had ſet it upon his head; 
now he will, by a cloſe. execution, make way to the 
throne: a wet cloth hath ſtopt the mouth of his fick 
ſovereign, no noiſe is heard, the carcaſe is fair; who 
can complain of any thing but the diſeaſe ? 

O Hazael, thou ſhalt not thus eaſily ſtop the mouth 
of «thine own conſcience ; that ſhall call thee traitor, 
even in thy chair of ſtate, and ſhall check all thy 
royal triumphs with, Thou haſt founded thy throne 
in blood! I am deceived, if this wet cloth ſhall not 
wipe thy lips in thy jollieſt feaſts, and make thy bell 


morſels unſavoury. Sovereignty is painful * 
aire 
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füreſt terms; but, upon treachery and murder, tor- 
menting. Woful is the caſe of that man, whoſe pu- 
lic cares are aggravated with private guiltineſs; and 
happy. is he that can enjoy a little with the peace of 
u honeſt heart. 


Cox TEM. II. IEHVU with JEHORAM and JE- 
2 EB EI. 


ET Hazael began his cruelty with loſs. Ramat h- 
gilead is won from him; Fehoram the ſon hath, 
recovered that, which Ahab his father attempted. in 
uin. That city was dear bought of //rael, it coſt 
the life of Ahab, the blood of Fehoram ; thoſe wounds 
were healed with victory; the king tends his health 
at Jezreel, while the captains were enjoying, and ſe- 
conding their ſucceſs at Ramot h. | 
Old Eliſba hath neither cottage nor foot of land, 
jet, fitting in an obſcure corner, he gives order for 
kingdoms 3 not by way of authority, (this uſurpation 
had been no leſs proud than unjuſt) but by way of 
nefſage from the God of kings; even a mean herald. 
may go on a great errand. The prophets of the go- 
ſpel have nothing to do but with ſpiritual. kingdoms ; 
to beat down the kingdoms of fin and Satan, to tranſ- 
late ſouls to the kingdom of heaven. 

He, that renewed the life of the Shunamte's ſon, 
muſt. ſtoop to age; that block lies in his way to Jehu; 
be aged prophet employs a ſpeedier meſſenger, who 
muſt alſo gird up his loins for haſte. No common 
pace will ſerve us, when we go on God's meſſage ; the 
jery loſs of minutes may be unrecoverable. This 
great ſeer of God well ſaw a preſent concurrence of 
al opportunities. The captains of the hoſt were 
len readily combined for this exploit; the army was 
on foot, Fehoram abſent : a ſmall delay might have 
troubled the work; the diſperſion of the 3 
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hoſt, or the preſence of the king, might either haye 
defeated or ſlacked the diſpatch. He is prodigal of 
his ſucceſs, that is flow in his execution. 

The directions of Eliſha to the young prophet are 
full and punctual, whither to go, what to carry, what 
to do, where to do it, what to ſay, what ſpeed tg 
make, in his act, in his return. In the buſineſſes of 
God, it matters not how little is left to our diſcre. 
tion ; there is no important buſineſs of the Almighty, 
wherein his precepts are not ſtrict and expreſs; look 
how much more ſpeciality there 1s in the charge of 
God, ſo much more danger is in the violation. 
The young prophet is curiouſly obedient, in his 

haſte, in his obſervation and carriage; and finding 
Fehu, according to Eliſba's prediction, ſet amongſt 
the captains of the hoſt, he ſingles him forth by a re- 
verent compellation. I Have an errand to thee, 0 
captain. Might not the prophet have ſtayed till the 
table had riſen, and then have followed Fehu to his 
lodging? Surely the wiſdom of God hath purpoſely 
pitched upon this ſeaſon, that the public view of: 
ſacred meſſenger, and the haſty evocation of ſo noted 
a perſon to ſuch a ſecrecy, might prepare the hearts 
of thoſe commanders of Iſrael to the expectation of 
ſome great deſign. | 
The inmoſt room is but cloſe enough for this aft; 
ere many hours, all 7/-ael ſhall know that, which yet 
may not be truſted with one eye: the goodneſs of 
God makes wiſe proviſion for the ſafety of his meſ- 
ſengers, and, while he employs their ſervice, pre- 
vents their dangers. 

But how is it that, of all the kings of the ten tribes, 
none was ever anointed but 7ehu? Is it for that the 
God, who would not countenance the erection of that 
uſurped throne, would countenance the alteration! 
or is it, that by this viſible teſtimony of divine ord: 
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nation, the courage of the //rael:t1/h captains might 
he raiſed up to ſecond the high and bold attempt of 
him whom they ſaw deſtined from heaven to rule ? 

Together with the oil of this unction, here was a 
charge of revenge; a revenge of the blood of the pro- 
phets upon Jezebel, of wickedneſs and idolatry up- 
o Ahab neither was the extirpation of this lewd fa- 
mily forepropheſied only to Zehu, but enjoined. 

Elyjah foretold, and the world expected, ſome fear- 
ful account of the abominable cruelty and impiety of 
that accurſed houſe; now it is called for, when it 
ſeemed forgotten. Ahab ſhall have no poſterity, e- 
rebel ſhall have no tomb but the dogs. This wotul 
doom is committed to Jehu's execution; | 

O the ſure, though patient, juſtice of the Almigh- 
tf! Not only Ahab and Jezebel had been bloody 
and idolatrous, but 1/-ae/ was drawn into the partner- 
ſhip-of their crimes : all theſe ſhall ſhare in rhe judg- 
ment. E/zzah's complaint in the cave now receives 
this late anſwer ; Hazael ſhall plague 1/rael, Fehr 
ſhall plague the houſe of Ahab and Fezebel : Elijha's 
ſerrant thus ſeconds Eiſha's maſter. When wicked- 


nefs is ripe in the field, God will not let it ſhed to 


grow again, but cuts it up, by a juſt and ſeaſonable 
rngeance. Ahad's drooping under the threat, hath 
put off the judgment from his own days; now it 
comes, and ſweeps away his wife, his iſſue, and falls 
heary upon his ſubjects. Pleaſe yourſelves, O ye vain 
liners, in the ſlow pace of vengeance; it will be nei- 
er leſs certain, nor more eaſy, for the delay; rather 
t were to pay for that leiſure in the extremity. 

The prophet hath done his errand, and is gone. 
ſebu returns to his fellows, with his head not more 
wet with oil, than buſied with thoughts: no doubt, his 
ace bewrayed ſome inward tumults and diſtractions 
of imagination, neither ſeemed he to return the ſame 
de went out. They aſk theretore, Js all well? 

Yor. II. Tt Here- 
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Wherefore came this mad fellow to thee? The pro. 


phets of God were to theſe idolatrous I/raelites like 
comets, who were never feen without the portend- 
ment of a miſchief. When the prieſts of their Baa/ 
were quietly facrificing, all was well ; but now, when 
a prophet of God comes in ſight, their guiltineſs aſks, 
Ts all well? All would be well but for their fins 
they fear not theſe, they fear their reprover. 

[jrael was come to a good paſs, when the prophet; 
of God went with them for madmen. O ye Baalit;h 
ruffſians, whither hath your impiety and profaneneſ 
carried you, that ye ſhould thus blaſpheme the ſer- 
vants of the living God? Ye, that run on madding 
after vain idols, tax the ſober guides of true worſhip 
for madneſs. Thus it becomes the godleſs enemies 
of truth, the heralds of eur patience, to miſcal our 
innocence, to revile our moſt holy profeſſion. What 
wonder is it that God's meſſengers are madmen unto 
thoſe to whom the wiſdom of God is fooliſhneſs? 

The meſſage was not delivered to Jehu for a con- 
cealment, but for publication. Silence could not ef. 
fect the word that was told him, common notice mult, 
Te know the man, and bis communication. The habit 
ſhows you the man, the calling ſhows you his errand, 
Even prophets were diſtinguiſhed by their clothes; 
their mantle was not the common wear : why ſhould 
not rhis ſacred vocation be known by a peculiar attire! 
Theſe captains had not called him a madman, if they 
had not known him a prophet: by the man therefore 
they might gucſs at his meflage. Prophets do not 
uſe to appear, but upon ſerious errands, whether of 

reproof, or of prediction. 

Nice civilities 0: denials were not then known to 
the world: they faid, /f is falſe, tell us now. Amongl: 
theſe captains no combat, no unkindnefs follows up- 
on a word {o rude'y jamuiar. 1 

A eb 


, 


BOOK XX. CoxNnTEm. 11. 331 


thu needs not tell them that the man was a pro- 
phet ; he tells them the prophecy of the man, what 
he had ſaid, what he had done. 

Their eyes had no ſooner ſeen the oil, their ears 
had no ſooner heard, Thus faith the Lord, I have a- 
nanted thee &1ng over Iſrael, than they riſe from their 
ſeats, as rapt with a tempeſt, and are hurled into 
arms: ſo do they haſte to proclaim” Fehr, that they 
ſcarce ſtay to ſnatch up their garments, which they 
had perhaps left behind them for ſpeed, had they not 
meant, with theſe rich abulziements, to garniſh a ſtate 
for their new ſovereign, to whom, having now erect- 
ed an extemporal throne, they do, by the ſound of 
trumpets, give the ſtyle of royalty, Jehu 7s King. 

So much credit hath that mad fellow with theſe 
gallants of //rae/, that upon his word they will pre- 
kntly adventure their lives, and charge the crown. 
God gives a ſecret authority to his deſpiſed ſervants, 
bas they which hate their perſon, yet reverence their 
ruth: even very ſcorners cannot but believe them. 
lt, when the prophets of the goſpel tell us of a ſpiri- 
tual kingdom, they be diſtruſted of thoſe which pro- 
els to obſerve them, how ſhameful is the diſpropor- 
ton! how juſt ſhall their judgment be: 

Yet I cannot ſay, whether mere obedience to the 
prophet, or perſonal diſlikes of Jehoram, or partial 
eſpects to 7ehu, drew the captains of //rael. The 
vill of God may be done thankleſly, when tulfilling 
the ſubſtance, we fail of the intention, and err in cir- 
cumſtance. | | 

Only Ramoth is conſcious of this ſudden inaugura- 
lon; this new princedom yet reaches no further than 
tie found of the trumpet. Jehu is no leſs ſubtile than 
ant ; he knew, that the notice of this unexpected 
change might work a buſy and dangerous reſiſtance ; 
he therefore gives order, that no meſſenger of the 
ners may prevent his perſonal execution, that ſo he 
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might ſurpriſe Jehoram in his palace of Fezreel, whe. 
ther tending his late wounds, or ſecurely feaſting his 
friends, and dreaming of nothing leſs than danger; 


and might be ſeen and felt at once. Secrecy is the | 


ſafeſt guard of any deſign ; diſcloſed projects are ei- 
ther fruſtrated, or made needleſly difficult. 

Neither is 7ehu more cloſe than ſwift ; that very 
trumpet, with the ſame wind, ſounds his march; from 
the top of the ſtairs, he ſteps down into his chariot, 
That man means to ſpeed, who can be at once reſer- 
ved in his own counſels, and refolute and quick in his 
performances. 

Who could but pity the unhappy and unſeaſonable 
viſitation of the grandchild of Feho/aphat, were it not 
that he was degenerate into the family of Ahab? A. 
haziah king of Judah is come to viſit Jeheram king of 
Iſrael; the knowledge of. his late recerved wounds 
hath drawn thither this kind ill-matched ally. He, 
who was partner of the war, cannot but be a viſitet 
of the wounds, 

The two kings are in che height of their compli- 
ment and entertainments, when the watchman of the 
tower of Ferreel eſpies a troop afar off. For ought 
was known, there was nothing but peace in all the 
land of 1/rae/; and Judah was now ſo combined with 
it, that both their kings were feaſting under one roof; 
yet, in the midſt of their ſuppofed ſafety, the watch- 
tower is not unfurniſhed with heedy eyes. No ſecu- 
rity of peace can free wife governors from a careful 
ſuſpicion of what may come, and a providence againſt 
the worſt. Even while we know of no enemies, the 
watch-tower of due intelligence may not be empty. 

In vain are dangers foreſeen, if they be not pre- 
moniſhed; it is all one to have a blind and a mute 
watchman ; this ſpeaks what he ſees, ſee a con. 
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Doubtleſs Jehoram's head was now full of thoughts, 
neither knew he what conſtruction to put upon this 
yproaching troop. Perhaps the Syr:ans, he thinks, 
may have recovered Rameth, and chaſed the garriſon 
of Iſrael; neither can he imagine, whether theſe 
hould be hoſtile victors, or vanquiſhed ſubjects, or 
conſpiring rebels. Every way this rout was dreadful. 
0 Jehoram, thou beginneſt thy fears too late! hadſt 
thou been afraid to provoke the God of 1/rael, thine 
mocency had yielded no room to theſe terrors. 

An horſeman 1s diſpatched to diſcover the meaning 
of this deſcried concourſe. He meets them, and in- 
quires of peace; but receives a ſhort anſwer, What 
haſt thou to do with peace? turn thee behind me. A 
ſecond is addreſſed with the ſame ſucceſs. Both at- 
end the train of Jehu, inſtead of returning. Indeed, 
iis not for private perſons to hope to rectify the pu- 
blic affairs, when they are grown to an height of diſ- 
order, and from thence to a ripeneſs of miſcarriage. 
Sooner may a well-meaning man hurt himſelf, than 
redreſs the common danger. 

Theſe meſſengers were now within the mercy of 
multitude ; had they but endeavoured to retire, they 
had periſhed as wilfully as vainly. Whoſoever will 
be ſtriving againſt the torrent of a juſt judgment, muſt 
needs be carried down in the ſtream. Sometimes 
there is as much * wiſdom in yielding, as courage in 
reliſtance. 

Had this troop been far off, the watchman conld 
not have deſcried the arrival of the meſſengers, their 
turning behind, the manner of the march. Jehbu was 
anoted captain, his carriage and motion was obſerved 
more full of fire than his fellows : The driving is like 
Jehu's, for he driveth furiouſly. God makes choice 
of fit inſtruments, as of mercy, fo of revenge. Theſe 
ſpirits were needful for ſo tragical a ſcene, as was 
wow preparing in //rae!, 
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Jeboram and Ahaziah, as nettled with this forced 
patience of expectation, can no longer keep their ſeats, 
but will needs haſten their chariots, and fetch that 
coltly ſatisfaction which would not be ſent, but given. 

They are infatuated which ſhall perith, otherwayg 
Jeboram had been warned enough, by che forcible re- 
tention of his meſſengers, to expect none but an ene. 
my. A friend or a ſubje& could not have been un- 
willing to be known, to be looked for. Now, for- 
getting his wounds, he will go-to fetch death. 

Yer when he ſees Jehu, whom he left a ſubjed, 
hopes ſtrive with his doubts, /s it peace, Jehu! 
What may be the reaſon of this ſudden journey? js 
the army foiled by the Syrians ? is Ramoth recover. 
ed? or hath the flight of the enemy left thee no fur: 
ther work? or is ſome other ill news guilty of thy 
baſte? what means this unwiſhed preſence, and re- 
turn ? 

There necds no ſtay for an anſwer ; the very face 
of Jehu, and thoſe ſparkling eyes of his, ſpeak fury 
and death to Jehoram, which yet his tongue anger- 
ly ſeconds: What peace, ſo long as the whoredoms of 
thy mother Jezebel, and ber witchcrafts are ſo many? 

Wicked tyrant, wllab ſpeakeſt thou of peace with 
men, when thou haſt thus long waged war with the 
Almighty? that curſed mother of thine hath nurſed 
thee with blood, and trained thee up in abominable 
idolatries. | 

Thou art not more hers, than her fin is thine; 
thou art polluted with her ſpiritual whoredoms, and 
enchanted with her helliſh witchcrafts : now that juſt 
God, whom thou and thy parents have ſo heinouly 
deſpiſed, ſends thee by me this laſt meſſage of his ven- 
geance: which, while he ſpake, his hand is drawing 
up that deadly arrow, which ſhall cure the former 
wounds with a worſe. i 
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Too late now doth wretched Fehoram turn his 
chariot and fly, and cry treaſon, O Ahbaziah! There 
was treaſon before, O Jehoram! thy treaſon againſt 
the majeity of God is now revenged by the treaſon 
of Jebu againſt thee. | 

That fatal ſhafr, notwithſtanding the ſwift pace of 
doch the chariots, is dire ſted to the heart of Jehoram ; 
there is no erring of thoſe feathers which are guided 
by the hand of deſtiny. 

How juſt are the judgments of God ! it was in the 
feld of Naboth, wherein Fehoram met with Jehu; 
that very ground called to him for blood. And now 
this new avenger remembers that prophecy which he 
heard out of the mouth of Elijah, in that very place, 
flowing the heels of Ahab, and is careful to perform 


t, Little did Jehu think, when he heard that meſ- 


age of Elijab, that his hands ſhould act it. Now, 


I zealous of accompliſhing the word of a prophet, 


he gives charge to Bidtar his captain, that the bleed- 
ng carcaſe of Zehoram ſhould be caſt upon that very plat 
of Nabsth. O Naboth's blood well paid for! Ahab's 
blood is Iicked by dogs, in the very place where thoſe 
does licked Navoth's ; Fehoram's blood ſhall manure 
that ground, which was wrung from Nabeth, and Je- 
zzbel ſhall add to this compoſt. O garden of herbs 
dearly bought, royally dunged ! 

What a reſemblance there is betwixt the death of 
tie father and the fon, Ahab and Jehoram / Both are 
lain in their chariot, both with an arrow, both re- 
pay their blood to Nabeth : and how perfect is this 
retalation ! Not only Nabotb miſcarried in that cruel 
matice, but his ſors alſo; elſe the inheritance of 
lie vineyard had deſcended to his heirs, notwith- 
ſtanding his pretended offence. And now, not only 
ab forfeits his blood to this field, but his ſon Je- 
Pram alſo. Face doth not more anſwer to face, than 
pavſhmcnt to ſin. 

It 
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It was time for Ahaziah king of Fudah to fly. 


Nay, it had been time long before to have fled from 
the ſins, yea, from the houſe of Ahab. That brand 
is fearful which God ſets upon him: He did evil in 
the fight of the Lord, as did the houſe of Ahab, for 
he was the ſon-in-law of the houſe of Ahab. Affinity 
is too often guilty of corruption: the fon of good J. 
hoſaphat is loſt in Ahab's daughter. 

ow he pays for his kind alliance, accompanying 
the ſon of Ahab in his death, whom he conſorted 
with in his idolatry. Young Ahaziah was ſcarce 
warm in his throne, when the miſ- matched blood of 


Athaliah is required from him. Nothing is more | 


dangerous than to be imped in a wicked family ; this 
relation too often draws in a ſhare both of fin and pu- 
niſhment. | 

Who would not have looked that Fezebel, hearing 
of this bloody end of her ſon, and purſuit of her al- 
ly, and the fearful proceedings of this proſperous 
conſpiracy, ſhould have put herſelf into ſackcloth and 
aſhes; and now, finding no means either of defence 
or eſcape, ſhould have caſt herſelf into ſuch a poſture 
of humiliation, as might have moved the compaſſion 
of Jehu? Her proud heart could not ſuddenly learn 
to ſtoop; rather ſhe recolle&s her high ſpirits, and, 
inſtead of humbling her ſoul by repentance, and 
addreſſing herſelf for an imminent death, ſhe pranks 
up her old carcaſe, and paints her wrinkled face, 
and, as one that vainly hopes to daunt the cou. 
rage of an uſurper, by the ſudden beams of majeliy, 
ſhe looks out, and thinks to fright him with the char 


lenge of a traitor, whoſe either mercy or juſice 


could not be avoided. Extremity finds us ſuch 2 
our peace leaves us. Our laſt thoughts are ſpent up 
on that we care moſt for. Thoſe, that have regarded 


their face more than their ſoul, in their latter end 
| art 
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ne more taken up with deſire of ſeeming fair, than 
teing happy. It is no marvel, if an heart, obdu- 
red with the cuſtom of fin, ſhut up graceleſly. Coun- 
erfeit beauty agrees well with inward uncleanneſs. 

Jebu's reſolution was too ſtrongly ſettled, to be re- 
noved with a painted face, or an opprobious tongue. 
He looks up to the window, and fays, Who ts 
m my ſide, who? There want not thoſe every 
where, which will be ready to obſerve prevailing 
geatneſs. Two or three eunuchs look out; he bids 
them throw her down: they inſtantly lay hold 
on their lately adored miſtreſs, and, notwithſtanding 
all her ſhrieks and prayers, cait her down headlong 
into the ſtreet. 

What heed is to be taken of the deep profeſſed 
ſervices of hollow-hearted followers ? All this while 
they have humbly, with tmiles and officious devotions, 
ned upon their great queen; now, upon the call 
of a proſperous enemy, they forget their reſpects, 
her royalty, and caſt her down, as willing executi= 
oners, into the jaws of a fearful death. It is hard ſor 
greatneſs to know them whom it may truſt : perhaps 
the faireſt ſemblance is from the falſeit heart. It was 
a juſt plague of God upon wicked Jezebel, that the 
Was inwardly hated of her own, He, whoſe fer- 
nants the perſecuted, raiſed up enemies to her from 
ter own elbow. | 

Thus muſt pride fall; inſolent, idolatrous, cruel 
Jezebel beſprinkles the walls and pavement with her 
blood ; and now thoſe brains, that deviſed mitchiet a- 
pant the ſervants of God, are ſtrewed upon the 
ſtones; and the, that inſulted upon the prophets, is 
trampled upon by the horſes heels: The wicked is 
tept for the day of deſtruction, and ſhall be brought 
juth to the day of wrath. | 

Death puts an end commonly to the higheſt diſ- 
pleaſure, He, that was ſevere in the execution of 
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the living, is merciful in the ſepulture of the dead: 

Go fee now this curſed woman, and bury ber. 
fer fhe is a king's daughter. She, that upbraideg 
Jebu with the name of Zimri, ſhall be interred by 
Jehu as Omri's daughter-in-law, as a Sidonian prin- 
ceſs; ſomewhat muſt be yielded to humanity, ſome- 
what to ſtate. TI 

The dogs have prevented 7ebu in this purpoſe, 
and have given her a living tomb, more ignoble than 
the worſt of the earth; only the ſcull, bands and feet 
of that varniſhed carcaie yet remain; the ſcull, which 
was the roof of all her wicked devices, the hands and 
feet, which were the executioners, theſe ſhall remain 
as the monuments of thoſe ſhameful exequies ; that 
future times, ſceing theſe fragments of a body, might 
ſay, the dogs were worthy of the reſt ; thus Jezebel 
is turned to dung, and dogs meat; Elijah is verified, 
Naboth is revenged, Fezreel is purged, Fehu is zcal- 
ous, and, in all, God is juſt. 


Cox TEM. 11. Jenv filling the ſons of Anas, 
and the prieſts of BAaAL. 


T HERE were two prime cities of the ten tribes, 

which were the ſet courts of the kingdom of 
Iſrael, Smaria and Jezreel ; the chief palace of the 
kingdom was Jezreel, the mother city of the king- 
dom was Samaria; Fehu is poſſeſſed of the one, with- 
out any word drawn againſt him: Jezreel willing- 
ly changes the maſter, yielding itſelf to the victor df 
two kings, to the avenger of Jezebel ; the next care 
is Samaria ; either policy or force ſhall fetch in that 
head of the tribes. 

The plentiful iſſue of princes is no ſmall aſſurance 
to the people; Ahab had ſons enough to furniſh the 
thrones of all the neighbour nations, to 2 the 

opes 
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hopes of ſucceſſion to all times. How ſecure did he 
think the perpetuation of his poſterity, when he taw 
ſeycnty ſons from his own loins! Neither was this 
royal iſſue truſted, either to weak walls, or to one 
wof; but to the {ſtrong bulwarks of Samaria, and 
therein to the ſeveral guards of the chief peers: it 
mas the wiſe care of their parents, not to have them 
obnoxious ro the danger of a common miicarriage, or 
of thoſe- emulations which wait upon ihe cloyedneſs 


ai an undivided converſation, but to order their ſepa- 


ration ſo, as one may reſcue other from the peril of 
fault, as one may reſpect other out of a. familiar 
ſtrangeneſs. Had Ahab and Jezebel been as wiſe for 
their fouls, as they were for their ſeed, both had 
proſpered. * 
Jebu is yet but in his firſt act; if all the ſons of 
Hab bleed not, the prophecy is unanſwered; there thall 
de no need of his fword,” his pea ſhall work all this 
laughter. He writes a challenge to Samaria, and 
therein to the guardians of the ſons of Ahab, daring 
them, out of the confidence in their defenced city, 
u their chariots and horſes, in their afſociates and 
arms, to ſet up the belt of their maſter's ſons. on his 
laher's throne, and to fight for his ſucceſſion. | 
All the governors of Ahab's children confpire in 
me common fear; no doubt, there wanted not, in that 
numerous brood of kings, fome great ſpirits, that, if 
a leaſt they attained to the notice of this deſign, 
bnged for a revenge, and ſuggeſted counſels of re- 
klution to their cowardly guardians, Shall an auda- 
cous uſurper run thus away with the crown of {jrael? 
Mall the blood of Jezebe/ be thus traiterouily ſpilt, 
thus wilfully forgotten? O 1/raelites, can you be fo 
tale, as to be ruled by my father's ſervant | Waere 


ae the merits of Ahab and Fehoram? What is become 


af the royal courage of 1/rae!* Doubtieſs ye thall not 
ant able ſeconds to your valour; do ye think the 
Uu 2 royal 
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royal and potent alliances of our mother Jezebel, and 
the remaining heirs of Judah, can draw back their 
hands from your aid? will they endure to ſwalloy 
ſo cruel an indignity ? Stir up your aſtoniſhed fort. 
tude, O ye nobles of /rael redeem your bleeding 
honour, revenge this treacherous conſpirator, and e. 
ſtabliſh the right of the undoubted heirs of your ſoye- 


r @ a©< wm 


reign. But as warm clothes to a dead man, ſo are | 
the motions of valour to a fearful heart. Beba 
two kings flood net before him, hew then ſhall ut , 
and? ſ 
Fear affrights itſelf rather than it will want bugs of MW x 
terror. It is true, two kings fell before Jehu, but | 
two kings unarmed, unguarded. Had not the fur-W & 
priſal of Jehu taken advantage of the unſuſpicious h 
nakedneſs of theſe two princes, his victory had not h 
been thus ſucceſsful, thus, eaſy. One of thoſe troll t 
kings, upon advertiſement and preparation, had t 
abated the fury of. that hot leader. It is the faſhion h 
of fear to repreſent unto us always the worſt, in eve- 
ry event, not looking at the inequality of the advan-WM { 
tages, but the miſery of the ſucceſs: as, contrarilyl 2: 
It is the guiſe of faith and valour, by the good iſſue of ce 
one enterpriſe, to raiſe up the heart to an expectation te 
and aſſurance of more. | Ni 
Theſe mens hearts are dead with their kings, nei 
ther dare entertain the hope of a ſafe and proſperous m 
reſiſtance, but baſely return, We are thy ſervants of 
and will do all that thou ſhalt bid us; we will ui ſe 
make any king.; do thou that which is good in thing ha 
es. is 
Well may Jehu think, Theſe men, which are thu} of 
diſloyal ro their charge, cannot be faithful ro me; rie 
is their fear that draws them to this obſervation It 


were they not cowards, they would not be traitoſ mi 
ro their princes, ſubjects to me: I may uſe the ble 


hands, but I will not truſt them. It is a —_— WI 
Obedl 
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obedience that is grounded upon fear; there can be 
no true fidelity without love and reverence. Nei- 
ther is other betwixt God and us: it out of a dread 
of hell we be officious, who ſhall thank us for theſe 
reſpects to ourſelves ? 

As one that had taſted already the ſweetneſs of a 
reſolute expedition, Jehu writes back inſtantly, I/ ye 
be mine, and if ye will hearken unto my voice, take ye 
the heads of the men your maſter's ſons, and come to 
me to Jezreel to-morrow this time, Valiant Fehu was 
ſo well | acquainted with the nature of fear, that he 
well knew this paſſion, once grown deſperate, would 
be ready to ſwallow all conditions; ſo far therefore 
doth his wiſdom improve it, as to make theſe peers 
his executioners, who preſently, upon the receipt of 
his charge turn cruel, and by a joint conſent fetch oif 
the ſeventy heads of thoſe princes, whom they under- 
took to guard, whom they had flattered with the 
hopes of greater honour. 

No doubt, but amongſt ſo many ſons of Abab, 
ſome had ſo demeaned themſelves, that they had won 
zealous profeſſions of love from their guardians. Ex- 
cept, perhaps, death ſtole upon them in ſleep, what 
tears, what entreaties, what conjurations mult here 
needs have been! 

What have we done, O ye peers of J[/rael, that 
might deſerve this bloody meaſure ? we are the ſons 
of Ahab, therefore have ye hitherto profeſſed to ob- 
ſerve us: what change is this? why ſhould that, which 
hath hitherto kept you loyal, now make you cruel ? 
is this the reward of the long peaceable government 
of our father? are theſe the trophies of Ahab's victo- 
ries againſt Benhadad, Jehoram's againit Hazael? 
If we may not reign, yet at leaſt let us live: or, if we 
muſt die, why will your hands be embrued in that 
blood which ye had wont to term royal and ſacred ? 
why will ye of tutors, turn murderers? All pleas are 
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in vain to them that are deafened with their own fears, 
Perhaps theſe expoſtulations might have fetched ſome 
deus of pity from the eyes, and kiſſes from the lips of 

theſe unfaithful tutors, but cannot prevent the ſtroke 
of death. Theſe crocodiles weep upon thoſe whom 
they mult kill; and if their own ſons had been in the 
place of Ahab's, doubtleſs they had been ſacrificed to 
the will of an uſurper, to the parent's ſafety. It is ill 


relying upon timorous natures ; upon every occaſion, 


thoſe crazy reeds will break, and run into our hands, 


How worthy were Ahab and Jezebel of ſuch friends? 


They had been ever falſe to God, how ſhould men 


be true to them? They had fold themſelves to work 


wickedneſs, and now they are requited with a mer- 
cenary fidelity: for a few lines have theſe men fold 
all the heads of Ahab's poſterity. Could ever the 
policy of Jezebel have reached fo far, as to ſuſpett 
the poſſibility of the extirpatiou of ſo ample an iſſue, 
in one night, by the hands of her truſtieſt ſubjects? 
Now lhe, that by her letters ſent to the elders of 
Fezreel, ſhed the blood of Nabth and his ſons, hath 
the blood of all her ſons ſhed, by a letter ſent from 
Fezreel to the elders of Samaria. At laſt, God will 
be ſure to come out of the debt of wicked ſinners, and 
will pay them with that coin, which is both molt pro- 
per, and leaſt looked for. 

Early in the morning, in that gate of Jezreel where 
Ahab had paſſed many an unjuſt ſentence, is preſemt- 
ed unto 7ehu the fearful pledge of his ſovercignty, 
ſeventy ghaſtly heads of the ſons of Ahab. | 

Some carnal eye, that had ſegn ſo many young and 
ſmooth faces beſmeared with blood, would have melt- 
ed into compaſſion, bemoaning their harmleis age, 
their untimely end. It is not for the juitice of God 
to ſtand at the bar of our corrupted judgment. Ex- 
cept we include ſome grandchildren of Ahab within 


this number, none of theſe died betore they _m ar 
| one 
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ſoned with horrible idolatry ; or, if they had, they 
were in the loins of Ahab when he fold himſelf to 
work wickedneſs ; and now it is juſt with God to pu- 
niſh Ahab's wickedneſs in this fruit of his loins. The 
holy ſeverity of God, in the revenge of fin, ſometimes 
goes ſo far, that our ignorance is ready to miſtake it 
for cruelty. * 

The wonder and horror of thoſe two heaps hath 
aſly drawn together the people of Jezreel. Jebu 
meets them in that feat of public judgment; and, 
fading much amazedneſs and paſſionate contuſion in 
their faces, he clears them, and ſends them to the 
true original of theſe ſudden and aſtoniſhing maſſacres. 
: However his own conſpiracy, and the cowardly 
1 treachery of the princes of //-ae/ had been, not with- 
e 
{ 


out their heinous fin, the viſible means of this. judg- 
nent, yet he directs their eyes to an higher authori- 
ry, the juſt decree of the Almighty, manifeited by his 
ſervant Elijah, who, even by the willing ſins of men, 
* can moſt wiſely, moſt hoſtilely fetch about his moſt 
" righteous and blefled purpoſes. 


£ If the peers of Samaria out of a baſe fear, if chu 
" out of an ambition of reigning, ſhed the foul blood of 
" Ahab's poſterity, the fin is their own, but, in the 
5 mean time, the act is no other than what the infi- 
nite juſtice of God would juſtly work by their miſ- 
2 intentions. Let theſe //raz/ites but look up from 
5 earth to heaven, theſe tragical changes cannot trouble 
55 them; thither Jehu ſends them, wiping off the envy 
ot all this blood, by the warrant of the divine pre-or- 
* dination. In obedience whereunto, he ſends after 
* theſe heirs of Ahab all his kinsfolks, favourites, prieſts 
ze, that remained in Fezree/ ; and now, having cleare 


theſe coaſts, he haſtens to Samaria: whom ſhould he 
meet with in the way, but the brethren of Abaziah 
king of Judah, they are going to viſit their couſins 
the ſons of Ah. This young troop was thinking of 

nothing 


244 CONTEMPLATIONS. 


nothing bur jollity, and courtly entertainment, whey 
they meet with death. 80 ſuddenly, fo ſecretly had 
Fehu diſpatched theſe bold executions, that theſe 
princes could imagine no cauſe of ſuſpicion. How 
could they think it might-be dangerous to be known 
for the brethren of Ahaziab, or friends to the bre- 
thren of J7eboram? The juſt providence of the Al. [ 
mighty hath brought all this covey under one net. J. i 
hu thinks it not ſafe to let go fo many avengers of A. 
haziah's blood, ſo many corrivals of his ſovereignty, 0 
The unhappy affinity of Feho/aphat with Ahab is no 0 
leſs guilry of this ſlaughter than Jehu's ambition: 


this match, by the inoculation of one bud, hath taint- h 
ed all the ſap of the houſe of Judah. The two and h 
forty brethren of Ahaziah are therefore ſent after the Jo 
ſeventy ſons of Ahab, that they may overtake them a 
1a death, whom they came to viſit: God will much B: 
leſs brook idolatry from the loins of a Fehoſaphet, th 
Our entireneſs with wicked men feoffs us both in /,. 
their ſins and judgments. J. 

Doubtleſs, many 1/raelites, that were devoted to be 


the family and allies of Ahab, looked, (what they 
durſt) awry at this common effuſion of royal blood; 
yet, in the worſt of the depravedneſs of 1/rael, there 
were ſome which both drooped under the deplored 
1dolatry of the times, and” congratulated to Fehu this 
ſevere vindication of God's inheritance : amongſt the 
reſt, Jonadab the ſon of Rechab was moſt eminent, 
That man was by deſcent derived from Jethro, a Ili- 
dianite by nation, but incorporated into {/rael ; a 
man, Whoſe piety and ſtri& converfation did both 
teach and ſhame thoſe twelve tribes to which he was 
joined. He was the author of an auſtere rule of ci 
vility to his poſterity, to whom he debarred the uſe 
of wines, cities, poſſeſſions. This old and rough friend 
of Jehu, out of his moving habitations, meets him, 
and applauds his ſucceſs. Hg that allowed not wine 

to 
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to his ſeed, allows the blood of 4hab's ſeed poured 
out by the hand of Fehu : he, that ſhunned the city, 
is carried in Jehu's chariot to the palace of Samaria. 

How eaſily might Fehu have been deceived: Ma- 
ny a one profeſſes uprightneſs, who yet is all guile. 
Jonadab's carriage hath been ſuch, that his word me- 
rits truſt, It is a bleſſing upon the plain-hearted, that 
they can be believed. Honeſt Jenadab is admitted 
to the honour of FJehu's ſeat, and called, inſtead of 
many, to Witneſs the zeal of the new anointed king 
of 1ſrael. 

While Jehu had to do with kings, his cunning and 
his courage held equal pace together ; but now, that 
he is to deal with idolatrous prieſts, his wile goes a-- 
long, and prevails: He calls the people together, 
and, diſſembling his intentions, fays, Ahab /erved 
Baal 4 little, but Jehu hall, ſerve him much: now 
therefore call unto me all the prophets of Baal, all his 


ſervants, and all his prieſts, let none be wanting; for 


[ bave à great ſacrifice to do to Baal: whoſcever ſhall 
be wanting, he ſball not live. 

What a dead paleneſs was there now in the faces 
of thoſe few true-hearted Iſraelites, that looked for an 
happy reſtoration of the religion of God! How could 
they chuſe but think, alas, how are we fallen from 
our hopes? is this the change we looked for? was it 
only ambition that hath ſer this edge upon the ſword 
of Jehu? It was not the perſon of Ahab that we dil- 
liked, but the ſins; if thoſe muſt ſtill ſucceed, what 
have we gained? Wo be to us, it only the author of 
our miſery be changed, not the condition, not the 
cauſe of our miſery. 

On che other ſide, what inſultations and triumphs 
ſounded everywhere of the joyful Baalites what 
glorying of the truth of their profeſſion, becauſe of 
the ſucceſs! what ſcorns of their dejected oppoſites : 
what exprobrations of the diſappointed hopes, and pre- 
Vol. II. * dictions 
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ditions of their adverſe prophets ! what promiſes to 
themſelves of a perpetuity of Baaliſin / How did the 
diſperſed prieſts of Baa! now flock together, and ap. 
plaud each others happineſs, and magnify the devo- 
tions of their new ſovereign ! Never had that idol ſo 
glorious a day as this for the pomp of his ſervice; be. 
fore, he was adored ſingly in corners, now ſolemn 
facrifices ſhall be offered to him by all his clients, in 
the great temple of the mother city of /rael. I can 
commend the zeal of Jehy, I cannot commend the 
fraud of Jehu. We may come to our end, even by 
crooked ways, He that bade him to ſmite for him, 
did not bid him to lie for him. Falſhood, though it 
be but tentative, is neither needed nor approved by 
the God of truth, If policy have allowed officious 
untruths, religion never. 

By this device the houſe of Baal is well furniſh- 
ed, well filled; not one of his Chemarim either 
might or would be abſent : not one of thoſe which 
were preſent might be unrobed. Falſe Gods hare 
ever affected to imitate the true: even Baal hath 
temples, altars, prieſts, veſtments: all religions have 
allotted peculiar habits to their higheſt devotions. 
Theſe veſtments, which they miſ-called ſacred, are 
brought forth and put on, for the glory of this ſer- 
vice. a 
Jebu and Jenadab are firſt careful that this ſe- 
paration be exact: they ſearch and ſee that no ſer- 
vant of the Lord be crept into that throng. What 
ſhould a religious //-ac/ite do in the temple of Baal: 
were any ſuch there, he had deſerved their ſmart, 
who would partake with, their worſhip ; but if curi- 
oſity ſhould have drawn any thither, the mercy of 
geh ſceks his reſcue. How much more favourable 
is the God of mercies, in not taking advantage of our 
infirmitics ; 


Well 


1 Wo 
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Well might this ſearch have bred ſuſpicion, were 
it not, that in all thoſe idolatrous ſacrifices, the firſt 
care was to avoid the profane: even Baal would 
admit no mixture, how ſhould the true God abide it? 

Nothing wanted now, but the ſacrifice. No doubt 
whole herds and flocks were ready for a pretence 
of ſome royal hecatombs, whereof ſome had now al- 
ready ſmoked on their altars. O Jehu, what means 
this dilation? if thou abhorreſt Baal, why didſt 
thou give way to this laſt ſacriſice? why didſt thou 
not cut off theſe idolaters, before this upſhot of their 
vickedneſs? was it, that thou mightſt be ſure of 
their guiltineſs? was it that their number, together 
with their ſin, might be complete? What acclamati- 
ons were here to Baa / what joy in the freedom of 
their revived worſhip }- when all on the ſudden, thoſe, 
that had ſacrificed, are ſacrificed, The ſoldiers of 
Jebu, by his appointment, ruſh in with their ſwords 
drawn, and turn the temple' into a ſlaughter houſe. 
How is the tune now changed! what ſhrieking was 
here! what out-cries | what running from one {word 
to the edge of another ! what ſcrambling up the walls 
and pillars ! what climbing into the windows! what 
rain endeavours to eſcape that death which would 
not be ſhunned ! whether running, or kneeling, or 
proſtrate, they mult die. 

The firſt part of the ſacrifice was Baal's, the lat- 
ter is God's, The blood of beaſts was offered in the 
one, of men in the other: the ſhedding of this was 
ſo much the more acceptable to God, by how much 
theſe men were more beaſts than thoſe they ſacri- 
iced. O happy obedience! God was pleaſed with 
a facrifice from the houſe of Baal: the idolaters are 
lain, the idols burnt, the houſe of Baal turned to a 
draught, though even thus leſs unclean, lefs noiſome, 
than in the former perfumes; and, in one word, 
Baal is deſtroyed out of 1/7ael. 

S271 Who 
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Who that had ſeen all this zeal for God, would 
not have ſaid, 7ehu is a true Ifraelite ? Yet he, that 
rooted. out Ahab, would not be rid of Fercboam : he, 
that deſtroyed Baal, maintained the two calves of 
Dan and Bethel. That idolatry was of a lower rank, 
as being a miſ-worſhip of the true God; where. 
as the other was a worſhip of the falſe. Even the 
eaſier of both is heinous, and ſhall rob Jehu of the 
praiſe of his uprightneſs. 

A falſe heart may laudably quit itſelf of ſome one 
groſs ſin, and in the mean time hug ſome leſſer eyi] 
that may condemn it; as a man recovered of a fever 
way die of a jaundice, or a dropſy: we loſe the 
thank of all, if we wilfully fail in one. 

It is an entire goodneſs that God cares for: per- 
haps, ſuch is the bounty of our God, a partial obe. 
dience may be rewarded with a temporal blefling ; (a; 
Fehu's ſeverity to Ahab ſhall carry the crown to his 
tced for four generations) but we can -never hare 
any comfortable aſſurance of an eternal retribution, 
if our hearts and ways be not perfect with God, Wo 
be to us, O Gad, if we be not- all thine ! we cannot 
but everlaſiingly depart from thee, if we depart not 
trom every ſn. 1 hou haſt purged our hearts from 
the Baal of our groſs idolatries; O clear us from the 
golden calves of our petty corruptions alſo, that thou 
mayſt take pleaſure in our uprightneſs, and we may 
reap the ſweet comforts of thy glorious remuneration! 


CoN TEM. Iv ATHALIAH and JOASH, 


()* the woful ruins of the houſe of good Jeng 

phat Fehu bath flain two ard forty of his iflue; 
Athaliah hopes to root out the reſt, This daughter 
of Abab was not like to be other than fatal to that 
holy line; one drop of that wicked blood was enough, 
both ta impure and ſpill all the reſt, which affinity had 
mixed with it, | k 


* 
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It is not unlike, that Abaziab, betaking himſelf to 
the ſociety of Fehoram's wars, committed the ſway 
of his ſceptre to his mother Athaliahb. The daughter 
of Fezebel cannot but be plotting : when ſhe hears of 
the death of Abaziah and his brethren, inflited by 
the heavy hand of Jebu, ſhe ſtraight caſts for the king- 
dom of Fudah. The true heirs are infants; their mi- 
nority gives her both colour of rule, and opportuni- 
ty of an eaſy extirpation. Perhaps her ambition was 
not more guilty, than her zeal of Baaliſin: ſhe ſaw 
Jebu, out of a deteſtation of idolatry, trampling on 
the blood of Zehoram, Fezebel, Ahaziah, the ſons of 
Ahab, the brethren of Ahagiab, the prieſts and pro- 
hers of Baal, and, in one word, triumphing in the 
deſtruction both of Ahab and his gods out of Iſrael ; 
aad now ſhe thinks, Why ſhould not I deltroy Fehc- 
ſaphat and his god out of Judah ? 

Who ever ſaw an idolater that was not cruel? Atho- 
hah muſt needs let out ſome of her own blood out of 
che throat of Abagiab's ſons; yet the ſpares not to ſhed 
it out of a thirſt of ſovereignty. O God, how worthy 
of wonder are thy juſt and merciful diſpenſations! 
in that thou ſuffereſt the ſeed of good Jehoſaphat to 
be deſtroyed by her hand, in whoſe affinity he offend- 
ed, and yet ſaveſt one branch of this ſtock of Jeho- 
ſaphat, for the ſake of ſo faithful a progenitor. 

Wicked Athahah, couldit thou think God woul 
ſo far forget his ſervant David, though no other of 
thoſe loins had ſeconded his virtues, as to ſuffer all 
his ſeed to be rooted out of the earth? This venge- 
ance was for thy father Ahab. The man, according 
io God's own heart, {hall have a lineal heir to ſuc- 
ceed in his throne, when thou and thy father's houſe 
ſhall have vaniſhed into forgetfulneſs. 

For this purpoſe hath the wiſe Providence of God 
ordained a Feho/heba, and matched her in the prieſtl) 
jibe. Such reverence did Jehoram king of Judah, 

though 
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though degenerated into the idolatry of his father-iq. 
law Ahab, bear to this ſacred function, that he marries 
his daughter to Fehozada the prieſt. Even princeſſes 
did not then ſcorn the bed of thoſe that ſerved at 
God's altar. Why ſhould the goſpel pour contempt 
upon that which the law honoured !? 

That good lady had too much of Feho/aphat in 
her, to ſuffer the utter extirpation of that royal ſeed: 
the could not, doubtleſs, without the extreme danger 
of her own life, fave the life of her nephew Sash: 
with what a loving boldneſs doth the adventure to 
ſteal him from amongſt thoſe bleeding carcaſes in the 
chamber of death! Her match gave her opportunity 

to effect that, which both nature and religion moved 
her to attempt: neither know I, whether more to 
wonder at the cunning of the device, or the courage 
of che enterpriſe ; or the ſecrecy of the concealment, 


or the happineſs of the ſucceſs. Certainly Athahah | 


was too cruelly careful to forget this ſo late born fon 
of Ahaziah ; of all the reſt, his age would not ſuffer 
him to be out of her eye. In all likelihood therefore 
ſhe muſt needs have miſſed ſo noted a corpſe, had 
there not been a ſubſtitution of ſome other dead child 
'in his room: in that age, the favour 1s not fo di- 
ſtinguiſhable, eſpecially of a dead face. Without 
ſome pious deceit, this work could never have been 
effected; elſe had the child been ſecretly ſubduced, 
and miſſed by his bloody grandmother: her perpetual 
jealouſy had both expected a ſurviving heir, and con- 
tinued a curious and unavoidable ſearch ; both which 
were now ſhunned at once, whilſt Athaliah reckons 
him for dead, whom Jehe/heba hath preſerved. Mit 
chief ſometimes fails of thoſe appointments, wherein 
it thinks to have made the ſureſt work; God laughs 
in heaven at the plots of tyrants, and befools them in 
their deepeſt projects. He had ſaid to David, 95 the 

rut 
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n- fruit of thy body will I ſet upon thy ſeat ; in vain ſhall 
es earth and hell conſpire to fruſtrate it. | 
les Six years hath Foa/h and his nurſe been hid in a 
at Wl coſe cell of the temple: thoſe rooms were deſtined 
pt WM only to the holy tribe; yet now rejoice to harbour 

ſuch a gueſt : the rigour of the ordinary law muſt 
in Wl yield to cafes of ſo important neceſſity. 


fl: All this could not poſſibly be done, and continued, 
zer vithout the privity of many faithful prieſts and Le- 
b: ae, who were as careful to keep this counſel, as 


to Wl hopeful of the iſſue of it. It is not hard for many ho- 
the reſt hearts to agree in a religious ſecrecy ; needs muſt 
ty thoſe lips be ſhur, which God hath ſealed up. 

ved Judah hath not been uſed to ſuch a yoke; long had 
to i groaned under the tyranny, not of a woman only, 
ave Wi but of an idolatrous Sidonian if any of that ſex might 
nt, bare claimed that ſceptre, none had ſo much right to 
ah Wl it as Fehoſheba herſelf, But good Fehoiada the 
ſon Wl prieſt, who had rather to be a loyal guardian to the 
fer WM king, than an huſband to a queen, now finds time to 
ſet on foot the juſt title of Joaſb, and to put him in- 
to the miſuſurped throne of his father Ahaziah. 

In the ſeventh. year, therefore, he ſends for the 
captains, and the guard; and, having ſworn them ſe- 
crecy, by undoubted witneſſes, makes faith unto 
them of the truth of their native prince, thus happily 
reſcued from the bloody knife of his mercileſs grand- 
mother, marſhals the grear buſineſs of his inaugura- 
ton, gives every one his charge, ſets every one his 
ſation, and ſo diſpoſes his holy forces, as was moſt 
needful for the ſafety of the king, the revenge of the 
uurper, the prevention of tumults, the eſtabliſhment 
o the crown upon, the owner's head in peace and 
wh 

There was none of all theſe agents, who did not 
bold the buſineſs to be his own ; every true ſubject of 
Judah was feelingly intcreſted in this ſervice ; neither 

was 
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was there any of them, who was not ſecretly heart. 
burnedy all this while, with the grateful government gf 
this idolatrous tyranneſs: and now this inward fire i; 
glad to find a vent; how gladly do they addreſs them. 
ſelves to this welcome employment! The greateſ 
part of this ſecret band were Levites, who might there. 
fore both meet together with leaſt ſuſpicion, and be 
more ſecurely truſted by Jehoiada, under whom they 
ſerved. Even that holy prieſt of God, inſtcad of 
teaching the law, fers the guard, orders the captains, 
ranges the troops of Judah; and, initead of a cenſer, 
brings forth the ſpears and ſhields of David; the 
temple is for the preſent a field, or an artillery-yard; 
and the ephods are turned into harneſs.” That houſe, MI 
in the rearing whereof not the noiſe of an hammer WI 
| might be heard, now ' admits of the claſhing of ar- 
mour, and the ſecret murmurs of ſome military at. 


chievement. No circumſtances, either of place or WM | 
calling, are ſo punctual, as that public neceſſity may MW 1 
not diſpenſe with their alteration. ( 
All things are now ready for this ſolemnity : each f 
man rejoices to fix upon his own footing ; and longs t 
to fee the face of their long-concealed ſovereign, aud i 
vows his blood to the vindication of the common l- 7 
berty, to the puniſhment of a cruel intruder. No t 
Jeboiada brings forth unto them the king's fon, and r 
preſents him to the peers and people; hardly can 
the multitude dontain itſelf from ſhouting out too} a 
ſoon ; one ſees in his countenance the features of hi u 
father Abaziab, another of his grandfather Fehr fe 
a third profeſſes to diſcern in him ſome lines and fe- p 
ſhion of his great grandfather Jeheſapbat, all ind 
in his face the natural impreſſions of majeſty, aud rea e 


in it the hopes, yea the prophecies of their future ce 
happineſs. Not with more joy, than ſpeed, don 7% nc 

e hotada accompliſh all the rites of the coronation. Be re 
of 


fore that young king could know what was done i 


im 
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him, he is anointed, crowned, preſented with the 
book of the law. Thoſe ceremonies were inſtructive, 
and no doubt Jehoiada failed not to comment upon 
them in due time to that royal pupil. 

The oil, wherewith he was anointed, ſignified his 
deſignation to that high ſervice ; and thoſe endow- 
ments from heaven, that might enable him to ſo great 
à function. 

The crown, wherewith he was adorned, ſignified 
that glory and majeſty which ſhould both encourage 
and attend his princely cares. 

The book of the teſtimony ſignified the divine rules 
and directions, whereto he mult frame his heart and 
actions, in the wielding of that crown, in the improve- 
ment of that oil. 

Theſe three, the oil, the crown, the teſtimony, 
that is, inward powers, outward magnificence, true 
piery and juſtice, make up a perfect prince; none of 
theſe may be wanting : if there be not a due calling 
of God, and abilities meet for that greatneſs, the oil , 
faileth ; if there be not a majeſtic grace and royalty 
that may command reverence, the crown is miſſing; 


| If there be not a careful reſpe& to the law of God, 


az the abſolute guide of all counſels and determina- 
tions, the teſtimony is neglected: all of them concur- 
ring, make both king and people happy. 

Now it is time for the people to clap their hands, 
and by their loud acclamations to witneſs their joy, 
which mult needs break forth with ſo much more 
force, by how much it was longer, upon fears and 
policy, ſuppreſſed. 

The court and -temple were near together ; how- 
ever it was with Athaliah, and the late revolted prin- 
ces of Judah, accofding to the common word, The 
nearer to the church, rhe farther from God: their 
religious predeceſſors held it the greateſt commodity 
of their houſe, that it neighboured upon the houſe 

Vor, II. Yy of 
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of God. From her palace, might Athaliah eaſily 
hear the joyful ſhouts of the multitude, the loud noiſe 
of the trumpets; and, as aſtoniſhed with this new 
tumult of public gratulations, ſne comes running in- 
to the temple. Never had her foot trod upon that 
holy pavement till now, that ſhe came to fetch a juſt 
revenge from that God whoſe worſhip ſhe had con- 
temned. 

It fell out well, that her ſudden amazedneſs called 
her forth, without the attendance of any ſtrong 
guard, whoſe ſide-taking might have made that quar- 
rel mutually bloody. She ſoon hears and ſees what 
ſhe likes not; her ear meets with, God fave the king; 
her eye meets with the unlooked for heir of the king- 
dom, fitting on his throne, crowned and robed in the 
royal faſhion, guarded with the captains and ſoldiers, 
proclaimed by the trumpeters, acclaimed and applaud- 
ed by the people. 

Who can ſay, whether this ſight drove her more 
near to phrenſy, or death? how could it be otherways, 
when thoſe great ſpirits of hers, that had been long 
uſed to an uncontrolled ſovereignty, find themſelres 
ſo unexpectedly ſuppreſſed ? 

She now rends her clothes, and cries, Treaſon, trea- 
ſon, as if that voice of hers could ſtill command al 
hearts, all hands; as if one breath of hers were pow- 
erful enough to blow away all theſe new deſigns. 

O Athahah! to whom doſt thou complain thytelt ; 
they are thy juſt executioners wherewith thou art en- 
compaſſed : if it be treaſon to ſet up the true heir of 
Abaziah, thou appealeſt to thy traitors: the treaſon 
was thine, theirs is juſtice. The time is now come 
of thy reckonings tor all the royal blood of Fudab, 
which thine ambition ſhed ; wonder rather at the pa- 
tience of this long forbearance, than the rigour of 
this execution, 


There 
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There needs no formal ſeat of juſtice in ſo appa- 
rent offence. Fehorada paſſes the ſentence of death 
upon her; Have her forth of the ranges, let her not 
be lain in the houſe of the Lord,; and him that follows 
th her kill with the ſword. 

Had not this uſurpation been palpable, Fehoiada 


| would not have preſumed to intermeddle. Now, be- 


ing both the prieſt of God, and uncle and protector 
to the lawful king, he doth that out of the neceſſity 
of the ſtate, which his infant ſovereign, if he could 
have been capable of thoſe thoughts, would have de- 
fired. 

Violent hands are laid upon Athal:ah, whom, no 
doubt, a proud and furious diſdain ef ſo quick a charge, 
and of fo rough an uſage, made miſerably impatient. 
Now ſhe frowns and calls, and ſhrieks and commands, 
and ihreatens and reviles, and entreats in vain, and 
dies with as much ill-will from herſelf, as ſhe lived 
with the ill-will of her repining ſubjects. 

| ſee not any one man of all her late flatterers that 
follow her, either for pity or reſcue. Every man 
willngly gives her up to juſtice; not one ſword is 
drawn in her defence, not one eye laments her. Such 
; the iſſue of a tyrannical miſgovernment; that which 
; obeyed not without ſecret haſte, is loſt not without 
public joy. 

How like is Athahah to her mother Jezebel, as in 
conditions and carriage, ſo even in death; both kill- 
ed violently, both killed under their own walls, 
both lain with treaſon in their mouths, both ſlain in 
the entrance of a changed government; one trod on 
by the horſes, the other {lain in the horſe- gate: both 
— their own blood for the innocent blood of o- 
thers. 

How ſuddenly, how eaſily is Fudah reſtored to it- 
ſelf, after ſo long, and ſo fearful a depravation! The 
people ſcarce believe their own eyes, for the wonder 
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of this happy change : neither know I, whether they 


be more joyed in the ſight of their new king thus 
. ſtrangely preſerved, or in the ſight of Jehoiada that 
had preſerved him. | 

No man can envy the protection of the young king 
unto him, by whoſe means he lives and reigns. That 
holy man cares. only to improve his authority to the 
common good: He makes a covenant between the Lord, 
and the king, and the people : and, after fo long and 
dangerous a disjunction, reunites them to each other. 
Their revived zeal beſtirs itſelf, and breaks down the 
temples, and altars, and images of Baal, and ſacri- 
ſices his idolatrous prieſts. Shortly both Ahab and 
Baal are deſtroyed out of Judah. 

The ſceptre of Judah is changed from a woman to 
a child; but, a child trained up and tutored by FJeboi- 


ada. This minority, ſo guided, was not inferior to 
the mature age of many predeceſſors. Happy is that 


land, the non- age of whoſe princes falls into holy 
and juſt hands: yet, even theſe holy and juſt hands 
came ſhort of what they might have done. The 
high places remained ſtill; thoſe altars were erected 
to the true God, but in a wrong place. It is mar- 
vel, if there be not ſome blemiſhes found in the bell 
government: I doubt Jehoiada ſhall once buy it dear, 
that he did not his utmoſt, 

But for the main, all was well with Judah, in all the 
days of Je:c:ada, even after that Joaſb was grown 
paſt his pupillage. Fe that was the tutor to his in- 
fancy, was the counſcllor of his ripe age, and was 
equaily happy in both. How pleaſing was it to that 
good high prieſt, to be commanded by that charge of 
his in the buſineſs of God! The young king gives or- 
der to the prieſts, for the collection of large ſums, ta 
the repairing of the breaches of God's houſe. It be- 
comes him well to take care of that, which was the 


gur{cry 
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nurſery of his infancy: and now, after three and 
twenty years, he expoſtulates with his late guardian 
Jeboiada, and the reſt of his coat, Why repair ye 
wt the breaches ? | 

O gracious and happy viciſſitude! Jeheiada the 
prieſt bad ruled the infancy of king Jaaſb in matters of 
fate, and now Foa/ſh the king commands aged Feho- 
iada the prieſt in matter of devotion. In the affairs 
of God, the action is the prieſt's, the overſight and 
coaftion is the prince's: by the careful endeavour 
of both, God's houſe is repaired, his - ſervice flouri- 
ſheth. 

But alas! that it may too well appear, that the 
ground of this devotion was not altogether inward, no 
ſooner doth the life of Jehazada ceaſe, than the de- 
rotion of Joa/þ begins to languiſh ; and, after ſome 


* languor, dies. 


he benefit of a truly religious prelate, or ſtateſ- 
man, is not known till his loſs. 
Now, ſome idolatrous peers of Judah have ſoon 


miſcarried the king, from the houſe of the Lord God 


of their fathers, to ſerve groves and idols. Yea, 
whither go we wretched men, if we be left by our 
Maker? King Joa/h is turned, not idolater only, but 
perſecutor ; yea, which is yet more horrible to con- 
lder, perſecutor of the ſon of that Jehoiada to whom 
he owes his own life. Zechariah, his couſin- german, 
his foſter-brother, the holy iſſue of thoſe parents by 
whom Joaſh lives and reigns, for the conſcionable 
rebuke of the idolatry of prince and people, is un- 
juſtly and cruelly murdered by that unthankful 
band. How poſlible is it for fair and faint-like begin- 
pings to ſhut up in monſtrous impieties! Let him 
that thinks he ſtands, take heed leſt he fall. When 
ad God ever put up fo foul ingratitude to himſelf, to 
his ſervants? O Jeaſh/ what eyes can pity the fear- 
ful deſtruction of thee and thy Judah ? £ 


— 
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If ye haye forgotten the kindneſs of Fehoiada, your 
unkindneſs to Jehoiada ſhall not be forgotten, 4 
ſmall army of Syrians came up againſt Judah ang 
Jeruſalem, and deſtroyed all the princes of the 
and ſent all the "ell of them to Damaſcus, Noy 
Hazael revenges this quarrel of God, and his anoint- 
ed, and plagues that people which made themſelyes 
unworthy to be the Lord's inheritance. 

And what becomes of Foa/h ? he is left in great 
diſeaſes, when his own ſervants confpired againſt hin 
for the blood of the fons of Jehoiada, and ſle hin 
on his bed, and he died; and they buried him mit 
in the ſepulchre of the kings. Dying Zechariah had 
faid, in the bitterneſs of his departing foul, The 
Lord look upon it, and require wt. 1 confeſs, J 
had rather to have heard him ſay, The Lord paſi 


it over, and remit it: ſo ſaid Stephen. Such difte- | 


rence there is between a martyr of the law and of the 
goſpel ; although I will hope the zeal of juſtice, not 
the uncharitable heat of revenge, drew forth this word, 
God hears it, and now gives an account of his notice, 
Thus doth the Lord require the blood of Fehwmadd's 
ſon, even by the like unthankful hand of the obliged 
ſervants of Joaſh. He, that was guilty of abominable 
idolatry, yet, as if God meant to wave that chal- 
lenge, is called to reckoning for his cruel unthankful- 
neſs to Jehaada : this crime ſhall make him odious 
alive, and ſhall abandon him dead from the ſepulchre 
of his fathers; as if this laſt royalty were too good 
for him, who had forgotten the law of humanity, 
Some vices are ſuch, as nature ſmiles upon, though 
frowned at by divine juſtice. Others are ſuch, as even 
nature herſelf abhors; ſuch is this of ingratitude, 
which therefore carries ſo much more deteſtation from 
God, as it is more odious even to them that have blot- 
ted out the image of God. | 
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CoNTEM. v. JoAs RH with ELISHA dying. 


T HE two kingdoms of Judah and Iſrael, however 

divided both in government and affection, yet 
red to interchange the names of their kings: even 
[jrael alſo had their Joa, no better than that of Ju- 
4%; he was not more the father of the latter Feroboam, 
than, in reſpe& of miſworſhip, he was the ſon of the 
firſt Jeroboam, who made [/rael to fin. Thoſe calves 
of Dan and Bethel, out of a politic miſdevotion, be- 
ſorted all the ſucceſſion of the ten uſurped tribes. Yer 
en this idolatrous king of 1/rae/ comes down to viſit 
the ſick-bed of Eliſba, and weeps upon his face. 

That holy prophet was never any flatterer of prin- 
es, neither ſpared he invectives againſt their moſt 
aauſible fins : yet king Joa/h, that was beaten by his 
reproofs, waſhes that face with the tears of love and 
bro, which had often frowned upon his wicked- 
tels, 

How much difference there was betwixt the Foaſh - 
of Iſrael, andthe Foaſh of Fudah ? that of Fudah, ha- 
ing been preſerved and nurtured by Jehoiada the 
peſt, after all profeſſions of dearneſs, ſhuts up in the 
unkind murder of his fon, and that merely for the 
jut reproof of his own 1dolatry ; this of [/rael, ha- 
ing been eſtranged from the prophet Elz/ha, and ſharp- 
ly rebuked for the like offence, makes love to his 
dying reprover, and bedews his pale face with his 
tears, Both were bad enough; but this of 1/-ae/ was, 
boxever vicious, yet good-natured : that of Judah 
aded to his wickedneſs an ill diſpoſition, a dogged 
tumour, There are varieties even of evil men; ſome 
ae worſe at the root, others at the branch; ſome more 
only harmleſs, others fouller in morality. According 
o the exerciſe of the reſtraining grace, natural men 
@ either riſe or fall in their ill. 


The 
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The longeſt day muſt have his evening. Good 
Eliſha, that had lived ſome ninety years, a wonder 
of prophets, and had outworn many ſucceſſions in the 
thrones of Iſrael and Judah, is now caſt upon the 


bed of his ſickneſs, yea of his death. That very 


age might ſeem a diſeaſe, which yet is ſeconded with 
a languiſhing diſtemper. It is not in the power of 
any holineſs to privilege us from infirmity of body, 
from final diſſolution. He that ſtretched himſelf up- 
on his bed, over the dead carcaſe of the Shunamte's 
ſon, and revived it, muſt now ſtretch out his own 
limbs upon his fick-bed, and die. He ſaw his maſter 
Elijah rapt up ſuddenly from the earth, and fetched 
by a fiery chariot from this vale of mortality ; him- 
ſelf muſt leiſurely wait for his laſt pangs, in a linger- 
ing paſſage to the ſame glory. There is not one way 
appointed to us, by the divine Providence, unto one 
common bleſſedneſs: one hath more pain, angther 
hath more ſpeed : violence ſnatcheth away one; auo- 
ther, by an inſenſible pace, draws every day nearer to 
his term: the wiſdom and goodneſs of God magnities 
itſelf in both. Happy is he, that, after due prepars- 
tion, is paſt through the gates of death, ere he be . 
ware. Happy is he, that, by the holy uſe of long 
ſickneſs, is taught to ſee the gates of death afar ol 
and addreſſed for a reſolute paſſage : the one dies like 
Elijah, the other like Eliſba, both bleſſedly. _ 
The time was, when a great king ſent to Elihu, 
to know if he ſhould recover: now the king of I/, 
as knowing that E/;/ba ſhall not recover, ſo had bu 
conſumption ſpent him, comes to viſit the dying pro- 
phet; and, when his tears would give him leave, 
breaks forth into a paſſionate exclamation; O "9 
father, my father, the chariots of Iſrael, and tbe 
horſemen theme, Jet the calves of Dan and 
Bethel have left ſome goodneſs in Foaſh : as the bel 


man hath ſomething in him worthy of _ ſo the 
aujtiett 
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Had not the 
Spirit of God himſelf told us, that Joa/o did that 
which was evit in the fight of the Lord, we had ad- 
mired this piety, this reverend reſpect to the propher. 
The holieſt man could not have faid more. It is pol- 
ible for the clients of a falſe worſhip to honour, our 
of another regard, the profeſſors of truth. From the 
hand of Eli 2 had Jehu, the grandfather of Joa, re- 
ceired his unction to the kingdom; this favour might 
not be forgotten. « 

Viſitation of the ſick is a duty required both by the 
law of humanity, and of religion. Bodily infirmity is 
{ad and comfortleſs; and therefore needs the preſence 
ad counſel of friends to relieve it: although, when 
we draw the curtains of thoſe that are eminently gra- 
cious, we do rather fetch, with ab, than bring a 
bleſſing. 

How ſenſible ſhould we be of the loſs of holy men, 
when a Joa/h ſpends his tears upon Eliſha? If we be 
more affected with the foregoing of. a natural friend, 
or kinſman, than of a noted and uſeful prophet, it 
argues more love to ourſelves, than to the church of 
God, than to God himſelf. 

What uſe there was of chariots and horſemen in 
thoſe wars of the ancients, all hiſtories can tell us; all 
the ſtrength of the battle ſtood in theſe; there could 
be neither defence nor offence' but by them: ſuch 
Was Eliſha unto Mael. The greateſt ſafeguard to 
any nation is the ſanctity and faithfulneſs "of their 
prophets, without which the church and ſtate lies o- 
pen to utter deſolation. 

The fame words that Ea faid of his maſter Li- 


J, when he ſaw him taken up from the earth, dot! 


od now ſpeak of Eliſba, near his diſſolution; O 
my father, my father, the charists of |irasl, and 
the horſemen thereof ! The words were good, the, 


tears were pious, but where are the actions? O 
Vol. II. Z 2 Feaſh ! 
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Foaſh ! if thꝭ prophet were thy father, where waz 
thy filial obedience ? he cried down thy calves, thou 
upheldſt them; he counſelled thee to good, thoy 
didſt evil in the ſight of the Lord. 

If the prophet was the chariot and horſemen of 
Iſrael, why didſt thou fight againſt his holy doctrine? 
if thou weepedlt for his loſs, why didſt thou not weep 
for thoſe fins of thine that procured it. 

Had thine hand anſwered thy tongue, ae had 
been happy in Eliſba, Eliſha had been happy in J, 
del arid thee. Words are no good trial of profeſſion: 
the worſt men may ſpeak well. Actions have only 
the power to deſcry hypocrites. 

Yet even a Jea/h, thus complying, ſhall not go 3. 
way unbleſſed. This outward kindneſs ſhall receive 
an outward retribution. Theſe few drops of warm 
water, {hed upon the face of a prophet, ſhall not 


| loſe their reward, The ſpirit of prophecy: for- 


fakes not the death-bed of FEl/ha :. he calls for 
bow and arrows, and puts them into the hand 
of 'Joaſh, and, putting his hands upon the king's 
hand, he bids to ſhoot eaſtward, and while the 
ſhaft flies, and lights, he ſays, The arrow of the 
Lord's deliverance from Sy ria; for thou ſhalt ſmite 
the Syrians in Aphek, fill thou have conſumed 
them. If the weak and withered hand of the 
prophet had not been upon the youthful and vi- 
gorous hand of the king, this bow had been drawn 
in vain : the {trength was from the hand of the king, the 
bleſſing from the hand of the prophet, He, whole 
real parable hath made the earth to be Syria, the 
arrow revenge, the archer Joa/h, hath obtained 
for his laſt boon from God to 7/;ae!, that this arch- 
er ſhall ſhoot this arrow of revenge into the heat 
of Syria, and wound it to death. When then the 
hand of the king, and of the prophet, draw together, 
There cannot chuſe but ſucceſs muſt follow. 1 
ov 
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| 3 readily doth Eliſa now make good the words 

7eaſh how truly is he the chariots and horſemen 
4 {frael / Iſrael had not fought without him, much 
leſs had been victorious; if theirs be the endeavour, 
the ſucceſs is his. Even the dying prophet puts life 
and ſpeed into the forces of //rael ; and, while he is 
digging his own grave, is failing trophies to God's 
peqple. 

He had received kindneſs from the Syrians; a- 
mongſt them was he harboured in the — "g and from 
ſome of their nobles was preſented with rich gifts : 
but their enmity to {/rael drowns all his private re- 
ſpects; he cannot bur profeſs hoſtiliry to the public 
enemies of the church, neither can he content him- 
ſelf with a ſingle prediction of their ruia. He bids 
Jeaſh to take the arrows, and ſmite upon the ground; 
he ſets no number of thoſe ſtrokes, as ſuppoſing the 
frequence of thoſe blows, which 7a might well, 
upon this former parabolical act, underſtand to be ſig- 
nificant. The flack hand of the king ſmites but 
thrice. So apt we are to be wanting to ourſelves ; 
ſo coldly do we execute the commands of God. The 
lick prophet is not more grieyed, than angry at this 
dull negligence. Doubtleſs, God had revealed to him, 
for his laſt gratification, that, upon his fervent pray- 
ers, ſo often as Foa/b ſhould roluntarily, : after his ge- 
neral charge, ſmite the earth, fo oft ſhould 7/-aet 
imite Syria. Eliſta's zeal doth not Janguith with 
bis body; with a fatherly authority he chides him 
who had ſtyled him father, not fearing to ſpend ſome 
of his laſt wind in a mild reproof. Thou feu 
bare ſmitten five or ſix times, then thou hadſt ſinit- 
ten Syria till thou hadft conſumed it ; whereas Now 
thou ſhalt ſamite Syria but thrice. Not that the un- 
changeable decree of the Almighty meant to ſuſpend 
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itſelf upon the uncertain iſſue of bs will; but 
he, that. puts this word into the' mouth of his prophet, 
puts this motion into the hand of the king, which 
did not more willingly ſtay, than neceſſarily obey 
the providence whereby it was ſtirred. Even while 
we have the fragt choice, we fall upon thoſe actions 
and circumſtances, whereby the juſt and holy will of 
our God is brought about. Our very neglects, our 
ignorances, ſhall fulfil his eternal counſels. 

Eiha dies and is buried; his miracles do not ceaſe 
with his life. Who can marvel, that his living pray- 
ers raiſed the ſon of the Shunamite, when his dead 
bones raiſe the carcaſe that touched them. God will 
be free in his works; he that muſt die himſelf, yet 
ſhall revive another: the ſame power might have 
continued life to him, that gave it by his bones. / 
' rael ſhall well ſee that he lives, by whole virtue 
Eli/ha was both in life and death miraculous. While 
the prophet was alive, the impetration might ſeem to 
be his, though the power were God's. Now, that 
he is dead, the bones can challenge nothing, but 
ſend the wandering [/-ae/ites to that Almighty agent, 
to whom it is all one to work by the quick or dead. 
Were not the men of //-ae/ more dead than the car- 
caſe thus buried; how could they chuſe but fee, in 
this ruined corpſe, an emblem of their own conditi- 
on ? how could they chuſe but think, If we adhere 
to the God of Eliſba, he ſhall raiſe our decayed eſtates, 
and reſtore our nation to the former glory? 

The Sadducees had as yet no being in 1/rael. With 
what face could that hereſy ever after look into the 
world, when, before the birth of it, it was ſo pal- 
pably convinced, with an example of the reſurrec- 
tion? Intermiffion of time, and degrees of corrupti- 
on, add nothing to the impoſſibility of our riſing. 
The body that is once cold in death, hath no more 
aptitude to a reanimation, . than that which is ar 
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gered into duſt; only the divine power of the Maker 
muſt reſtore either, can reſtore both. When we are 
lead, and buried in the grave of our fin, it is only 
he touch of God's prophets, applying unto us the 
death and reſurrection of the Son of God, that can put 
new life into us. No leſs true, though ſpiritual, is 
the miracle of our riſing up from an eſtate of inward 
corruption, to 4 life of grace. _ | 

Yet all this prevails not with {/rael. No bones of 
Eljha could raiſe them from their wicked idolatry ; 
and, notwithilanding their groſs fins, Foa/þ their king 
proſpers. Whether it were for the ſake of Jebu, 
whoſe grand-child he was, or for the ſake of Eljba, 
whoſe face he wept upon, his hand is notably ſucceſs- 
ful, not only againſt the ſon of Hazael king of Syria, 
whom he beats out of the cities of 1/ael, but againſt 
Amaziah king of Judah, whom he took priſoner, 
beating down the very walls of Jeruſalem, and re- 
turning laden with the facred and rich ſpoil, both of 
the temple and court, to his Samara, 

O the depth of the divine juſtice and wiſdom, in 
theſe outward - adminiſtrations! The beſt cauſe, the 
beſt man, doth not ever fare beſt. Amaziah did that 
which was right in the fight of the Lord, abi evil; 
Amaziah follows David, though not with equal paces, 
Joaſh follows Feroboam ; yet is Amaziah ſhamefully 
toiled by ahb. Whether God yet meant to viſit, 
upon this king of Judah, the {till odious unthank- 
fulneſs of his father Jehozada, or to plague Judah 
tor their ſhare in the blood of Zechariah, and their 
lare reyolt to idolatry; or, whether Amaziah's too 
much confidence in his own ftrength, which moved 
his bold challenge ro Joa/b, were thought fit to be 
Ihus taken down; or whatever other fecret ground 
of God's judgment there might be, it is nor for 
our preftumption to inquire. Whoſo by the event 
all judge of love or hatred, ſhall be ſure to run up- 

on 
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on that wo, which belongs to them that call good ers 


evil, and evil good. ſtant 

What a ſavage piece of juſtice it is, to put the Ml bene 
right, whether of inheritance or honour, to the de. 10 
ciſion of the ſword, when it is no news for the ber o tl 
ter to miſcarry by the hand of the wore? hard] 


The race is not to the ſwift, the battle is not to the Ml belm 
ſtrong, no, not to the good. Perhaps, God will cor. WM © 
rect his own by a foil; perhaps, he will plague hi 
enemy by a victory. They are only our ſpiritua 
combats wherein our faithful 2 is ſure of 2 
crown. 


Co NT EM. vi. UZ z AH leprous, 


E the throne of David paſſed. many changes 
of good and evil. Good Fehoſaphat was tol- 
lowed with three ſucceſſions of wicked princes, and 
thoſe three were again ſucceeded with three others 
godly and virtuous. Amagiah for a long time ſhone 
fair, but, at the laſt, ſhut up in a cloud : the gods of 
the Edomites marred him. fis Tebellion againſt God 
ſtirred up his people's rebellion aginſt him. The 
ſame hands that flew him, crowned his fon Uzziab; 
ſo as the young king might imagine, it was not their 
ſpite that drew violence upon his father, but his own 
wickedneſs. Both early did this prince reign and 
late: he began at fixteen, and fat fifty-two years in 
the throne of Judah. They, that mutinied in the de- 
clining age of Amaziah the father, are obſcquious to 
the childhood of the ſon, as if they profeſſed to 2vore 
ſovereignty, while rhey hated lewdneſs. The uf. 
changed government of good princes is the happinels 
no leſs of the ſubje&s, than of themſelves. The hand 
knows beſt to guide thoſe reins to which it hath 
been inured; and cven mean hackneys go on cheer- 


fully in their wonted road. Cullom, : as it 1 
evil: 
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ers more ſupportable, ſo, where it meets with con- 
tant minds, makes good things more pleaſing and 
beneficial. 

The wiſe and holy Zechariah was an happy tutor 
to the minority of king Uzz:ah. That veſſel can 
hardly miſcarry where a ſkilful ſteerſman fits at the 
helm. The firſt praiſe of a good prince is to be judi- 
cous and juſt, and pious in himſelf: the next is, to 
give ear and way to them that are ſuch. While Ze- 
chariah hath the viſions of God, and Uzziah takes 
the counſels of Zechariah, it is hard to ſay, whether 
the prophet, or the king, or the ſtate, be happier. 

God will be in no man's debt. So long as Uz2:ah 
ſought the Lord, God made him to proſper. Even 
what we do out of duty, cannot want a reward. 
Godlineſs never diſappointed any man's hopes, oft 
hath exceeded them. If Uz2:aþ fight againſt the 
Phlſtines, if againſt the Arabians, and Mehunims (ac- 
cording to his names) the ſtrength, the help of the 
Almighty is with him. The Ammonites come in with 
preſents, and all the neighbour nations ring of the 
greatneſs, of the happineſs of Uz2:2h : his bounty 
ad care makes Feru/a/em both ſtrong and proud of 
her new towers; yea, the very deſert muſt taſte of 
lis munificence. ; 

The outward munificence of princes cannot ſtand 
icm, unleſs it be built upon the foundations of provi- 
lence and frugality. Uzz:ah had not been ſo great 
a king, if he had not been ſo great an huſband ; he 
bad his locks in the deſerts, and his herds in the 
plains ; his ploughs in the fields, his vine-dreſſers up- 
on the mountains, and in Carmel: neither was this 
more out of profit, than delight, for he loved huſ- 
bandry. Who can contemn thoſe callings, for mean- 
neſs, which have been the pleaſures of princes ? 
Hence was U22z1ah fo potent at home, ſo dread- 
Wl to his neighbours. His wars had better finews 

than 
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than theirs. Which of his predeceſſors was able t9 c 
maintain fo ſettled an army, of more than three hun- \ 
dred and ten thouſand trained ſoldiers, well furniſh. 
ed, well fitted for the ſuddeneſt occaſions ? Thrift j; 
the ſtrongeſt prop of power. 11 

The greatneſs of LDæziab, and the rare devices of 10 
his artificial engines for war, have not more raiſed ſhi 
his fame, than his heart: ſo is he ſwollen up with 
the admiration of his own ſtrength and glory, that fa 
he breaks again. How caſy it is for the belt man to 


dote upon himſelf, and to be lifted up ſo high, as 10 FX 
loſe the ſight both of the ground whence he riſes, and WM ge. 
of the hand that advanced him! How hard it is for = 


him that hath-/invented ſtrange engines for the batter. 
ing his enemies, to find out any means to beat down 15 
his own proud thoughts! Wiſe Sglomon knew what 
he did, when he prayed to be delivered from 100 1, 
much, Left, ſaid he, I be full and deny thee, ard ab 
fay, Who is the Lord? Upon this rock did the ſon WM bie 
of Solomon run and ſplit himfelf. His full fails of an) 


proſperity carried him into preſumption and ruin, WF de 
What may he not do, what may he not be? Be. on! 
cauſe he found his power otherwiſe unlimited, o- and 


ver-ruling in the court, the cities, the fields, the de- pro 
ſerts, the armies and magazines, therefore he thinks 
he may do ſo in the temple roo. As things royal, 
civil, husbandry, military, paſſed his hands; ſo why 
ſhould nor, thinks he, ſacred alſo? It is a danger- 
ous indiſcretion for a man not to know the bounds of h 
own calling. What confuſion doth not follow upon 
this breaking of the ranks ? 

Upon a ſolemn day, king Uz2iah clothes himfil 
in pontifical robes, and, in the view of that populo 
aſſembly, walks vp in ſtate into the temple of God, 
and, boldly approaching to rne altar of incenſe, ol. 
fers to burn ſweet odours upon it to the Cod of het 


ven. Azartah the prieſt is ſenſible of ſo perion 
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an incroachment, he therefore, attended with four- 
ſcore valiant athitants of that holy tribe, haſtens after 
the king, and finding him with the cenſer in his hand, 
ready addrefled to that ſinful devotion, ſtays him with 
a free and grave expoſtulation. There is no place 
wherein I could be ſorry to Tee thee, O king, but 
this where thou art; neither is there any act that we 
ſhould grudge thee ſo much, as this which is the moſt 
facred. Is it poſſible that ſo great an overſight ſhould 
fall into ſuch wiſdom ? can a religious prince, trained 
up under an holy Zechariah, after ſo many years 
zealous profeſſion of piexy, be either ignorant, or 
regardleſs of thoſe limits, which God hath ſet to his 
own ſervices ? gl 
O what means this uncouth attempt! Conſider, O 
dear ſovereign, for God's fake, for thy ſoul's ſake, 7 
conſider where thou art, what thou doſt : it is God's ' "i 


- —Y 


houſe wherein thou ſtand'ſt, not thine own. Look | 
about thee, and. ſee, whether theſe vails, theſe ta- | 
bles, theſe pillars, theſe walls, theſe pavements, have \ | 


any reſemblance of earth. There is no place in all 
the world, whence thy God hath excluded thee, but 
only this; this he hath reſerved for his own uſe: 
and canſt rhou think much to allow one room as 
proper to him, who hath not grudged all the reſt to 
thee? But if it be thy zeal of a perſonal ſervice to 
God, that hath carried thee thither, alas! how canſt, 
thou hope to pleaſe the Almighty with a forbidden 
acrifice? which of thine holy progenitors ever da- | 
red to tread where thy foot now ſtandeth? which | 
of them ever put forth their hand to touch this ſa- j 
cred altar? Thou knoweſt that God hath ſet apart, 
and ſanctified his own attendants. Wherefore ſerves 
the prieſthood, if this be the right of kings? Were it 
not for the ſtrict prohibition of our God, it could 
ſeem no other than an honour to our profeſſion, that 
a king ſhould think to dignify himſelf by our em- 
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ployment. But now, knowing the ſevere charge of 
the great King of heaven, we cannot but tremble to 
ſee that cenſer in thine hand: who ever, out of the 
holy tribe, hath wielded it unrevenged? this affront 
is not to us, it is to the God whom we ſerve. In awe 
of that terrible Majeſty, as thou wouldſt avoid ſome 
exemplary judgment, O king, withdraw thyſelf, not 
without humble deprecations, from this preſence, and 
lay down that interdicted handful, with fear and 
trembling. Be thou ever a king, let us be prieſts; 
the ſceptre is thine, let cenſers be ours. 


What religious heart could do other, than relent at 


fo faithful and juſt an admonition ? but how hard is it 
for great perſons to yield they have offended ? Legi. 
ah maſt not be faulty; what is done raſhly, ſhall e 
born out with power; he was wroth, and thus ex- 
prefſeth it, What means this ſaucy expoſtulation, 
O ye ſons of Lew! how dare ye thus malaperily 
control the well- meant actions of your ſovereign? if 
ye be prieſts, remember that ye are ſubjects; or if 
ye will needs forget it, how eaſy is it for this hand 
to awake your memory? what ſuch offence can it be 
for me to come into that houſe, and to touch that al- 
tar, which my royal progenitors have made, beauti- 
fied, conſecrated? is the God of this place only 
yours? why do ye thus ambitioully engroſs religion! 
if princes have not intermeddled with theſe holy af 
fairs, it was becauſe they would not, not becauſe they 
might not. When thofe laws were made for the 
fanctuary, there were no kings to grace theſe divine 
ceremonies; yet, even then, Moſes was privileged. 
The perſons of princes, if ye know not, are no lels 
!acred than your own. It is your preſumption to ac- 
count the Lord's anointed profane. Conteſt with 
thoſe, whoſe dry and unhallowed heads are ſubject 
to your power; for me, I will not aſk your leave to 


be devout. Look ye to your own cenſers, preſume 
no! 
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not to meddle with mine: in the mean time, can ye 
think this inſolence of yours ſhall eſcape unrevenged? 
Can it ſtand with the honour of my ſovereignty, to 
be thus proudly checked by ſubjects? God do / 
ts me and more alſo, if—While Uzz1ah yet ſpeaks, 
God ſtrikes: ere the words of fury can come forth of 
his mouth, the leproſy appears in his forchead. Le- 
proſy was a moſt loathſome diſeaſe: the forchead is 
the molt conſpicuous part. Had this ſhameful! ſcurf 
broken forth upon his hand, or foot, or breaſt, it 
might have been hid from the eyes of men; now the 
forehead is ſmitten with this judgment, that God may 
proclaim to all beholders, Thus ſhall it be done to 
the man, whoſe arrogance hath thruſt him upon a 
ſacred charge. Public offences muſt have open 
ſhame. 

It is a dangerous thing to put ourſelves into the 
affairs, into the preſence of God, unwarranted. There 
cannot be a more fooliſh miiprifion, than, becauſe 
we are great on earth, to think we may be bold with 


Heaven, When God's meſſengers cannot prevail by 


counſels, entreaties, threats, it is time for God to 
ſhew his immediate judgments. Wilful offenders can 
expect nothing but a feartul revenge. 

Now begins Uzziah to be confounded in him- 
ſelf; and ſhame ſtrives with leproſy, for a place in 
his forehead : the hand of God hath done that in an 
inſtant, which all the rongues of men had attempted 
in vain. There needs no further ſolicitor of his egreſs; 
the ſenſe of his plague ſends him forth alone. And 
now he thinks, Wretched man that I am, how haye 
| angered God, and undone myſelf! I would needs 
come 1n like a prieſt, and; now go forth a leper; the 
pride of my heart made me think myſelf worthy the 
preſence of a God; God's juſt diſpleaſure hath now 
made me unworthy of the prefence of men; while I 


alfected the altar, I have loſt my throne ; while I 
A Aa a2 {corn- 
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ſcornſully rejected the advice and cenſures of Gods ( 
miniſters, I am now become a ſpectacle of horror 
and deformity to my own ſervants ;-1, that would be 

| ſending up perfumes to heaven, have made my naſti. 
neſs hateful to my own ſenſes. What do I under this 
ſacred roof! neither is God's houſe now for me, nor 
mine own: what cell, what d ngeon is cloſe cnouph | 
for me, wherein to wear out A: reſidue of mine un- 
happy and uncomfortable days! O God, thou art jut, 
and I am miſerable ! 

Thus, with a dejected countenance, and fad heart, 
doth Uz2:ah haſten to retire himſelf ; and wiſhes chat 
he could be no leſs hid from himſelf, than from others, 

| How eaſy is it for the God of heaven to bring down 
the higheſt pitch of earthly greatneſs, and to, humble 
the ſtubborneſt pride! 

- Upon the leiſure of ſecond thoughts, U221ah can- 
not bu: acknowledge much favour in this correction, 

and confeſs to have eſcaped well; others he knew 
had, been ſtruck dead, or ſwallowed up quick, for ſo 
preſumptuous an intruſiou. It is happy for him, if 
his forehead may excuſe his ſoul. 

Uzziah ceaſed not to be a king, when he began to 
be a leper ; the diſeaſe of his forehead did not remove 
his crown: his ſon Jotham reigned for him, under 
him; and while he was not ſeen, yet he was obeyed. 
The character of ſovereignty is indelible, whether 
by bodily infirmity, or by ſpiritual cenſure. Neither 
is it otherways, O God, betwixt thee and us; if we 
b- once a royal generation unto thee, our leproſies 

may deform us, they ſhall not dethrone us; ſtill ſhall 
we haye the right, {till the poſſeſſion of that glorious. 
kingdom, wherein we are inyeſted from eternity. 
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CoN TEM. VI, AHAZ with his new altar. 


* lg ER many unhappy changes of the two thrones, 

Aha ſucceeds Fotham in the kingdom of Ju- 
{ah : an ill ſon of a good father; not more the heir 
of David's ſeat, than of Feroboam's fin. Though / 
fue play the harlot, yet who can abide that Fudah 
ſhould tin! It is hard not to be infected with a conta- 
gious neighbourhood : whoever read, that the king- 
dom of //rae/ was ſeaſoned with the vicinity of the 
true religion of Judah? Goodneſs, ſuch our nature 
b, is not ſo apt to ſpread. A tainted air doth more 
eaſily affect a ſound body, than a wholeſome air can 
dear the ſick. Superſtition hath ever been more ſuc- 
ceſsful than truth; the young years of Ahaz are ſoon 
milled to a plauſible miſde votion. 


A man that is once fallen from truth, knows not 
where he ſhall ſtay. From the calves of Feroboam 


Is Aha drawn to the gods of the Heathen ; yea, now 
bulls and goats are too little for thoſe new deities ; his 
own fleſh and blood is but dear enough; He made his 
ſen to paſs through their fire. Where do we find any 
religious [/raelite thus zealous for God? Neither 
doth the holineſs and mercy of our God require fo 
cruel a ſacrifice; neither is our dull and niggardly 
band ready to gratify him with more eaſy obediences, 
0 God, how gladly ſhould we offer unto thee our 
fouls and bodies, which we may enjoy ſo much the 
more, when they are thine; ſince, zealous Pagans 
"iO not to loſe their own fleſh and blood in an idols 

e! 

He, that hath thus ſhamefully caſt off the God of 
lis fathers, cannot be long without a fearful revenge. 
The king of 1/7ael galls him. on the one fide, the king 
of $y7ia on the other. To avoid the ſhock of both, 


{haz doth not betake himſelf to the God whom he had 


oltended, who was able to make his enemies at peace 
"6" with 
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with him, but to Tiglath-pileſer king of Aſbur ; him 
doth he woo with ſuits, with gifts, and robs God of 
thoſe preſents, which may endear ſo ſtrong an helper, 
He, that thought not his ſon too dear for an idol, 
thinks not God's filver and gold too dear for an id. 
latrous abettor. 

O the infinite patience of the Almighty ! God give 
ſucceſs a while to ſo offenſive a rivality. This 4%. 
rian king prevails againſt the king of Syria, kills him, 


and takes his chief city Damaſcus. The quarrel of 


the king of Juda hath enlarged the territories of hi 
aſſiſtant beyond hope; and now, while this Aria 
victor is enjoying the poſſeſſion of his new-won Da. 


maſcus, Aha goes up thither to meet him, to congra- | 


tulate rhe victory, to add unto thoſe triumphs, which 
were drawn on by his ſolicitation. There he ſees 3 
new-faſhioned altar, that pleaſes his eye; that old 
form of Solomon's, which was made by the pattern 
ſhowed to Moſes in the mount, is now grown {tale 
and deſpicable; a model of this more exquiſite frame 
is ſent to Ur1jah the prieſt, and muſt be ſampled in 
Feruſalem. | | 

It is a dangerous preſumption to make innovations, 
if but in the circumſtances of God's worſhip. Thoſe 
human additions, which would ſeem, to grace the in- 
ſtitution of God, deprave it that infinite Wiſdom 
knows beſt what will pleaſe itſelf, and preſcribes ac- 
cordingly. The foolihnefs of God is wiſer than the 
wiſdom of men. Idolatry and falſhood are commonly 
more gaudy and plauſible than truth. That heart, 
which can, for the outward homelineſs, deſpiſe the 


_ ordinances of God, is already aliened from true re- 


ligion, and lies open to the grofleſt ſuperſtition. 
Never any prince was ſo foully idolatrous, as that 
be wanted a prieſt to ſecond him. An Uriah is fit 


to humour an Ahaz. Greatneſs could never oy 
man 
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nand any thing, which ſome ſervile wits were not 
rady both to applaud and juſtify. | 

Ere the king can be returned from Damaſcus, the 
Mar is finiſhed. It were happy, if true godlinefs 
ould be ſo forward in the proſecutions of good. Nei- 
her is this ſtrange pile reared only, but thruſt up be- 
mixt God's altar and the temple, in an apparent pre- 
edency, as if he had faid, Let the God of Judah 
come behind the deities of Syria. 

And now, to make up the full meaſure of his im- 
ſiety, this idolatrous king will himſelf be ſacrificing 
won his new altar, to his new gods, the gods of Da- 
noſcus. An uſurped prieſthood well becomes a falſe 
deity ; Becauſe, ſaith he, the gods of the kings of Sy- 
ra belp them, therefore will I ſacrifice to them, that 
they may help me. 

0 blind ſuperſtition! How did the gods of Syria 
kelp their kings, when both thoſe kings and their 
rods were vanquiſhed, and taken by the king of 4½ 
ria? Even this Damaſcus and this altar were the 
ſpoil of a foreign enemy; how then did the gods of 
Hria help their kings, any other than to their ruin? 
What dotage is this to make choice of a foiled pro- 
tetion? But had the Syrians proſpered, mult their 
rods have the thanks? Are there no authors of good 
but blocks or devils? or is an outward proſperity the 
mly argument of truth, the only motive of devotion ? 
0 tooliſh Ahaz/ it is the God thou haſt forſaken that 
pagues thee, under whoſe only arm thou mightſt have 
prevaited, His power beats thoſe Pagan ſtocks one 
wunlt another, ſo as, one while, one ſeems victorious, 
mother vanquiſhed ; and at laſt he counfounds both, 
ogerher with their proudeſt clients. Thyſelf ſhall be 
lie beſt inſtance. 

Of all the kings of Judah hitherto, there is none ſo 
ireadful an example, either of ſin or judgment, as 
ws ſon of good Fotham. I abhor to think, that ſuck 


a mon- 
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a monſter ſhould deſcend from the loins of David; 
where ſhould be the period of this wickedneſs? He 
began with the high places, thence he deſcends tg 
the calves of Dan and Bethel; from thence he fall 
to a Syrian altar, to the Syrian god; then, from x 
partnerſhip, he falls to an utter excluſion of the true 
God, and blocking up his temple, and then to the fa. 
crifice of his own ſon; and at laſt, as if hell were 
broken looſe upon God's inheritance, every ſeveral 
city, every high place of Judah hath a new God. No 
marvel, if he be branded by the Spirit of God, with, 
This is that king Ahaz. | 

What a fearful plague did this noiſome deluge of 
fin leave behind it in the land of Fudah? Who can 
expreſs the horror of God's revenge upon a people 
that ſhould have been his? Petab the king of Iſcael 
flew an hundred and twenty thouſand of them in one 
day, amongſt whom was Maaſerah the fon of Aha:, 
O juſt judgment of the Almighty! Aha ſheds the 
blood of one ſon to an idol: the true God ſheds the 
blood of another of his ſons in revenge. 

Yet the hand of the Lord is ſtretched out ſtill, 

Two hundred thoufand of them were carried away, 
by the //-aelites, captive to Samaria. , 

The Edomites came, and carried away another 
part of them for bond-ſlaves to their country. 

The Philitines came up and ſhared the cities of 


the ſouth of Fudah, and the villages thereof: ſhort- 


ly, what other vis miſerable Judah, than the prey 
and ſpoil of all the neighbouring nations? Fur te 
Lord brought Judah low becauſe of Ifrael, for be 
made Judah naked, and tranſgreſſed fore againſt the 
Lord. As for the great king of A/hux, wow 
Ahaz purchaſed with the ſacrilegious pillage of the 
houſe of God, inſtead of an aid, he proves a burden: 
however he ſped in his firſt onſets, now, he di 


- fireſſed Judah, but ſtrengthened it not. The charge 


We 


[ 
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dus as great, as the benefit ſmall; ſooner ſhall he eat 
them out, than reſcue them. No arm of fleſh can 
ſhelter Ahaz from a vengeance. | 

Be wiſe, O ye kings; be inſtructed, O ye judges 
of the earth : ſerve the Lord with fear, and rejoice 
with trembling. Riß the fon, leſt he be angry, and 
y periſh from the way, when his wrath is kindle 
but u little. | 

His ſubjects complain, that he died ſo late; and, as 

ting that he ever was, deny him a room in the 

ſepulchres of kings; as if they had faid, rhe common 
earth of Jeruſalem is too good for him that degene- 
nted from his progenitors, ſpoiled his kingdom, de- 
prived his people, forſook his God. 


Con TEM. viit. The utter deſtruction of the 
kingdom of ISRAEL. 


pan was at a fore heave; yet 1/rae! hall miſ- 
carry before it; ſuch are the ſins of both, that 
they ſtrive whether ſhall fall firſt : but this lot muſt 
light upon the Ten tribes. Though the late king of 
Judah were perſonally worſe than the moſt of Fero- 
trams ſucceſſors, yet the people were generally leſs 
evil, upon whom the encroachments of idolatry were 
more by obtruſion, than by conſent ; beſides, that the 
thrones of Judah had 'fome interchanges of good prin- 
tes, [/rael none at all. The fame juſtice therefore 
that made 1/rael a ſcourge to Fudah, made Afyria a 
ſcorpion to Mael. Nets | 

It was the quarrel of Judab, that firſt engaged 
the king of A/bur in this war againlt HVael: now he 
8 not fo eaſily fetcht off. So we have ſeen ſome ea- 
ger maſtiff, that hath been ſet on by the leaſt clap of 
the hand, but could not be looſened by the force of 


ſtaves. 
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Salmaneſer king of Aſſyria comes up againſt E. 


ea king of Iſrael, and ſubdues him, and puts hin 


to his tribute. This yoke was uncouth and unple. 
ſing : the vanquiſhed prince was neither able to re. 
ſiſt, nor willing to yield: ſecretly therefore he 


treats with the king of Egypt for aſſiſtance, as deſiring 
rather to hazard his liberty by the hand of an equa, 


than to enjoy a quiet ſubjection under the hand of an o- 
ver-ruling power. We cannot blame princes-+9 be jea. 
lous of their ſoyereignties : the detaining of his yearly 
tribute, and the whiſperings with new confederate, 
have drawn up the king of A/bur to perfect his ow 
victories. He returns therefore with a ſtrong power, 
and, after three years ſiege, takes Samaria, impriſons 
Hoſhea, and, in the exchange of a wotul captivity, he 
peoples ſrael with Afyrians, and AHria with 1ſrath 
tes. Now that abuſed ſoil hath, upon a ſurfeit of 


wickedneſs, caſt out her perfidious owners, and 


will try how it can fare with heatheniſh ſtrangers 
Now, the 4/yrian gallants triumph in the palaces df 
Samaria and Fezreel, while the peers and captains of 
Iſtael are driven manacled through the Aſſyrian 
ſtreets, and billeted to the ſeveral places of a per- 
petual ſervitude. Shortly o. the flouriſhing king- 
dom of the Ten tribes is come to a final and ſhameful 
end, and ſo vaniſhed in this laſt diſſipation, that, 
{ſince that day, no man could ever fay, this was 
Ifrael. 

O terrible example of vengeance, upon that pecu- 
liar people, whom God hath choſen for himſelf out of 
all the world! All the world were witneſſes of the 
favours of their miraculous deliverances and protect- 
ons; all the world ſhall be witneſſes of their juſt con- 
fuſion. 

It is not in the power of light errors to ſet off that 
infinite mercy. What was it, O God, what was it 
that cauſed thee to caſt off thine own N 

what 
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what but the ſame that made thee to caſt the angels 
out of heaven, even their rebellious fins! Thoſe fins 
dared to emulate the greatneſs of thy mercies, no leſs 
than they forced the ſeverity of thy judgments 
They left all the commandments of the Lord their 
God; and made them molten images, even tuo 
alben; and made a grove, and worſhipped all the 
hoſt of heaven, and ſerved Baal, and cauſed ther 


fins and daughters to paſs through the fire, and 


uſed dromation and enchantments, and fold themſelves 
to. do evil in the fight of the Lord to provoke him to 
anger. | 

Neither were theſe flips of frailty, or ignorant miſ- 
takings, but wilful crimes, obſtinate impieties, in 
ſpite of the doctrines, reproofs, menaces, miraculous 
convictions of the holy prophets, which God ſent a- 
nongſt them. Thy deſtruction is of thyſelf, O 1/rael / 
What could the juſt hand of the Almighty do leſs than 
conſume a nation ſo incorrigibly flagitious? a nation 
ſo unthankful for mercies, fo impatient of remedies, 
ſo incapable of repentance ; ſo obliged, fo warned, 
o ſhamelefsly, ſo lawleſsly wicked? 

What nation under heaven can now challenge an 
indefeaſible intereſt in God, when 1/rael itſelf, is caſt 
oft? what church in the world can thow ſuch dear 
love-tokens from the Almighty, as this now abhor- 
red and adulterous ſpouſe ? He, that. ſpared not the 
natural olive, ſhall he {pare the wild? Ir is not for 


us ſumers of the Gentiles to be high-minded, but aw- 


ful. | ; 
The Iſraelites are carried captive to Aria. 
Theſe goodly cities of the Ten tribes, may not ly waſte 
ad unpeopled: the wiſdom of the victor finds it fit 
o tranſplant his own colonies thither, that ſo he 
may raiſe profit thence, with ſecurity. From Baby- 
ln therefore, and Cuthab, and Ava, and Hamath, 
and Sepharvaim, doth he fend of, his own ſubjects, to 
Dd 23”, poſſeſs 
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poſſeſs and inhabit the cities of Samariz. The land 
doth not bruik her new tenants: They feared 
not the Lord; how ſhould they? they knew him 
not. Therefore the Lord ſent lions amonſt them, 
which flew ſome of them. Not the verieſt Pagan can 
be excuſed for his ignorance of God: even the de. 
pravedeſt nature might teach us to tremble at a Deity, 
It is juſt with the Almighty not to put up with ne- 
gle&, where he hath beſtowed reaſon. | 
The brute creatures are ſent to revenge the quar- 
rel of their Maker, upon worſe beafts than them- 
ſelves. Still hath God left himſelf champions in [rag : 
lions tear the Afyrians in pieces, and put them in 
mind, that, had it not been for wickednefs, that land 
needed not to have changed maſters. The great 
Lord of the world cannot want means to plague of- 
fenders: if the men be gone, yet the beaſts are 
there; and if the beaſts had been gone, yet, fo long 
as thzre were ſtones in the walls, in the quarries 
God would be ſure of avengers. There is no ſecu- 
rity but in being at peace with God. 

The king of A{yria is ſued to for remedy, Even 
theſe Pagans have learned to know that theſe lions 
were ſent from a God; that this puniſhment is for 
fin: They know not the manner of the God of 
the land, therefore he hath ſent lions among 
them. "Theſe blind Heathens, that think every 
land hath a ſeveral god, yet hold that god worthy 
of his own worſhip; yet hold, that - worſhip muſt be 
grounded upon knowledge, the want of that know- 
ledge puniſhable, the puniſhment of that want juſt 
and divine, How much - worſe than Aſhyrians are 
they that are ready to aſcribe all calamities to na- 
ture, to chance ? that, acknowledging but one God 
of all the world, ate yet careleſs to know him, to 
ſerve him? | 

One 
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One of the prieſts of Iſrael is appointed to be 
carried back to Samaria, to teach the Aſſyrian colo- 
oy the faſhions of the god of the land; not for devo» 
tion, but for impunity,” Vain politicians think to fa» 
tisfy God by patching up religions: any forms are 
good enough for an unknown deity. The Afyrian 
prieſts teach, and practiſe the worſhip of their own 


gods. The Iſraelitiſh- prieſt preſcribes the worſhip 
of the true God. The people will follow both; 


the one out of liking, the other out of fear. What 
2 prodigious mixture was here of religions? true 
with | falſe, Zewi/h with paganiſh, divine with devil- 
iſh; every diviſion of theſe traniplanted AHrians had 
their ſeveral deities, high places, facrilices; this high 
prieſt of 1/-ael intercommunes with every of them: fo 
that now theſe fathers of Samaritaniſin are in at all; 
They fear the Lord, and ſerve their idals. No 
beggar's cloak is more pieced than the religion of theſe 
new inhabitants of Hrael. I know not how their, bo- 
dies ſped for the lions; I am {ure their fouls fared 
the worſe for this medely. Above all things, God 
hates a mongrel devotion ; if we be not all Z/7ael, it 
were better to be all A ur: it canuot ſo tuch diſ- 
pleaſe God to be unknown or neglected, as to be con- 
ſorted with idols, | | 


ConTEM. IX. HEZEKIAH and SENACHERIB, 


JSRAEL is gone, Judah is left ſtanding; or ra- 

ther ſome few fprigs of thoſe two tribes : ſo we 
have ſeen, in the ſhredding of {ome large timber-tree, 
one or two boughs left at the top to hold up the ſap. 
Who can but lament the poor remainders of that lan- 
guiſhing kingdom of David / 

Take out of the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin 
one hundred and twenty thouſand, whom Petah the 
king of Ijrael flew in one day; take out two hundred 

thou- 
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thouſand that were carried away captive to Samaria , 
take out thoſe that were tranſported into the bondage 
of the Edomites, and thoſe that were ſubdued in the 
ſouth parts by the Phzli/tixes : alas, what an handfy] 
Was left to the king of Fudah ; ſcarce worth the name 
of a dominion ! yet, even now, out of the gleeds of 
Fudah, doth God raiſe up a glorious light to his for- 
Jorn church; yea, from the wrerched Joins of Ahaz, 
doth God fetch an holy Hezet:ah. It had been hard 
to conceive the ſtate of Judah worſe than it was; 
neither was it more miſerable than ſinful, and, in re- 
gard of both, deſperate; when, beyond hope, God 
revives this dying ſtock of David, and, out of very 
ruins, builds up his own houſe. Ahaz was not more 
the ill ſon of a good father, than he was the ill father 
of a good fon. He was the ill ſon of good Jothan, 
the ill father-of good Hezekiah ; good Hezetrah makes 
amends for his father's impiety, and puts a new life 
into the heartleſs remnant of God's people. 

The wiſdom of our_good God knows when his aid 
will be moſt ſeaſonable, moſt welcome, which he 
then loves to give, when he finds us left of all our 
hopes. That merciful] hand is reſerved for a dead 
lift; then, he fails us not. 

Now, ye might have ſeen this pious prince buſily 
beſtirring himſelf, in ſo late and needful a reformati- 
on, removing the high places, battering and burn- 
ing the idols, demoliſhing their temples, cutung 
down their groves, opening the temple, purging the 
altars and veſſels, ſanctifying the prieſts, rek indling 
the lamps, renewing the incenſe, reinſtituting the ſa- 
crifices, eſtabliſhing the order of God's ſervice, ap- 
pointing the courſes, ſettling the maintenance of the 
miniſters, publiſhing the decrees of the long negled- 
ed paſſover, celebrating it, and the other feaſts, with 
due ſolemnity, encouraging the people, contributing 
bountiſully to the offerings ; and, in one word, ſo 0r- 
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dering all the affairs of God, as if he had been ſent 


down from heaven to reſtore religion, as if David him- 
ſelf had been alive again in this bleſſed heir, not 
ſo much of his crown, as of his piety. O Ju- 
dah! bappy in thy Hezekiah ; O Hezekiah / happy 
in the gracious reſtoration of thy Judah. Abaz 
ſhall have no thank for ſuch a ſon : the God, that is 
able of the very ſtones to raiſe children to Abraham, 
raiſes a true ſeed of David, out of the corrupt loins of 
an idolater. That infinite mercy is not tied to the 
terms of an immediate propagation : for the ſpace of 
three hundred years, the man after God's own heart 
had no perfect heir till now. Till now did the high 
places ſtand : the devotions of the beſt princes of 
Judah were. blemiſhed with ſome weak omiſſions. 
Now, the zeal of good Hezekiah clears all thoſe de- 
fects, and works an entire change. 

How ſeaſonably hath the providence of God kept 
the beſt man for the worſt times! When God hath 
a great work to do, he knows to fit himſelf with in- 
ſtruments. 

No marvel, if the paganiſh idols go to wreck, when 
even the brazen ſerpent, that Mees had made by 
God's own appointment, is broken in pieces. The 
ljraehtes were ſtung with fiery ſerpents; this brazen 
ſerpent healed them, which they did no ſooner ſee 
than they recovered. Bur now, ſuch was the ve- 


nom of the 1/raehti/h idolatry, that this ſerpent of . 


braſs ſtung worſe than the fiery ; that which firſt 
cured by the eye, now by the eye poifoned the foul ; 
that which was at firſt the type of a Saviour, is now 
the deadly engine of the enemy: while it helped, 
it ſtood; it ſtood while it hurt not: but when once 
wicked abuſe. hath turned it into an idol, what was it 

but Nehu/htan 
The holineſs of the firſt inſtitution, cannot prixi- 
lege ought from the danger of a future profanation; 
nor, 


time he falls upon the encroaching Ph1il;/tines, and 
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nor, as the caſe may ſtand, from an utter abolitioh, 


What antiquity, what authority, what primary ſer. 
vice might this ſerpent have pleaded ? all that cannot 


| 
keep it out of the duſt. I hoſe things which are | 
' neceflary in their being, beneficial in their continu- 


ance, may ſtill remain when their abuſe is purged: WM ; 
but thoſe things whoſe uſe is but temporary, and whoſe Ml ; 
duration is needleſs and unprofitable, may ceaſe with W ; 
the occaſion, and much more periſh with an inſepa- 
rable abuſe. Hezetiah willingly forgets who made the Ml j 
ſerpent, when he ſees the /fraelites make it an idol, f 
It is no leſs intolerable for God to have a rival of his Wl ; 
own making. 

Since Hezekiah was thus, above all his anceſtors, M 1 
upright with the Lord, it is no marvel, if the Lod Ml , 
were with him, if he proſpered whitherſoever he WM j! 
went; the ſame God, that would have his juſtice WM f 
magnified in the confuſion of the wicked princes of ne 
Iſrael and Judah, would have his mercy no leſs ac. n 
knowledged, in the bleſſings of faithful Hegetiab. 1 

The great king of Aria had, in a fort, ſwallow- ye 
ed up both the kingdoms of Fudah and 1/rael, yet M mi. 
not with an equal cruelty; he made J//rael! captive, MW ha 
Judah, upon a willing compoſition, tributary. a. y; 
el is vaniſhed in a tranſportation; Fudah continues | 
under the homage wherein Ahaz left ir. Hezetia WM fy, 
had reigned bur ſix years, when he faw his neigh- mu 
bours of 7/7ae! packing into a miſerable captivity, MW Th 
and the proud Aſyr:ars lording in their cities; yet; fen 
even then, when he ſtood alone, in a corner of ju Ii ; 
dah, durſt Hezekiah draw his neck out of the yoke 
of the great and victorious monarch of Afſyria ; and, 
as if one enemy had not been enough, at the fame 


prevails. It is not to be aſked, what powers a mil 
can make, bur in what terms he ſtands with heavel. 
The unworthy father of Hezetiab had clogged uy 

wit 
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with this ſervile fealty to the Aſſyrian ; what the con- 
ditions of that ſubjection were, it is too late, and need- 
leſs for us to inquire. If this payment were limited 
to a period of time, the expiration acquitted him; if, 
upon covenants of aid, the ceſſation thereof acquitted 
him; if the reforming of religion, and baniſhment of 
idolatry, ran under the cenſure of rebellion, the quar- 
fel on Hezetiab's part was holy, on Senacherib's un- 
juſt: but if the reſtipulation were abſolute, and the 
withdrawing of this homage upon none but civil grounds, 
| cannot excuſe the good king from a juſt offence. 
It was an human frailty in an obliged prince, by force, 
to effect a free and independent ſovereignty. 

What, do we mince that fact, which holy Hegetiab 
himſelf cenſures? I have offended, return from me ; 
what thou putteſt on me will I bear. The comfort of 
berry may not be had with an unwarranted violence. 
Holineſs cannot free us from infirmity. It was a weak+ 
nels to do that act, which muſt be ſoon undone with 
much repentance, and more loſs; this revolt ſhall coſt 
Hezebiab, beſides much humiliation, three hundred 
yearly talents of ſilver, thirty talents of gold. How 
much better had it been for the cities of Judah to 
have purchaſed their peace with an eaſy tribute, than 
war with intolerable taxation? 

Fourteen years had good Hezetiah fed upon a 
ſweet peace, ſauced only with a ſer penſion ; now he 
muſt prepare his palate for the bitter morſels of war. 
The king of Aria is cone up againſt all the de- 
fenced cities of Judah, and hath taken them. He- 
terah is fain to buy him out with too many talents ; 
the poor kingdom of Judah is exhauſted with ſo deep 
a payment, in ſo much as the king is forced to bor- 
row of God himſelf, for Hezekiah gave him all the 
filver that was found in the houſe of the Lord; yea, 
at that time did Hezeklah cut off the gold from the 
dns of the temple of the Lord, and frem the pillars 

Yor, II. | CEC hich 
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which he had overlaid, and gave it to the king of Af. 
fyria, How hard was good Hezet:ah driven, ere he 
would be thus bold with his God! Surely if the mines 
or coffers of Judah could have yielded any ſupply, 
this ſhift had been hateful ; to fetch back for an ent- 
my that which he had given to his Maker. Only ne- 
ceſſity excuſes that from ſacrilege in the ſon, which 
will made ſacrilege in the father: that which is once 
devoted to a ſacred uſe, may not be called back to a 
profane. But he, whoſe the earth is, and the ful. 


neſs of it, is not ſo taken with our metals, that he 


ſnould more regard our gold than our welfare: his 
goodneſs cannot grudge any outward thing for the 
price of our peace. To rob God, out of covetouſ- 
neſs, or wantonneſs, or neglect, is juſtly damnable ; we 
cannot rob him out of our need; for then he gives us 
all we take, and bids us ranſom our lives, our liber- 
ries; the treaſures of God's houſe were precious, for 
his ſake, to whom they were conſecrated ; but more 
precious in the ſight of the Lord was the life of any 
one of his ſaints. 

Every true raelite was the ſpiritual houſe of God; 


. why . ſhould not the door of the material temple be 


willingly ſtripped, to ſave the whole frame of the ſpi- 
ritual temple? Take therefore, O Hezekrah, what 
thou haſt given; no gold is too holy to redeem thy 
vexation. It matters not ſo much how bare the doors 
of the temple be, in a c:ſe of neceſſity, as how well 
the inſides be furniſhed with ſincere devotion. O the 
cruel hard-heartedneſs of thoſe men, which will ra- 
ther ſuffer the living temples of God to be ruined, 
than they will ranſom their life with farthings. 

It could not be, but that the ſtore of needy Judab 
muſt ſoon be drawn dry with fo deep an exaction; that 
ſum cannot be ſent, becauſe it cannot be raiſed. The 
cruel. tyrant calls for his bricks, while he allows no 
ſtraw: his anger is kindled, becauſe Hezekiah's cot- 


fers 
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fers have a bottom ; with a mighty hoſt doth he come 
up againſt Jeruſalem, therefore ſhall that city be de- 
ſtroyed by him, becauſe by him it hath been impo- 
veriſhed ; the inhabitants mult be ſlaves, becauſe they 
are beggars. | | 

O lamentable, and, in fight, deſperate condition 
of diſtreſſed Jern/alem : wealth it had none; ſtrength 
it had but a little; all the country round about was 
ſubdued to the Afyrian ; that proud victor hath be- 

irt the walls of it with an innumerable army, ſcorn- 
ing that ſuch a ſhovel full of earth ſhould ſtand out 
but one day. Poor Jeru/alem ſtands alone, blocked 
up with a world of enemies, . helpleſs, friendleſs, com- 
fortleſs, looking for the worlt of an hoſtile fury, when 
Tartan and Rabſaris, and Rabſhateh, the great cap- 
rains of the Af/yr:1ans call to a parley ; Hezekiah ſends 
to them three of his prime officers, his if.eward, his 
ſecretary, his recorder. Lord, what inſolent blaſ- 
phemies doth that foul mouth of Rab/bateh belcli 
out againſt the living God, againſt his anointed ſer- 
vant! 

How plauſibly doth be difcourage the ſubjects of 
Hezetiah how proudly doth he inſult upon their 
impotency! how doth he brave them with baſe ofters 
of advantage; and, laſtly, how cunningly doth he fore- 
lay their confidence, which was only left them, in 
the Almighty, proteſting not to be come up thither 
without the Lord! The Lord faid to me, G9 up 
to this land, and deſtroy it. How fearful a word 
was this! the reſt were but vain cracks; this was a 
thunderbolt to ſtrike dead the heart of Hezetiah: it 
Rabſhateh could have been believed, Jeruſalem could 
not but have flown open; how could it think to ſtand 
out no leſs againſt God than men? Even thus doth 
the great enemy of mankind ; if he can diſhearten the 
ſoul from a dependence upon the God of mercies, 
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the day is his. Lewd miſcreants care not how they 
belie God, for their own purpoſes. 

Eliatim the ſteward of Hezek:ah well knew, how 
much the people muſt needs be aſlected with this per- 
nicious ſuggeſtion; and tain would, therefore, it not 


ſtop that wicked mouth, yet divert theſe blaſphemies 


into a foreign expreſſion. I wonder that any wiſe 


man ſhould look ior favour from an enemy: Speak, 


I pray thee, to thy ſervants in the Syrian language, 
What was this, but to teach an adverſary how to do 
miſchief? Wherefore came Rab/hakeh thither, but to 
call Hezekiah, to withdraw his ſubjects! That tongue 
is propereſt for him which may hurt moſt. - Depre- 
cations of evil to a malicious man are no better than 
advices. . An unknown idiom is fit to keep counſel; 
they are familiar words that muſt convey ought to the 
underſtanding. Lewd men are the worſe for admo- 
nitions. | I 
Rabſhaleb had not ſo ſtrained his throat, to cor- 
rupt the citizens of Jeruſalem, had it not been for the 
humble obteſtation of Eiatim. Now he rears up his 
voice, and holds his ſides, and roars out his double 
blaſphemies; one while affrighting the people with 
the great power of the mighty king of Aſſyria, ano- 
ther while debaſing the contemptible force of Heze- 


Lia; now ſmoothly alluring them with the aſſurances 


of a ſafe and ſucceſsful yieldance, then diſcouraging 
them with the impoſlibility of their deliverance; lay- 
ing before them the fearful examples of greater na- 
tions vanquiſhed by that ſword, which was now ſha— 
ken oyer them, triumphing in the impotency and miſ- 
carriage of their gods. Who are they, among all the 
gods of the countries, that have delivered their coun- 
try out of mine hand, that the Lord fhould deliver Je- 
rutaicm out of mine hand? where are the gods of Ar- 
pad, and of Hamarth? Where? but in that helliſh 


darkneſs, that is ordained both for them and for thee, 


barbarous 
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harbarous Aſſyrian, that dareſt thus open thy mouth 
againſt thy Maker: and can thoſe atheous eyes of 
thine ſee no difference of gods? Is there no dutance 
herwixt a ſtock, or ſtone, and that infinite Deity that 
made heaven and earth? Ir is enough that thou now 
feeleſt it; thy torments have taught thee too late, 
that thou affronteſt a living God. - 

How did the fingers and tongues of thoſe Few:/h 
peers and people nch to be at Rahſhabeh, in a re- 
rengeful anſwer to thoſe impieties: all is huſhit, not 
word ſounds from thoſe walls. I do not more won- 
der at Hezetiab's wiſdom, in commanding ſilence, 
than at the ſubjects obedience in keeping it. This 
railer could not be more ſpited, than with no anſwer ; 
and if he might be exaſperated, he could not be re- 
formed 3 beſides, the rebounding of thoſe multiplied 
blaſphemies might leave ſome ill impreſſions in the 
multitude ; this ſulphurous flaſh, therefore, dies in 
ts own ſmoke, only leaving an hateful ſtench behind 
It 
Good Hezekiah cannot eaſily paſs over this deviliſh 
oratory 3 no ſooner doth he hear of it, than he rends 
his clothes, and covers himſelf with ſackcloth, and 
betakes himſelf to the houſe of the Lord, and ſends 
lis officers, and the graveſt of the prieſts, clad in 
ſackcloth, to ¶aiah the prophet of God, with a dole- 
ful and querelous meſſage. | 

O the noble piety of Hegetiah! Notwithſtanding all 
the ſtraits of the ſiege, and the danger of ſo powerful 
an enemy, I find not the garments of this good king, 
any otherways than whole, and unchanged; but now, 
ſo ſoon as ever a blaſphemy is uttered againſt the ma- 
jelty of his God, though by a Pagan dog, his clothes 
are torn, and turned into ſackcloth. There can be 
no better argument of an upright heart, than to be 
more ſenſible of the indignities offered to God, than 
of our own dangers, Eyen theſe deſperate reproaches 
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ſend Hezekiah to the temple. The more we ſee God? 
name profaned, the more ſhall we, if we be truly re. 
lizious, love and honour it. 

Whither ſhould Heze#7ah run, but to the temple, 
to the prophet ? there, there is the refuge of all faith. 
ful ones, where they may ſpeak with God, where 
they may be ſpoken to from God, and fetch comfort 
from both. Ir is not poſſible that a believing heart 
ſhould be diſappointed. 1/a:ah ſends that meſſage tg 
the good king, that may dry up his tears, and cheer 
his countenance, and change his ſuit: Thus ſaith the 
Lord, Be not afraid of the words which thou haf 
heard, with which the ſervants of the king of Aﬀyria 
have blaſphemed me : behold, I will ſend a blaſt upm 
him, and he ſhall hear a-rumour, and ſhall return 5 
his own land ; and I will cauſe him to fall by the fwurd, 
in his 6:vn land. | 

Lo, even while Senacherib was in the height of his 


jollity and aſiurance, God's prophet foreſees his ruin, 


and gives him for dead, while that tyrant thought of 
nothing but life and victory. Proud and ſecure world- 
lings little dream of the near approach of their judg- 
ments: while they are plotting their deepeſt deſigns, 
the over-ruling juſtice of the Almighty hath contrived 
their ſudden confuſion, and ſees, and ſets them their 
day. . 
Rebſbakeh returns, and, finding the king of 4%. 
ria warring againſt Libnah, reports to him the filent, 
and therein contemptuous anſwer, and firm refolut: 
ons of Hezetiah: in the mean time God pulls Sen- 
cherib by the ear, with the news of the approaching 
army of Tirha#ah king of Ethiopia, which was co. 
ming up to raiſe the ſiege, and to ſuccour his confede- 
rates. That dreadful power will not allow the 4% 
rian king, in perſon, to lead his other forces up again 


Feruſalem, nor to continue his former leaguer long 


before thoſe walls. But now, he writes big words to 
| | / Hereliab, 
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lezeliab, and thinks, with his thundering menaces, 
o beat open the gates, and level the bulwarks of Je- 
ſalem. Like the true maſter of Rabſhakeh, he re- 
les the God of heaven, and baſely parallels him with 
he dunghill deities of the Heathen. 

Good Hezetiab gets him into his ſanctuary, there 
he ſpreads the letter before the Lord; and calls to 
he God that dwells berween the cherubims, to re- 
enge the blaſphemies of Senacherib, to protect and 
reſcue himſelf, and his people. Every one of thoſe 
xords pierced heaven, which was no leſs open to mer- 
q unto Hezeltiab, than vengeance to Senacherib. 
Now is Jſaiah addreſſed with a ſecond meſſage of com- 
fort to him, who doubtleſs diſtruſted not the firſt : on- 
the reiteration of that furious blaſphemy- made him 
uke faſter hold, by his faithful devotion, Now, the 
jalous God, in a diſdain of ſo blaſphemous a conte- 
ſation, riſes up in a ſtyle of majeſty, and gloriouſly 
ramples npon this ſaucy infolency; Becauſe thy 
rage againſt me, and thy tumult is come up into 
mne ears, therefore I will put my hook inta thy 
wſe, and my bridle into thy lips, and will turn 
thee back by the way thou cameſt. Lo, Sena- 
cberib, the God of heaven makes a beaſt of thee, 
who haſt ſo brutiſhly ſpurned at his name! If thou be 
a rayenous bear, he hath an hook for thy noſtrils: if 
thou be a reſty horſe, he hath a bridle for thy mouth ; 
in ſpite of thèe, thou ſhalt follow his hook, or his 
bridle, and ſhalt be led to thy juſt ſhame by either. 

It is not for us to be the lords of our own actions: 
Thus ſaith the Lord concerning the king Aſſy- 
na, he ſhall not come into this city, nor ſhoot an 
arrow there, nor come before it with ſhield, nor 
caſt a bank againſt it; by the way that he came, 
fall he return, &c. Impotent men, what are we 
in the hands of the Almighty | we purpoſe, he o- 
fer-rules ; we talk of great matters, and think to do 

wonders, 


29 


a — 


wan” oe — 


3 IT "TRAGELNS 


* — a= * 


1 =, . —___ =, * 
0 — 2 > » 
. ˙ A » ce eee ea i af >” ren 0 ARA © 


* — 


2 
* — — 
_ ————— 
— —⅛ 4 


„? re en” 
— 7 4 . 


- 
— 4 - — — mas — . 
P 
. 


* - 


292 CONTEMPLATIONS. 


wonders, he blows upon our projects, and they yz. 
niſh with ourſelves. He that hath ſet bounds to the 
ſea, hath appointed limits to the rage of the proudeſt 


enemies; yea, even the devils themſelves are confi. 
ned. Why boaſt ye yourſelves, O ye tyrants, that 
ye can do miſchief! ye are tinted, and even within 
thoſe liſts is confuſion. | | 

O the trophies of divine juſtice ! That very , night 


| the angel of the Lord toent out, and mote in the 


camp of the Aſſyriaus, an hundred fourſcore and 


Joe thouſand, and when they roſe early in the morning, 


bevold they were all dead corpſes. 

How ſpeedy an execution was this! how miracy- 
Jous! no human arm ſhall have the glory of this vic. 
tory ! It was God that was defied by that preſump- 
ruous Aſſyrian; it is God that ſhall right his own 
wrongs. Had the Fg yptian, or Ethiopian forces been 
come up, though the {ame God had done this work 
by them, yer ſome praiſe of this ſlaughter kad, per. 
haps, cleaved to their fingers: now an inviſible hand 


ſheds all this blood, that his very enemies may cle | 


him from all partnerſhip of revenge. Go now, wic- 
ked Senacherib, and tell of the gods of Hamath, and 


Arpad, and Sepharvaim, and Hena, and Tvah, which 


thou haſt deſtroyed, and ſay, that Hezekiah's God 


is but as one of theſe. Go, and add this deity to 
the number of thy conqueſts: now, ſay that Heze- 


tiab's God, in whom he truſted, hath deceived him, 
and graced thy triumphs. 8 

With ſhame and grief enough, is that ſheeped ty- 
rant returned to his Nineveh, having left behind him 
all the pride and ſtrength of AHria, for compoſt" to 
Jetoiſh fields. Well were it for thee, O Senachert, 
if thou couldſt eſcape thus; vengeance waits for thee 
at home, and welcomes thee into thy place; while 
thou art worſhipping in the houſe of Ni/roch thy 


god, two of thine own ſons ſhall be thine executio- 
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gers. See now, if that falſe deity of thine can pre- 
frve thee from that ſtroke, which the true God ſends 
thee by the hand of thine own fleſh. He, that flew 
thine hoſt by his angels, flays thee by thy. ſons ; the 
ame angel, that killed all thoſe thouſands, could 
as eaſily have ſmitten thee : but he rather reſerves 
thee for the further torment of an unnatural ſtroke ; 
that thou mayſt ſee, too late, how eaſy it is for him, 
in ſpite of thy god, to arm thine own loins againſt 
thee. 

Thou art avenged, O God, thou art avenged 
plentifully of thine enemies. Whoſoever ſtrives with 
thee, is ſure to gain nothing but loſs, but ſhame, but 
death, but hell. The Afyrians are lain, Seunache- 
nb is rewarded for his blaſphemy ; Feru/alem is re- 
ſued, Hezetiah rejoices; the nations wonder and 
temble. O love the Lord, all ye ſaints; for the 


| Lird preſerveth the faithful, and plenteou/ly reward 


eh the proud deer. 


Co NT EM. x. HEZEKIAH fich, recovered, viſited. 


TEZEKIAH was freed from the ſiege of the 
Aſſyrian, but he is ſurpriſed with a diſeaſe. 
He, that delivered him from the hand of his enemies, 
{mites him with ſickneſs. God doth not let us looſe 
from all afflictions, when he redeems us from one. 
To think that Hlezetiah was either not thankful 
enough for his deliverance, or too much lifted up 
with the glory of ſo miraculous a favour, were an inju- 
rious miſconſtruction of the hand of God, and an un- 
charitable cenſure of an holy prince: for, though no 
fleſh and blood can avoid the juſt deſert of bodily pu- 
nſhment, yet God doth not always ſtrike with an 
intuition of ſin: ſometimes he regards the benefit of 
our trial, ſometimes the glory of his mercy in our 


cure. | 
Vor. II. D d d It 


A 


—_r _ OC - — 


394 CONTEMPLATIONS. 


It was no flight diſtemper that ſeized upon Hex 
zekiah, but a diſeaſe both painful and fierce, and in 
nature deadly. O God, how thou laſheſt even thoſe 
whom thou loveſt! Hadſt thou ever any ſuch dar- 
ling in the throne of Judah, as Hegetiah? yet he no 
ſooner breatheth from a miſerable ſiege, than he 
panteth under a mortal ſickneſs, when as yet he had 


not ſo much as the comfort of a child to ſucceed 


him. Thy prophet is ſent to him with a heavy mel- 
ſage of his death; Set thine houſe in order, fir 
thou fhalt die and not live. It is no {mall mercy 
of God, that he gives us warning of our end: we 
{ſhall make an ill uſe of ſo gracious a premonition, if 
we, make not a meet preparation for our paſſage. E. 
ven thoſe that have not an houſe, yet have a ſoul, 
No ſoul can want important affairs to be ordered for 
a final diſſolution ; the negle& of this beſt thrift is 


deſperate. Set thy ſoul in order, O man, for thou, 


ſhalt die and not live. 

If God had given Hezekiah a ſon, nature had be- 
queathed his eilate : now, he muſt ſtudy to find 
heirs. Even theſe outward things, though in them- 
ſelves worthleſs, require our careful diſpoſition to 
thoſe we leave behind us; and, if we have delayed 
theſe thoughts till then, our ſick-beds may not com- 
plain of their importunity. We cannot leave to out 


families a better legacy than peace. 


Never was the prophet J/aiah unwelcome to this 
good king, until now. Even fad tidings muſt be 
carried by thoſe "meſſengers which would be faith- 
ful: neither may we regard fo much how they will 
be taken, as by whom they are ſent. 

It was a bold and harſh word, to ſay to a king, 
Thou ſhalt die and not live. I do not hear He- 
ze#:ah rage, and fret at the meſſage, or threaten the 
bearer; but he meekly turns his face to the wall 


and weeps, and prays. Why to the wall? was it 


tor 
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for the greater ſecrecy of his devotion ? was it for 
the more freedom from diſtraction? was it that all the 
paſhon, which accompanied his prayer, might have no 
witneſſes? or, was it for that this wall looked towards 
the temple, which his heart and eyes {till moyed un- 
to, though his feet could not ? | 
Howloever, the patient foul of good Hezekiah 
turns itſelf to that holy God, from whom he ſmarts 
and bleeds, and pours out itſelf into a fervent depre- 
cation; I beſeech thee, O Lord, remember now how 
I have walked before thee in truth, and with à per- 


fall heart; and have done that which is good in 


thy Jig ht. | 

Couldſt thou fear, O Hezetiab, that God had for- 
gotten thine integrity? the grace that was in thee 
was his own work; could he in thee neglect himſelf? 
or doſt thou therefore doubt of his remembrance of 
thy faithfulneſs, becauſe he ſummons thee to receive 
the crown of thy faithfulneſs, glory and immortality ? 
wherein canſt thou be remembered, if this be to for- 
get thee ? what challenge is this? is God a debitor 
o thy perfection? Hath thine holy carriage merited 


any thing from that infinite juſtice? Far, far were 


theſe preſumptuous conceits from that humble and 
mortified ſoul. Thou had{t hated thine own breaſt, 
i it could once have harboured ſo proud a thought. 
Lais perfection of thine was no other, than an honeſt 
ſoundneſs of heart and life, which thou knoweſt God 
had promiſed to reward. It was the mercy of the 
covenant that thou pleadeſt, not the merit of thine o- 
bedience. : 

Every one of theſe words were ſteeped in tears: 
but what meant theſe words, theſe tears? I hear not 
of any ſuit moved by Heze4iah, only he wiſhes to be 
remembered, in that which could never be forgotten, 
though he ſhould have intreated for an oblivion, 


Dad d' Speak 
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Speak out, Hezekiab; what is it that thy tears craye, 
while thy lips expreſs not? O let me live and I ſhall 
praiſe thee, O God. 

In a natural man, none could wonder at this paſſi. 
onate requeſt ; who can but wonder at it in a faint, 


Whoſe happineſs doth but then begin when his life 


ceaſeth, whoſe miſery doth but then end when his 
death enters? The word of faith is, O let me die, 
that I may enjoy thee, How then doth the good 
king cry at the news of that death, which ſome reſo. 
Jute Pagans have entertained with ſmiles ? Certainly 
the beſt man cannot ſtrip himſelf of ſome fleſh ; and, 
while nature hath an undeniable ſhare in him, he can- 
uot but retain ſome ſmatch of the ſweetneſs of lite, of 
the horrour of diſſolution : both theſe were in Hezetr- 


ab, neither of them could tranſport him into this paſ. 


ſion; they were higher reſpects that ſwayed with ſo 
holy a prince; a tender care of the glory of God, a 
careful pity of the church of God. His very tears ſaid, 
O God, thou knoweſt, that the eyes of the world are 
bent upon me, as one that hath abandoned their ido- 
latry, and reſtored thy ſincere worſhip; I ſtand alone 
in the midſt of a wicked and idolatrous generation, 
that looks through all my actions, all my events; it 
now they ſhall fee me ſnatched away in the midſt of 
my days, what will theſe Heathens ſay ; how can thy 
great name but ſuffer in this mine untimely extinc- 
tion ? Beſides, what will become of thy poor church, 
which | ſhall leave feebly religious, and as yet ſcarce 
warm, n the courſe of a pious reformation ? how fool 
{hall it be miſerably overgrown with ſuperſtition and 
heatheniſm ? how ſoon ſhall the wild boar of Arie 
root up thi little vineyard of thine ? What need I be. 
ſeech thee, O Lord, to regard thy name, to regard 
thine inheritance? © 


What 
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What one tear of Hezeliab can run waſte? what 


can that good king pray for, unheard, unanſwered ? 
dennacherib came, in a proud confidence, to ſwallow 
up his city and people: prayers and tears ſend him a- 
way confounded. Death comes to ſwallow up his per- 
ſon, and that not without apthority; prayers and 


tears ſend him away diſappointed. Before [/aiah 


was gone out into the middle court, the word of the 
Lord came to him, ſaying, Turn again, and tell He- 
zekiah the captain of my people, thus ſaith the Lord, 
the God of David thy father, I have heard thy pray- 
tr, I have ſeen thy tears, behold I will heal thee ; on 
the third day thou ſhalt go up to the houſe of the 
Lord, and I will add to thy days fifteen years. 

What ſhall we ſay then, O God! haſt thou thus 
ſoon changed thy purpoſe ? Was it not thy true meſ- 
ſage which thy prophet, even now, delivered to He- 
ꝛceliah? Is ſomewhat fallen out that thou foreſaweſt 
not ? 'or dolt thou now decree ſomewhac thou meant- 
eſt not? The very thought of any of theſe were no 
better than blaſphemous impiety. Certainly, Heze- 
tiah could not live one day longer than was eternally 
decreed: the decree of God's eternal counſel had 
for everlaſting determined him fifteen years yet 
longer. Why then doth God ſay, by his prophet, 
Thou ſhalt die, and not live? He is not as man 
that he ſhould repent ; the meſſage is changed, the 
will is not changed ; yea, rather, the meſſage is ex- 
plicated, not changed: for the ſignified will of God, 
though it ſound abſolutely, yet muſt be underſtood 
with condition; that tells Hegetiah what he muſt ex- 
pect from the nature of his diſeaſe, what weuld befal 
him without his deprecations. There was nothing 
but death in the ſecond cauſes, whatever ſecret pur- 
poſe there was in the firſt; and that purpoſe ſhall ly 
hid for a time, under a reſerved condition. The ſame 
decree that ſays, Nineveh ſhall be deſtroyed, means, 

if 


298 .CONTEMPLATIONS. 


if Nineveh repent, it ſhall not be deſtroyed. He, 
that finds good reaſon to ſay Hezetiah ſhall die, yet 
ſtill means, if the quickened devotion of Hezek:ah! 
ſhall importune me for life, it ſhall be protracted, 
And the ſame God, that hath decreed this addition of 
fifteen years, had decreed, to {tir up the ſpirit of He- 
zetiah to that vehement and weeping importunity 


which ſhould obtain it. O God, thou workeſt thy 


good pleaſure in us, and with us; and, by thy re- 
vealed will, moveſt us in thoſe ways, whereby thou 
effecteſt thy ſecret will. 

How wonderful is this mercy! Hezekiah's tears 
are not dry upon his cheeks, yea his breath is not 
paſſed his lips, when God ſends him a comfortable 
anſwer. How careful is the God of compaſhons, that 
his holy ſeryant ſhould not languiſh one hour, in the 
expectation of his denounced death ! What ſpeed was 
here, as in the errand, ſo in the act of recoyery? 
within three days ſhall Hezetiah be upon his feet; 
yea, his feet ſhall ſtand in the courts of Gad's houſe: 
he that now in his bed ſighs and groans, and weeps 
out a petition, ſhall then ſing out a thankſgiving in 
the temple. O thou that heareſt prayer ! unto thee 


ſhall all fleſh come, With what cheerful aſſurance 


ſhould we approach to the throne of that grace, which 
never failed any ſuppliant. | 

Neither was this grant more ſpeedy than bountiful, 
We are wont to reckon ſeven years for the life of a 
man; and now, behold, more than two lives hath 
God added to the age of Hezetiab. How unexam- 
pled a favour is this! who ever but Hezetiah knew lis 
period fo long before! the fixedneſs of his term is no 
leſs mercy, than the protraction: we muſt be content 


to live or die at uncertainties. We are not worthy 


to calculate the date of our times. , Teach us, O Lord, 


fo to number our days, that we may apply our hearts 
to wifdom. 


There 
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There is little joy in many days, if they be evil. 
Hezekiah ſhall not be bleſſed only with life, but with 

ace. The proud Aſſyrian, threatens an invaſion ; 
his late foil ſtill ſticks in his ſtomach, and ſtirs him to 
a revenge: the hook is in his noſtrils, he cannot move 
whither he liſts. The God of heaven will maintain 
his own quarrel : I will defend this city for mine own 
fate, and for my ſervant David's fake. | Lo, for his 


life, Hezetiah is beholden, next under the infinite 


roodneſs of God; to his prayers; for his protection, 
o the dear memory of his father David. Surely, for 
omoht we find, Heze&iah was no leſs upright, aid 
leſs offenſive than David; yet both Hezetiah and Je- 
ruſalem (hall fare the better for David's ſake, above 
three hundred years after. 

To that man after his own heart, had God engaged 
limſelf, by his gracious promiſe, to preſerve his throne, 
his ſeed. God loves to remember his ancient mercies. 
How happy a thing is it to be faithful with God! This 
b the way to oblige thoſe which are yet unborn ; and 
to entail bleſſings upon the ſucceſſions of future gon 
tations. 

It ſeems it was ſome peſtilent ulcer that thus en- 
dangered the life of Hægeliab. I/aiah is not a pro- 
phet only, but a phyſician. And Jſaiah ſaid, Take 
8 lump of figs. He, that gave an aſſurance of re- 
covery, gives a receipt for the recovery. The de- 
cree of God includes the means: neither can the medi- 
ane work without a word ; neither will the word 
work without the medicine, both of them muſt meet 
in the cure. If we fo truſt the promiſe, that we ne- 
glect the preſcript, we preſume to no purpoſe. Hap- 
by is that ſoul, that ſo regards the promiſe of God's 
prophets, as thatwithal he receives their counſels. 

Nothing could be more proper for the ripening of 
hard and purulent tumours, than dry figs. Here- 
in {/aiah's direction was according to nature; where- 

fore 
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fore ſhould we baulk the ordinary road, where it ig 
both fair and near ! 


The ſudden contradiction of the meſſage cauſes x } 


juſt difficulty in the aſſent. Hezeh1ah therefore crayey 
a ſign ; not for that he diſtruſted, but that he might 
truſt the more; we can never take too faſt hold of 
thoſe promiſes of God, which have not more comfort 
in the application, than natural impoſſibility in the 
performance. Me believe, Lord, help our unbe- 
lief. ö 

The ſick king hath his option; his father was of 
fered a ſign, and refuſed it; he ſues for one, and ob- 
tains it: Shall the ſhadow go forward ten degrees, 
or back ten degrees* As 15 heaven itſelf lay open 
to his choice, and were ready either to mend his 
pace, or retire for his confirmation. What creature 
is not cheerfully forward to obey the faith of God's 


ſervants? | 


Hezeliab faſtens rather upon that ſign which iz 
more hard, more difagreeing from the courſe of na- 
ture; nct without good reaſon : every proof mult be 
clearer than the thing to be proved, neither may 
there want a meet proportion betwixt both: now, the 
going forward of the ſhadow was a motion, no 0+ 
ther than natural, the recovery of that peſtilent di 
eaſe was againſt the ſtream of nature ; the more dit 
ficult ſign therefore, the ſurer evidence. 

Whether ſhall we more wonder at the meaſure of 
the love of God to Hezetiab, or at the power of 
Iſaiab's faith in God? Out of both, either the fu 
goes back in heaven, that his ſhadow may go back 
on earth, or the ſhadow-no leſs miraculouſly goes back 
on earth, while the-ſun goes forward in heaven. | 
is true that the prophet ſpeaks of the ſhadow, not af 
the ſun ; except perhaps becauſe the motion of the 
ſun is beſt diſcerned by the ſhadow, and the motion 


of the ſhadow is led by the courſe of the ſun : bony 
| that 


10t100 
eſides, 
that 
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that the demonſtration of this miracle is reported to 
be local in the dial of Ahaz, not univerſal, in rhe ſen- 
ible length of the day; withal, the retreat of the 
ſun had made a public and noted change in the frame 
of nature; this particular alteration of the ſhadow, in 
places limited, might ſatisfy no Jeſs without a confu- 
fre mutation in the face of the world. Whetherſoever, 
to draw the ſun back together with the ſhadow, or 
to draw the ſhadow back without the ſun, was the 
proof of a divine omnipotence, able therefore to draw 
back the life of Hezeliab, fifreen degrees from the 
night of death, towards which it was haſtening. 

O God, thou wilt rather alter the courſe of hea- 
ren and earth, than the faith of thy children {hall fink 
for want of ſupportation. 

It ſhould ſeem, the Babylontans, finding the Aſſyrian 
power abated by the revengeful hand of God's angel, 
ad their own diſcord, took this advantage of a re- 
ſolt; and now, to ſtrengthen their part, fall in with 
Hzetiah king of Judah, whom they found the old 
enemy to the Afyrians, and the great favourite of 
heaven ; him they woo with gifts, him they congra- 
ulate with embaſſages. Ihe fame of Hzeekrab's 
ickneſs, recovery, form, and aſſurance of cure, have 
dawn thither meſſengers and preſents from Berodach- 
baladan king of Babylon. | 

The Chaldees were curious ſearchers into the ſe- 
crets of nature, eſpecially into the motions of the ce- 
leſtial bodies; though there had been no politic rela- 
tons, this very aſtronomical miracle had been enough 
o fetch them to Jeruſalem, that they might ſee the 
nan, for whoſe ſake the ſun forſook his place, or the 
ltzdow forſook the ſun. 

How eafily have we ſeen thoſe holy men miſcar- 
ned by proſperity, againſt whom no miſeries could 
Prevall! He that ſtood out ſtoutly againſt all the 4/- 
ian onſets, clinging the faſter to his God, by how 
Vol. II. E ee much 
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much he was harder aſſaulted by Sennacherib, melteth 
now with theſe Babyloman favours, and runs abroad 
into offenſive weakueſſes. 


The Babyloman ambaſſadors are too welcome to 
Hezekiah : as a man tranſported with the honour of 


their reſpective and coltly viſitations, he forgets his 


tears, and his turning to the wall; he forgets their 
incompatible idolatry, ſo hugging them in his boſom, 
as it there had been no cauſe of ſtrangeneſs : all his 
doors fly open to them; and, in a vain-glorious oſten- 
tation, all his new-gathered treaſures, all his ſtrong 
armories entertain their eyes; nothing in his houſe, MI. 
nothing in his dominion is hid from them. P 
O Hezekrah, what means this impotent ambition? 
it is not long ſince thou tearedſt off the very plates af 
the temple doors, to give unto Sernachertb ; and n 
thy treaſures be ſuddenly. fo multiplied, that they can | 
be worthy to aſtoniſh foreign beholders ? or, if thy , 
ſtore-houſe were as rich as the earth, can thy hen 
be ſo vain as to be lifted up with theſe heavy metals: WM 
Didſt thou not ſee that heaven itſelf was at thy beck, 
whilſt thou wert humbled ? and ſhall a little earthly MM ; 
droſs have power over thy ſoul ? Can the flattering} { 
applauſe of ſtrangers let thee looſe into a proud joy, 
whom the late meſſage of God's prophet reſolved in- h 
to tears? O God, if thou do not keep us, as well in 
our ſun-{hine, as in our ſtorm, we are ſure to periſh: 
as in all time of our tribulation, fo in all time of our 
wealth, good Lord deliver us. 
Alas, how flight doth this weakneſs ſeem in our 
eyes, to rejoice in the abundance of God's bleſlings, 
to call in foreign friends to be witneſſes of our pler 
ty; to raiſe our conceits ſome little, upon the acclas 
mations of others, upon the value of our own abli 


Lay thy hand upon thy mouth, O fooliſh fleſh and 


blood, when thou ſeeſt the cenfure of thy — hi 
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Iſaiah the prophet is ſent ſpeedily to Hezetiah, 
with a ſharp and heart-breaking meſſage; Behuld 
the days come that all that is in thine houſe, and 
that which thy fathers have laid up m flare unto 
this day, ſhall be carried into Babylon; nothing ſhall 
be left, "(ith the Lord ; and of thy fons that hall 
iſue from thee, which thou ſhalt beget, ſhall they 
take away, and they ſhall be eunuchs in the palace of 
the king of Baby lon. 

No fin can be light in Haroliob: the holineſs of 
the perſon adds to the unholinefs of the act; eminency 
of proteſkon doubles both the offence and the judg- 
This glory ſhall end in an ignominious loſs. 

The great and holy God will not digeſt pride in 
any, much Jeſs in his own. That whi ch was the 


 ſubjet of Hezetrah's fin, ſhall be the matter of his pu- 


thoſe. with whom he ſinned ſhall be his 
it was his treaſure and munition, wherein 
The men 
of Babylon ſhall carry away his treaſure and muni— 
tion, What now doth Hezetiah but tempt them with 
a glorious booty, as ſome fond traveller that would 
ſhow his gold to a thief ? 

Theſe worldly things are furtheſt off from he 
heart; perhaps Hezetiab might not be much troubled 
with their lots. Lo! God comes cloſer to him yet. 
As yet was Hezekiah childlets; how much better 
had it been to continue ſo ill, than to be plagued in 
his iſſue! He ſhall now beget children to-ſervitude, 
his loins ſhall yield pages to the court of Babylon: 
while he fees them born priaces, he ſhall foreſee them 
made eunuchs in a foreign palace. What comfort can 
he take in the withes and hopes of fons, when, ere 
they be born, he hears them deſtined to captivity and 
bondage! 

This rod was ſmart, yet good Hezetian kiſſes it: 
his heart ſtruck him na leſs, than the mouth of the 
Eee 2 propher ; 
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prophet; meekly therefore doth he yield to this 
divine correction; Good is the word of the Lord 
cohich thou haſt ſpoken. Thou haſt ſpoken this 
word, but from the Lord; it is not thine, but his; 
and, being his, it muſt needs be, like himſelt, good; 
good, becauſe it is juſt, for 1 have deſerved more, 
and worſe; good, becauſe merciful, for I ſuffer nar 


according to my deſerts. I it not good, if there 


be peace and truth in my days. 1 have defer. 
ved a preſent payment, O God thou deferreſt it: J 
have deſerved it in perſon, thou reſerveſt it for thoſe 
whom I cannot yet to feel, becauſe they are not. [ 
have deſerved war and tumult, thou favoureſt me 
with peace; I have deſerved to be over-run with ſu- 
perſtition and idolatry, thou bleſſeſt me with truth; 
ſhouldſt thou continue truth unto me, though upon 
the moſt unquiet terms, the bleſſing were too good 
for me; but now thou haſt promiſed, and will not 
reverſe it, that both truth and peace ſhall be in 


my days, Lord, I adore thy juſtice, I, blefs thy 


mercy. 

God's children are neither waſpiſh nor  ſullen 
when they are chid or beaten, but. patiently hold 
their backs to the ſtripes of a diſpleaſed mercy ; know- 


ing how much more God is to be magnified, for what 


he might have done, than repined at for what he hath 
done ; reſigning themſelves over into the hand of that 


gracious juſtice, which in their ſmart ſeeks their re: 


formation and glory. 


CoN TEM. xl, MAN Ass ER. 


A laſt, ſome three years after his recovery, 
Hezekiah hath a ſon; but ſuch a one as, if he 
could have foreſeen, orbity had been a bleſling. 
Still in the throne of Fudah there is a ſucceſſion, 
and interchange of good and evil. Good Jotham is 
ö N ſucccedel 
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ſucceeded by wicked Ahaz ; wicked Ahaz is ſucceed- 
ed by good Hezekioh ; good Hezetiah is ſucceeded by 
wicked Manaſſeh. Evil princes ſucceed to good, for 
the exerciſe of the church; and good ſucceed to evil, 
for the comfort of the church. 

The young years of Manaſſeb gave advantage to 
his miſcarriage ; even while he might have been un- 
der the ferule, he ſwayed the ſcepier. Whither may 
not a child be drawn, eſpecially to a gairiſh, and pup- 
pet-like ſuperſtition ? as infancy is capable of all im- 
preſſions, ſo moſt of the worſt. 

Neither did Manafſeh begin more early than he 
held out long ; he reigned more years than his good 
father lived; notwithſtanding the miraculous addition 
to his age, more than ever any king of Judah be- 
hides could reach. Length of days is no true rule 
of God's favour : as plants laſt longer than ſenſitive 
creatures, and brute creatures out-live the reaſonable ; 
ſo, amongſt the reaſonable, it is, no news for the 
wickedly great to inherit theſe earthly glories, long- 
er than the beſt. 

There wants not apparent reaſon for this diffe- 
rence. Good princes are fetcht away to a better 
crown : they cannot be loſers, that exchange a weak 
and fading honour for a perfection and eternity of 
blefledneſs. Wicked men live long to their own diſ- 
advantage; they do but carry ſo many more brands 
to their hell. If therefore there be a juſt man that 
peritheth in his righteouſneſs, and there be 2 wicked 
man that prolongs his life in his wickedneſs, far be it 
from us, either to pity the removal of the juſt, or to 
envy the continuance of the wicked. This conti- 
nues to his loſs, that departs to an happy advance- 
ment, 

It is very like that Heze&:ah marrying. ſo late, in 
the vigour both of his age and holineſs, made a care- 
jul choice of a wife ' ſuitable to his own piety : _ 

ther 
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ther had his delight been ſo much in her, according 
to her name, if her delight had not been, as his, in 
God; their iſſue ſwerves from both, fo fully inhe. 
Titing the vices of his grand-father Ahaz, as if there 
had been no intervention of an Hezet1ah : ſo we 
have ſeen the kernel of a well-fruited plant degene- 
rate into that crab, or willow, which gave the origi. 
nal to his ſtock : yet can I not ſay, that Hezetiah 
was as free from traducing evil to his fon Manaſſ, 
as Ahaz was free from traducing good to his fon He. 
zetiab. Evil is incorporated in the beſt nature, where- 
as even the leaſt good deſcends from above. 

We may not meaſure grace by means. Was it 
poſſible that Manaſſeh, having been trained up in the 
religious court of his father Hezek:ah, under the 
eye of ſo holy prophets and prieſts, under the ſha 
dow of the temple of God, after a childhood ſeafon- 
ed with ſo gracious precepts, with ſo frequent exer- 
ciſe of devotion, ſhould run thus wild into all heath. 
eniſh abominations, as if there had been nothing but 
idolatry in the ſeed of his conception, in the milk of 
his nouriſhment, in the rules of his inſtitution, in the 
practice of his examples? How vam are all outward 
helps without the influence of God's ſpirit, and that 
ſpirit that breathes where he liſteth! Good educati- 
on raiſeth great hopes; but the proof of them is in 
the divine benediction. | 

[ fear to look at the outrages- of this wicked on 
of Hezekiah : what havock doth he make in the 
church of God! as if he had been born to run 
religion; as if his only felicity had been to untwilt, 
or tear, in one day, that holy web which his father 
had been weaving, nine and twenty years; and contri: 
rily, in one hour, to ſet up that offenſive pile which 
had been above three hundred years in pulling down: 
ſo long had the high places ſtood. The zeal of He 
ze&iab, in demoliſhing them, honoured him above a! 


bis 
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his predeceſſors ; and now the firſt act of this green 
head was their re-edifying. That miſchief may be 
done in a day, which many ages cannot redreſs. 

Fearful were the preſages of theſe bold beginnings, 
From the miſbuilding of theſe chapels of the hills to 
the true God, Manaſſeh proceeds to erecting of al- 
tars to a falſe, even to Baal, the god of Ahab, the 
dale idol of the Heathen : yet further, not content 
with ſo few deities, he worthips all the hoſt of hea- 
ren, and, that he might deſpite God yet more, he 
ſets up altars to theſe abuſed rivals of their Maker, 
in the very houſe of the Lord; that holy place doth 
he not fear to defile with the graven image of the 
grove that he had made. Never Amorzte did fo 
wickedly as Manaſſeb; and, which was yet worſe, 
it ſufficed not to be thus wicked himſelf, but he ſe- 
duced God's people to theſe abominations: and, that 
his example might move the more, he ſpares not his 
own-ſon from the fire of the idol- ſacrifice. Neither 
were his witcheries leſs enormous than his idolatry ; 
he obſerved times, he uſed inchantments, he dealt 
with familiar ſpirits, and with wizards : neither were 
either of theſe worſe than his cruelty. He ſhed inno- 
cent blood, till he had filed Feru/alem from one end 
to another. | 

O Manaſſeh, how no leſs cruel wert thou to thine 
own ſoul, than to thy Fudah What an hideous lift 
of monſtrous impieties is here; any one of which were 
enough to draw judgment upon a world; but what 
hell is ſufficient for all together ! 
What brows are not now lifted up to an attentive 
expectation of ſome preſent and fearful vengeance 
from God, upon ſuch flagitious wickedneſs? There- 
fore, thus ſaith the Lord, Behold, I am bringing 
ſuch evil upon Jeruſalem and Judah, that wheſo- 
ever heareth of it, beth his ears ſball tingle. The 
perſon of Manaſſeh is not capable of revenge enough; 

as 
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as his fin dilated itſelf by an infectious diffuſion to his 
people, ſo ſhall the puniſhment. We are ſenfible of 
the leaſt touch of our own miſeries; how rarely are 
we affected with other mens calamities ! Yet this eyil 
ſhall be ſuch, as that the rumour of it ſhall beat ng 
ear, that ſhall not glow with an aſtoniſhing commiſe. 
ration. What then, O God, what ſhall that plague 
be, which thou threateneſt with ſo mutch preface of 
horror? I will ſtretch pver Jeruſalem the line of Sa- 
maria, and the plummet of the houſe of Ahab ; and 
J will wipe Jeruſalem, as a man wi pet h a diſh, vi- 
ping it, and turning it upfide down : and I will fer- 
ſake the remnant of mine inheritance ; and I will dt. 
liver them into the hand of their enemies, and they 
ſhall become a prey and a ſpoil unto all their enemies, 

It is enough, O God, it is enough. What ear 
can but tingle! what eye can but weep ! What hair 
can bur ſtart up ! what heart can be but confounded, 
at the mention of ſo dreadful a revenge! Can there 
be a worſe judgment than deſolation, captivity, de- 
ſertion, ſpoil, and torture of prevailing enemies! 
But however other cities and nations have undergone 
theſe diſaſters, without wonder, that all this ſhould 
befal to thy Jeruſalem, the place which thou haſt 
choſen to thyſelf, our of rhe whole earth, the lot of 
thine mheritance, rhe ſeat of thine abode, whereot 
thou haſt faid, Here ſhall be my reſt for ever, it is able 
ro amaze all eyes, all cars. 

No city could fare worſe than Samaria, whole in- 
habitants, after a woful ſiege, were driven, like 
cattle, into a wretched ſervitude : Jeruſalem ſhall fare 
no better from Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, 
Jeruſalem, the glory of the earth, the darling of hea 
ven. Sce, O ye vain men, that boaſt of the pri 
leges of chairs and churches, fee and tremble. There 
isnoplaceunderheaven, towhichthe preſence of God 
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{ wedded, as that the fins thereof ſhall not procure 
a diſdainful and final divorce : the height of former 
Hours ſhall be but an aggravation of vengeance. 
This total vaſtation of 7erufalem (hall take time. 
0nwards, God begins with the perſon of wicked Ma- 
naeh, againſt whom he ſtirs up the captains of the, 
hoſt of the late friend, and old enemy of Judah. Thoſe 
thorns, amongſt which he had ſhrouded his guilty 
head, cannot ſhelter him from their violence; they 
uke him and bind him with fetters of iron, and carry 
him to Babylon; there he lies, loaded with chains, 
in an uncomfortable dungeon, exerciſed with variety 
o tortures, fed with ſuch coarſe pittances of bread, 
and ſips of water, as might maintain an unwilling life 
to the puniſhment of the owner. What eye can now 
vity the deepeſt miſeries of Manaſſeh* What but bon- 
dage can befit him, that hath ſo lawleſly abuſed his 
Iberty ? what but an utter abdication can befit him 
that hath caſt off his God, and doted upon devils ? 
what but a dying life, and a'tormenting death, can 
be fit for a man of blood ? 
Who now would not have given this man for loſt, 
and have looked when hell ſhall claim her own? 
But, O the height, O the depth of divine mercy! 
After all theſe prodigies of fin, Manaſſeh is a convert; 
When he was in affliction, he beſougbt the Lord his 
bid; and humbled himſelf greatly before the God of 
hs fathers. How true is that word of the prophet! 
Jexation gives underſtanding. The viper, when he 
6 laſhed, caſts up his poiſon. The traitor, when he 
8 racked, tells that truth which he had elſe never ut- 
tered. If the croſs bear us not to heaven, nothing 
an, What uſe were there of the grain, bur tor the 
elge of the ſickle wherewith it is cut down, the 
ſtroke of the flail wherewith it is beaten, the weight 
and attrition of the mill wherewith it is cruſhed, the 
ire of the oven wherewith it is baken? Say now, 
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Manaſſeh, with that grandfather of thine, who was, 


till now, too good for thee, It was good for me that 
I was afflifted. Even thine iron was more precious 
to thee than thy gold; thy gaol was a more happy 
lodging to thee than thy palace: Babylon was a bet- 
ver ſchool to thee than Jeruſalem. What fools are 
we to frown upon our afflictions! Theſe, how crab- 


bed ſoever, are our beſt friends. They are not in- 


deed for our pleaſure, they are for our profit : their 
iſſue makes them worthy of a welcome. What do 
we care how bitter that potion be, which brings 
health? 

How far a man may go, and yet turn! Could there 
be fouller ſins than theſe? lo! here was idolatry in the 
height, violation of God's houſe, ſorceries of all kinds, 
bloody cruelty to his own fleſh, to the ſaints of God, 
and all theſe againſt the ſtream of a religious inſtitu- 
tion, of the zealous counſels of God's prophets, of 
the checks of his own heart. | 

Who can complain, that the way of heaven is block- 
ed up againſt him, when he ſees ſuch a ſinner enter? 
Say the worlt againſt thyſelf, O thou clamorous. ſoul, 
here is one that murdered men, defied God, worſhip- 
ped devils, and yet finds the way to repentance if 
thou be worſe than he, deny, if thou canſt, that to 
thyſelf, which God hath not denied to thee, capacity 
of grace: in the mean time know, that it is not thy 
ſin, but thine impenitence, that bars heaven againſt 
thee. | 

Preſume not yet, O man, whoſoever thou art, of 
the liberty of thy converſion, as if thou couldſt run 
on lawleſly in a courſe of ſinning, till thou come to 
the brim of hell, and then couldſt ſuddenly ſtop, and 
return at leiſure. The mercy of God never ſet pe- 
riod to a wilful ſinner; neither yet did his own corrupt 
deſires, fo as, when he is gone the furtheſt, he could 
yet ſtay himſelf from another ſtep. No man that truly 

repents 
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repents is refuſed; but many a one ſins ſo long, that 
he cannot repent: his cuſtom of wickedneſs hath 
obdured his heart, and made it flint to all good im- 

reſſions. There were Feroboams, and Abijams, and 
Ahabs, and Foaſhes, and Ahazes, in theſe facred 
thrones ; there was but one Manaſſeb. God hath not 
left in any man's hand the reins of his own heart, to 
pace, and turn, and ſtop as he liſts : this privilege is 
reſerved to him that made it. It ig not of him that 
wills, nor of him that runs, but of God that ſhews 
mercy ; and that mercy neglected, juitly binds over to 
judgment. 

I wonder not at Manaſſeh, either ſinning or repent- 
ing; I wonder at thy goodneſs, O Lord, who, after 
thy juſt permiſſion of his ſin, calleſt him thus graci- 
ouſly ro repent, and fo receiveſt him repenting; ſo as 
Manaſſeh was not a more loathſome and monſtrous 
ſpectacle of wickedneſs, than he is now a pleaſing and 
uſeful pattern of converſion : who can now deſpair of 
thy mercy, O God, that ſees the tears of a Manaſſeh 
accepted? When we have debauched our worſt, our 
evil cannot match with thy goodneſs; rather it is the 
praiſe of thy infinite ſtore, that where fin abounds, 
grace abounds much more. O keep us from a pre- 
ſumption of grace, that we may repent ; and raiſe us 


from a diſtruſt of grace, when we have repented. 


No ſooner is Manaſſeh penitent, than he is free; 
lis prayers have at once looſcd him from his fins, and 
from his chains, and of a captive have made him a 
king; and, from the dungeon of Babylon, have re- 
ſtored him to the palace of Jeruſalem. How ealy is it 
tor the ſame hand, that wounds, to cure | What can- 
not fer vent prayers do, either for our reſcuing from 
el, of for our inveſting with good! | 

Then Manaffeh knew that the Lord be was Cad; 
then, and not before. Could his younger years Cx 

| Ff f<2 ſcape 
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ſcape the knowledge of God's miraculous deliverance 
of Jeruſalem from the A Hriang? could he but know 
the ſlaughter that God's angel made, in one night, 
of an hundred fourſcore and five thouſand ? could 
he but have heard the juſt revenge upon Senacherih? 
could he be ignorant of his father's ſupernatural re. 
covery ? could he bur ſee that everlaſting monument 
of the noted degrees in the dial of Aha? could he a. 
void the ſenſe of thoſe fifteen years which were ſu- 
peradded to his father's age? what one of thoſe proofs 
doth not evince a Deity ? yet, till his own ſmart and 
cure, Manaſſeh knew not, that the Lord was God. 

Fooliſh ſinners pay dear for their knowledge; nei. 
ther will endure to be taught, good cheap: fo ve 
have ſeen reſty horſes, that will not move, till they 
bleed with the ſpur; ſo we have ſeen dull and care- 
leſs children, that will learn nothing but what is put 
into them with the rod. 

The Almighty will be ſure to be known for what 
he is, if not by fair means, yet by foul. If our pro- 
ſperity and peace, and ſweet experience of his mer- 
cy, can win us to acknowledge him, it is more for 
our eaſe; but, if we will needs be taught by ſtripes, 
it is no leſs for his glory. | 

Manaſſeh now returns another man to Jeruſalem, 
With what indignation doth he look upon his old fol- 
lies! and now, all the amends he can make, is to 
undo xhat he did, to do that which he undid : He 
tool away the ſtrange gods, and the idol out of the 


houſe of the Lord, and all the altars that he had built 


in the mount of the houſe of the Lord, and in Jeruſa- 
lem, and caſt them out of the city, True repentance 
begins to decline at the ablative, deſtroying thoſe 
- monuments of ſhame which former error had rear: 
ed. The thorns muſt firſt be ſtubhed up, ere the 
ground can be capable of ſeed, The true method 
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good. 


In vain had Manaſſeb profeſſed a repentance, if 
the ſtrange gods had till held poſſeſſion of Feruſalem, 
if the idol had {till harboured in God's temple, if fo- 
reign altars had ſtill ſmpked upon the holy mountain. 
Away with all his traſh, when once Manaſſeh comes 
to a true ſenſe of piety. 

There is nothing but hypocriſy in that penitent, 
who, aſter all vows, and tears, retains his old abomi- 
nations. It is that poor peace of ſatisfaction which 
we can give to the divine juſtice, in a hearty indig- 
nation, to fling down that cup of wickedneſs where- 
with we have been bewitched, and to trample upon 
the ſherds ; without which, confeſſion is but wind, 
and the drops of contrition, water. 

The living God loves to dwell clean; he wil not 
come under the roof of idols, nor admit 5 sto come 
under his. Firit, therefore, Manafeh caſts out the 
ſtrange gods and idols, and altars, and then he repazrs 
the altars of the Lord, and ſacrifices thereon peace-of- 
ferings and thantfaivings : not till he had pulled down, 
might he build; and when he had pulled down, he 
muſt build. True repentance is no leſs active of good. 
What is it the better, if, when the idolatrous altars 
are defaced, the true God hath not an altar erected 
to his name? in many altars was ſuperſtition, in no 
altars atheiſm. 

Neither doth penitent Manaſſe“ build God a new 
altar, but he repairs the old, which, by long diſuſe, 
lay waſte, and was moſſy and mouldered wich age 
and neglect. 


God loves well his own inſtitutions ; neither can 


he abide innovations, fo much as in the ourlides of 
bis ſervice. It is an happy work to vindicate any or- 
dinance of God from the injuries of umes, and to re- 
ere it to the original glory. 

What 
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What have our pious governors done other in re- 
ligion? had we gone about to lay a new foundation, 


the work had been accurſed; now we have only 


ſcraped off ſome ſuperfluous moſs, that was grown 
upon theſe holy ſtones ; we have cemented ſome bro- 
ken pieces, we have pointed ſome crazy corners with 
wholeſome mortar, inſtead of baſe clay wherewith it 
was diſgracefully patched up. The altar is old; it is 
God's altar; it is not new, not ours: if we have laid 
one new ſtone in this facred building, let it fly in our 
faces, and beat out our eyes. 

On this repaired altar, doth Manaſſeh ſend up the 
ſacrifices of his peace, of his thankfulneſs; and 
doubtleſs, the God of heaven ſmells a ſweet favour of 
reſt. No perfume is ſo pleaſing to God, as that 
which is caſt in by a penitent hand. 

It had not ſerved the turn, that Manaſſeh had ap- 
proached alone to this renewed altar: as his lewd 
example had drawn the people from their-God, ſo 
now he commands Judah to ſerve the Lord God of I. 
rael: had he been ſilent, he could not have been un- 
followed. Every a& of greatneſs is preceptive ; but 
now, that religion is made law, what //raelite will not 
be devout ? Bk | 

The true God hath now no competitor in Judah: 
all the idols are pulled down, the high places will 
not be pulled down; an ill guiſe is eaſily taken up, 
ir is not ſo eaſily left. After a common deprayation 
of religion, it is hard to return unto the firſt purity: 
as when a garment is deeply foiled, it cannot, with- 
out many lavers, recover the former cleanneſs. 


CoNTEM. XII. JosIan's reformation. 


| "ET, if we muſt altar from ourſelves, it is bet- 
ter to be a Manaſſeh than a Foaſh : Foaſh be. 


gan well, and ended ill; Manaſſeb began ill, and 
| ended 
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ended well. His age varied from his youth, no leſs 
than one man's condition can vary from another's ; 
his poſterity ſucceeded in both. Ammon, his fon, 
ſucceeded in the fins of Manaſſeh's youth; Jeſiabh, his 
grand- child, ſucceeded in the virtues of his age: what 
2 yaſt difference doth grace make in the ſame age! 
Manaſſeh began his reign at twelve years, Foftah at 
eight; Manaſſeh was religiouſly bred under Hezekiah, 
Jah was miſnurtured under Ammon; and yet Ma- 
aueh runs into abſurd idolatries, J7eſiah is holy and 
tevout. The ſpirit of God breathes freely, not con- 
ining itſelf to times, or means. 


No rules can bind the hands of the Almighty. Ir | 


s an ordinary proof, too true a word, that was ſaid 
of old, Wo be to thee, O land, whoſe king is à child. 
The goodneſs of God makes his own exceptions : Ju- 
dah never fared better, than in the green years of a 
Jah; if we may not rather meaſure youth and age 
by government and diſpoſition, than by years, ſure- 
ly thus Foſrah was older with ſmooth cheeks, than 
Manaſſeh with grey hairs. Happy is the infancy of 


princes, when it falls into the hands of faithful coun- 


lllors. 

A good pattern 1s no ſmall help for young begin- 
ners. Fofrah ſets his father David before him, not 
immon, not Manaſſeb. Examples are the beſt rules 
for the unexperienced ; where their choice is good, 
the directions are eaſieſt. The laws of God are the 
ways of David thoſe laws were the rule, thoſe ways 
vere the practice. Good Jeſiah walks in all the ways 
of his father David. | 

Even the minority of Jeſiah was not idle; we can- 
not be good too early. At eight years it was enough 
to have his ear open to hear good counſel, to have 
lis eyes and heart open to ſeek after God; at twelve, 
le begins to act, and ſhews well that he hath found 
ne Cod he ſought. Then he addreſſes himſelf to 


purge 
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purge Judah and Feruſalem, from the high places, 
groves, images, altars, . wherewith it was defiled; 
burning the bones of the idolatrous prieſts upon their 
altars; ſtrewing the aſhes of the idols upon the graves 
of them that had ſacrificed to them, ſtriving, by thoſe 
' fires and mattocks, to teſtify his zealous deteſtation of 
all idolatry. 26% 

The houſe muſt be firſt cleanſed, ere it can be gar- 
niſhed'; no man will caſt away his coſt upon unclean 
heaps: So ſoon as the temple was purged, Joſah 
bends his thoughts upon the repairing and beautify- 
ing of this houſe of the Lord: | 

What'ſtir was there in 7udah, wherein God's tem- 
ple ſuffered not? Six ſeveral times was it pillaged, whe- 
ther out of force, or will. Firſt, Foa/þ king of Judah 
is fain, by tlie ſpoil of it, to ſtop the mouth of Ha- 
auel; then Foaſh king of Iſrael fills his own hands 
with that ſacred ſpoil, in the days of Amaz:ah ; after 
this, Ahaz rifles it for Tig/ath-pileſer king of Aſyria; 
then Hezeh1ah is forced to ranſack the treaſures of it 
for Srnac herib; yet, after, the ſacrilege of Manaſſeh 
makes that booty of it, which his latter times endea- 
voured to reſtore; and now, laſtly, Ammon his fon 
neglects the frame, embezzles the furniture of this ho- 
ly place: the very pile began to complain of age and 
unrefpet. Now comes good 7eſiah, and, in his 
eighteenth year, (when other young gallants would 
have thought of nothing but pleaſure and jollity) 
takes up the lateſt care of his father David, and 
gives order for the repairing: of the temple. 

The keepers of the door have received the contri- 
bution of all faithful Jezvs, for this pious uſe. The 
king ſends Shaphan the ſeribe to Hi/krah the prieſt, 
to ſum it up, and to deliver it unto carpenters and 
maſons, for ſo holy a work. : 
How well doth it beſeem the care of a religious 

prince, to ſer the prieſts * and ſcribes in hand with re- 

5 edifying 
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elifying the temple? The command is the king's, the 
charge is the high prielt's, the execution is the work- 
mens. When the labourers are faithful in doing the 
work, and the high prieſt in directing it, and the 
king in enjoining it, God's houſe cannot fail of an 
happy perfection; bur when any of theſe flackens, 
the buſineſs mult needs languiſh. | 

How God bleſſes the devout endeavours of his ſer- 
rants! While Hiltiah was diligently ſurveying the 
breaches, and reparation of the temple, he lights up- 
on the book of the law. The authentic and ori- 
ginal book of God's law, was, by a ſpecial charge, ap- 


pointed to be carefully kept within a ſafe ſhrine in 


the ſanctuary. In the depraved times of idolatry, 
ſome faithful prieſt, to make ſure work. had locked it 
faſt up, in ſome corner of the temple, from the reach 
of all hands, of all eyes, as knowing how impoſhble it 
was, that divine monument could otherways eſcape 
the fury of profane guiltineſs. Some few tran- 
ſcripts there were, doubtleſs, parcels of this ſacred 
book in other hands: neither doubt I, but, as Hitiah 
had been formerly well acquainted with this holy vo- 
lume, now of a long time hid, fo the ears of good” Jo- 
ſab had been inured to ſome paſſages thereof; but 
the whole body of theſe awful records, fince the late 
night of idolatrous confuſion and perſecution, ſaw no 
light till now. This precious treaſure doth Hil- 
kah find, while he digs for the temple. Never man 
laboured to the reparation of God's church, but he 
met with a bleſſing more than he looked for. 

Hilkiah the prieſt, and Shaphan the ſcribe, do not 
ingroſs this invaluable wealth into their own hands, 
dor ſuppreſs theſe more than facred rolls, for their 
on advantage, but tranſmit them firſt to the ears 


of the king, then by him to the people. It is not 


the praiſe of a good ſcribe, to lay up, but to bring 
forth, both old and new. And if the prieſt's lips 
Vox. II. .Ggg mall 
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ſhall keep knowledge, they keep it to impart, not to 
. ſmother: The people ſhall ſeek the law at bis 
mouth ; for he is the meſſenger of the Lord of 
hoſts. | 

15 ſoon as the good king hears the words of the 
book of the law, and, in ſpecial, thoſe dreadful threats 
of judgment denounced againſt the idolatries of his 
Fudah, he rends his clothes, to ſhow his heart reat 
with ſorrow, and fearful expectation of thoſe plagues; 
and waſhes his boſom with tears. O gracious tender- 
neſs of Fe/tah / he doth but once hear the law read, 
and is thus humbled ; humbled for his fathers ſins, 
for the ſins of his people. How many of us, after a 
thouſand hammerings of the menaces of God's lay 
upon our guilty ſouls, continue yet inſenſible of our 
danger! The very reading of this law doth thus at- 


fect him, the preaching of it ſtirs not us: the ſins of 


others ſtruck thus deep with him, our own are ſlight- 
ed by us. A ſoft heart is the beſt tempered for God. 
So phyſicians are wont to like thoſe bodies belt, which 
are eaſieſt to work upon. O God, make our clay 
wax, and our wax pliable to thine hand, ſo ſhall we 
5 ſure to be free either from ſin, or from the hurt 
of ſin. | rs 

It is no holy ſorrow that ſends us not to God. 9. 
ſiah is not moped with a diſtractive grief, or an aſto- 
niſhing fear, but, in the height of his paſſion, ſends fire 
choice meflengers to Huldab the propheteſs, to in- 
quire of the Lord, for himſelf, for Judah. It is an 
happy trouble that drives us to this refuge. I do not 
hear any of theſe courtiers reply to this godly motion 
of their young king, Alas, ſir, what means this deep 
perplexity? what needs all this buſy inquiſition ? if 
your father were idolatrous, what is that to you who 
have abandoned his ſins? if your people were once 
idolatrous, what is that to you, yea to them, who 


have expiated theſe crimes by their repentance ? have 
| yo 
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you not carefully reformed all thoſe abuſes ? hath not 
your happy reformation made an abundant amends 
for thoſe wrongs ? ſpare your tears, and fave the la- 
bour of your meſſengers; all is well, all ſhall be well; 


theſe judgments are for the obſtinate ; had we been ſtill 
* guilty, theſe fears had been juſt : were we ſtill in dan- 


ger, what had we gained by our converſion? Rather, 
as glad to ſecond the religious cares of their young 
king, they feed his holy anxieties with a juſt aggrava- 
tion of peril; and, by their good counſel, whet theſe 


his zealous deſires of a ſpeedy reſolution, That ſtate 


cannot but be happy, . whoſe prieſts and peers are rea- 
dy, as to ſuggeſt, ſo to cheriſh and execute the devout 
projects of their ſovereigus. | 

The grave prieſt, the learned ſcribe, the honour- 
able courtiers do not diſdain to knock at the door of a 
propheteſs: neither doth any of them ſay, it were 
hard if we ſhould not have as much acquaintance with 
God, as a woman; but in an humble acknowledg- 
ment of her graces, they come to learn the will of 
God from her mouth. True ' piety is modeſt, and 
ſtands not upon terms of reputation, in the buſineſſes 
of God, but willingly honours his gifts in any ſubject, 
leaſt of all in itſelf, 

The ſex is not more noted in Huldab, than. the 
condition. As ſhe was a woman, ſo a wife, the wife 
of Shallum. Holy matrimony was no hinderance to 
her divine revelations; ſhe was at once a propheteſs 
in her college, an houſewife in her family. It was 
never the practice of God to confine his graces to vir- 
ginity. At this very time, the famous prophet Fere- 
mah flouriſhed ; ſome years had he already ſpent in 
this public ſervice; why was not he rather conſulted 
by Jofrah ? It is not unlike, that ſome prophetical 
employments called him away at this time from Jeru- 
falem his preſence could not have been baulked. 


Purpoſely, doubtleſs, doth God caſt his meſſage upon 
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the point of that abſence, that he might honour the 
weaker veſſel with his divine oracle, and exerciſe the 
humility of ſo great clients. In the anſwers of God, 
it is not to be regarded who ſpeaks, bur from whom, 
The injury redounds to God, if the weakneſſes of the 


perion cauſe us to undervalue the authority of the 


function. | 

As Jofiah and his meſſengers do not deſpiſe Hul. 
dah, becauſe ſhe was a woman, ſo Huldah doth not 
flauer Fofah, becauſe a kinv : Go tell the man that 
fent you, thus faith the Lord, Behold, I will bring 
evil upon this place, Lo, he that was as God to 
his ſubjects, is but as man to the propheteſs: neither 
is the meſſage ever the ſweeter, becauſe it is required 
by a prince. No circumſtance may vary the form of 
divine truth. | 

Evil muſt befal Feru/alem and Judah, yea, all the 
words of that book muſt alight upon the inhabitants of 
both. In how bad a caſe we may be, and yet think 
ourſelves not ſafe only, but happy! Theſe Fews had 
forgotten their old revolts; and now, having framed 
themſelves to holy courſes, promiſed themſelves no- 
thing but peace, when the propheteſs foreſees and 
foretels their approaching ruin. Even their old ſcore 
muſt be paid, after the opinion of a clear agreement. 
In vain fhall we hope to quit our arrearages by pro- 
rogation. This propheteſs had immediate viſions from 
God, yet ſhe muſt ſpeak out of the book. There was 


never any revelation from the Lord that crofled his | 


writings: his hand and his tongue agree eternally, If 
that book have curfed Judah, the may not abſolve it. 

Yer, what a gracious mixture was here of mercy 
with ſeverity ; ſeverity to Judah, mercy to Joſab: 
Judah ſhall be plagued, and ſhall become a deſolati- 
on, and a curſe, Jah ſhall be quietly houſed in his 
grave, before this ſtorm fall upon Judah : his eye {hall 
not ſee what his people ſhall feel, It is enough 1 
| the 
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the expectation of theſe evils afflicts him, the ſenſe ſhall 


Whence is this indulgence? Becauſe thine heart 
was tender, and thou haſt humbled thyſelf before the 
Lird How happy a thing it is to be a reed unto 
God's judgments, rather than an oak! the meek and 
gentle reed ſtoops, and therefore ſtands ; the oak ſtands 
ſtifly out againſt the ſtrongeſt guſt, and therefore is 
tured up by the roots. At leaſt, let us lament thoſe 
fins we have not avoided ; and mourn for the fins of 


others, while we hate our own, 


He that found himſelt exempted from this ven- 
geance, by his repentance and deep humiliation, would 
fain find the ſame way for the deliverance of his people. 
The ſame words of the law therefore, that had wrought 
apon his heart, are by him cauſed to be publicly read 
in the ears of Judah and Jeruſalem. The aſſembly is 
univerſal, of prieſts, prophets, people both {mall and 
great; becauſe the ſin was ſuch, the danger was ſuch : 
that no man may complain ro want information, the 
hw of God ſounds in every ear. If our cars be ſhur 
to the law. the fin is ours: but, if the law be ſhut to 


our ears, the fin is of our governors. Wo be to them 


that hide God's book from the people, as they would 
do ratsbane from the eyes of children. Ignorant fouls 
cannot periſh without their murder. There is no fear 
of knowing too much, there is too much fear of prac- 
tiling too little. Now, if the people. do not imitate 
their king in relenting, they are not worthy to par- 
take with him in his impunity. Howſoever, they 
ſhall not want a great example, as of forrow, ſo of 
amendment, Good Jeſiah ſtands by the pillar, and 
ſolemnly renews his covenant with his God; the people 
cannot for ſhame refuſe ro ſecond him: even they 
that looked for a deſtruction, yer do not withdraw 
their obedience. ” God's children may not be fullen 
under his corrections, but, whether they expect or feel 


ſmart, 
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ſmart, are no other than dutiful to his awful hand. 
As a man, that finds he hath done ſomething that might 
endanger the forfeit of his favour, puts himſelf inio 
ſome deſerving action, whereby he may hope to re- 
endear himſelf, fa doth h here. No endeavour 
is enough to teſtify his zeal to that name of God which 
was ſo profaned by his people's idolatry ; whatever 
monuments were yet remaining of wicked Paganiſm, 
he defaces with indignation : he burns the veſſels of 
Baal, and puts down - his Chemarim, deſtroys the 
houſes of the Sodomites, ſtrews the powder of their 
idols in the brook Kidron, deſiles Tophet, takes 2. 
way the horſes of the ſun, burns the chariots of the 
ſun with fire, and omits nothing that might reconcile 
God, clear Judah, perfect a reformation. . 

Neither is this care confined to Jeruſalem, and the 
neighbouring towns, but ſtretches itſelf to the utmoſt 
coaſts of Jofrah's kingdom; Bethel was the infamous 
ſear of the pollution of //rael: it ſeems the heirs of 
Jerobbam, who ſet up his golden calf there, enjoyed 

it not long; the kings of Judah recovered it to their 
crown, but it had nor yet recovered itſelf from that an- 
cient infection. Thither doth good Fofrah ſend the 
unhallowed aſhes of Baal's reliques, to ſtain that al- 
tar firſt, which he Will foon after deface. | 

The time was, and it was no leſs than three hun- 
dred and fifty years ſince, that the man of God, out 
of /udah, cried againſt Jeroboam's altar. 

O altar, altar ! thus ſaith the Lord, Behold a child 
ſhall be born unto the houſe of David, Joſiah by nant, 
and upon thre ſhall he offer the prieſts of the high 
places, that bunt incenſe upon thee, and mens bones 
hall be burnt upon thee. 

And now is the hour come, wherein every of thoſe 
words ſhall be accompliſhed. It could not but be a 


great confirmation to Jeſiab, to ſee, that God ſo long 
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g foremarked him for his own, and forenamed him 
to ſo zealous a ſervice. ; | 

All our names are, equally foreknown of that di- 
vine Providence, though not foreſpoken : neither can 
any act paſs from us, which was not predetermined 
in that eternal counſel of the Almighty : neither can 
any act, that is pre-determined, be unfulfilled upon 
earth, Intervention of time breaks no ſquare in the 
drine decree : out purblind eyes ſee nothing, but 
that which toucheth their lids; the quick fight of God's 
preſcience ſees that, as preſent, which is a world off. 
According to the prediction, the ſtench of dead mens 
bones is a fit perfume to ſend up from this altar to 
heaven, Whoſe beſt ſacrifices ſavoured worſe in the 
noſtrils of God: and the blood of the idolatrous ſa- 
crificers was a meet oblation to that God, who had 
been diſhonoured by their burnt-offerings to his baſe 
corrivals. 

Even that prophet, who foretold this, had his tomb in 
Bethel, and that tomb had his inſcription ; his weakneſs 
might not rob him of the honour of his ſepulture. How 
palpably doth theſe //rae/ites condemn themſelves, while 
they reſerve ſa famous # monument of their own con- 
won ! It was no prejudice to this holy prophet, that 
his bones lay amongſt the ſepulchres of idolaters. His 
epitaph preſerved thoſe bones from burning upon that 


altar, which he had accurſed; as the lion might not 


tear his carcaſe when he died, ſo now the fury of the 
multitude may not violate the very bones in his grave. 

I do not fee Joſiah fave them for reliques; 1 hear 
him command they ſhall reſt in peace. It is fit the 
dead bodies of God's ſaints ſhould be as free from con- 
tempt, as from ſuperſtition. 

After the remoyal of theſe rites of falſe worſhip, it 
i time to bring in the true. Now a ſolemn paſſover 
(ball be kept unto the Lord, by the charge of J. 

that 
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that book of the law ſets him the time, place, circum. 
ſtances, of this ſacrament ; his zeal fo carefully follows 
it, that, ſince the days of Samuel, this feaſt was never 
ſo gloriouſly, fo punctually celebrated. Feruſalem i; 
the place, the fourteenth day of the firft month is the 
time, the Levites are the actors, a yearly and ſpotleſs 
lamb is the proviſion; no bone of it is broken, the 
blood is ſprinkled upon the door-poſts, it is roaſted 
whole, eaten with ſour herbs, with bread unleaves- 
ed; the remainder is conſumed by fire. The law, 
the ſacrifices, had been in vain, if the paſſover had 
been neglected. No true [/rae/ite might want, whe 
ther this monument of their deliverance paſt, or this 
type of the Meſſiah to come. Rather than fail, 7s 


frah's bounty ſhall ſupply to Judah lambs for their 


paſchal devotion. No alms is ſo acceptable, as that 
whereby the ſoul is furthered, 


ConTEM. XIII. Jos1Aan's death, with the d. 
folation of the temple and JERUSALEM. 


1 hath now happily ſettled the affairs, both 
of God, and the ſtate; and now hath ſweet leiſure 
to enjoy himſelf and his people: his conſcience doth 
not more cheer him at home, than his ſubjects abroad; 
never king reigned with more officious piety to God, 
with more love and applauſe of men. But what itz 
bility is there in theſe earthly things! how ſeldom is 
excellency in any kind long-lived! In the very ſtrength 
of his age, in the height of his ſtrength, is % 
withdrawn from the earth; as not without a mer- 
ciful intention of his glory on God's behalf, fo 
not without ſome weakneſs on his own. Pharas 
Necho king of Leet comes up to fight againſt the 
king of AHria. What is that to Fofrah ? Perhaps the 
Egyptians attempted to. paſs through the land of ft 


dab towards Carchemiſh, the ſeat of his war; but, 
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2s a neighbour, not as an enemy: 9 reſiſts him, 
as neither holding it ſafe ro admit a foreign power into 
the bolom of his country, nor daring to give ſo fair an 
oceaſion of provoking the Aſſyrian hoſtility againit him. 

The king of Egypt mildly deprecates this enmuty 
he ſends ambaſſadors ro, Zo/tah, ſaying, What have I 
1 downth thee, thou ting of Judah? [ come not againſt 
thee this day, but againſt the houſe wherewith I have 
war ; for God commanded me to mate haſte : forvear 
thee from meddling with God, who 1s with me, that 
he deſtroy thee not. 

What friend could have ſaid more? what prophet 
could have adviſed more holily ? Why doth not good 
Wah ſay with himſelf, There may be truth in this 
ſuggeſtion ; God may have ſent this man to be a 
urge of mine old enemy, of Aſbur? If the hand of 
the Almighty be in this deſign, why do ! oppote it? 
the quarrel is not mine, why do ] thruſt my finger 
into this flame, unbidden ? wherefore ſhould I hazard 
the effuſion of blood upon an harmleſs paſſage? can 
hear him plead a command from God, and not in- 
quire into it? how eaſy is it for me to know the cer- 
tunty of this pretended commiſſion ? have not I the 
prieſts and prophers of God about me ? let me firit go 
and conſult his oracle; if God have fent him, and for- 
bilden me, why ſhould my courage carry me againſt 
my piety? 

It is ſtrange, that the good heart of Zo14h could 
eſcape theſe thoughts, theſe reſolutions: yet he that, 
upon the general threats of God's law againſt ud, 
ſends meſſengers to inquire of a propheteſs, now, 
upon theſe particular threats of danger to himſelf, 
ſpeaks not, ſtirs not. The famous prophet Fere- 
Mi ab was then living, and Zephaniah, b efides a w hole 
college of ſeers: Jeſiab doth not ſo ch as ſend out 
of doors to aſk, Shall I go up t the king of E. 
eypt; Sometimes both © grace and wit are aflecp 
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in the holieſt and waricſt breaſt: the beſt of all God's 
ſaints may be ſometimes miſcarried by their paſſions 
to their colt. 

The wiſe providence of God hath merciſully de. 
termined to leave Jgſiah to his own counſels, that, by 
the weakneſs of his ſervant, he might take occaſion 
to perfect his glory. Even that, wherein Jeſiah was 
wanting unto God, ſhall concur to the making up of 
God's promiſe to Joſiah: when we are the molt blind. 
folded, we run on the ways of God's hidden decrees; 
and, whatever our intents be, cannot, if we would, 
go out of that unknown path. 

Needs will Jeſiab put himſelf into arms againſt an 
unwilling enemy; and, to be leſs noted, diſguiſes him- 
ſelf. The fatal arrow of an Egyptian archer finds him 
out in the throng, and gives him his death's wound; 
now, too late, he calls to a retreat ; his changed cha- 
riot is turned to a bier to carry his bleeding corps to 
his grave in Jeruſalem. | 

What eye doth not now pity and lament the un- 
timely end of a Fo/tah whom can it chuſe but affect, 
to {ee a religious, juſt, virtuous prince, ſnatcht away 
in the vigour of his age! After all our fooliſh moan, 
the Providence, that directed that ſhaft to his lighting 
place, intends that wound for a ſtroke of mercy. 
The God whom Fo/ah ſerves looks through his death 
at his glory; and, by this ſudden violence, will de- 
liver him from the view and participation of the mi- 
ſeries of Judah, which had been many deaths, and 
fetches him to the participation of that happinels, 
which could countervail more deaths than could be 
incident to a Foſrah. O the wonderful goodneſs of 
the Almighty, whoſe very judgments are merciful: 
O the ſafe condition of God's children, whom very 
pain caſeth, whom death revives, whom diſſolution 
unites, whom, laſtly, their very fin and temptation 
gloriſies! | 


How 
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How happily hath 7% gained by this change! 


inſtead of a froward people, he now is ſorted with 
ſaints and angels; inſtead of a fading and corruptible 
crown, he now enjoys an eternal. The orphan ſub- 


jets are ready to weep out their eyes for ſorrow; 


their loſs cannot he fo great as his gain : he is glorious, 
they, as their fins had deſerved, miſerable. If the 
ſeparated ſoul conid be capable of paſſion, could Ja- 
fah have ſeen, after his departure, the calamities of 


his ſons, of his people; it could not but have laid 


ſiege to his peace. 

The ſad ſubjects proclaim his fon Fehoahaz king, 
inſtead of fo lamented a father; he both doch ill, and 
fares ill. By that time he hath ſat but three months 
in the throne, Pharaoh Necho, king of Egypt, ſeconds 
the father's death with the ſon's captivity. This 
enemy puts down the wicked fon of 7145, and lades 
him with chains at RCC At, in the land at Hamzath ; 
and lades his people with a tribute of an hundred 
nalents of ſilver, and a talent of gold: yet, as if he, 
that was unwilling to fight with Jo/ah, were no leſs 
unwilling to root out his poſterity, this Egyptian lets 
Eliatim, the ſecond ſon of Jo/rah, upon the feat of 
bis father ; and, that he might be all his, changes his 
name to Jehoiatim. O the woful and unworthy ſuc- 
ceſion of Foftah ! one ſon is a pritoner, the other is 
a tributary, both are wicked. After that Feh9r24:n 
bath been ſome years Pharaoh's bailiff, to gather and 
rack the dear rents of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar, the 
great king of Babylon, comes up, and ſweeps away 
both the lord and his feodary, Pharach and Fehoia- 
tim, - 

So far was the ambitious -Fgyptian from maintain- 
ing his encroachment upon the territories of Judah, 
that he could not now hold his own. From N:lus 
to Euphrates all is loſt : ſo ſubject are the leſſer pow- 
ers ſtill to be ſwallowed up of the greater: ſo juſt it 
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is with God, that they, which will be affecting undue 
enlargement of their eſtates, ſhould fall thort of What 
they had. 

Jehorakim 1 is carried in fetters to Babylon ; and now, 
in that dungeon of his captivity, hath more leiſure 
than grace, to bethink himſelf of all his abominations; 
and, while he inherits the ſad lodging of his great 

randfather Manaſjeh, inherits not his ſucceſs. 

While he is rotting in this gaol, his young ſon Je- 
hoiatim ſtarts up in his throne, like to a muſhrom 
that riſes up in a night, and withers in a day. With- 
in three months and ten days is that young prince, 
the meet ſon of ſuch a father, fetched up in irons to 
his father's priſon; neither ſhall he go alone (his at- 
tendance ſhall add to his miſery) his mother, his 
wives, his officers, his peers, his craftſmen, his war- 
riours accompany him, manacled and chained, to their 
perpetual bondage. 

Now, according to /azah's word, it would have 
deen great preferment for the fruit of Hezettah's 
loins tobe pages in the court of Babylon. 

One only branch yet remains of the unhappy ſtock 
of holy Fe/rah, Mattaniab, the brother of Jehoialin, 
whom N ebuchadnezzer, changing his name to Zede- 
tiah, ſets up in that forlorn and tributary throne; 
there might he have lived, though an underling, yet 
peaccable: this man, to make up the meaſure of 'God's 
judgments, as he was ever a rebel to God, ſo proves 
rebellious to his ſovereign maſter, the king of Baby- 
/on, The prophet Jeremiah hath iorewarned him in 
vain; nothing could teach this man but ſmart. 

Who can look for other than fury from Nebucbad. 
nezzar againſt Jeruſalem, which now had affronted 
him with three ſeveral ſucceſſions of revolts, and con- 
ſpiracies againſt. his government; and thrice abuſed 
his bounty nd indulgence! with a mighty army doth 


he therefore come up againſt his ſeditious deputy, 
and 
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and beſieges Jeruſalem, and blocks it up with forts 
round about. After two years ſiege, the Chaldees 
without, and the famine within, have prevailed; 
king Zedetiah and his ſoldiers are fled away by night, 
as thinking themſelves happy, it they might abandon 
their walls, and ſave their lives. 

The Chaldees, as caring more for the birds than 
for the nelt, purſue them, and overtake Zede#tah, 
forſaken of all his forces, in the plain of Jericho, and 
bring him to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. What 
can fo unthankful and perfidious a vaſſal expect, but 
the worlt of revenge? The ſentence is fearful: firſt, the 
ſons of Zedeteah are flain before his eyes; then thoſe 
eyes of his, as if they had ſeen enough, when they 
had ſeen him childleſs, are put out. His eyes are 
only lent him ſo long, as to torment him with the 
fight of his own utmolt diſcomfort ; had his ſons but 
over-lided his eyes, the grief had been ſo much the 
leſs, as the apprehenſion of it had been leſs lively and 
piercing; now this woful object ſhall ſhut up his light, 
that even when his bodily cyes are gone, yet the eyes 
of his mind might ever fee what he laſt ſaw ; that thus 
his ſons might be ever dying before him, and himſelf 
in their death ever miſerable. 

Who doth not now with that the blood of Hezet:ah 
and 7orah could have been ſevered from theſe im- 
pure dregs of their lewd iſſue? no man could pity the 
oitenders, were it not for the mixture of the intereſt 
of ſo holy progenitors. 

No more ſorrow can come in at the windows of 
Zedefiah, more ſhall come in at his doors; his ear 
ſhall receive what more to rue for his Feruſalem. Ne- 
buzaradan, the great marſhal of the king of Babylon, 
comes up againſt that deplored city, and breaks down 
the walls of it round about, and burns the temple of 
the Lord, and the king's houſe, and every fair palace 
of Jeruſalem, with fire; drives away the remainder 
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of her inhabitants into captivity, carries away the laſt 
ſpoils of the glorious temple. O Feruſalem, Feruſa- 
lem, the wonder of all times, the paragon of nations, 
the glory of the earth, the favourite of heaven, how 
art thou now become heaps of aſhes, hills of rubbiſh, 
a ſpectacle of deſolation, a monument of ruin! If la- 
ter, yet no leſs deep haſt thou now pledged that bitter 
cup of God's vengeance, to thy filter Samara ; how 
carefully had thy God forewarned thee f 'Though J/ 
rael play the harlot, yet let not 7#dah fin: lo now, 
as thine iniquities, ſo thy judgments have overtaken 
her. Both ly together in rhe duſt, both are made a 
curſe to all poſterities. O God, what place ſhall thy 
juſtice ſpare, if Jeruſalem have periſhed ? if that de- 
light of thine were cut off for her wickedneſs, Let us 
not be high-minded, but fear. 

What pity it was to ſee thoſe goodly cedars of the 
temple flaming up higher than they ſtood in Lebanon? 
to ſee thoſe curious marbles, which never felt the dint 
of the pick-ax or hammer, in the.laying, wounded 
with mattocks, and wounding the earth in their fall! 
to ſee the Holy of holies, whereinto none might enter 
but the high-prieſt once a year, thronged with Pagans; 
the vails rent, the ſacred ark of God violated and de- 
faced, the tables overturned, the altars broken down, 


the pillars demoliſhed, the pavements digged up, yea 


the very ground, where that famous pile ſtood, de- 
formed. O God, thou wouldſt rather have no viſi- 
ble houſe upon earth, than endure it defiled with i- 
dolatries. 

Four hundred thirty and ſix years had that temple 
ſtood, and beautified the earth, and honoured heaven, 
now it is turned into rude heaps. There is no pre- 
ſcription to be pleaded for the favour of the Almighty: 
only that temple, not made with hands, is eternal in 


the heavens. - Thither he graciouſly, brings us, that 


hath ordained us thither, for the fake of that ns 
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High-prieſt, that hath once for all entered into that 
holy of holtes. Amen. 


BOOK TWENTY-FIRST. 


CONTEM. I. ZERUBBABEL and EZRA. 


HE firſt tranſportation into Babylon, under Fe- 
1 hoiatim, wherein Daniel, Ezekiel, and many 

others of the beſt note, were driven into capti- 
vity, was, ſome eleven years after, followed with a 
ſecond, under Zedet:ah, wherein the remnant of the 
now ruined Jeruſalem and Fudah were ſwept away. 
Seventy years was the period of their longeſt ſervi- 
tude : while Babylon was a queen, Fudah was her 
vaſſal. When that proud tyranneſs fell, God's people 
began to riſe again. The Babhylonian monarchy was 
no ſooner ſwallowed up of the Perfran, than the Fews 
felt the comfort of liberty. 

For Cyrus, conquering Babylon, and finding the 
Jews groaning under that captivity, ſtraight releaſes 
them, and ſends them, under the conduct of their cap- 
tain Zerubbabel, back to their almoſt forgotten country. 

The world ſtands upon viciſſitudes: every nation 
hath her turn, and muſt make up her meaſure. Three- 
ſcore and ten years ago, it was the courſe of Fudah, 
the iniquity of that rebellious people was full. Some 
hundred and thirty years before that, was the turn of 
Samaria, and her Iſtaclites: now the ſtaff is come to 
the doors of Babylon, even that wherewith Judah was 
deaten ; and thoſe Per/rans, which are now victorious, 
muſt have their term alſo. It is in vain for any earth- 
y ſtate to promiſe to itſelf an immutable condition. 
At laſt, the rod that ſcourged God's children is caſt 
into the fire, Thou haſt remembered, O Lord, the 
children of Edom, in the day of Jeruſalem, how they 

aid, 
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id, Down with it, down with it, even to the ground 
O daughter of Babylon, waſted with miſery, his» W# 
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| happy is he that rewardeth thee. as thou haſt ſerved 


them. It is Cyrus that hath wrought this revenge, l 

| this reſcue. þ 
| Doubtleſs, it did not a little move Cyrus to this fa- ig 
| vour, that he found himſelt honourably forenamed in Ip 
| theſe Jewiſh propheſies, and foreappointed to this . 
* 


| glorious ſervice, no leſs than an hundred and ſeventy 
| years before he was. Who would not be glad to 
make good ſo noble and happy a deſtiny? O God, 

if we hear that thou haſt ordained us to life, how glad- i! 
ly, how carefully ſhould we work out our falyation? 

if to good works, how ſhould we abound ? 40 
| In the firſt year of his monarchy, doth Cyrus both Cf 
| make proclamations, and publiſh them” in writing, 
through all his kingdom, wherein he both profeſſetb q 
| his zealous reſolutions, and deſires to build up God's * 
houſe in Jeruſalem, and enjoins and encourages all £ 
the Jews, through his dominions, to addreſs them- 7 
ſelves to that ſacred work; and incites all his ſubjects 4 
to aid them with filver, and gold, and goods, and buf 
beaſts. How gracious was the command of that, M,* 
whereof the very allowance was a favour !- 12 

Was it Cyrus that did this? was it not thou, O He 

God, in whoſe hands are the hearts of kings, tha I * | 
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ſtirredſt up the ſpirit of that Per/caz, as if he had heen MF. 
witl 

more than a fon of thy church, a father? How eaff ci 
is it for thee to make very Pagans protectors to thy Ill © K 
church; enemies, benefactors? | * 


Not with an empty grace doth this great king diſmiß *. 
the Jews, but with a royal beunty ; He brings forts * 
the velſels of the houſe of the Lord, which Nebuchad. % 0 
N | nezzar had brought forth out of Jeruſalem, and had ww 
s put them in the houſe of his gods, and cauſes them WI | 1 
| be numbered by his treaſurer to the hands of Shelhbaz- , | 
zar the prince of Judah, for ihe uſe of the temple . 
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fewer than five «thouſand and four hundred veſſels of 
gold and. ſilver. 

Certainly, this great monarch wanted not wit to 
think, It is a rich booty that I find in the temples of 
Babylon; by the law of conqueſt it is mine; havin 
ranquiſhed their gods, I may well challenge their 
ſoil : how ſeaſonably doth it now fall into my hands, 
upon this victory, to reward my ſoldiers, to ſettle my 
new empire! What if this treaſure came from Feru- 
ſalem; the propriety is now altered, the very place, 
according to the conceit of the Fews, hath profaned it. 
The true God, I have heard, 1s curious, neither will 
abide thoſe veſſels, which have been polluted with i- 
dolatrous uſes : it ſhall be enough, if I looſe the bonds 
of this miſerable people: if I give liberty, let the next 
give wealth. They will think themſelves happy in 
bare walls, 1n their native earth. To what purpoſe 
ſhould I pamper their penury with a ſudden ſtore ?— 
But the princely heart of Cyrus would admit of no 
ſuch baſe ſacrilegious thoughts. Thoſe veſſels that 
he finds ſtamped with God's mark, he will return to 
their owner ; neither his own occaſtons, nor their a- 
buſe, ſhall be any colour of their detention. O Cyrus, 
how many cloſe-handed, gripple-minded chriſtians 
hall once be choked in judgment, with the example 
of thy juſt munificence! thou reſtoredſt that which 
we purloin. Wo be to thoſe houſes that are ſtored 
with the ſpoils of God's temple : wo be to thoſe fin- 
gers that are tainted with holy treaſures. 

Kings can hardly do good alone; their laws are not 
more followed, than their examples. No ſooner do 
the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and 
the prieſts and Levites, ſet” their faces towards Jeru- 


ſalem for the building of the temple, than the liberal 


hands of their Pagan neighbours furniſh them with 
gold and filyer, and precious things. Every Perſian 
is glad to be at the charge of laying a ſtone in God's 

Vor. II. T11 houſe. 
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houſe. The ſame God, that had given them theſe 
nietals out of his coffers of the earth, gives it out of 
their coffers to his temple. He that took away by 
the Chaldees, gives by the Perſrans. Where the A]. 
mighty intends a work, there cannot be any want of 
means. 

Thus heartened, thus laded, do the joyful fami. 
lies of Judah return to their old home. How many 
thouſands of them were worn out, and loſt in that 
ſeventy years ſervitude! how few of them yer ſur- 
vived, that could know the place of rheir birth and 
habitation, or ſay, Here ſtood the temple, here the 
palace ! ee thoſe forty and two thouſand three 
hundred and threeſcore Fews that returned in this firſt 
expedition, there were whom the confuſion of their 
long captivity had robbed of their pedigree: they 
knew themſelves Jews, but could not derive their 
line; theſe were yet admitted without difficulty : but 


_ thoſe of the prieſtly tribe, which could not deduce 


their genealogy from the regiſter, are caſhiered as un- 

clean: then, God would be ſerved in a blood; now, 

in a due ſucceſſion. If we could not fetch the line of 

our pedigree from Chriſt and his apoſtles, we were 

not fit for the evangelical altars. Their calling was 

by nature, ours by grace : the graee of inward abt 

licies, of outward ordination ; if we cannot approve 

both theſe, we are juſtly abandoned. Now had the 

children of Iſrael taken down their harps from the 
*willows which grew by the waters of Babylon, and 
could, unbidden, fing the true ſongs of their recovered 
Sion they are newly ſettled in their old manſions, 

when, upon the firſt public feaſt, in the autumn 

immediately following their return, they flock up to 

Feruſalem : their ſirſt care is their public ſacrifice; 

that ſchool of their captivity, wherein they have been 

long trained, "hath taught them to begin with God. 

A forced diſcontinance makes deyotion more favour 
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heſeW 5, more ſweet to religious hearts; whereas, in an o- 
it of WM pen freedom, piety doth too often languiſh. 
by 7o/bua the prieſt, and Zerubbabel the prince, are 
A- ay joined in the building of the altar: neither of 
t of their hands may be out of that ſacred work. No 
ooner is that ſet upon the baſis, than it is employed 
ami 0 the daily burnt-offerings: the altar may not ſtay 
nany Wl the leiſure of the temple; God's church may not 
that I want her oblations. He can be none of the ſons of 
{ur- [ael, that doth not every day renew his acknow- 
and MW eagments of God. | 
the How feelingly do theſe Jews keep their feaſt of ta- 
hree Mhernacles, while their {ojourning in Babylon was (till 
firlt Win their thoughts, while as yet their tents muſt ſup- 
their ly their ruined houſes! The firſt motions of zeal are 
they commonly ſtrong and fervent : how carefully do theſe 
their zovernors and prieſts make preparation for God's 
but temple ! carpenters and maſons are hired; Tyrian 
duce N vorkmen are again called for, and Lebanon is now a- 
S un- ew ſolicited for cedar trees. The materials are 
now, Wready ; every 1/raelite with ſuch courage addreſſes 
ne Of Wlimſelf to this ſervice, as if his life lay in thoſe ſtones: 
were Wand now, while the foundation of the temple was 
Ws Wing, the prieſts ſtand in their habits, with trum- 
abi. pets, the Levites with cymbals, interchanging their 
ove holy muſic, and melodiouſly ſinging praifes to the 
bod of Iſrael, who had turned their captivity as the 
n the Wireams in the ſouth, and honoured their eyes and 
and Whheir hands with the firſt ſtones of his houſe. The 
people ſecond their ſongs with ſhouts; the earth 
bounds, and heaven rings with the joyful acclamations 
o the multitude. It is no ſmall comfort, in a good 
on, to have begun well. The entrance of any holy 
enterpriſe is commonly encountered with many dit- 
touragements, which if we have once overcome, the 


hallage is ſmooth, 
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How would theſe men have ſhouted at the laying 
on of the laſt ſtone of the battlements, who are thus 
joyed with laying the firit ſtones of the foundation 
The end of any thing is better than the beginning; 
that hath certainty, this danger; this labour, that 
reſt: little did theſe men think, that, for all this, few 


of them ſhould live to fee the roof. 


What different affections ſhall we fee produced in 
men by the ſame occaſion? the younger Jews ſhout- 
ed at this ſight, the elder wept : the younger ſhouted 
to ſee a new foundation, the elder wept to remem- 
ber the old: they who had ſeen no better, thought 
this goodly; they who had ſeen the former thought 
this mean and homely ; more ſorrowing for what they 
loſt, than rejoicing in ſo unequal a reparation. 

As it may fall out, it is ſome piece of miſery to have 


been happier; every abatement of the degrees of our 


former height lays ſiege to our thankfulneſs for leſſer 
mercies. Sometimes it proves an advantage to have 
known no better; he ſhall more comfortably enjoy pre- 
ſent benefits, who takes them as they are, without 
any other compariſons, than of the weakneſs of his 
own deſervings. It is nothing to me what myſelt or 
others have been, ſo I be now well. Neither is it o- 
therways in particular churches; if one be more glo- 
riouſly built than another, yet if the foundation be 
rightly laid in both, one may not inſult, the other 
may not repine; each muſt congratulate the truth to 
other, each muſt thankfully enjoy itſelf. 

The noiſe was not more loud, than confuſed ; here 
was a diſcordant mixture of lamentation and ſhouting; 
it was hard to ſay whether drowned the other. 

This aſſembly of Fews was a true image of God's 
church on earth; one ſings, another cries; new 
doth it all either laugh or mourn. at once. It ſhallbe 


in our triumph, that all tears ſhall be wiped from ou 
eyes; 
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eyes; till then, our paſſions muſt be mixed, accord- 


ing to the occaſions. 

The Fes are buſy at work, not more full of joy 
than hopes; and now that the walls begin to overlook 
the earth, their thoughts ſeem to overlook the walls. 
But what great enterpriſe was ever ſet on foot for 
God, which found not ſome croſſes? 

There was a mongrel brood of Samaria-Aſſyrians, 
which, ever fince the days of Sennacherib, dwelt in the 
land of //-ae/, whoſe religion was a patched coat of 
ſeveral ſhreds ; ſome little part Few/b, the reſt Pagan, 
not without much variety of idolatry. Theſe hollow 


. neighbours proffer their aſſiſtance to the children of 


the captivity ; Let us build with you, for we ſeek your 
God, as ye de, and do ſacrifice to him. Might men 
be their own judges, there would be no hereſy in the 
It is true, theſe men did ſa- 
crifice to the true God; the lions taught them to 
ſeek, and the //raelitih prieſts taught them to find, 
the faſhions of. the God of the land. Some of theſe 
Fews knew their devotion of old; they ſerved V 
raePs God, but with their own: as good no God as 
too many. In a juſt indignation, therefore, do theſe 
Jewiſh governors repel the partnerſhip of ſuch help- 
ers; Tou have nothing to do with us, to build an 
houſe to our God ; but we ourſelves together will build 
unto the Lord God of Iſrael. The hand of an ido- 
later is contagious ; yet had it been to the building 
of ſome fortreſs, or common-hall, perhaps their 
aid had not been refuſed; but, when the walls of 
God's houſe are to be raiſed, this ſociety had been 
piacular. 

Thoſe, that may not be allowed to help the work, 
will aſk no leave to hinder it; their malicious ſugge- 
tions weaken the hands of the people of Fudah, and 
tir up authority to ſuppreſs them. 

Cyrus 
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Cyrus was fas off, neither lived he long after that 


gracious commiſſion, and, beſides, was ſo taken up 
the while with his wars, that he could not have lei- 
fure to ſift thoſe querelous accuſations. Now there- 
fore, during the laſt years of Cyrus, and the reign 
of his fon Cambyſes, and the long government of Da- 
rius Hyſtaſpes, and of his ſon Xerxes, or Ahaſue- 
ras, and laſtly of his fon Artaxerxes, until the days 
of Darius Nothus, (which was no leſs than five ſuc- 
ceſſions of kings, beſides Cyrus), do the walls of the 


, temple ſtand ſtill, yea ly waſte, ſubject to the wrongs \ 


of time and weather, the fit matter of forrow to the 
Jews, inſultation to the enemies, deriſion to paſſen- 
gers. 

What a wide gap of time was here, betwixt the 
foundation of God's houſe and the battlements! how 
large a trial doth God now ſecondly take of the faith, 
of the patience of his people | how large a proof doth 
he give of his own long-ſuftering | O God, when thou 
hadſt but one houſe upon earth, thou wert content 
io put up delays, yea affronts, in the building of it: 
now thou haſt many, it is no marvel if thy longani- 
mity and juſtice abide ſome of them to ly deſolate! 
They are not ſtones, or metals, or men, that can make 
| thee more glorious; thou beſt knoweſt when to ſerve 
thyſelf of all theſe, when to honour theſe with thy 
ſervice. | | 

A ſmall matter hinders the worthieſt action; as a 
little fiſh, they ſay, ſtays the greateſt ſhip. Before 
the Fews were diſcouraged with words, but now they 
are ſtopped with commands. 

Theſe envious Samaritans have corrupted the go- 
vernors Which the Perſtian kings ſet over thoſe parts, 
and from their hands have obtained letters of deep 
calumniation, to Ahaſuerus the king, and after him 
to his ſon Artaxerxes, wherein Feruſalem is charged 
with old rebellion to kings, and for proof, ”_ 

ation 
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lation is made to the records; from which evidence is 
ſpitefully inferred, that if theſe walls be once built, 
the hing ſhall receive no tribute on this ſide the river. 
Never was God's church but ſubject to reproaches. 

Princes have reaſon to be jeatous of their rights. 
The records are ſearched; it ſoon appears, that, 
within one century of years, Jeruſalem had rebelled 
againſt Nebuchadnezzar, and held out two years fie 
of that great Babylonian. The ſcandal of diſloyalty 
is perpetual: although indecd they held him rather a 
prevailing enemy, than a lawful ſovereign ; one a& 
diſparages either place or perſon, to all poſterities. 
Therefore ſhall the walls of Feruſalem ly waſte, be- 
cauſe it had once been treacherous : after an hundred 
years doth that city rue one perfidious act of Zede- 
tiah, Fidelity to our governors is ever both ſafe and 
honourable. 

Command is now ſent out from Artaxerxes, even 
the ſon of queen Efther, to reſtrain the work. All 
reſpects muſt ceaſe with carnal minds, when their ho- 
nours and profits are in queſtion. Rehum the chan- 
cellor, and SHimſbai the ſcribe, come now armed with 
authority: the ſword hath eaſily prevailed againſt the 
trowel. Still do the Jews find themſelves, as it were, 
captives at home; and in filence, and forrow, ceaſe 
from their labours, until the days of the next ſucceſ- 
ſor, Darius Nothus. | | 

As thoſe that had learned to ſow after a bad crop; 
theſe Jews, upon the change of the prince, by the 
encouragement of the prophets of God, Haggai and 
Zechariah, take new heart to build again. en 
power hinder us in the work vf God, our will may 
not be guilty. 

Their new governors come, as before, to expoſtu- 
late: Who hath commanded you to build this houſe, 
and to mate up this wall? and what are your names? 
They wiſely and modeſtly pleàd the ſervice of the 

God 


449 CONTEMPLATIONS. 


God of heaven, the decree of Cyrus ; oftill perſiſting 


to build, as if the prohibition of Artaxerxes had died 
with the author. The 1mpartial governors do neither 
claw nor exaſperate, but, relating the humble and 
juſt anſwer of the Jews, move the king, that ſearch 
may be made 1n the rolls of Babylon, whether ſuch 
an edit were made by Cyrus, and require his royal 
pleaſure, concerning the validity of ſuch a pretended 
decree. Darius ſearches, finds, ratifies, enlargeth it, 
not only charging his officers not to hinder the work, 
but commanding to levy ſums of his own tribute, be- 


yond-the river, for the expences of the building, for | 


the furniſhing of ſacrifices, threatening utter ruin to 
the houſe of that man, and death to his perſon, who 
ſhould offer to impeach this bounty ; and ſhutting up 
with a zealous imprecation, The God of heaven, that 
hath cauſed his name to dwell there, deſtroy all kings 
and people that ſhall put to their hand to alter, and 
to deſtrey this houſe of God which is at Jeruſalem: 
I Darius have made a decree, let it be done with 
ſpeed. . 

Who could have looked for ſuch an edict from 
a Perſian? No Solomon, no David could have ſaid 
more. 

The ruler of all hearts makes choice of his own 
inſtruments, and, when he pleaſeth, can glorify him- 
ſelf by thoſe means which are leaſt expected. That 
ſacred work, which the huſband and ſon of an E/her 
croſſed, ſhall be happily accompliſhed by a Darius. 
In the fixth year of his reign is the temple of God 
fully finiſhed ; and now the dedication of it is cele- 
brated by a joyful feaſt : an hundred bullocks, two 
hundred rams, four hundred lambs, in a meet pro- 
portion, ſmoke upon their altars. And now the chil- 
dren of the captivity think this day a ſufficient pay 
ment for all their ſorrows: we have reaſon to think 


it the faireſt day that ever ſhone forth to us, wherein 
the 
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he ſpiritual building of God's houſe is raifed up in 
our fouls. How ſhould we ſhout at the laying of this 
foundation, and feaſt at the laying on of the roof! 
What other, what better ſacrifice can we offer up to 
God in the ſenſe of our joy, than ourſelves? Let our 
hearts be at once the temple, the altar, the ſacrifice. 
0 God, be thou glorified in all theſe, who haſt gra- 
ciouſly honoured all theſe with thyſelf. | 
Every holy feaſt is now duly kept, the priefts know 
their diviſions, the Levites their courſes, and the 
whole ſervice of God is put into a ſettled order; but, 
j there can be no new beginnings without imper- 
ſection, nor long continuance without corruption, re- 
ſormation is no leſs neceſſary than good inſtitutions. 
Artaxerxes Mnemon had learned of his father Da- 
ius to befriend God's people, and ſtrives to inherit 
his beneficence : under his government 1s Ezra the 
prieſt, and learned ſcribe, ſent with a large commiſſi- 
on from Babylon to Feruſalem, to enquire into the 
wants, and redreſs the diſorders of the Fews, with 
full power, not only to carry with him all the volun- 
ad WY faries of his nation, and the treaſures contributed in 
all the province of Babylon, but to raiſe ſuch ſums 
out of the king's revenues, as ſhould be found re- 
quifte ; and, withal, to ordain magiſt rates and judges, 
hat and to crown the laws with due execution, whether 
he, death or baniſhment, or to confiſcation ; and, laſt- 
ly, with a large exemption of the prieſts and Levztes, 
. and all the inferior officers of the temple, from all 
ole. tolls, tributes, cuſtoms. Nothing wanted here, whe- 
ro ther for direction or encouragement. It is a ſign of 
God's great favour to any nation, when the hearts of 
nil. W fovercign governors are raiſed up, both to the choice 
of worthy agents, and to the - commanding of pious 
nk and reſtorative actions. 
rein Holy and careful Ezra gathers a new colony of 
the eros, takes view of them at the river of 45zva ; 
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and finding a miſs of the ſons of Levi, (without whom 
no company, no plantation can be complete) ſends 
for their ſupply, and, now fully furniſhed, he pro- 
claims a faſt in the way. _ | 

I do not hear him ſay, The journey is long and 
dangerous; the people have need of all their ſtrength, 
I could well wiſh us all afflicted with a religious faſt, 
were it not that the abatement of the courage, and 
vigour. of the multitude, may endanger our ſucceſs: 
but, without all theſe carnal conſultations, he begins 
with this ſolemn act of humiliation, It is better to have 
God ſtrong in our weakneſs, than to have fleſh and 
blood ſtrong in his neglect. 

Artaxerxes was a patron of the Fews, yet a Pagan 
by profeſſion ; wiſe Ezra was afraid of quenching 
thoſe ſparks of piety, which he deſcried in this ſemi- 
proſelyte. Rather therefore than he will ſeem to im- 
ply a diſtruſt in the providence of that God, in whoſe 
ſervice he went, by ſeeking a convoy of ſoldiers from 
the king, E-rs chnſes to put himſelf upon the hazard 
of the way, and the immediate protection of the Al 
mighty. Any death were better than to hear Arta- 
xerxes ſay, Is this the man that ſo confidently told 
me, The hand of our God is upon all them for god 
that ſeek him; but his power and his wrath is a. 
gainſt all them that forſake him? Doth he believe 
himſelf, that he thus doubts ere he begin ? Dare he 
not truſt his God with his own buſineſſes? 

The reſolutions of faithful hearts are heroical. No 
heathen man ſhall ſtumble at Ezra's fear: he can find 
no more aſſurance in his faſt, than in a Per/zan band: 
with a couragious reliance upon the hand ofhis God, 
he puts himſelf into the journey, and finds nothing 
but ſafety and ſucceſs. The fidelity of the Almighty 
never diſappointed the confidence of his ſervants. Al 
the army of Artaxerxes eould not have been fo ſtrong 
a guard to the 7ervs, as their inyiſible protection. 
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In the ſpace of four months is Ezra and his com- 
pany happily arrived at Jeruſulem, where he joys to 
ſee the new temple, and his old colleagues: and now, 
having delivered up the charge of his treaſure, by 
weight, in the chambers of the houſe of the Lord, he 
applies himſelf to his work, and delivers the king's 
commiſſions to the licutenants and governors, for 
their utmoſt aſſiſtance. 

The princes of Judah do not, for ought I hear, re- 
pine at the large patent granted to this prieſt, nor 
ſay, What doth a man of this robe meddle with pla- 
cing, or diſplacing magiſtrates, with executions of judg- 
ments to death, bonds, banithments ? bur rather, as 
congratulating this power to ſacred hands, gladly pre- 
ſentunto him all their grievances. Truly religious hearts 
cannot grudge any honour to their ſpiritual guides. 

This holy commiſſioner is ſoon welcomed with a 
fad bill of complaint, from ſome good peers of , 
rael; wherein they charge divers of the prieſts, 
Levites, people, not to have ſeparated themſelves 
from the idolatrous inhabitants of the lands, nor there- 
fore from their abominations, even from Canaanztes, 
Hittites, Perizzites, and the reſt of thoſe branded 
nations; that they have taken of their daughters for 
themſelves, and for their ſons, ſo that the holy ſeed 
have mingled themſelves with thoſe forbidden people; 
and, which made the matter ſo much more heinous, 
leſs remediable, that the hand of the princes and 
rulers hath been chief in this treſpaſs. | 

O hypocritical Fewws, did ye refuſe to ſuffer your 
Samaritan neighbours to join with you in building a 
lifeleſs houſe unto God, and do ye now join affinity 
with a more accurſed generation for the building of 
living houſes unto poſterity, for the pulling down of 
the lively houſe of God? 

How could Ezra hear this with his clothes, his hair, 
his beard untorn! What grief, what aſtoniſhment muſt 
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this news needs bring to a zealous heart ! And, were 
it not that the conſcience of his ſincere reſpect of 
God's glory relieved him, how could Ezra chuſe but 
\ repent him of his journey, and ſay, Am I come from 
Babylon to find Paganiſm in Judah? did I leave Per 
ſians to meet with Canaanites? what do I hear, if 
Feruſalem be removed? how much better were a 
clear captivity, than an idolatrous freedom? Wo js 
me, that having left many Jetoiſh hearts in Babylin, 
I now am forced to find Heathen blood in Feru/alem! : 
As a man diſtracted with ſorrow, Ezra fits down t 
upon the earth with his garments rent, with the hair MW | 
of his head and beard pluckt off, wringing his hands, 1 
l 


- knocking his breaſt, not moving from his place until 

the evening ſacrifice. It is hard to be too much af, 

fected with the public ſins of God's people. Thoſe 
- who find themſelves in the ſhip of God's church, can- d 

not but be much troubled with every dangerous leak MW t 

that it takes. Common caſes are not more neglectedby MW b 

the careleſs, than taken to heart by the wiſe and godly. M 

There, and thus, Ezra fits aftoniſhed until the even- » 

ning ſacrifice : others reſorted to him the while, even MW 6 

all that trembled at the words of the God of [/rael; MW « 
but to help on his ſorrow, not to relieve; neither doth d 

any man wiſh a mitigation of his own, or others grief. 

At laſt he riſes up from his heavineſs, and caſts him- tc 
ſelf upon his knees, and ſpreads out his hands unto WO r: 
- the Lord his God. Wherefore was all that penſive- I 

neſs, faiting, ſilence, tearing of hair and clothes, but I ar 
to ſerve as a meet preface to his prayers? wherein he MW ar 
ſo freely pours out his heart, as if it had been all di- 

ſolved into devotion ; profeſſing his ſhame to lift up MW ge 
his face towards the throne of God; confeſſing the MW m: 
iniquities of his people, which were increaſed over their I to 
heads, and grown up unto heaven; fetching their trel- IO fe: 


pais far, and charging them deep; feelingly acknow- IW th 
ledging the juſt hand that had followed them in all WO & 
1255 their 
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their judgments, and the juſt confuſion wherein they 
now ſtand before the face of their God. 

Tears and fighs, and grovellings, accompanied his 
prayers; the example and noife whereof drew //rael 
into a participation of this public mourning ; for the 
people wept very fore. How can they chuſe but think, 
If he thus lainent for us, how ſhould we grieve for 
ourſelves ! | 

All Jadah went away merrily with their fin, till 
this check of Ezra ; now they are afflicted. * Had not 
the hands of the peers been in this rreſpaſs, the peo- 
ple had not been guilty ; had not the cheeks of Ezra 
been firſt drenched with tears, the people had not 
been penitent. It cannot be ſpoken what power 
there is in a great example, whether to evil or good. 

Prayers and tears are nothing without endeavours. 
Shecamah, the ſon of Jehzel, puts the firſt life into 
this buſineſs. Having ſeconded the complaint of Ez7a, 
he now adds, Tet there is hope in Ifrael concerning 
this thing ; now therefore let us make a covenant with 
our God to put away all the wives, and ſuch as are 
born of them : ariſe, for this matter belongeth to thee, 
we alſo will be with thee ; be of good courage, and 
d it. 

When miſchief is once done, the chief care is, how 
to redreſs it. The beſt way of redreſs, is the delibe- 
rate undoing of that which we have raſhly committed. 
The ſureſt obligation to the undoing of an evil act, is 
an oath or covenant made with God, for the perform- 
ance, 

There is no man fo wiſe, but he may make uſe of 
good counſel; there is no man ſo forward, but he 
may abide ancitation. It is no {mall encouragement, 
to ſee an hearty aſſiſtance in an envious and difficult 
lervice. Then aroſe Ezra, and made the chief prieſts, 
the Levites, and all Iſrael, to ſcoear that they ſhould 
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It is half done that is thus aſſured. There was 
need of a ſtrong power to diſſolve a matrimonial, 
though inordinate love. Doubtleſs, theſe men had 
married out of affection; their hearts were no leſs ſet 
upon theſe wives, though heatheniſh, than if they 
had been of their own tribes ; neither were their chil- 
dren, thus begotten, leſs dear unto them, than if 
they had lain in Few:/b5 wombs. Nothing leſs than 
an oath of God therefore could quiet theſe paſſions; 
that is both required and taken. 

Now begins Ezra to conceive ſome hope of pre- 
ſent redreſs; the comfort whereof yet cannot turn 
oft his ſorrow for the offence paſſed. He neither eats 
bread nor drinks water, willingly puniſhing himſelf, 
becauſe Mael had finned. Now ſhall his country- 
men eaſily read in his face their own penance, and 
juſt humiliation, and fay, This man takes no joy in 
our ſufferings ; he would not ſmart thus for us, if he 
did not deſcry more danger towards us than we can 
apprehend. | 

' Proclamation is made through Judah and Feru- 
ſalem, under pain of forfeiture of ſubſtance, and ex- 
communication from God's people, that all the chil 
dren of the captivity ſhould gather - themſelves toge- 
ther unto Feruſalem. They are met accordingly; 
the courts of God's houſe are thronged with peni- 
rents, and now, as if the heavens would teach them 
what to do, the clouds rain down abundance of tears. 
What with thoſe ſad ſhowers, what with their in- 
ward remorſe, the people fit trembling in the open 
courts, and humbly wait for the reproof, for the ſen- 
tence of Ezra. He riſes up, and, with a fevere 
countenance, lays before them their ſin, their amends; 
the ſin of «their ſtrange wives, the amends of their 
confeſſion, of their feparation ; not ſparing to ſearch 
their wound, nor neglecting the meet plaiſter for 
their cure. 


The 
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The people, as willing to be healed, yield them- 
ſelves patiently to that rough hand, not ſhrinking at 
the pain, nor favouring the ſore ; As thou haſt ſaid, 
b muſt we do : only craving a fit proportion of time, 
and a due aſſiſtance for the diſpatch of ſo long and 
important a work. Ezra gladly hearkens to this, not 
ſo much requeſt, as counſel of 1/-ae/. The charge is 
divided to men and days; for two months ſpace the 
commiſſioners fit cloſe, and within that compaſs finiſh 
this buſineſs, not more thankleſs than neceſſary. 
Doubtleſs much variety of paſſion met with them in 
this buſy ſervice. Here you ſhould have ſeen an af- 
fectionate huſband bitterly weeping at the diſmiſhon 
of a loving wife, and drowning his laſt farewel in 
ſobs. There you might have ſeen a paſſionate wife, 
hanging upon the arms of her beloved huſband ; and 
on her knees conjuring him by her former vows, and 
the dear pledges of their loves, and proffering, with 
many tears, to redeem the loſs of her huſband with 
the change of herreligion. Here you might have ſeen 
the kindred and parents of the diſmiſſed, ſhutting up 
their denied ſuits with rage and threats; there the 
abandoned children kneeling to their ſeemingly cruel 
father, beſeeching him not to caſt off the fruit of his 
own loins, and expoſtulating what they have offend- 
ed in being his. The reſolved //-aelites muſt be deaf, 
or blind to theſe moving objects, and ſo far forget 
nature, as to put off part of themſelves. Perſonal 
inconveniences have reaſon to yield to public miſchiefs: 
long entertainment makes that fin hard to be eject- 
* whoſe firſt motions might have been repelled with 

e. 

Had not the prohibition of theſe marriages been 
expreſs, and their danger and miſchief palpable, the 
cre of their ſeparation had not bred ſo much tumult 
in {/rael. He, that ordained matrimony, had upon 
fearful curſes forbidden an unequal yoke with infidels. 

Beſides 
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had been tranflated to Jeruſalem, Jews had turned 


voured by the great king Artaxerxes; nothing coul 
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Beſides the marring of the church by the mixture of 
an unholy ſeed, religion ſuffered for the preſent, and 
all good hearts with it. Many tears, many ſacrifices, 
need to expiate fo foul an offence, and to ſet 1/rael 


All this while even theſe miſ-line Jetos were yet 
forward to build the temple. The worſt ſinners may 
yield an outward conformity to actions of piety, Es- 
ra hath done more ſervice in pulling down, than the M& 
Jews in building; without this act, the temple might 
have ſtood, religion muſt needs have fallen: Babel 


Gentiles, O happy endeavours of devout and holy 
Ezra; that hath at once reſtored Judah to God, and MI 


to itſelf! 1 
| 0 

ConTEM. 11. NEHEMIAU building the walls of Y 
| Jeruſalem. el 
Hirteen years were now paſſed ſince Ezra's go- 


ing up to Jeruſalem, when Nehemiah, the reli- 
gions courtier of Artaxerxes, inquires of rhe eſtate of 
his country, and brethren of Judea : he might well el 
find that holy ſcribe had not been idle. The com- 
miſſion of Artaxeræes had been improved by him to 
the utmoſt. Diſorders were reformed, but the walk 
lay waite : the temple was built, but the city was 
ruinous; and if ſome ſtreets were repaired, yet they 
ſtood unguarded, open to the mercy of an enemy, to 
the infeſtation of ill neighbourhood. Great bodies 
muſt have flow motions : as Jery/alem, ſo the church 
of God, whoſe type it was, muſt be finiſhed by let 
ſure. 
Nehemiah fat warm in the court at Shuſhan, fa. 


be wanting to him, whether for pleaſure or ſtate: 


what needed he to trouble his head with thoughts tor 
Feruſalen* 
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eruſalem? what if thoſe remote walls lay on heaps 
while himſelf dwelt fair? what if his far diſtant coun- 
rymen be deſpiſed. while himfelf is honoured by the 
great monarch of the world? 

It is not ſo eaſy for gracious diſpoſitions to turn off 
the public calamities of God's church: neither can 
they do other than loſe their private felicities, in the 
common diſtreſſes of the univerſal body. I fer- 
get thee, O Jeruſalem, let my right-hand forget 
her cunning : if I do not remember thee, let my tongue 
dave to the roof of my mouth. 

Many Fews went up from Babylon and Shuſhan to 
Jeruſalem, few ever returned voluntarily from their 
native home to the region of their captivity. Some 
occaſion drew Hanani, with certain others of Judah, 
to this voyage. Of them doth Nehemah carefully 
inquire the preſent condition of Jeruſalem. It was 
no news, that the people were aftlicted and reproach- 
ed, the walls broken down, the gates burnt with fire. 
Ever ſince the furious vaſtation of Nebuzaradan, that 
city knew not better terms. Seldom doth the ſpiri- 
tual Jeruſalem fare otherways, in reſpe& of outward 
eſtate, External glory and magnificence is an unſure 
note of the church. | 

Well had Nehemiah hoped, that the gracious edi& 
and beneficence of Darius, and the ſucceſſive patro- 
nage of his lord Artaxerxes, had, by the continuance 
of twenty years favour, advanced the ſtrength and 
glory of Feruſalem-: but now, finding the holy city 
to ly ſtill in the duſt of her confuſion, neglected of 
God, deſpiſed of men, he fits down and weeps, and 
mourns, and faſts, and prays to the God of heaven. 
How many ſaw thoſe ruins, and were little affected! 
he hears of them afar off, and is thus paſſionate. How 
many were, upon this ſight, affected with a fruitleſs 
ſorrow! his mourning is joined wich the endeayours 
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of redreſs. In vain is that grief, which hath no other 
end than itſelf, | 
Nehemiah is reſolved to knee] to the king his ma- 
ſter, for the repair of his Feru/alem : he dares not at. 
tempt the ſuit till he have begun with God. Thi 
good courtier knew well, that the hearts of theſe 
earthly kings are in the oyer-ruling hand of the King 
of heaven, to incline whither he pleaſeth. Our prayers 
are the only true means to make way for our ſucceſ, 
If in all our occaſions we do not begin with the fir 


mover, the courſe is prepoſterous, and commonly 


ſpeeds accordingly. 

Who dares cenſure the piety of courtiers, when he 
finds Nehemiah ſtanding before Artaxerxes? even 
the Perſian palace is not incapable of a faint. No 
man, that waits on the altar at Jeruſalem, can compare 
for zeal with him, that waits on the cup of a Pagan 
monarch. The mercies of God are unlimited to 
places, to callings. 5 

Thus armed with devotions, doth Nehemiah put 
himſelf into the preſence of his maſter Artaxerxes. 
His face was. overclouded with a deep ſadneſs, nei- 
ther was he willing to clear it. The king eaſily notes 
the diſparity of the countenance of the bearer, and 
the wine that he bears; and, in a gracious familiarity, 
alks the reaſon of ſuch unwonted change. How well 
it becomes the great to ſtoop unto a. courteous affabi- 
lity, and to exchange words of reſpect, eyen with their 
humble vaſlals ! 

Nehemiah had not been ſo long in the court, but 
he knew that princes like no other than cheerful at- 
- tendants; neither was he wont to bring any other face 
into that preſence, than ſmooth and ſmiling. 

Greatneſs uſes to be full of ſuſpicion, and, where it 
ſees a dejeftion and ſourneſs of the brows, is ready to 
apprehend ſome ſullen thoughts of diſcontentment, or, 
at the leaſt, conſtiues it for a diſreſpect to that ſove- 
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reignty, Whoſe beams ſhould be of power to diſperſe 
all our inward miſts. Even good manners forbid a 
man to preſs into the preſence of a prince, except he 
an either lay by theſe unpleaſing paſhons, or aide 
them: ſo had Nehemiah hitherto done. Now, he 
purpoſely ſuffers his ſorrow to look through his eyes, 
that it may work both inquiry and compaſſion fron 
his maſter ; neither doth he fail of his hopes in either : 
Why is thy countenance ſad, ſeeing thou art not 


fc? How ſenſible do we think the Father of mer- 


cies is of all our penſive thoughts, when an Heathen 
maſter is ſo tender of a ſervant's grief! How ready 
ſhould our rongues be to lay open our cares to the 
God of all comfort, when we ſee Nehemiah ſo quick 
in the expreſſions of his ſorrow to an uncertain car! 
Let the king live for ever: why ſhould not my 
auntenance be ſad, when the city, the place of 
my father's ſepulchres, lyeth waſte, and the gates 
thereof burnt with fire? Not without an humble 
preface doth Nehemiah. lay forth his grievance ; com- 
plaints have ever an unpleaſing harſhneſs in them, 
which muſt be taken off by ſome diſcreet inſinuation: 
although it could not but ſound well in the generous 
ar of Artaxerxes, that his ſervant was ſo caretul for 
the honour of his country, As nature hath made us 
al members of a community, and hath given us com- 
mon intereſts, ſo it is moſt pleaſing to us, to ſee thele 
public cares divide us from our own, 

The king eaſily deſcries a fecret ſupplication wrap- 
ed up in this moanful anſwer, which the modeſt ſuitor 
was afraid to diſcloſe; and therefore he helps that 
balbful motion into the light: For what doſt thou 
make requeſt? It is the praiſe of bounty to draw 
on the juſt petitions of fearful ſupplicants. 

Nebemiah dares not open his mouth to the king, 
ul his heart hath opened itſelf by a ſudden ejacula- 
Wn to his God: no buſineſs can be ſo haſty, but our 
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prayer may prevent it; the wings whereof are ſo 


nimble, that it can fly up to heaven, and ſolicit God, 


and bring down an anſwer, before ever our words 
need to come forth of our lips. In vain ſhall we hope 
that any deſign of ours can proſper, if we have not 
firſt ſent this meſſenger on our errand. 

After this ſilent and inſenſible preparation, Nebe. 
mah moves his ſuit to the king, not yet at once, but 
by meet degrees; firſt he craves leave for his jour- 
ney, and for building, then he craves aid for both; 
both are granted. Nehemiah departs furniſhed with 


letters to the governors for a convoy, With letters to 


the keeper of the king's foreſt with timber, not more 


full of deſire than hope. 
Whoever put his hand to any great work for the 


| behoof of God's church, without oppoſition ? As the 


walls of the temple found buſy enemies, ſo ſhall the 
walls of the city; and theſe ſo much more, as they 
promiſe more ſecurity and ſtrength ro Feru/alen, 
Sanballat the deputy- lieutenant of the Moabites, and 
Tobiah the like officer to the Ammonites, and Ge- 
ſhem to the Arabians, are galled with envy at the ar- 
rival of a man authorized to ſcek the welfare of the 
children of 1/rae/. 'T here cannot be a greater yexa- 
tion to wicked hearts, than to ſee the ſpiritual Jeriſa- 
lem in any likelihood of proſperity, Evil ſpirits and 
men need no other torment than their own deſpite. 
This wife courtier hath learned, that ſecrecy is the 
ſureſt way of apy important diſpatch, His errand 
could not but be known to the governors; their fur- 
therance was enjoined for the proviſion of materi 
als, elſe the walls of Jeriſalem had oyer-looked the 


firſt notice of their Heathen neighbours. Without any 


noiſe doth Nehemiah ariſe in the dead of night, and 
taking ſome few into his company, none into his 


council, he ſecretly rounds the decayed walls of Je 


ruſalem, and views the breaches, and obſerves the 
ö gates 
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gates, and returns home in ſilence, joying in himſelf 
to foreſee thoſe reparations, which none of the inha- 
bitants did once dream of. At laſt, when he had 
fully digeſted this great work in his own breaſt, he 
calls the rulers and citizens together; and having con- 
doled with them the common diſtreſs and reproach, 
he tells them of the hand of his God, which was good 
upon him, he ſhews them the gracious commiſſion of 
the king his maſter for that good work. They an- 
ſwer him with a zealous encouragement of each other, 
Let us riſe up and build. Such an hearty invi- 
tation, countenanced by authority, hath eaſily ſtrength- 
ened the hands of the multitude ; with what obfer- 
vance and dearneſs do they now look upon their un- 
expected patron! how do they honour him as a man 
ſent from heaven, for the welfare of Jeru/alem / 
Every man flies to his hod and trowel, and rejoices 
to ſecond fo noble a leader, in laying a ſtone in that 
wall of their common defence. 

Thoſe emulous neighbours of theirs, Sanballat, To- 
brah, Geſhem, the chief commanders of Moab, Am- 
mon, Arabia, have ſoon eſpied the firſt mortar that 
is laid upon that old foundation, Envy is uſually 
more quick-fighted than love: and now they ſcorn- 
fully apply themſelves to theſe deſpiſed Jes, and 
think to ſcoff them out of their work. The favour- 
ableſt perſecution of any good cauſe is the laſh of lewd 
tongues, Whither by bitter taunts or by ſcurrilous in- 
vectives; which it is as impoſſible to avoid, as ne- 
ceſſary to contemn. The barking of theſe dogs doth 
not hinder Nehem;ah from walking on his way, pro- 
feſſing his confidence in the God of heaven, whoſe 
work that was; he ſhakes off their impotent malice, 
and goes on cheerfully to build: every 1/raclite 
knows his ſtation. Eliaſbib the bigh priel. and the 
reſt of that ſacred tribe, put the firſt hand to this work; 
they build the ſneep· gate, and ſanctify it, and in i 
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all the reſt. As the firſt fruits of the field, fo the 


firſt ſtones of the wall are hallowed to God, by the 
conſecration of thoſe devout agents. That buſineſs is 


like to proſper which begins with God. 


No man was idle, no part was intermitted: all Je. 
ruſalem was at once encompaſſed with buſy labourers, 
It cannot be, but the joint endeavours of faithful 
hearts muſt raiſe the walls of the church. 

Now Sanballat, and his brethren, find ſome mat- 
ter to ſpend their ſcoffs upon; What do theſe feeble 
Jews? vill they fortify themſelves? will they ſa- 
crifice © wall. they mate an end in a day? will they 
revive the ſtones out of the heaps of rubbiſh which are 

How baſely do carnal minds think of the projedls, 
and actions of God's children! therefore vilifying them, 
becauſe they meaſure them by no other line than out- 
ward probability. O fooliſh Meabites'/ this work is 
God's, and therefore, in deſpite of all your tongues 
and hands, it ſhall proſper. He hears you whom ye 
have blaſphemed, and ſhall turn your reproach upon 
your own heads, 

And thou, proud Ammonite, that couldſt fay, If 
a fox go upon their ſtone-wall, he ſhall break it down, 
ſhalt well find, that all the wolviſh troops of your 
confederates ſhall not be able to remove one ſtone of 
this ſur fortification; while Moab and Ammon repine 
and bluſter in vain, this wall ſhall riſe, and, when 
Mcab and Ammon ſhall ly in the duſt, this wall ſhall 
ſtand. The mortar, that hath been tempered wich ſo 
many. prayers, cannot but out-laſt all the flints and 
marbles of human confidence. | 
Now the growth of this wall hath turned the mirth 
of the adverfaries into rage: theſe Moabites, An- 
monites, Arabians, Aſgdodites, conſpire all together to 
fight againſt Jeruſalem, and, while the mortar is yet 
grecn, to demoliſh thoſe envied heaps, * 
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What hath this city offended, in deſiring to be defen- 
ced? what wrong could it be to wiſh a freedom from 
wrongs ?. were this people ſo mighty, that there could 
be danger in overpowering their neighbours, or in 
reſiſting a common ſovereign, there might have ap- 
peared ſome colour for this hoſtile oppoſion : bur, 
alas! what could a deſpiſed handful do to the preju- 
dice of either? It is quarrel enough to Jeruſalem, that 
it would not be miſerable. | 
Neither is it otherways with the head of theſe hel- 
liſh complices ; there needs no other cauſe of his ut- 
moſt fury, than to ſee a poor ſoul ſtruggling to get 
out of the reach of his tyranny. So do favage beaſts 
briſtle up themſelves, and make the moſt fierce aſ- 
faults, when they are in danger. of loſing the prey, 
which they had once ſeized on. | 

In the mean while, what doth Nehemiah with his 
Jews for their common ſafety ? they pray and watch; 
they pray unto God, they watch againit the enemy. 

Thus, thus ſhall we happily prevail againſt thoſe 
ſpiritual wickedneſſes which war againſt our ſouls. 
No evil can ſurpriſe us, if we watch; no evil can 
hurt us, if we pray. This is the victory that over- 
comes the world, even our faith. 

There was need of a continued vigilancy ; the e- 
nemy was not more malicious, than ſubtile, and had 
laid, They ſhall not know, neither ſee, till we come in 
the midſt among ſt them, and flay them. Open force 
Is not ſo dangerous as cloſe diſſimulation; they meant 
to ſeem Jews, while they were Moabites and Ammon- 
es, and in the clothes of brethren purpoſed to hide 
murderers. Never is Satan ſo preyalent, as when 
he comes transformed into an angel of light. 

It was a merciful providence of God, that made 
theſe mens tongues the blabs of their own counſel. 
Many a fearful deſign had proſpered, if WO 

cou 
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could have been filent. Warning is a lawful guard 
to a wiſe adverſary : now doth Nehemiah arm his peo- 
ple, and, for the time, changes their trowels into 
ſwords, and ſpears, and bows, raiſing up their cou- 
rage with a vehement exhortation, to remember the n 
Lord, which is great and terrible, and to fight fir p 
their brethren, their ſons, their daughters, their wives, la 
and their houſes. Nothing can fo hearten us to the / 
encountering of any evil, as the remembrance of that th 
infinite Power and Wiſdom, which can either avert, MW th 
or mitigate, or ſanctify it. We could nor faint, if we MI tn 
did not forget God. 2 0 

Neceſſity urges a man to fight for himſelf; love pe 
enables his hand to fight for thoſe which challenge a M Ge 


part in him. Where love meets with neceſſity, there W tn 
can want no endeavour of victory. Neceflity can t% 
make even cowards valiant ; love makes the valiant MW jo: 
unreſiſtible. Nehemiah doth not therefore perſuade ¶ quit 

_ theſe Fews to fight for themſelves, but for theirs. WM ma: 
The judgment of the intereſt, and danger, cannot WI the 
but quicken the dulleſt ſpirits. ple, 
Diſcovered counſels are already prevented. Theſe Jud 

elve 


ſerpents die by being firſt ſeen; When the enenies 
heard that it was known unto us, they let fall their It 
plot. Could we deſcry the enterpriſes of Satan, that W; 
tempter would return aſhamed. 0 

It is a ſafe point of wiſdom to carry a jealous eye e. 
over thoſe whom we have once found hollow, and ty te 
hoſtile. From that time forth Nehemiah divided the life : 
taſk betwixt the trowel and the ſword, ſo diſpolng force 
of every Iſraelite, that while one hand was a maſon AI 
the other was a ſoldier: one is for work, the other re. 
for defence. O lively image of the church milirant 
wherein every one labours weaponed; wherein there 
is neither an idle ſoldier, nor a ſecure workman : eve 
ry one ſo builds, as that he is ready to ward temp! 


tions; every one ſo wields the ſword of the ſpirit to Vo 
defence 
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defence, that withal he builds up himſelf in his moſt 
holy faith : here is neither a fruitleſs yalour, nor an 
unſafe diligence. f 5 

But, what can our weapons avail us, if there be 
not means to warn us of an enemy? without a trum- 
pet, we are armed in vain, The work is great and 
large, and we are 4 N upen the wall, one far 
from another. Yea, ſo far as the utmoſt bounds of 
the earth, are we ſeparated one from another, u 
the walls of the ſpiritual Jeruſalem; only the ſacred 
trumpets of God call us, who are diſtant in place, to 
2 combination in profeſſion : and who are thoſe trum- 
pets, but the public meſfengers*of God, of whom 
God hath ſaid; , the walchmen ſee the feword 
rome, and blow not the trumpet, and the people 
be not warned, if the fword come, and take any per- 
fin from among them, he is taten away in his ini- 
quity, but his blood will I require at the watch- 
man's hand. Wo be to us, if we ſound not, if 
the ſound we give be uncertain ;* wo be to our peo- 
ple, if, when we premoniſh them of enemies, of 
eſe MF judgments, they fir ſtill unmoved, not buckling them- 
nies WM {elves to a reſiſtance, to a prevention. 
heir It is a mutual aid, to which theſe trumpets invite 
hat us; we might fight apart, without the ſignals of war; 

| It what place ye hear the found of the trumpet, 

eel ert ye thither unto us. There can be no fafe- 
and ty to the church, but where every man thinks his 
the lie and welfare conſiſts in his fellows. Conjoined 
torces may proſper ; ſingle oppoſicions are deſperate. 
A1 hearts and hands mult meet in the common quar- 
rel, 
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ConTEM, III. NEHEMIAH redreſſing the extor. 
tion of the Jews. 


WITH what difficulty do theſe miſerable Jews 
ſettle in their Jeruſalem the fear of foreign 
enemies doth not more ajllict them than the extortion 
of their own: dearth is added unto war. Miſeries 
do not ſtay for a mannerly ſuccęſſion to each other, 
but, in a rude importunity, throng in at once. Ba. 
bel may be built with eaſe; but whoſoever goes about 
to raiſe the walls of God's city, ſhall have his hands 
full, The incurſion of public enemies may be pre- 
vented with vigilancy and power; bur there is no de- 
fence againſt the ſecret grips of oppreſſion. 

There is no remedy ; the Fews are lo taken up with 
their trowel and ſword, for the time, that they can- 
not attend their trades; ſo as, while the wall did rife, 
their eſtates muſt needs impair. Even in the cheapeſt 
ſeaſon, they muſt needs be poor, chat earned nothing 

but the public ſafety; how much more in common 


ſcarcity ? Their houſes, lands, vineyards, are there- 


fore mortgaged, yea, their very ſkins are fold, for 
corn to their brethren : neceſſity forces them to {ell 
that, which it was cruelty to buy. What will we 
not, what muſt we not part with, for life? The cove- 
tous rulers did not conſider the occaſions of this want, 
but the advantage. Sometimes a bargain may be as 
unmerciful as a robbery. Charity muſt be the rule of 
all contracts, the violation whereof, whether in the 
matter or the price, cannot but be ſinful. 

There could not be a juſter ground of expoſtuſt:- 
ori, than this of the opprefſed Jews ; Our fleſo is 
as the fleſh of our brethren, our children as their 
children; and lo, we bring into bondage our ſons 
and our daughters. While there is no difference 
in nature, why ſhould there be ſuch an injurious diſ- 
Proportion in condition? even the fame flesh . 
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bear a juſt inequality; ſome may be rulers, while o- 
thers are ſubjects; ſome wealthy, others poor: but, 
why thoſe wealthy rulers ſhould tyrannize over thoſe 
poor inferiors, and turn brotherhood into bondage, 
no reaſon can be given, but lawleſs ambition, It 
there were one fleſh of pecrs, another of peaſants, 
there ſhould be fome colour for the proud impoſitions 
of the great, as, becauſe the fleſh of beaſts is in à Jow- 
er rank than ours, we kill, we deyour it at pleaſure: 
bur now, ſince the large body of mankind conſiſts of 
the ſame fleth, why ſhould the hand ſtrike the foot ? 
and if one fleſh may challenge meet reſpects from us, 
how much more one ſpirit? The ſpirit is more no- 
ble, than the fleſh js baſe; the fleſh is dead, without 
the ſpirit; the ſpirit, without the fleſh, active and im- 
mortal. Our ſoul, though ſhapeleſs and immaterial, 

more apparently one than the fleſh; and if the uni: 


ty of our human fpirit call us to a mutual care ani 


tenderneſs, in our carriage each to other, how much 
more of the divine? by that we are men, by this we 
are Chriſtiaas. As the ſou] animates us to a natural 
life, ſo doth God's ſpirit animate the foul to an hea- 
renly, which is ſo one, that it cannot be divided. 
How ſhould that one {pirit cauſe us fo far to forget all 
natural and civil differences, as not to contemn, not 
w oppreſs any whom it informeth? they are not 
Chriſtians, not men, that can enjoy the miſeries of 
heir brethren, whether in the fleth or ſpirit, 

Good Nehemiah cannot chuſe but be much moved 
at the barbarous extortion of the people; and now, 
like an impartial governor, he rebukes the rulers and 
nobles, whoſe hand was thus bloody with oppreſſion. 
As of fiſhes, ſo of men, the leſſer are a prey to the 
great. It is an ill uſe made of power, w. hen the 
weight of it ſerves only to cruſh the weak. There 
vere no living amongſt men, 1.* | not God ordained 
higher than the higheſt ; and yer higher than they. 

M m m 2 Eminency 
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Eminency of place cannot be better improved, than b 
by taking down mighty offenders. 0 
If nobility do embaſe itſelf to any foul fin, it is ſo 
much more worthy of coertion, by how much the WF | 
perſon is of greater mark. p 
The juſtice of this reproof could not but ſhame im- þ: 
pudence itſelf: We, after our ability, have redzem- o 
ed our brethren the Jews -which were ſold to the d 
Heathen, and will you fell your brethren, or ſhall ea 
they be fold to 4s* Shall they find at home that MW be 
yoke of bondage which they had put off abroad? WM Fe 
while they are ſtill Jews, ſhall we turn Aſyrians? ſw 
if they muſt be ſlaves, why not rather to enemies MW « 


than to brethren ? how much more tolerable were a of 


foreign ſervitude, than a domeſtical. Be aſhamed, O th 
ye nobles of //7ae/, to renew Babylon in Jeruſalem. WM hi 
I maryel not, if the offenders be ſtricken dumb with ſo in 
unanſwerable an expoſtulation. Guiltineſs and con- on 
fuſion have ſtopped their mouths. ph 

Many of thoſe who have not had grace enough to W we 
refrain fin, yet are not fo utterly void of grace as to WF pr 
maintain fin. Our after-wits are able to diſcern a kind 
of | unreaſonableneſs- in thoſe wicked actions, which WO rel 
the firſt appearance repreſents unto us plauſible. Gain W thr 
leads in fin, but ſhame follows it out. There are M wit 
| thoſe that are bold and witty to bear out commodious W fan 
or pleaſant evils; neither could theſe Jewiſh enormi- MW ger 
ries have wanted ſome colours of defence: their ſtock gra 
was their own, which might have been otherways W Go 
improved to no leſs profit. The offer, the ſuit af ſuff 
theſe barFains, was from the ſellers : theſe eſcheats 
fell into their hands unſought; neither did their con- 
tract cauſe rhe need of their brethren, but relieve it: 
but their conſcience will not bear this plea. I know 
yot whether the maintenance of the leaſt evil be not 
worſe than the c@nmiſhon of the greateſt : this = 


” 
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be of frailty, that argues obſtinacy. There is hope 
of that man that can bluſh, and be ſilent. 

After the conviction of the fact, it is ſeaſonable for 
Nehemiah to perſuade reformation, No oratory is ſo 
powerful, as that of mildneſs; efpecially when we 
have to do with thoſe, who, either through ſtomach, 
or greatneſs, may not endure a rough reproof. The 
drops that fall eaſily upon the corn, ripen and fill the 
ear; but the ſtormy ſhowers, that fall with violence, 
beat down the ſtalks flat to the earth, and lay whole 
felds, without hope of recovery. Who can reſiſt this 
ſweet and ſovereign reprehenſion; Ought ye not to 
walk in the fear of our God, becauſe of the reproach 
of the Heathen, our enemies? Did we dwell alone in 
the midſt of the earth, yet the fear of our God 
ſhould over-awe our ways; but now, that we dwell 
in the midſt of our enemies, whoſe eyes are bent up- 
on all our actions, whoſe tongues are as ready to blaſ- 
pheme God, as we to offend him, how carefully ſhould 
we avoid thoſe fins, which may draw ſhame upon our 
profeſſion ! | 

Now the ſcandal is worſe than the fact; thus ſhall 
religion ſuffer more from the Heathen, than our bre- 
thren do from us. If juſtice, if charity cannot ſway 
with us, yet let the ſcornful inſultations of the pro- 
fan? Gentiles fright us from theſe preſſures. No in- 


genuous diſpoſition can be fo tender of his own diſ- 


grace, as tlie true Mraelite is of the reproach of his 
God: what is it that he will not rather refrain, do, 
ſuifer, than that glorious name ſhall hazard a blemiſh? 
They cannot want outward retentives from fin, that 
lye either among friends or enemies; if friends, they 
may not be grieved ; if enemies, they may not be pro- 
voked. Thoſe that would live well, muſt ſtand in 
awe of all eyes; even thoſe that are without the 
church, yet may not be without regard. No 122 
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ſon can be fo contemptible, as that his cenſure ſhould 


be contemned. | 
In diſſuading from fin, reaſon ' itſelf cannot prevail 


more. than example. I liteways, and my brethren, 


and my ſervants, might exact of them money and corn; 


but from the time that I was appointed to the charge 
of Judah, I and my brethren have not eaten the bread 
of the governor. He ſhall never rule well, that doth 
all that he may: it is not ſafe for either part, that 
a prince ſhould live at the height of his power; and 
if the greateſt abate of their right, is it for inferiors 
to extort? Had Nehemiah aimed at his own great- 
neſs, no man could have had fairer pretences for his 
gain. | 
' The former governors, that were before him, were 
chargeable unto the people, and had taken of them bread 
and wine, befides forty fhekels of fikver. His foot had 
not firſt trod in this commodious path; it was beaten 
by the ſteps of his predeceſſors; neither did any of 
them walk beſides it. However it might be envious 
to raiſe new taxations, yet to continue thoſe he found 
unrepined at, had been out of the reach of exception. 
A good governor looks not ſo much what hath been 
done, as what ſhould be: precedents are not the rule 
whereby he rules, but juſtice, but piety. So did nt 
I, becauſe of the fear of the Lord. Laws are not a 
ſtraiter curb to ſubjects, than conſcience is to good 
Princes. 5 | 
They dare not do what they cannot do charitably. 
What advantage can they think it, to be from under 
the controlment of men, when the God of heaven 
notes, and puniſhes their offences? Mhoſo walketh 
by this rule, can neither err nor miſcarry. It is no 
truſting to the external remedies of ſin; either they 
are not always preſent, or, if preſent, not powerful 
enough: but if the fear of God have once taken up 
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the heart, it goes ever with us, and is ſtrong enough 
t0 over-maſter the forcibleſt temptation. 

Therefore muſt theſe Jews follow this example of 
Nehemiah, becauſe he followed not the example of 


his predeceſſors ; becauſe he left their evil, they muſt 


imitate his good. In vain ſhall rulers adviſe againſt 
their own practice; when they lead the way, they 
may well challenge to be followed. Seldom hath it 
been ever ſcen, that great perſons have not been ſe- 
conded in evil: why ſhould not their power ſerve to 
make partners of their virtues ? 

Thus well did it ſpeed with Nehemiah : his merci- 
ful carriage, and zealous ſuit, have drawn the rulers 
to a promiſe of reſtitution; We will reſtore them, 


and will require nothing of them, ſo will we do as thou 


Jayt. 

It is no ſmall advantage that theſe nobles muſt. fore- 
70 in their releaſes: there cannot be a better ſign of 
a ſound amendment, than that we can be content to 
be loſers by our repentance. - Many formal peni- 
tears have yielded to part with ſo much of their fin, 
3 may abate nothing of their profit: as if theſe ru- 
lers ſhould have been willing to reſtore the perſons, 
but withal ſhould have ſtood ſtiffly to require their 


| ſums: this whining and partial ſatisfaction had been 


thankleſs. True remorſe enlargeth the heart, and 
openeth the hand, to a bountiful redemption of our 
errors, 

Good purpoſes do too often cool in time, and ya- 
ſh ir to a _carelefs forgetfulneſs: Nehemiah feared 
this iſſue of theſe holy reſolutions; and therefore he 
proſecutes them in their firſt heat, not leaving theſe 
promiſes, till he had ſecured them with an oath; the 
prieſts are called for, that in their mouths the adjura- 
ton may be more ſolemn and facred. It is the beſt 
point of wiſdom, to take the ſirſt opportunity of ſixing 


good 
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good motions, which otherways are of themſelyeg \ 
light and flighry. To make all yet more ſure, their bon 
oaths are croſs-barred with his execration: 4/6 1 WM ul! 
ſhook my lap, and ſaid, Ss God ſhake out every man gal 
from his houſe, and from his labour, that performeth Jer, 
not this promiſe, even thus be he ſhaken out, and emp- WM bop 
tied; and all the congregation ſaid, Amen. A pro- neff 
miſe, an oath, a curſe, are paſſed upon this act; now, Wruf 
no Iſraelite dares faulter in the execution. When we Wd t. 
have a fin in chaſe, it is good to follow it home, not Mtetu 
ſlackening our purſuit, till we have fully prevailed ; MW nv 
and when it is once fallen under our hands, we cau- Wl ind 
not kill it too much. | | nter 
Now Nehemiah having thus happily delivered his ¶ Mou 
people from a domeſtical captivity, commends his ſer- but! 
vice to the gracious remuneration of the Almighty ; Wnuc! 
Think upon me, my God, for good, according to all that WM fuer. 
I have done for this people; therefore doth he refuſe ¶ lf 
the bread of the governor, that he may receive the Wn tr 
reward of the Governor of heaven. Had he taken a W 
temporary recompenſe, both he and it had been for- W rea 
gotten; now he hath made an happy change for eter- W vth 
nity. Not that he pleads his merit, but ſues for mer- ¶ yher 
cy; neither doth he pray to be remembered for his} ten, 
work, but according to his work. z bel; 
Our good deeds, as they;are well accepted of God, 

ſo they ſhall not go, unrewarded ; and what God wil 
give, why may not we crave? Doubtleſs, as we 
may offer up our honeſt obedience unto God, fo we 
may expect and beg his promiſed retributious; not 
out of a proud conceit of the worth of our earnings, 
who, at the beſt, are no other than unprofitable ſer- 
vants, but out of a faithful dependence upon his pat 
of bounty, who cannot be leſs than his word. O God, 
if we do ought that is good, it is thine act, and nog the je 
ours; crown thine own work in us, and take thou power 
the glory of thine own mercies. Vo 
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While Nehemiah is buſy in reforming abuſes at 
home, the enemy is plotting againſt him abroad; Sar- 
bullat, and Tobiah, and Geſbem the Arabian, conſpire 
zainſt his life, and, in him, againſt the peace of 
Feruſalem. What open hoſtiliry could not do, they 
hope to effect by prerence of treaties : four ſeveral 
neſſages call Nehemiah to a friendly meeting. Diſ- 
ruſt is a ſure guard. The wiſe governor hath learn- 
ed to ſuſpect the hollow favours of an enemy, and to 
teturn them with ſafe and juſt excuſes: I cannot come 
nun; why ſhould the work ceaſe, while I leave it, 
and come down to you? I do not hear him fay, You 
ntend miſchief to me, I will not come forth to you, 
though this were the proper cauſe of his forbearance; 
but he turns them off with an anſwer, that had as 
nuch truth as reſervedneſs. Fraud is the fitlieſt au- 
lwered with ſubtilty. Even innocency is allowed a 
lawful craft; that man is in an ill caſe, that conceals 
to truth from an adverſary. 

What entreaties cannot do, ſhall be attempted by 
threats ; Sanballat's ſervant comes now the fifth time 
th an open letter, importing dangerous intimations, 
wherein is written, It is reported among the Hea- 
then, and Gaſhmu ſaith it, that the Jews think to re- 
bel; for which cauſe thou builde}t the wall that thou 
ka)/t be their king. It is reported: and what falſhood 
my not plead this warrant ? what can be more lying 
an report? Among the Heathen : and who is more 
ethnic then Sanballat? what Pagan can be worſe 
dan a mongrel..idolater? And Gaſhmu /aith it, Aſk 
ny fellow alſo; this Arabian was one of thoſe three 
leads of all the hoſtile comdination, againſt Jeruſa- 
em, againſt Nehemiah. It would be wide with inno- 
tence, if enemies might be allowed to accuſe. That 
lle Jews think to rebel: a ſtale ſuggeſtion, but once 
powerful ; malice hath learned to miſcal all actions; 

Vol. II, . where 
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where the hands cannot be taxed, very thoughts are 
prejudged: For which cauſe thou buildeſt the wall, 
that thou mayſt be their king. He was never a true 
Iſraelite, that hath not paſled ſpiteful flanders and 
miſconſtructions. Artaxerxes knew his ſervant too 


well, to believe any rumour that ſhould have been 


ſo ſhameleſs. The ambition of Nehemiah was well 
known to reach only to the cup, not to the ſceptre 
of his ſovereign ; and yet, to make up a ſound tale, 
Prophets are ſuborned to preach, There 1s a king in 
Judah; as if that loyal governor had corrupted the 
pulpits alſo, and had taught them the language of 
treaſon. 

But what of all this? what if ſome falſe tongue 
have whiſpered ſuch idle tales? it is not ſaſe for thee, 


O Nehemiah, to contemn report: perhaps this news | 


{hall fly to the court, and work thee a deadly diſplea- 
ſure, ere thou canſt know thyſelf traduced ; come 
therefore, and let us take counſel rogether. Surely 
that man cannot be ſparing of any thing, that 1s pro- 
digal of his reputation. If ought under heaven can 
fetch Nehemiah out of his hold, it is the care of his 
fame. But that wary-governor ſees a net ſpread near 
unto this ſtall; and therefore keeps aloof, not with- 
out contempt of thoſe fly devices: There are no ſuch 
things done as thou ſayſt, but thou feignſt them out of 
thine gm heart. Some imputations are beſt anſwer— 
ed with a neglective denial. It falls out often, that 
plain dealing puts craft out of countenance. 

Since neither force nor fraud can kill Nehemiah, 
they will now try to draw him into a fin, and there- 
by into a reproach : O God, that any prophet's rongue 
ſhould be mercenary ! Shemariah the ſeer is hired by 
Tobrah and Sanballat, to affright the governor with 
the noiſe of his intended murder, and to adviſe him, for 
ſhelter, to fly to the forbidden refuge of the temple: 


A 
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The colour was fair. Violence is meant to thy per- 
ſon; no place but one can promiſe thee ſafety; the 
city hath as yet no gates: come, therefore, and ſhut 
thyſelf up in the temple, there only ſhalt thou be free 
from all aſſaults. 

And what if Nehemiah had hearkened to this coun- 
ſel? fin and ſhame had followed: that holy place was. 
for none but perſons ſacred, ſuch as were privileged 
by blood and function; others ſhould preſume and 
offend in entering: and now what would tile people 
ſay? What ſhall become of us, while our governor 
hides his head for fear? where ſhall we find a temple 
to ſecure us? what do we depending upon a coward- 
ly leader? | 

Well did Nehemiah forecaſt theſe circumſtances, 
both of act and event; and therefore, reſolving to diſ- 
truſt a prophet that perſuaded him ro the violation of 
a law, he rejects the motion with ſcorn; Should ſuch 
a man as 1 fly? ſhould I go into the temple to ſave my 
life? I will not go. It is fit for great perſons to ſtand 
upon the honour of their places ; their very ſtations 
ſhould put thoſe ſpirits into them, that ſhould make 
them hate to ſtoop unto baſe conditions. 

Had God ſent this meſſage, we know he hath 
power to diſpenſe with his own laws; but well might 
the contradiction of a law argue the mefage not ſent 
of God: God, as he is one, ſo doth he perfectly agree 
with himſelf, If any private ſpirit crols a written 
word, let him be accurſed. 


Cox TE. Iv. AHaSUERUS feaſting, —VaSHTI 


caſt off, —ESTHER choſen. 


HAT bounds can be fer to human ambition? 
Ahaſuerus, that is Xerxes the ſon of Darius, 
8 already the king of an hundred and ſeven and twen- 
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ty provinces, and now is ready to fight for more, 
He hath newly fubdued Egypt, and is now addreſſing 
himſelf for the conqueſt of Greece. He cannot hope 
ever to ſee all the land that he poſſeſſeth, and yet he 
cannot be quiet while he hears of more. Leſs than 
two ells of earth ſhall ere long ſerve him, whom, for 
the time, à whole world ſhall ſcarce fatisfy ; in vain 
ſhall a man ſtrive to have that which he cannot enjoy, 
and to enjoy ought by mere relation: it is a windy 
happineſs. that is ſought in the exaggeration of thele 
titles which are taken upon others credit, without the 
ſenſe of the owner. Nothing can fill the heart of 
man, but he that made it. 

This great monarch, partly in triumph of the great 
victories that he hath lately won in Egypt, and partly 


for the animation of his princes and foldiers to his fu- 


ture exploits, makes a feaſt like himſelf, royal and 
magnificent. 

What is greatneſs, if it be not ſhewed? and where- 
in can greatneſs be better thown, than in the achieve- 
ments of war, and the entertainments of peace! 

All other feiſts were but hunger to this of Ahaſue- 
pus, whether we regard the number of gueſts, or the 
largeneſs of preparation, or continuance of time, 
During the ſpace of 2 whole half year, all the tables 
were ſumptuouſly furniſhed for all comers, from India 
to Ethiopia, a world of meat; every meal was fo ſet 


on, as if it ſhould have been the laſt: yet all this 


long feaſt hath an end, and all this glory is ſhut up 
in forgetfulneſs, - What is Ahaſuerus the better, that 
his peers then ſaid, he was incomparably great ? what 
are his peers the better, that they were feaſted ? Hap- 
Py is he that eats bread, and drinks ney wine in the 
kingdom of God; this banquet is for eternity, with» 
out intromiſſion, without ſatiety! 

What variety of habits, of languages, of manners, 
met at the boards of A aſuerus? what ne of 
| | 3388 range 
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ſtrange gueſts was there now to 9Shuſban? And, leſt 
the glory of this great king might ſeem, like ſome 
coarſe picture, only fair afar off, after the princes and 
nobles of the remote provinces ; all the people of Shu- 


ſhan are entertained for ſeven days, with equal pomp 


and ſtare. The ſpacious court of the palace is turn- 
ed into a royal hall, the walls are of rich hangings, the 
pillars of marble, the beds of filver and gold, the 
pavement of prophyry, curiouſly checkered; the wine 
and the veſſels ſtrove whether ſhould be the richer, 
no men drunk in worſe than gold ; and, while the me- 
tal was the ſame, the form of each cup was diverſe. 
The attendance was anſwerable to the cheer, and the 
freedom matched both: here was no compulſion, ei- 
ther to the meaſure or quality of the draught; ever 
man's rule was his own choice. Who can but bluſh 
to ſee forced healths in Chriſtian banquets, when the 
civility of very Pagans commands liberty ? 

cannot but envy the modeſty of heathen dames; 
Vaſhti tile queen, and her ladies, with all the ſeveral 
ranks of that ſex, feaſt apart, entertaining each other 
with a baſhful courteſy, without wantonneſs, without 
that wild ſcurrility which uſeth to haunt promiſcuous 
meetings. O ſhameful unchaſtity of thoſe looſe Chri- 
ſtians, who muſt feed their luſt, while they fill their 
bellies, and think the feaſt imperfect, where they 
may not ſatiate their eye no leſs than palate ! 

The laſt day of this pompous feaſt is now come. 
King Ahaſuerus is ſo much more cheerful, by how 
much his gueſts are nearer to their diſmiſſion. Every 
one 18 wont to cloſe up his courteſy with ſo much more 
paſſion, as the laſt acts uſe to make the deeper impreſ- 
hon. And now, that he might at once amaze, and en- 
dear the beholders, Va/hti the queen, in all her roy- 
alty, is called for: her fight ſhall ſhut up the feaſt, 
chat the princes and people may ſay, How happy is 


king 
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king Ahaſuzrus, not ſo much in this greatneſs, as in 


that beauty ! 
Seven officers of the chamber are ſent to carry the 


- meſſage, to attend her entrance, and are returned 


with a denial : perhaps Va/hti thought, What means 


this uncouth motion? more than ſix months hath this 


feaſt continued ; and, all this while, we have enjoyed 


the wonred liberty of our ſex. Were the king {till 


himſelf, this command could not be ſent; it is the 
wine, and not he, that is guilty of this errand: is it 
for me to humour him in ſo vain a deſire? will it a- 
gree with our modeſt reſervedneſs, to offer ourſelyes 
to be gazed at by millions of eyes? who knows what 
wanton attempts may follow upon this ungoverned ex- 
ceſs? This very meſſage argues, that wit and reaſon 
have yielded their places to that beſotting liquor. No- 
thing but abſence can ſecure us from ſome unbeſeem- 
ing proffer ; neither doubt I, but the king, when he 
returns to himſelf, will give me thanks for fo wiſe a 
forbearance. 

Thus, upon the conceit, as is likely, that her pre- 
ſence would be either needleſs or unſafe, Vaſt: re- 
fuſeth to come ; although, perhaps, her great ſpirit 
thought much to receive a command from the hand 
of officers. 

The blood, that is once inflamed with wine, is apt 
to boil with rage; Ahaſuerus is very wroth with this 
indign repulſe. It was the oſtentation of his glory and 
might that he affected before theſe princes, peers, 
people; and now that ſcems eclipſed, in the ſhutting 
up of all his magnificence, with the diſgraceful affront 
of a woman. Ir vexes him to think that thoſe nobles, 
whom he meant to ſend away aſtoniſhed with the ad- 
miration of his power and majeſty, ſhould now ſa) 
What boots it, Ahaſuerus, to rule afar off, when he 
cannot command at home? in yain doth he boalt to 


govern kings, while he is checked by a mar” 
What⸗ 
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Whatever were the intentions of Fa/bti, ſurely her 
diſobedience was inexcuſable. It is not for a good 
wife to judge of her husband's will, but to execute it; 
neither wit nor ſtomach may carry her into a curious 
inquiſition into the reaſons of an enjoined charge, much 
Jeſs to a reſiſtance; but, in a hood-winked ſimplicity, 
ſhe muſt follow, whither ſhe is led, as one that holds 
her chief praiſe to conſiſt in ſubjection. 

Where ſhould the perfection of wiſdom dwell, if not 
in the courts of great princes? or what can the trea- 
ſures of monarchs purchaſe more invaluably precious, 
than learned and judicious attendance? or who can be 
ſo fit for honour as the wiſeſt? 

I doubt how Ahaſuerus could have been ſo great, 
if his throne had not been {till compaſſed with them 
that knew the times, and underſtood the law and judg- 
ment. Theſe were his oracles in all his doubts, theſe 
are now conſulted in this difficulty; neither muſt their 
advice be ſecretly whiſpered in the king's ear, but 
publicly delivered in the audience of all the princes. 
It is a perilous way that theſe ſages are called to go, 
betwixt an husband and wife, eſpecially of ſuch power 
and eminency : yet Memucan tears not to paſs a heavy 
ſentence againſt queen Va/htr; Vaſhti the queen hath 
not done wrong to the king only, but alſo to all the prin- 
ces, and all the people, that are in all the provinces of 
the king Ahaſuerus. A deep and fore crimination ; 
injuries are ſo much more intolerable, as they are di- 
lated unto more ; thoſe offences, which are of narrow 
extent, may receive an eaſy ſatisfaction; the amends 
are not poſſible, where the wrong is univerſal : For 
this deed of the . queen ſhall come abroad to all women, 
fo that they ſhall deſpiſe their husbands in their eyes. 
ladeed fo public a fact muſt needs fly; that concourſe 
gave fit opportunity to diffuſe it all the world over. 
The examples of the great are cafily drawn into rules. 


Bad 
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Bad leſſons are apt to be taken out; as honour, ſo con- 
tempt, falls down from the head to the ſkirts, neyer 
aſcends from the ſkirts to the head, 

Theſe wiſe men are ſo much the more ſenſible of 
this danger, as they ſaw it more likely the cafe might 
prove their own. Likeways ſhall the ladies of Perſa 
and Media , ſay this day unto all the kings and princes, 

The firſt precedents of evil muſt be carefully avoided, 
If we care to keep a conſtant order in good, prudence 
cannot better beſtir itſelf, than in keeping miſchief 
from home. | 

The foundation of this doom of Memucan is not 


laid ſo deep for nothing. If it pleaſe the king, lt 


there go a royal commandment from him, and let it be 
written among, the laws of the Perſians and Medians, 
that it be not altered, that Vaſhti come no more before 
Ahaſuerus ; and let the king give her royal eſtate to an- 
other that is better than ſhe. How bold a word was 
this, and how hazardous! had Ahaſuerus more loved 
the beauty of Vaſbti than his honour, Memucan had 
ſpoken againſt his own life. Howſoever, a queen of 
ſo great ſpirit, could not want ſtrength of fayour and 
faction in the Perſian court, which could not but take 
fire at ſo deſperate a motion. Faithful ſtateſmen, o- 
verlookiag private reſpects, muſt bend their eyes upon 
public dangers, labouring .to prevent a common miſ- 
chief, though with the adventure of their own. Na- 
ture had taught theſe Pagans the neceſſity of a fe- 
male ſubjection, and the hate and ſcorn of a proud dil 


obedience. They have unlearned the very dictates of 


nature, that can abide the head to be ſet below the 
1 | 
I cannot ſay but Vaſhti was worthy of a ſharp cen- 
ſure; I cannot ſay ſhe was worthy a repudiation. 
Tbis plaiſter drew too hard: it was but Heathen ju- 
ſtice to puniſh the wife's diſobedience, in one indiffe- 
rent act, with a' divorce, Nothing but the —_—_ 
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of the marriage bed can] either break, or untie the 
knot of marriage. Had the not been a queen, had 
not that contemptuous act been public, the ſentence 
had not been ſo hard; now the puniſhment muſt be ex- 
emplary, leſt the fin ſhould be ſo. Many a one had 
ſmarted leſs, if their perſons, if their place had been 
. . | 

The king, the princes approve this heavy judg- 
ment of Memucan : it is not in the power of the fair 
fice of Va/htt to warrant her ſtomach. No doubt ma- 
ny meſſages paſſed ere the rigour of this execution. 
That great heart knows nat to relent, but will rather 
break, than yield to an humble deprecation. When 
the ſtone and the ſteel meet, fire is ſtricken :' it is a 
{oft anſwer that appeaſeth wrath. Vaſbti is caſt off. 
Letters are ſent from the king, into all his provinces, 
to command that every man ſhould rule at home: the 
court affords them an awful pattern of authority. 
Had not Abaſuerus doted much npon FVaſpti's beau- 
ty, he had not called her forth, at the feaft, to be won- 
ered at by his peers and people; yet now he ſo feels 
the wound of his reputation, that he forgets he eyer 
felt any, wound of his affection. Even the greateſt 
lore may be oyerſtrained : . it is nor ſafe preſuming 
upon the deepeſt aſſurances of dearneſs. There is no 
heart that may not be eſtranged. It is not poſſible 
that great princes ſhould want ſoothing up in all their 
nclinations, in all their actions. While Ahaſuerus is 
following the chace of his ambition, in the wars of 
breece, his followers are providing for his luſt at home. 
Nothing could ſound more pleaſing to a carnal ear, 
than that all the fair young virgins, throughout all his 
dominions, ſhould be gathered into his palace at Shu- 
ſhan, for his aſſay and choice. The decree is ſoon 
publiſhed : the charge is committed to Hege, the 
king's chamberlain, both of their purification and or- 
laments, 1 
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What ftrife, what emulation was now amongſt all 
the Perſian damſels, that either were, or thought them- 
ſelves fair? Every one hopes to be a queen, and ſees 
no reaſon why any other ſhould be thought more ex- 
cellent. How happy were we, if we could be fo am- 
bitious of our eſpouſals to the King of heaven? 

Amongſt all this throng of virgins, God hath pro- 
vided a wife for Ahaſuerus, having determined his 
choice, where moſt advantage ſhall riſe to his forlorn 
people. | 

The Jews were miſerably ſcattered over the world, 
in that woful deportation under Feconiah ; ſcarce an 
handful of them returned to Feru/alem, the reſt re- 
main ſtill diſperſed, where they may but have leave 
ro live. There are many thoufands of them turned 
over, with the Babylonian monarchy, to the Perfuan: 
amongſt the reſt was Mordecai the fon of Jarr, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, a man of no mean note or ability, 
who, living in $hu/ban, had brought up Hadaſſab, or 
Eſther, his uncle's daughter, in a liberal fathion: it 
was happy for this orphan, that, in a region of cap- 
tivity, he light into ſuch good hands. Her wiſe kinſ- 
man finds it fit, that her breeding and habit ſhould be 
Perſian- like: in outward and civil forms, there was 
nb need to vary from the Heathen; her religion mult 
be her own; the reſt was fo altogether theirs, that 
her very nation was not diſcerned. 

The fame God, that had given incomparable beauty 
to this Jeweſ5, gave her alſo favour in the eyes of H- 
ge, the keeper of the women: ſhe is not only taken 
into the Perſſian court, as one of the ſelected virgins, 
but obferved with more than ordinary reſpett ; all ne- 
ceffaries for her ſpeedy purification are brought to her; 
ſeven maids are allowed for her attendance, and the 
beſt and moſt honourable place in that ſeraglio is al 
lotted to her: as if this great officer had defigned Ne! 


tor a queen, before the choice of his maſter. 
: | What 
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What ſtrange preparation was here for the impure 
bed of an Heathen? every virgin muſt be ſix months 
purified with the oil of myrrh, and fix other months 
perfumed with {ſweet odours, beſides thoſe ſpecial re- 
ceipts that were allowed to each, upon their own e- 
lection. O God, what care, what colt is requiſite to 
that foul which ſhould be addreſſed a fit bride tor thine 
own holy and glorious Majeſty ! 

When we have ſcoured ourſelves with the moit 
cleanſing oil of our repentance, and have perfumed 
ourſelves with thy beſt graces, and our perfecteſt o- 
bedience, it 1s the only praiſe of thy mercy, that we 
may be accepted. | 

The other virgins paſſed their probation unregard- 
ed. When Eſther's turn came, though ſhe required 
nothing, but took what was given her; though the 
aſfected nothing, but brought that face, that demea- 
nour which nature had caſt upon her, no eye ſees her 
without admiration : the king takes ſuch pleaſure in 
her beauty, that, contemning all the other vulgar 
forms, his choice is fully fixed upon her. All things 
muſt proſper, where God hath intended the ſucceſ 
The moſt wile providence of the Almighty ferches 
his projects from far: the preſervation and advantage 
of his own people is in hand; for the contriving of 
this, Faſhti ſhall be abandoned, the virgins ſhall be 


| choſen ; Eſther only ſhall pleaſe Abaſuerus, Mordeca: 


ſhall diſpleaſe Hanan ; Haman's ruin hall raiſe Mor- 
decai. The purpoſes of God cannot be judged by 
his remote actions; only the accompliſhment ſhews his 
deſigns; in the mean-time, it pleaſeth him to look an- 


other way than he moves, and to work his own ends 


by arbitrary and unlikely accidents. 

None but Eber ſhall ſuccecd Faſbti, ſhe only 
carries the heart of Ahaſuerus from all her ſex; the 
royal crown 1s ſet upon her head; and as Va/btr was 
caſt of at a feaſt, fo with a ſolemn feaſt ſhall Ether 
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be eſpouſed: here wanted no triumph to expreſs the 
joy of this great bridegroom, and, that the world might 
witneſs he could be no leis loving than ſevere, all his 
provinces ſhall feel the pleaſure of this happy match, 
in their immunities, in their rich gifts. | 
With what envious eyes do we think Vati looked 
upon her glorious rival! how doth ſhe now, though 
too late, ſecretly chide her peeviſh will, that had thus 
ſtript her of her royal crown, and made way for a 
more happy ſucceſſor ! Little did ſhe think her refu- 
- fal could have had ſo heinous a conſtruction ; little 
did ſhe fear, that one word, perhaps not ill meant, 
ſhould have forfeited her huſband, her crown, and 
all that ſhe was. Whoſo is not wiſe enough to fore- 
caſt the danger of an offence, or indiſcretion, may 
have leiſure enough of an unſeaſonable repentance. 
Thar mind is truly great and noble that 1s not chan- 
ged with the higheſt proſperity ; queen Ether cannot 
forget her couſin Mordeca: ; no pomp can make her 
flight the charge of fo dear a kinſman : in all her roy- 
alty ſhe caſts her, eye upon him amongſt the throng of 
beholders, but ſhe muſt not know him; her obedience 
keeps her in awe, and will not ſuſſer her to draw him 
up with her, to the participation of her hononr: it 
troubles her not a little to forbear this duty, but ſhe 
muſt ; it is enough for her, that Mordecai hath com- 
manded her not to be known, who, or whoſe ſhe 
Was. 35 | 
Perhaps the wife Few feared, that, while her ho- 
nour was yet green and unſettled, the notice of het 
nation, and tlie name of a deſpiſed captive, might be 
ſome blemiſh to her in that proud court, when as at. 
terwards, upon the merit of her carriage, and the full 
poſſeſſion of all hearts, her name might dignify her 
nation, ard countermand all reproaches. —_ 
Merdecai was an officet in the court of Abaſuerus, 
his ſervice called him daily to attend in the big bu 
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much better might he, being a Few, ſerve a Pagan 


maſter, than his foſter-daughter might aſcend to a. 


Pagan's bed, 

i the neceſſity or convenience of his occaſions cal- 
led him to ſerve, his piety and religion called him to 
faithfulneſs in his ſervice: two of the king's chamber- 
lains, Brgthan and Tereſh, conſpire againſt the life of 
their ſovereign. No greatneſs can ſecure from treach- 
ery or violence: he that ruled over millions of men, 
through an hundred and ſeven and twenty provinces, 


cannot aſſure himſelf from the hand of a villain ; he, 


that had the power of other mens lives, is in danger 
of his own. Happy is that man that is once poflefſ- 
ed of a crown incorruptible, unfadable, reſerved for 
him in heaven: no force, no treaſon can reach thi- 
ther; there can be no peril of either violence, or for- 
feiture there. e 
The likelieſt defence of the perſon of any prince, 
is the fidelity of his attendants: Mardecai over-hears 
the whiſpering of theſe wicked conſpirators, and re- 
veals it ro Eſt her; the (as glad of ſuch an opportunity 
to commend unto Ahaſuerus the loyalty of him whom 
ſhe durſt but ſecretly honour) reveals it to the king: 
the circumſtances are examined, the plot is diſcover- 
ed, the traitors executed, the ſervice recorded in the 
Perſian annals. A good, foundation is thus laid for 
Mordecat's advancement, which yet is not over-haſten- 
ed on either part; worthy diſpoſitions labour only to 
deſerye well, leaving the care of their remuneration 
to them whom it concerns: it is fit that God's leiſure 
ſhould be attended in all his deſignments. The hour 
is ſet, when Mordecai ſhall be raiſed : if in the mean- 
time there be an intervention, not only of neglect, 
but of fears and dangers, all theſe ſhall make his ho- 
nours ſo much more ſweet, more precious. | 
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ConTEM. vo HAMAN diiſreſpected by Motny- 
Cal;—MorDECA's meſſage to ESTHER, 


Eſides the charge of his office, the care of H.. 


her's proſperity calls Mordecai to the king's gate, 
and fixes him there: with what inward contentment did 
he think of his ſo royal pupil! Here I fit among my 
fellows; little doth the world think that mine adopted 
child fits in the throne of Perſia, that the great em- 
preſs of the world owes herſelf to me: I might have 
more honour, I could not have fo much ſecret com- 
fort, if all Shu/han knew what intereſt I have in queen 
Eſther. 

While his heart is taken up with theſe thoughts, who 
ſhould come Tuffling by him, but the new-raifed favou- 
rite of king Ahaſuerus, Haman the ſon of Hammedatha 
the Agagite“ him hath the great king unexpettedly 
advanced, and ſet his feat above all the princes that 
were with him. The gracious reſpects of princes are 
not always led by merit, but by their own will, which 
is ever affected to be ſo much the freer, as themſclves 
would be held more great. | 

When the ſun ſhines upon the dial, every paſſen- 
ger will be looking at it; there needed no command 
of reverence, wliere Ahaſuerus was pleaſed to coun- 
tenance; all knees will bow alone, even to forbidden 
idols of bonour, how much more where royal autho- 
rity enjoins obeiſance! All the ſervants, all the ſub- 
jects of king Ahaſuerus, are willingly proſtrate before 
this great minion of their ſovereign; only Mordeca: 
ſtands ſtiff, as if he ſaw nothing more than a man in 
that proud -Agagite. | 

They are not obſerved that do as the moſt, but if 
any one man ſhall vary from the multitude, all eyes 
are turned upon him: Mordecai's fellow-officers note 
this palpable irreverence, and expoſtulate it; Ws) 
tranſgreſſeſt thou the king's commandments * W 
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eſt chou not how far this affront reacheth? it is not 
the perſon of Haman whom thou refuſeſt to adore, 
but the king in him: neither do we regard ſo much 
the man, as the command; let him be never ſo vile 
whom the king bids to be honoured, with what ſafety 
can a ſubject examine the charge, or reſiſt it? his un- 
worthineſs cannot diſpenſe with our loyalty. 

What a dangerous wilfulneſs ſhould it be to incur 
the forfeiture of thy place, of thy life, for a courteſy ? 
If thou wilt not bow with others, expect to ſuffer a- 
lone; perhaps they thought this omiſſion was un- 
heedy, in a cafe of ignorance or incogitancy ; it was a 
friendly oſſice to admonith ; the ſight of the error had 
been the remedy. 

Mordecai hears their challenge, their advice, and 
thinks good to anſwer both with ſilence, as willing 
they ſhould imagine his inflexibleneſs proceeded from 
a reſolution, and that refolution upon ſome ſecret 
grounds, which he needed not impart ; at laſt, yet he 
imparts thus much, Let it ſuffice that I am a Few, 
and Haman an Amalekite, 

After a- private expoſtulation, the continuance of 
that open neglect is conſtrued for a ſullen obſtinacy ; 
and now the monitors themſelves grow ſenſible of the 
contempt: men are commonly impatient to loſe the 
thank of tlieir endeavours, and are prone to hate 
whom they cannot reform. Partly cherofore to pick 
a thank, and partly to revenge this contumacy, theſe 
officers turn informers againſt Mordecai, neither meant 
to make the matter fairer than it was; they tell Ha- 
man, how proud and ſtubborn a J7eto ſar amongſt them; 
how ill they could brook fo fancy an atfront to be of- 
tered to his greatneſs; how ſeriouſly they had expo- 
ſtulated, how ſtomachfully the offender perſiſted, and 
beſeech him that he would be pleaſed, in his next 
paſſage, to caſt ſome glances that way, and but ob- 
erve the faſhion of that intolerable infoleney. 


The 
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The proud Agagite cannot long endure the very 
expectation of ſuch an indignity : on purpoſe doth he 
ſtalk thither, with higher than his ordinary ſteps, ſnuf- 
fing up the air as hg goes, and would ſee the man that 
durſt deny reverence to the greateſt prince of Perſia, 

Mordecai holds his old poſture, only he is ſo much 
more careleſs, as he ſees Haman more diſdainful and 
imperious ; neither of them goes about to hide his paſ- 
ſion; one looked, as if he had faid, I hate the pride of 
Haman ; the other looked, as if he had ſaid, I will 
plague the contempt of Mardecai. How did the eyes 
of Haman ſparkle with fury, and as it were, dart out 
deadly beams in the face of that deſpiteful 7e] how 
did he ſwell with indignation, and then again wax 
pale with anger | ſhortly; his very brow and his mo- 
tion bade Mordecai look for the utmoſt of revenge. 


Mordecai foreſees his danger, and contemns it; no 


frowns, no threats can ſupple thoſe joints: he may 
break, he will not bow. | 
What ſhall we fay then to this obfirmed reſolution 
of Mordecai? what is it, what can it be, that ſo ſtifl- 
ens the knees of Mordecai, that death is more eaſy to 
him than their incurvation ? Certainly, if mere civi- 
lity were in queſtion, this wilful irreverence to fo great 
a peer could not paſs without the juſt cenſure of a rude 
perverſeneſs. It is religion that forbids this obeiſance, 
and tells him, that ſuch courteſy could not be free 
from ſin; whether it were, that more than human ho- 
nour was required to this new-erected image of the 
great king, as the Perſians were ever wont to be no- 
ted for too much laviſhneſs in theſe courtly devotions, 
or whether it were, that the ancient curſe, wherewith 
God had branded the blood and ſtock of Haman, made 
it unlawful for an Hraelite to give him any obſervance: 
for the Amalekites, of whoſe royal line Haman was 
deſcended, were the nation, with which God had 


{worn perpetual hoſtility, and whoſe memory * had 
| ralt- 
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Tf ſtraitly charged his people to root out from under hea- 


5 yen; how may 1, thinks he, adore where God com- 
mands me to deteſt ? how may I profeſs reſpect, where 


| God profefſeth enmiry ? how may I contribute to the 
me eſtabliſnment of that ſeed upon earth, which God 


ch hath charged to be pulled up from under heaven? 
nd Outward actions of indifferency, when once they are 
w felt to trench upon the conſcience, lay deep obligati- 
" ons upon the foul, even while they are moſt ſlighted 
&y by careleſs hearts, | | 
45 In what a flame of wrath doth Haman live this 
w while? wherewith he could not but have confumed 
— bis own heart, had he not given vent to that rage in 
ay his aſſured purpoſes of revenge. Great mens anger is 
40 like to themſelves, ſtrong, fierce, ambitious, of an ex- 
a eeſſire ſatisfaction. Haman ſcorns to take up with the 
was blood of Mordecai, this were but a vulgar amends; 
"a poor men can kill where they hate, and expiate their 
25 own wrong with the life of a ſingle enemy. Hamans 
1. fury ſhall fly an higher pitch, millions of throats are 
1 few enough to bleed for this offence : it is a Jew that 
=y hath deſpited him; the whole nation of the Fervs 
_ ſhall periſh for the ſtomach of this one. The mdnar- 
= chy of the world was now in the hand of the Per/ran ; 
fag a. Judea was within this compals, fo there was ſcarce 


a Jew upon earth without the verge of the Perfian 
= dominions : the generation, rhe name {hall now die at 
once; neither ſhall there be any memory of them but 


= this, There was a people, which having been famous 
4 through the world for three thouſand four hundred 
ith and fourſcore years, were, in a moment, extin&t by 
* the power of Haman, for default of a courteſy. 

ce: Perhaps that hereditary grudge and old antipathy, 
= that was betwixt Yael and Anale, ſtuck Rill in the 


nad heart of this Agagite; he might know that God had 
had commanded 7/rae/ to root out Amalek from under 
alt- heaven; and now therefore an Amaletite ſhall be 
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ready to take this advantage againſt //rae/, It is ex- 
treme injuſtice to dilate the puniſhment beyond the 
offence, and to enwrap thouſands of innocents within 
the treſpaſs of one. How many that were yet un- 
born, when Haman was unſaiuted, muſt rue the fad 
they lived not to know | How many millions of Jews 
were then living, that knew nor .there was a Morde- 
car! all of them are fetched into one condition, and 
muſt ſuffer, ere they can know their offence. O the 
infinite diſtance betwixt the unjuſt cruelty of men, 
and the juſt mercies of the Almighty ! Even Cataphas 
himſelf could ſay, It 7s better that one man die, 
than that all the people ſhould periſh; and here 
Haman can ſay, It is better that all the people ſhould 
periſh,” than that one man ſhould die. Thy mercy, 
O God, by the willing death of one that had not 
fioned, bath defrayed the juſt death of a world of 
finners | while the injurious rigour of a man, for the 
ſuppoſed fault of one, would deſtroy a whole nation 
that had not offended. It is true, that, by the fin of 
one, death reigned over all; but it was, becauſe all 
ſinned in that one; had not all men been in Adam, 
all had not fallen in him, all had not died in him; it 
was not the man, but mankind that fell into fin, and 
by ſin into death. No man can complain of puniſh- 
ment, while no man can exempt himſelf from the 
tranſgreſſion. Unmerciful Haman would have im- 
brued his hands in that blood, which he could not but 
confeſs innocent, 

It is a rare thing, if the height of favour cauſe not 
preſumption ; ſuch is Haman's greatneſs, that he takes 
his deſign for granted, ere it can receive a motion: 
the fitteſt days for this great maſſacre ate determined 
by the lots of their common divination ; according 
whereunto, Haman chuſeth the hour of this bloody 
ſuit;-and now, waited on by opportunity, he adreſ- 
eth himſelf to king Ahoſuerus : There is a mm 
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people ſcattered abroad, and diſperſed among the peo- 
ple, in all the provinces of the kingdom, and their 
laws are diverſe from all people; neither keep they 
the king's laws, therefore it is nat for the king's 
profit to ſuffer them; if it pleaſe the king, let it be 
written that they may be deſtroyed, and I will pay 
ten thouſand talents of ſilver into the hands of the of- 


ficers, With what cunning hath this man couch- 


ed his malice? he doth not fay, There is a Jew 
that hath affronted me, let me be avenged of his 
nation; this rancour was too monſtrous to be con- 
feſſed; perhaps this ſuggeſtion might have bred in 
the mind of Ahaſuerus a conceir of Hamgn's ill na- 
ture, and intolerable immanity: but his pretences 
are plauſible, and ſuch as drive at no other than 
the public good: every word hath its infinuation, 
It is a ſcattered people : were the nation entire, their 
maintenance could not but ftand with the kins*s ho- 
our; but now ſince they are but ſtragglers, as their 
lols would be inſenſible, fo their continuance and 
mixture cannot but be prejudicial: it was not the fault, 
it was the miſery of theſe poor Jews that they were 
diſperſed, and now their diſperſion is made an argu- 
ment of their extirpation; therefore muſt they be 
deſtroyed from the earth, becauſe they were ſcatter- 
ed over the earth. As good, fo evils draw on each 
other; that which ſhould plead ſor pity in the well- 
affeed, is a motive to cruelty in ſavage minds. Sel- 
dom ever hath. extremity of miſchief ſeized, where 
afier atliitions have not been billered before. 

All faithful Jews had wont to fay unto God, Have 
mercy upon us, O God; and fave us, for our ſou! 
w full of contempt, and we are ſcattered amongſt 
the Heathen ; and here this enemy can ſay of 
them to Abaſuerus, Deſtroy them, for they are 
ſeattered ; root them out, for they are contemned. 
How much better is it to fall into the hands of God, 
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than of men, ſince that which whets the {word of 
works cot1miſeration in the Almighty ? beſides the 
diſſipation of the perſons, Their laws are diverse 
from all people. All other people live by thy 
laws, they only by their own : and how can this ſin- 
gularity of their faſhions but breed diſorder and in- 
Lgnvenience? Did they live in ſome corner of the 
earth apart, the difference in religion and government 
could not import much; now, that they are diſperſed 
amongſt. all thy ſubjects, what do theſe uncouth forms 
of theirs but teach all the world to be irregular? why 
ſhould they live under thy protection, that will not be 
governed by thy laws? re 
Wicked Haman.! what were the laws of Mael, but a 
the laws of God? if this be a quarrel, what ſhall the 
death of the Jews be other than martyrdom ? ra 
The dixverſity of judgment and practice from the I 
reſt of the world, hath been an old and envious impu- | 
tation caſt upon God's church. What if we be ſingled he 
from others, while we walk with God? In matters 


lawful, arbitrary, indifferent, wiſdom teacheth us to W 
conform ourſelves to all others; but where God hath pr 
laid a ſpecial impoſition upon us, we muſt either.vary W no 


or ſin. The greateſt glory of 1/rae! was their laws, de 
wherein they as far exceeded all other nations, as heaven MW ne 
is above earth; yet here their laws are quarrelled, and fit, 
are made the inducements of their deſtruction. It is eat 
not poſſible that the church of God ſhould eſcape per- W no 
ſecution, while that which it hath good is maligaed, MW n0 
while that offends which makes it happy. col 

Yet that they have laws of their own were not ſo FW in 
unſufferable, if withal they did obſerve thine, O king; nu 
but theſe Jews, as they are unconformable, fo the) is 
are ſeditious: They keep not the 12 lau. WW arc 
Thou flandereſt, Haman ; they could not keep their . wh 


own laws, if they kept not the king's; for their Jaws WW wit 
call them to obedience unto their ſorereigns, and 2 lis 
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judge hell to the rebellious. In all thoſe hundred 


and ſeven and twenty provinces, king Ahaſuerus hath 
no ſubjefts but them; they obey out of conſcience, 
others out of fear: why are they charged with that, 
which they do moſt abhor ? what can be the ground 
of this crimination ? Ahaſuerus commanded all knees 
to bow to Haman ; a Few only refuſes. Malicious Ha- 
man ! he that refuſed ro bow unto thee, had ſuffici- 
ently approved his loyalty to Ahafuerus ; Ahaſuerus 
had not been, if Moardecai had not been a good ſub- 
jet, Hath the king no laws, but what concern thine 
adoration * Set aſide religion, (wherein the Few is 
ready to preſent, if not active, yet paſſive obedience) 
and name that Pegſian law which a Few dares break. 

As I never yet read or heard of a conſcionable / 
raelite, that hath not paſſed under this calumniation, ſo 
I cannot yield him a true 1/rae/ite that deſerves it. 
In yain doth he profeſs to acknowledge a God in 
heaven, that denies homage to his deputy. on earth. 

It is not. for the king's profit to ſuffer them. 
Wordly hearts are not led by good or evil, but by 
profit or loſs; neither have they grace to know, that 
nothing is profitable but what is honeſt, nothing fo 
deſperately incommodious as wickedneſs; they muit 
needs offend by rule, that meaſure all things by pro- 
fit, and meaſure profit by their imagination. How 
eaſy is it to ſuggeſt ſtrange untraths, when there is 
no body to give an anſwer ? Falſe Haman, how is it 


not for the king's profit to ſuffer the Fews ? if thou 


conſtrue this profit for honour, the king's honour is 
in the multitude of ſubjects; and what people more 
numerous than they? if for gain, the king's profit 
is in the largeneſs of his tributes; and what people 
are more deep in their, payments? if for ſervice, 


vat people are more officious ? How can it ſtand 


vith the king's profit to bereave himſelf of ſubjects, 
his ſubjects of their lives, his exchequer of their tri- 
8 butes, 
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butes, his ſtare of their defence ? He is a weak poli. 
tician that knows not to gild over the worſt project, 
with a pretence of public utility. No name under 
heaven hath made ſo many fools, ſo many villains, a; 
this of profit. | 

L.aſtly, as Ahaſuerus reaps nothing but diſproſit by 
the lives of the Jews, ſo he ſhall reap no ſmall profi 
by their deaths: I will pay ten thouſand talents of 
fulver to the king's treaſury for this execution. If re- 
venge were not very ſweet to the malicious man, | 
he could not be content to purchaſe it at ſo high a rate, W nu 
How do we fee daily, that the thirſt hereof carries Wl the 
men to a riotous prodigality of eſtate, body, foul! I rg 
Cruel Haman, if thou couldſt have ſwimmed in a ten 
whole ſea of Jewiſh blood, if thou couldſt have raiſed WM bar 
mountains of their carcaſes, if thou couldſt have made ¶ ject 
all Perſia thy ſhambles,” who would have given thee Wl perf 
one farthing for all thoſe piles of fleſh, for all thoſe MI lity, 
ſtreams of blood? yea, who. would not rather have Wl The 
been at charge for the avoiding of the annoyances of Wl Shu: 
thoſe ſlaughtered bodies, which thou offereſt to buy at Wl grea 
ten thouſand talents ? It were an happy thing, if charity W hear 


could enlarge itſelf bur fo much as malice ; if the pre- Vi 
ſervation of mankind could be ſo much beholden to our ¶ gogu 
bounty, as the deſtruction. al r 


Now when all theſe are laid together, the baſeneſs WE they 
and diſperſedneſs of the people, the diverſity of the conjc 
laws, the irregulatity of their government, the re- what 
bellion of their practice, the inconvenience of their WM that 
toleration, the gain of their extirpation ; what could WF what 
the wit or art of man devife more inſinuative, more he fe 
likely to perſuade ? How could it be, but Ahaſuerw at 
muſt needs think, (ſince he could not ſuſpect the 
ground of this ſuit) what a zealous patriot have I rat. 
ſed, that can be content to buy off the incommodit) 
of the ſtate at his own charge! how worthy is he 


rather of the aid both of my power and purſe A my 
85 bou 
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ſhould I be fee'd to eaſe my kingdoms of rebels! 
The ſilver is given to thee, the people alſo, to do with 
them as ſeemeth good to thee. Without all delay, the 
ſecretaries are called to write the warrants, the king's 
ring is given to ſeal them, the poſts are ſent out to 
carry them into all provinces. The day is fer wherein 
all Jews, of all ages, of both ſexes, through the 
hundred and ſeven and twenty proviaces of the king, 
ſhall be ſacrificed to the wrath of Haman. | 

In all the carriage of Ahaſuerus, who ſees not too 
much headineſs of paſſion ? FVaſhti is caſt off for a trifle, 
the Jews are given to the ſlaughter for nothing; his 
rage in the one, his favour in the other, is too impo- 
tent, , He is not a worſe husband than a king: the 
bare word of Haman is enough to kill ſo many ſub- 
jets, No diſpoſition can be more dangerous in great 
perſons, than violence of affection mixed with credu- 
ty. O the ſeeming inequality of human conditions! 
The king and Haman ſat down to drink, but the city of 
dhuſhan wwas perplexed. It is a woful thing to lee 
great ones quaff the tears of the oppreſſed, and to 
hear them make muſic of ſhrieks, 

With what lamentation do we think all the ſyna- 
zopues of Jetos, through the world, received this fa- 
al meſſage of their proclaimed deſtruction! how do 
they bemoan themſelves each ro other ! how do their 
conjoined cries fill heaven and earth! But above all, 
what ſackloth and aſhes could ſuffice woful Mordecat, 
that found in himſelf the occaſion of all this laughter ! 
What ſoul could be capable of more bitterneſs than 
he felt! While he could not but think, Wretched man 
mat I am! it is I that have brought all this calamity 
upon my nation; it is I that have been the ruin of 
my people! wo is me, that ever I put myſelf into 
ne court, into the ſervice of a Pagan | how unhappy 
ws I to caſt myſelf into theſe ſtraits, that I mutt ei- 

| | ther 
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ther honour. an Agagite, or draw vengeance upon 
Iſrael! yet, how could I imagine, that the flame of 
- Haman's rage would have broken ont fo far might 
that revenge have determined in my blood, how hap- 
py ſhould I have been! now, I have brought death 
upon many thouſands of innocents, that cannot know 
wherefore they die. Why did I not hide myſelf n. 
ther from the place of that proud Amaletite? why 
did I ſtand out in conteſtation with fo over-powerfu| 
an enemy? Alas, no man of J/rae! ſhall ſo much ag 
hve to curfe me, only mine enemies ſhall record my 
name with 1gnominy, and fay, Mordecai was the bane 
of his nation! O that my zeal ſhould have reſerved 
me for ſo heavy a ſervice! Where now are thoſe yain 
ambitions, wherewith I pleaſed myſelf in this great 
match of Eſther? how fondly did I hope, by this un- 
due means, to raiſe myſelf and my people! yea, is 
not this carnal preſumption the quarrel that God hath 
againſt me? do I not therefore ſmart from theſe Pa- 
gans, for that ] ſecretly afiected this uncircumciſed al- 
| Hance? Howſover it be, yet, O God, what have thy 
people done! O let it be thy juſt mercy, that I may 
perith alone ! 

In theſe fad thoughts did Mordecai ſpend his heart, 
while he walked mournfully in ſackcloth before that 
gate wherein be was wont co fit : now his habit bars 


his approach, no ſackcloth might come within the 


court. Lo, that which is welcomeſt in the court of 
heaven, is here excluded from the preſence of this 
earthly royalty: A ' broken and a contrite heart, C God, 
thou wilt nat deſpiſe. © ö 

Neither did it a little add to the ſorrow of Morde- 
cai, to hear the bitter inſultations of his former mol 
tors: Did we not adviſe thee better! did vue Ka 
fore-admoniſy thee of thy danger: fee now the iff 
of thine obſtinacy: now ſee, what it is for thine 


earthen pitcher to knock with braſs, Now, my 
the 
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the man that would needs conteſt with Haman ? haſt 
thou not now brought thy maters ro a fair pals? thy 
ſtomach had long owed thee a ſpire, and now it hath 
paid thee : who can piry thy wiltulneſs? ſince thou 
wouldſt needs deride our counſel, we will take leave 
to laugh at thy ſackcloth. Nothing but ſcorns, and 
eriefs, and terrors, preſent themſelves to miſerable Mor- 
decai, All the external buſſets of adverſaries were 
fight, to the wounds that he hath made, and felt in 
his own heart. 

The perpetual intelligences, that were cloſely held 
betwixt Efher and Mordecai, could not ſuffer his pub- 
lic ſorrow to be long concealed from her. The news 
of his ſackcloth afflicts her, ere ſhe can ſuſpect the 
cauſe ; her crown doth but clog her head, while ſhe 
hears of his aſhes. True friendſhip transforms us in- 


to the condition of thoſe we love; and, if it cannot 


raiſe them to our cheerfulneſs, draws us down to their 
dejection. Fain would ſhe uncaſe her foſter- father of 
theſe mouruful weeds, and change his ſackcloth for 
tiſſue; that yet, at leaſt, his clothes might not hinder 
his _ to her preſence, for the free opening of his 
gnels. | RISES Ba 
It is but a light ſorrow that abides to take in out- 
ward comforts: Mordecai refuſes that kind offer, and 
would have Eſther ſee that his affliction was ſuch, as. 
that he might well reſolve to put off his ſackcloth and 
his {kiri at once; that he muſt mourn to death, rather 
than ſee her face-to live. | 


The good queen is aſtoniſhed with this conſtant hu- 


miliation of ſo dear a friend; and now ſhe ſends Ha- 
fach, a truſty, though a Pagan attendant, to enquire 
into the occaſion of this ſo irremediable heavineſs. It 
ſhould ſeem Eher inquired not greatly into matters 
of ſtate; that, which perplexed all Shuſban, was not 
yet known to her : her followers, not knowing her 
to be a Jeweſ5, conceived not how the news might 
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concern her, and therefore had forborn the relation, 
Mordecai firſt informs her, by her meſſenger, of the 
decree that was gone out againſt all her nation, of the 
day wherein they muſt all prepare to -bleed, of the 
ſum which Haman had proftered for their- heads, and 
delivers the copy of that bloody edit, charging her 
now, if ever, to beſtir herſelf, and to improve all her 
lov; all her power, with king Ahaſuerus, in a ſpeedy 
and humble ſupplication for the ſaving of the life, not 

of himfelf, fo much as of her people. 
It was tidings able to confound a weak heart; and 
her's ſo much the more, as ſhe could apprehend no- 
thing but impoſſibility of redreſs. She needs but to 
ut Mordecai in mind of that, which all the king's 
ſervants and ſubjects knew well enough, that the Per- 
/ian law made it no leſs than death, for whomſoever, 
man or woman, that ſhould preſs into the inner court 
of the king, uncalled. Nothing, but the royal ſceptre 
extended, could keep that preſumptuous offender from 
the, grave. For ber, thirty days were now paſſed, 
ſiuce ſhe was called in to the king; an intermiſhon, 
that might be juſtly ſaſpicious, whether the heat of 
his firſt affection were thus ſoon, of itſelf, allayed to- 
wards her; or whether ſome ſuggeſtions of a ſecret 
enemy, perhaps his Agagite, might have fer him off; 
or whether ſome more pleaſing object may have laid 
hold on his eyes: whatever it might be, this abſence 
could not but argue ſome ſtrangeneſs, and this ſtrange- 
neſs muſt needs imply a danger in her bold intruſion, 
She could bewatl therefore, ſhe could not hope to te- 
medy this diſmal day of her people. This anfwer m 
the ears of Mordecai founded truth, but weaknels; 
neither can he take up with ſo feeble a return: theſe 
occafions require other ſpirits, other refolutions, which 
muſt be quickened by a more ſtirring reply; Than 
not with thyſelf, that thou ſhalt eſcape in the fi 17 
allo- 


_ houſe, more than all the Jews; for, if thou 
| gether 
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gether holdeft thy peace at this time, then ſhall there 


enlargement and deliverance ariſe to the Jews from 
another place, but thou and thy father's houſe fhall 
be deſtroyed; and who Kknoweth, whether thou art 
come to the kingdom for ſuch a time as this? A. 

The exped ation of death had not quelled the ſtrong 
heart of faithful Mordecar: ; even, while he mourns, 
his zeal droops not; there could have been no life in 
that breaft, which this meſſage could not have rouzed, 

What then? is it death that thou feareſt in this at- 
tempt of thy ſupplication? what other than death a- 
waits thee in the neglect of it? there is but this dit- 
ference, ſue and thou mayeſt die, fue not and thou 
muſt die: what blood haſt thou but Fewi/h? and if 
theſe unalterable edits exempt ho living foul, what 
ſhall become of thine? and canſt thou be ſo vainly 
timorous, as to die for fear of death? to prefer cer- 
tainty of danger, before a poſſibility of hope? Away 
with this weak cowardice, unworthy of an {/raeltte, 
unworthy of a queen. But if fawt-heartedueſs, or 
private reſpects, ſhall ſeal up thy lips, or with-hold 
thine hand from the aid of thy people; if thou can't 
ſo far neglect God's church, know thou that God will 
rot neglect it : it ſhall not be in the power of tyrants 
to root out his choſen ſeed; that holy One of //rae! 
ſhall rather work miracles from heaven, than his in- 
beritance ſhall periſh upon earth; and how juſt ſhall 
It then be for that jealons God, to take vengeance 
upon thee, and thy father's honſe, for this cold un- 
helpfulneſs to his diſtreſſed church? Suffer me there- 
tire to ature thee, by all that teuderneſs of love, 
Wacrewith 1 have trained up thine orphan infancy, 
by all thoſe dear and thankful reſpects which thou 
haſt vowed to me again, by the name of the God ot 
Iſrael whom we ſerve, that thou awaken and flir up 
thine holy courage, and dare to adventure thy lite, 
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for the ſaying of many : it hath pleaſed the Almighty 
to raiſe thee up to that height of honour, which our 


progenitors could little expect; why ſhouldſt thou be 
wanting to him, that hath been ſo bountiful to thee? 
yea, why ſhould I not think, that God hath put this 
very act into the intendment of thine exaltation ? ha. 
ving on purpoſe thus ſeaſonably hoiſed thee up to the 
throne, that thou mayeſt reſcue his poor church from 
an utter ruin. 7 

O © the admirable faith of Mardecai, that ſhines 
through all theſe clouds, and, in the thickeſt of theſe 
fogs, deſcries a cheerful glimpſe of deliverance! He 
ſaw the day of their common deſtruction enacted, he 
knew the Perſian decrees to be unalterable, but, with- 
al, he knew there was a Mefias to come; he was fo 
well acquainted with God's covenanted aſſurances to 
his church, that he can, through the midft of thoſe 
bloody reſalutions, foreſee indemnity to 1/rael, ra 
ther truſting the promiſes of God, than the threats of 
men. This is the victory that overcomes all the fears 
and fury of the world, even our faith, 

It is quarrel enough againſt any perſon, or com- 
munity, not to have been aidful to the diſtreſſes of 
God's people. Not to ward the blow, if we may, 
is conſtrued for little beiter than ſtriking. Till ve 
have tried our utmoſt, we know not whether we hate 
done that we came ſor. 

Merducai hath ſaid enopgh : theſe words have fo 
put a new life into Eher, that ſhe is reſolute to ho- 
zard the old; Go- gather together all the Jews that 
_ ere preſent in Shuthan, and faſt ye for me, and nels 
ther eat nor drink three days, night or day; 1 aiſo and 
my maidens will faſt hkeways, and fo will I go 1 
unto the king, which 1s nat according to the law; and 
if I periſh, I periſh, Heroical thoughts do well beſt 
great actions. Life can never be Petter adyentured, 
than where it ſhall be gain to loſe it. 
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There can be no law againſt the humble depreca- 
tion of evils; where the neceſſity of God's church 
calls to us, no danger ſhould with-hold us from all ho- 
neſt means of relief. Deep humiliations muſt make 
way for the ſucceſs of great enterpriſes; we are moſt 
capable of mercy, when we are thoroughly empty. A 
ſhort hunger doth bur whet the appetite; but ſo long 
an abſtinence meets death halt way, to prevent it. 
Well may they enjoin ſharp penances unto others, who 


practiſe it upon themſelves, 


It was the face of Eſther that muſt hope to win A- 
haſuerus, yet that ſhall be macerated with faſting, that 
ſhe may prevail. A carnal heart would have pamper- 
ed the fleſh, that it might allure thoſe wanton eyes; 
ſhe pines it, that ſhe may pleaſe. 

God, and not ſhe, muſt work the heart of the king. 
Faith teaches her rather to truſt her deyotions, than 
her beauty. 


CoNTEM. vi, ESTHER ſuing to AHASUERUS. 


TH E Jews are eaſily intreated to faſt, who had 
received in themſelves the ſentence of death; 

what pleaſure could chey take in meat, that knew 
what day they muſt eat their laſt? The three days of 
abſtinence are expired; now Eſther changes her ſpi- 
rits, no leſs than her clothes: who, that fees that face, 
and that habit, can ſay ſhe had mourned, ſhe had 
taſted? never did her royal apparel, become her fo 
well. That God, before whom ſhe had humbled her- 
ſelf, made her ſo much more beautiful, as ſhe had 
been more dejected; and now, with a winning con- 
fidence, ſhe walks into the inner court of the king, 
and puts herſelf into that forbidden preſence; as if 
ſhe ſaid, Here Jam with my life in my hand, if ir 
pleaſe the king to take it, it is ready for him. Lahti, 
by predeceſſor, forfeited her place for not coming 
+ | when 
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when ſhe was called ; Eſther ſhall now hazard the 


forfeiture of her life, for coming when ſhe is not 
called. It is neceſſity, not diſobedience, that hath 
put me upon this bold approach; according to thy 
conſtruction, O king, I do either live or die, either 


ſhall be welcome. The unexpettedneſs of pleaſing. 


objects makes them many times the more acceptable: 
the beautiful countenance, the graceful demeanour, 
and goodly preſence of E/?her, have no ſooner taken 
the eyes, than they have raviſhed the heart of king 


Ahaſuerus : love hatlr ſoon baniſhed all dreadfulneſs; * 


And the ting held out to Eſther the golden ſceptre 
that was in his hand. Moderate intermiſſion is 0 
far from cooling the affection, that it iuflames it. 
Had E/ther been ſeen every day, perhaps that fl 
tiety had abated of the height of her welcome; now, 
three and thirty days retiredneſs hath endeared her 
more to the ſurfeited eyes of Ahaſuerus. | 

Had not the golden ſcepter been held out, where 
had queen Ether been? The Perſian kings affected 
a ſtern awfulneſs to their ſubjects; it was death to 
ſolicit them uncalled. How ſafe, how eaſy, how hap- 
py a thing it is to have to do with the King of hea: 
ven, who is ſo pleaſed with our acceſs, that he fol 
cits ſuitors ; who, as he is unweariable with our re- 
queſts, ſo is infinite in his beneficences ! 

How gladly doth E/her touch the top of that ſcep- 


tre by which ſhe holds her life! and now, while. 


ſhe thinks ir well that ſhe may live, ſhe receives, be- 

_ fides/pardon, favour. What wilt thou, queen Eſther, 
and what is thy requeſt? it ſball be given thee, 
even to the half of the kingdom. Commonly, when 
ve fear moſt, we ſpeed b-t; God then, molt of 
all, magnifies his bounty to us, when we have molt 
afſlicted gurſelves. Over confident expectations are 
ſeldom but diſappointed, while humble ſuſpicions 90 
ſaughing awoy. It was the benefit and W 
U 
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but one piece of the kingdom, that Efther comes to 
: ſue for; and behold Ahaſuerus offers her the free 
t power of the half. He, that gave Haman, at the firſt 
j word, the lives of all his Jewiſb ſubjects, is ready to 
J give Ether half his kingdom, ere ſhe aſk. Now ſhe 
T is no leſs amazed at the loving . munificence of Aba- 
3' WM /uerus, than the was before afraid of his auſterity : 

The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord; as the 


, rivers of water, he turneth it whitherſaever he will. 

1 It is not good to ſwallow favours too greedily, leſt 
3 WM they either choke us in the paſſage, or prove hard of 
$3 digeſtion. « The wiſe queen, however ſhe might ſeem” 
re to have a fair opportunity offered to her ſuit, finds-ir 


ly not good to apprehend it too ſuddenly, as deſiring, 
by this ſmall dilation, to prepare the ear and heart ef 


la the king for ſo important a requeſt. 

„ Now, all her petition ends in a banquet, J it ſeem 

ct Wl good unto the king, let the king and Haman came this 
day unto the banquet that I have . for him. It 

wn is an eaſy favour to receive a ſmall courteſy, where 


we offer to give great. Haman is called, the king 
comes to E/ther's table; and now highly pleaſed with 
ap" his entertainment, he himſelf ſolicits her ro propound 
that ſuit, for which her modeſty would, but durſt not 
ſolicit him. Baſhfulneſs ſhall loſe nothing at the hand 
of well-governed greatneſs. 
Vet (till Eſther's ſuit ſticks in her teeth, and dares 
<P" not come forth without a further preface of time and 
expectation; another banquet muſt paſs, ere this 
reckoning can be given in. Other ſuitors wait long 4 
for the delivery of their petition, longer for the re- 
ceipt of their anſwer. Here the king is fain to wait 
for his ſuit: whether E/her's heart would not yet 
ſerve her to conteſt with ſo ſtrong an adverſary, as 
Haman, without further recollection; or whether ſhe 
lelired to get better hold of the king, by endearing "= 


him 
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him with ſo pleaſing entertainments; or whether ſhe 
would thus ripen her hopes, by working in the mind 
of king Ahaſuerus a foreconceit of the greatneſs and 
difficulty of that ſuit, which was ſo loath to come forth; 
or whether ſhe meant thus to give ſcope to the pride 
and malice. of  Haman, for his more certain ruin; 
howſoever it were, to-morrow is a new day ſet for 
E/ther*s ſecond banquet, and third petition. 

The king is not invited without Haman ; favours 
are ſometimes done to men with a purpoſe of diſplea- 
ſure : doubtleſs Haman taſteth of the ſame cares with 
his maſter; neither could he, in the forehead of E/t- 
her, read any other characters, than of reſpect and 
kind applauſe, yet had ſhe then in her hopes deſigned 
him to a juſt revenge. Little do we know, by out- 
ward carriages, in what terms we ſtand with either 
God or man. | 

Every little wind raifeth up a bubble; how is Ha- 
man now exalted in himſelf with the ſingular graces of 
queen E/ther ; and begins to value himſelf ſo much 
more, as he ſees himſelf higher in the rate of others 
opinion ? | | | 

Only ſurly and ſullen Mordecai is an allay to his 
happineſs ; no edict of death can bow the knees of that 
ſtout Few; yea the notice of that bloody cruelty of 
this Agagite hath ſtiffened them ſo much the more. 
Before, he looked at Haman as an Amalekite, now as a 
perſecutor. Diſdain and anger look out at thoſe eyes, 
and bid that proud enemy do his worſt. No doubt 
Mordecai had been liſtening after the ſpeed of queen 
Eſther ; how ſhe came in to the king, how ſhe was 
welcomed with the golden ſceptre, and with the more 
precious words of Ahaſuerus ; how ſhe had entertain- 
ed the king how ſhe pleaſed ; the news had made him 
quit his ſackcloth, and raifed his courage to a more 


ſcornful neglect of his profeſſed adverſary. 
; Haman 
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Haman comes home, I know not whether more 
full of pride, or of rage ; calls an inward counſel of 
his choice friends, together with his wife ; makes a 
glorious report of all his wealth, magnificence, height 
of favour, both with the king and queen; and, ar 
laſt, after all his ſun-ſhine, ſets in this cloudy epilogue; 
Tet all this availeth me nothing, fs long as I ſee Mor- 
decai the Jew fitting at the king's gate, It is ſeldom 
ſeen, that God allows, even to the greateſt darlings 
of the world, a perfect contentment ; ſomething they 
mult have to complain of, that ſhall give an unſavoury 
verdure to their {weeteſt morſels, and make their very 
felicity miſerable. 

The wit of women hath wont to be noted for more 
ſudden; and more ſharp; Zereſb, the wife of Haman, 
ſets on foot that motion of ſpeedy revenge, which is 
applauded by the reſt: Let a gallows be made if fifty 
cubrts high, and to-morrow ſpeak thou to the king, that 
Mordecai may be hanged thereon ; then go thou in mer- 
rily with the king unto the banquet. I do not hear. 
them ſay, Be patient a while; thou haſt already ſer 
Mordecat his laſt day; the month Adar will not be 
long in coming, the determination of his death hath 
made him deſperate, let him in rhe mean time eat his 
own heart in envy at thy greatneſs; but they rather 
adviſe of a quick diſpatch. Malice is a thing full of 
impatience, and hates delay of execution, next unto 
mercy. While any grudge lies at the heart, it can- 
not be freely cheerful. Forced ſmiles are but the 
bypocriſy of mirth. How happy were it for us, if 
we could be fo zealouſly careful ro remove the hinder- 
ances of our true ſpiritual joy, thoſe ſtubborn corrup- 
tions that will not ſtoop to the power of grace! 
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Cox TEM. Vil, MoRDECAI honoured by HAMAN. 


1 E wit of Zere/h had like to have gone beyond 
the wit of E/ther ; had not the working Provi— 
dence of the Almighty contrived theſe events beyond 
all hopes, all conceits, Mordecai had been diſpatched 
ere Efther's ſecond banquet. To- morrow was the 
day pitched for both their deſigns; had not the 
ſtream been unexpectedly turned, in vain had the 
queen blamed her delays, Mordecai's breakfaſt had 
prevented Ejther's dinner; for certainly he that had 
given to Haman ſo many thouſand lives, would never 
have made dainty upon the ſame ſuit, to anticipate 
one of thoſe whom he had condemned to the {laugh- 
ter. But God meant better things to his church, 
and fetches about all his holy purpoſes, after a won— 
derful faſhion, in the very inſtant of opportunity. 
He that keepeth Iſrael, and neither flumbereth nor 
Alec peth, cauſeth ſleep that night to depart from him 
that had decreed to root out //rael. Great Ahaſue- 
rus, that cemmanded an hundred and ſeven and twen- 
ty provinces, cannot command an hour's ſleep. Po- 
verty is rather bleſſed with the freedom of reſt, than 
wealth and power. Cares and ſurfeit with-hold that 
from the great, which preſſeth upon the ſpare diet 
and labour of the meaneſt. Nothing is more tedious 
than an cager purſuit of denied ſleep, which, like to 
a ſhadow, flies away ſo much faſter, as it is more fol- 
lowed. Experience tells us, that this benefit is bell 
ſolicited by neglect, and ſooneſt found, when we have 
forgotten to ſeek it. | 

Whether to deceive the time, or to beſtow it well, 
Ahaſuerus ſhall ſpend his reſtleſs hours in the chro- 
nicles of his time. Nothing is more requiſite for 
princes, than to look back upon their own actions and 


events, and thoſe of their predeeeſſors; the examina- 
| | tion 
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tion of fore-paſt actions makes them wiſe, of events 
thankful and cautelgus. 

Amonglt thoſe voluminous regiſters of acts and mo- 
numents, which ſo many ſcores of provinces mult 
needs yield, the book ſhall open upon Mordeca?'s, diſ- 
covery of the late treaſon of the two eunuchs : the 
reader is turned thither, by an inſenſible fway of Pro- 
vidence, Our molt arbitrary or caſual actions are o- 
ver- ruled by a hand in heaven. 

The king now feels afreſh the danger of that con- 
ſpiracy ; and, as great ſpirits abide not to ſmother or 
bury good offices, inquires into the recompenſe of ſo 
royal a ſervice; What honour and dignity hath been 
done to Mordecai for this? Surely Mordecat did but 
his duty; he had heinoully finned, if he had nor re- 
vealed this wicked treachery ; yet Ahaſuerus takes 
thought for his remuneration. How much more 
careful art thou, O God of all mercies, to reward the 
weak obedience of thine (at the beſt) unprofitable ſer- 
vants! | | * 

That which was intended to procure reſt, ſets it 
off: king Ahaſuerus is unquiet in himſelf, to think that 
ſo great a merit ſhould ly but ſo long neglected; nei- 
ther can he find any peace in himſelf, till he have 
given order for a ſpeedy retribution: hearing there- 
fore by his ſervants, that Haman was below in the 
court, he ſends for him up to conſult with him, What 
ſhould be dene to the man whom. the king delighteth to 
honour © O marvellous concurrence of circumſtances, 
drawn together by the infinite wiſdom and power of 
the Almighty! Who but Haman ſhould be the man? 
and when ſhould Haman be called to adviſe of Mor- 
decar's honour, but in the very inſtant when he came 
to ſue for Mordecai's hanging! Had Ahaſuerus but 
llept that night, Moardecai had been that morning 
advanced fifty cubits higher than the earth, ere the 
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king could have remembered to whom he was be. 
holden. 

What ſhall we fay then to reconcile theſe croſs- 
paſſions in Abaſuerus Before he figned that decree 
of killing all the Fews, he could not but know that 
a Jew had ſaved his life; and now, after that he had 
enacted the flaughrer of all Jews as rebels, he is gi- 
ving order to honour a Je co as his preſerver. It were 
ſtrange, if great perſons, in the multitude of their diſ- 
tractions, ſhould not let fall ſome incongruities. 

Yet, who can but think that king Ahaſuerus meant, 
upon ſome ſecond thoughts, to make amends to Mor- 
decai? neither can he chuſe but put theſe two to- 
gether; the Fews are appointed to death at the ſuit 
of Haman ; this Mzrdecat is a Few : how then can! 
do more grace to him that hath ſaved my life, than to 
command him to be honoured by that man who would 
ſpill his? 

When Haman heard himſelf called up to the bed- 
chamber of his maſter, he thinks himſelf too happy, 
in ſo carly an opportunity of preſenting his ſuit ; but 
yet more in the pleaſing queſtion of Ahaſuerus, where- 
in he could not but i imagine, that favour forced itſelf 
upon him with ſtrange importunity: for how could he 
conceive, that any intention of more than ordinary 
honour could fall beſides himſelf? Self- love, like to a 
good ſtomach, draws to itſelf what nouriſhment it likes, 
and caſts off that which offends it. Haman will be 
ſure to be no niggard in adviſing thoſe ceremonies of 
honour, which he thinks meant to his own perſon. 
Could he have once dreamed, that this grace had been 
purpoſed to any under heaven, beſdes himſelf, he 
had not been ſo laviſh in counſelling ſo pompous à 

| ſhow of exceſſive magnificence. Now the king's own 
royal apparel; and his own ſteed is not ſuflicient, ex- 
cept the royal crown alſo make up the glory of bim 
who ſhall thus triumph in the king' $ fayour ; yet al 


| this 
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this were nothing in baſe hands, "The actor ſhall be 
the bèſt part of this great pageant. Let this apparel, 
and this horſe, be delivered to one of the king's moſt 
noble princes, that they may array the man withal 
whom the king delighteth to henour, and bring him on 
horſeback through the ſtreets of the city, and proclaim 
before him, Thus ſhall it be done to the man whom the 
ling delighteth to honour. Honour is more in him that 
gives, than. him that receives it. To be honoured 
by the unworthy is little better than difgrace : na 
meaner perſon will ſerve to attend this Agagite, in his 
ſuppoſed greatneſs, than one of the nobleſt princes. 
The ambition is too high-flown, that fecks glory in 
che ſervility of equals. 

The place adds much to the act; there is ſmall 
heart in a concealed honour : it is nothing, unleſs the 
ſtreets: of the city of SH uſban be witnefles of this pomp, 
and ring with that gracious acclamation. 

The vain hearts of proud men can caſily deviſe thoſe 
means whereby they may beſt ſer out themſeclves. 
O that we would equally affect the means of true and 
immortal glory! The heart of man is never fo cold 
within him, as when, from the height of the expec- 
tation of good, it falls into a ſudden ſenſe of evil: fo 
did this Agagite. Then the king ſuid to Haman, 
mate haſte, and take the apparel, and the hurſe, as 
thou hajt ſaid, and do even ſo to Mordecai the Jew, 
that ſitteth at the king's gate; let nothing fail of all 
that thou haſt faia. How was Haman thunder- 
ſtricken with this killing word! | Do thou fo to Mor- 
decai. I dare ſay, all the honours that Abaſuerus 
had heaped upon, Haman cannot counteryail this 
one vexation. Doubtleſs, at firſt, he diſtruſts his ear, 
and then muſes whether the king be in earneſt; at 
laſt, when he | hears the charge ſo ſeriouſly doubled, 
and finds himſelf forced to believe it, he begins to 
think, What means this unconce; rable alteration ? Is 

there 
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there no man in all the court of Feria, to be picked out 
for extraordinary honour, but Mordecar*® is there no 
man to be picked our, for the performance of this ho- 
nour to him, but Haman? have I but one proud e- FY 
nemy in all the world, and am I ſingled out to grace 70 
him? did it gall me to the heart, and make all my 
happineſs tedious to me, to ſee that this Few would $4 
not bow to me, and muſt I now bow to him? That 
which he would rather die, and fotfeit the life of all 
his nation, than do to me, notwithſtanding the king's 77 
command, fhall I be forced, by the king's command, 00 
to do unto him? Yea, did he refuſe to give but a cap = 
-and a knee to my greatneſs; and mult I laquey fo f 
baſe a fellow through the ſtreets? muſt I be his he- 
Tald, to proclaim his honour through all Shan? * 
Why do I not let the king know the inſolent affronts WM dat 
that he hath offered me? why do I not ſignify to my _ 
ſovereign, that my errand now was for another kind Y 
of advancement to Mordecar * If I obtain not my de- ¶ Mus 
ſired revenge, yet, at leaſt, I ſhall prevail ſo far, as to x. 
exempt myſelf from this officious attendance upon fo WM ns h. 
' unequal an enemy. And yet that motion cannot be WF. his 
now ſafe; I ſee the king's heart is, upon what ground ¶ nto tl 
ſoever, bent upon this action; ſhould I fly off never Ng t ü 
ſo little, after my word fo directly paſſed, perhaps my WW gate? 
coldneſ or oppoſition might be conſtrued as fome way- ¶ 4 
ward conteſtation with my maſter; eſpecially ſince I hm. 
the ſervice that Mordecai hath done to the king is of N dum 
an higher nature, than, the deſpite which he hath done 
to me. I will, I myſt give way for the time; mine 
humble yieldance, when all the carriage of this bul- 
neſs ſhall be underſtood, ſhall, I doubt not, make way 
for mine intended revenge. Mordecai, I will honour 
thee now, that by theſe ſteps I may ere long raiſe 
thee many cubits higher. I will obey the command 
of my ſovereign in obſerving thee, that he may reward 
the merit of my loyalty in thine execution. 1 
* | l 
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Thus reſolved, Haman goes forth with a face and 
heart full of diſtraction, full of confuſion ; and addreſ- 
ſes himſelf to the attiring, to the attending of his old 
adverſary, and new maſter, Mordecai. What looks, 
dd we now think, were caſt upon each other, at their 
firſt greeting? their eyes had not forgotten their old 
language : certainly, when Mordecai ſaw Haman come 
into the room where he was, he could not but think, 
this man hath long thirſted for my blood, and now h 
comes to fetch it; I ſhall not live to ſee the ſucceſs of 

ber, or the fatal day of my nation. It was known, 
that morning in the court, what, a lofty gibbet Haman 
had provided for Mordecai; and why might it not 
have come to Mordecai's ear? what could he there- 
fore now imagine other, than that he was called out 
to that execution? But, when be ſaw the royal robe 1 
tat Haman brought to him, he thinks, is it not e- 
nough for this man to kill me, but he muſt mock me | 
wo! what an addition is this to the former cruelty, | 
thus to inſult, and play upon my laſt diſtreſs! But, 
when he yet ſaw the royal crown ready to be ſet on | 
| 


tis head, and the king's own horſe, richly furniſhed, 

at his gate, and found himſelf raiſed by princely hands 

ntothat royal ſeat, he thinks, What may all this mean? 

it the purpoſe of mine adverſary, that I ſhall die in 

late? would he have me hanged in triumph? At laſt, 

men he ſees ſuch a train of Perſan peers attending 

lim, with a grave reverence, and hears Haman pro- 

cam before him, Thus ſhall it be done to the man 

whom the king delizhteth to honour : finding this / 

pomp to be ſerious and well meant, he imagines, in 

U likelihood, that this unexpected change proceeds 

rom the ſuit of his £/7her ; now he begins to lift up | [ 
Us head, and to hope well of himſelf, and his people, | 
nd could nat but ſay within himſelf, that he had not 

alted for nothing. O the wondrous alteration that 

due morning hath made in the court of Per/ra / He that 


hs Was 


| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
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was yeſternight deſpiſed by Haman's footmen, is now 
waited on by Human, and all his fellow princes : he, 
that yeſternight had the homage of all knees but one, 
arid was ready to burſt for the lack of that, now doth 
obeiſance to that one by whom he was wiltully ne- 
glected: it was not Ahaſuerus that wrought this ſtrange 
mutation, it was the over-ruling power of the Almigh- 
ty, whoſe immediate hand would thus prevent E/ther”s 
ſuit, that he might challenge all the thank ro himſelf: 
while princes have their own wills, they muſt do his; 
and ſhall either exalt or depreſs according to diyine 
appointment. 

I ſhould commend Haman's obedience, in his hum- 
ble condeſcent to ſo unpleaſing and harſh a command 
of his maſter, were it not, that either he durſt do no 
other, or that he thus ſtooped for an advantage. It 
is a thankleſs reſpect that is either forced, or for ends, 
True ſubjection is free and abſolute, out of the con- 
ſcience o duty, not out of fears or hopes: 

All Shufhan is in amaze at this ſudden glory of 
Mordecai, and ſtudies how to reconcile this day witl! 
the thirteenth of Adar. Mordecar had reaſon to hope 
well; it could not ſtand with the honour of the king, 
to kill him whom he ſaw cauſe to advance; neither 
could this be any other, than the beginning of a du- 

rable promotion; otherways, what recompenſe had 
an hour's riding been to fo great a ſervice ? 
On the other fide, Haman droops, and hath chan- 
ed paſſions with Mordecai: neither was that ew ever 
more deeply afflicted with the decree of his own death, 
than this Agagite was with that Jews honour, How 
heavy doth it ly at Haman's heart, that. no tongue, 
but his, might ſerve to proclaim Mordecai happy 
Even the greateſt mignions of the world mult have 
their turns of ſorrow. N 
With a covered head, and a dejected countenance, 


doth he haſten home, and longs to impart his pre 
| Where 


% 
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where he had received his advice. It was but cold 
comfort that he finds from his wife Zere/h, and his 
friends: / Mordecai be of the ſeed of the Jews, 
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before whom thou haſt begun to fall, thou ſhalt not 


prevail againſt him, but ſhalt furely fall before him. 
Out of the mouth of Pagans, O God, thou haſt or- 
dained ſtrength, that thou mayſt ſtill the enemy and 
the avenger. What credit hath thy great name won 
with theſe barbarous nations, that they can, out of all 
experience, make maxims of thine undoubted protec- 
tion of thy people, and the certain ruin of their ad- 
vrerſaries ? Men find no difference in themſelves ; the 
face of a Jew looks ſo like other mens, that Ether 
and Mordecai were not, of long, taken for what they 
were: he, that made them, makes the diſtinction be- 
twixt them; ſo as a Jew may fall before a Perſian, 
and get up and prevail; but if a Perfan, or whoſo- 
ever of the Gentiles, begin to fall before a Few, he 
can neither ſtay nor riſe. There is an inviſible hand 
of omnipotency that ſtrikes in for his own, and con- 
founds their oppoſites. O God, neither is thine hand 
ſhortened, nor thy bowels ſtraitened in thee: thou art 
ſtill and ever thyſelf. If we be thy true ſpiritual I/ 
rael, neither earth nor hell ſhall prevail againſt us; 
we ſhall either ſtand ſure, or ſurely riſe, while our 
enemies ſhall lick the duſt. 


CONTEM. vill. HAMAN banged, MoxDEcal 
advanced. 


AMAN's day is now come ; that, vengeance 
which hath hitherto flept is now awake, and 
rouzeth up itfelt to a juſt execution; that heavy morn- 
ng was but the preface to his laſt ſorrow, and the fad 
preſage of friends is verified in the ſpeaking; while 
the word was in their mouths, the meſſengers were at 


the door to fetch Hamam to his funeral banquer. 
Vor. II. 811 How 
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How little do we know what is towards us! As the 
fiſhes that are taken in an evil net, and as the birds 


that are caught in the ſnare, ſo are the ſons of men 
ſnared in evil time, when it falleth ſuddenly upon 
them. 

It was, as Haman conceived, the only privilege of 
his dearneſs, and the comfort of his preſent heavineſs, 
that he only was called with the king to Efther's ban- 
quet, when this only was meant for his bane. The 
face of this invitation was fair, and promiſeth much; 
and now the ingenuous man begins to ſet good con- 
ſtructions upon all events. Surely, thinks he, the 
king was tied in his honour to give ſome public gra- 
tification to Mordecai; fo good an office could deſerve 
no leſs than an hour's glory : but little doth my ma- 
{ter know what terms there are betwixt me and Mor- 
decai; had he fully underſtood the inſolencies of this 
Few, and ſhould, notwithſtanding, have enjoined me to 
honour him, I might have had juſt cauſe to complain 

of diſgrace and diſparagement; but now, ſince all this 
buſineſs hath been carried in ignorance and caſualty, 
why do I wrong myſelf in being too much affected 
with that which was not ill meant? had either the king 
or the queen abated ought of their favour to me, | 
might have dined at home, now this renewed invitati- 
on argues me to ſtand right in the grace of both; and 
why may not I hope this day to meet with a good oc- 
caſion of my deſired revenge? how juſt will it ſeem 
to the king, that the ſame man, whom he hath pub- 
licly rewarded for his loyalty, ſhould now be publicly 
puniſhed for his diſobedience ? 

With ſuch like thoughts Haman cheers up himſelt, 
and addreſſeth himſelf to the royal banquet, with 2 
countenance that would fain ſeem to forget his mort- 
ing's taſk: Ether works her face to an unwilling 
ft = Wer that hateful gueſt ; and the king, as not 


unguilty of any dignity that he hath put upon his favou- 
rite, 
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rite, frames himſelf to as much cheerfulneſs as his 
want of reſt would permit. The table is royally fur- 
niſhed with ali delicate confections, with all pleaſing 
liquors. King Ahaſuerus lo eats, as one that both knew 
he was, and meant to make himſelf welcome: Haman 
ſo pours in, as one that meant to drown his cares; and 
now, in this fulneſs of cheer, the king hungers for 
that long delayed ſuit of queen Eher; thrice hath 
he graciouſly called for it, and, as a man conſtant to 
his own favours, thrice hath he, in the ſame words, 
yowed the performance of it, though to the half of his 
kingdom. Ir falls out oftentimes, that, when large pro- 
miſes fall ſuddenly from great perſons, they abate by 
leiſure, and ſhrink upon cold thoughts; here Abaſue- 
rus is not more liberal in his offer than firm in his re- 
ſolutions, as if his firſt word had been, like his law, 
unalterable. I am aſhamed to miſs that ſteadineſs in 
Chriſtians, which I find in a Pagan. It was a great 
word that he had ſaid, yet he eats it not, as over laviſh- 
ly ſpoken, but doubles and triples it with hearty aſſu- 
rances of a real proſecution ; while thoſe tongues, 
which profeſs the true God, fay and unfay at plea- 
ſure, recanting their good purpoles, contradicting their 
own juſt engagements, upon no cauſe but their own 

changeableneſs. | 
It is not for queen Eſt her to drive off any longer; the 
ſame wiſdom that taught her to deter her ſuit, now 
teaches her to propound it: a well choſen ſeaſon is the 
greateſt advantage of any action, which, as it is ſeldom 
found in haſte, ſo is too often loſt in delay. Now, 
therefore, with an humble and graceful obeifance, and 
with a countenance full of modeſt fear and fad gra- 
vity, the ſo delivers her petition, that rhe king might 
lee, it was neceſſity that both forced it upon her, and 
wrung it from her. VI have found favour in thy 
hight > O ting, and if it pleaſe the king, let my 
ſe be given me at my petition, and my feople at 
8112 my 
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ny requeſt, Expectation is either a friend or an 


enemy, according to the occafion : Ahaſuerus looked 


for ſome high and difficult boon ; now that he hears 
his queen beg for her life, it could not be but that 
the ſurpluſage of his love to her muſt he turned into 
fury againſt her adverſary ; and his zeal muſt be 6 
much more to her, as her ſuit was more meek and 
humble. For we are fold, I and my people, to be 
deſtroyed, to be ſlain, and to periſh ; but, if wwe had 
been fold far bondmen, and bondwomen, I had 
held my tongue, although the enemy could nt 
countervail the king's damage. Crafty men are 
ſometimes choked with their own plots. It was the 


proffer of ten thouſand talents wherewicth Hamas 


hoped both to purchaſe his intended revenge, and the 
reputation of a worthy patriot ; that ſum is now Jaid 
in his diſh, for a juſt argument of malicious corrup- 
tion : for well might Eber plead, It we Fews de- 
ſerved death, what needed our ſlaughter to be bought 
out ? and it we deferved it not, what horrible cruelty 
was it to ſet a price upon innocent blood? it is not 
any offence of ours, it is only the deſpite of an enemy 
that hath wrought our deſtruction. 

Beſides, now it appears the king was abuſed by miſ- 
information: : the adverſary ſuggeſted, that the life of 
the Jews could not ſtand with the king's profit; 
whercas their very bondage ſhould be more damage 
to the ſtate, than all Haman's worth could counter- 

vail. Truth may be ſmothered, but it cannot die; 
it mav he diſguiſed, but it will be known ; it may be 
ſuppreſſed, but it will triumph. 

But vi vhat ſhall we ſay to ſo harſh an aggravation! 
Could F/7her have been ſilent in a caſe of decreed 
dondage, who is now fo vehement ny caſe of death! 
Certainly, to a generous nature, death is far more 
eaſy than bondage; why would he have endured the 


greater, and yer fo abhors the leſs? was it for that the 
Jew! 
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Jetus were already too well inured to captivity, and 
thoſe evils are more tolerable wherewith we are ac- 
quainted ? or, was it for that there may be hopes in 
bondage, none in death? ſurely either of them were 
lamentable, and ſuch as might deſerve her humbleſt 
deprecation. 

The queen was going on to have ſaid, But, alas! 
nothing will ſatisfy our bloody enemy, ſave the utter 
extirpation of me and my nation: when the impatient 
rage of the king interrupts her ſentence in the midſt, 
and, as if he had heard too much already, and could 
eaſily ſupply the reſidue of her complaint, ſnatches the 
word out of her month with a furious demand; 
Who is he, and where is he, that durſt preſume in 
his heart to do ſo? 1 was the intereſt of queen 
Eſther's perſon that raiſed this ſtorm in Ahaſuerus; 
ſet that aſide, how quietly, how merrily was the de- 
termined maſſacre of the Jeros formerly digeſted ! 
Actions have not the fame face, when we look upon 
them with contrary affections. 

Now queen E/her muſters up her inward forces, 
and, with an undaunted courage, fixing her angry 
eyes upon that hated Agagite, ſhe ſays, The ad- 
verſary and enemy is this wicked Haman. The 
word was loath to come forth, but it ſtrikes home at 
the laſt, Never till now did Haman hear his true 
title; before, ſome had ſtyled him noble, others great; 
ſome magniſicent, and ſome perhaps virtuous; onl 
Ether gives him his own, Wicked Haman. III-deſer- 
ving greatneſs doth in vain promiſe to itſelf a perpe- 
tuity of applauſe. If our ways be foul, the time 
ſhall come, when, after all vain flattery, after all our 
momentary glory, our fins ſhall be ript up, and our 
miquities laid before us, to our utter confuſion. With 
What conſternation did Haman now ſtand? how do 
we think he looked to hear himſelf thus enſty led, 
us accuſed, yea thus condemned! certainly, death 


was 
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was in his face, and horror in every of his joints; no 
ſenſe, no limb knows his office: fain would he ſpeak, 
but his tongue faulters, and his lips tremble; - fain 
would he make apologies upon his knees, but his 
heart fails him, and tells him, the evidence is too great, 
and the offence above all pardon : only guiltineſs and 
fear look through his eyes upon the enraged coun- 
tenance of his maſter, which now bodes nothing to 
him but revenge and death. 

In what a paſſionate diſtemper doth this banquet 
ſhut up! King Ahaſuerus flies from the table. as if he 
had been hurried away with a tempeſt. His wrath 
is too great to come forth at his mouth ; only his eyes 
tell Haman that he hates to fee him, and vows to 
ſee his diſpatch. For ſolitarineſs, and not for plea- 
ſure, doth he now walk into his garden, and thinks 
with himſelf, What a monſter have I favoured ? is it 
poſſible that ſo much cruelty and preſumption ſhould 
harbour in a breaſt that I thought ingenuous ? could 
I be ſo bewitched, as to paſs ſo bloody a decree? 1s 
my credulity thus abuſed by the treacherous ſubriity 
of a miſcreant whom I truſted? I confeſs it was my 
weak raſhneſs to yield unto ſo prodigious a. motion, 
but it was the villany of this Agagite to circumvent 
me by falſe ſuggeſtions: he ſhall pay for my error; 
the world ſhall ſee, that as I exceeded in grace, fo I 
will nor come ſhort in juſtice. Haman, thy guilty 
blood ſhall expiate that innocent blood, which thy 
. malice might have ſhed. 

In the mean time, Haman, ſo ſoon as ever he could 
recover the qualm of his aſtoniſhment, finding him- 
ſelf left alone with queen FE/ther, loſeth no time, 
- ſpareth no breath to mitigate her anger, which had 
made way to his deſtruction. Doubtleſs, with many 
vows and tears, and ſolemn oaths, he labours to clear 
his intentions to her perſon, bewailing his danger, im- 


ploring her mercy, confeſſing the unjuſt extent of an 
| mallce, 
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malice, proffering endeavours of ſatisfaction. Wretch- 
ed man that I am, I am condemned before I ſpeak, 
and when I have ſpoken, I am condemned. Upon 
thy ſentence, O queen, I ſee death waits for me; in 
vain ſhall I ſeek to avoid it: it is thy will that I 
ſhould periſh ; but let that little breath I have left, 
acquit me fo far with thee, as to call heayen and earth 
to record, that, in regard of thee, I die innocent. 
It is true, that mine impetuous malice miſcarried me 
againſt the nation of the Jews, for the fake of one 
ſtubborn offender ; but did I know there was the leaſt 
drop of Iſraelitiſßh blood in thy ſacred perſon * could 
I ſuſpect that Mordecai, or that people, did . ought 
concern thee ? Let not one death be enough for me, 
if I would ever have entertained any thought of evil 
againſt nation or man, that ſhould have coſt but a 
frown from thee. All the court of Perſia can ſuffi- 
cently witneſs, how I have magnified and adored 
thee, ever ſince the royal crown was ſet on thy head; 
neither did I ever fail to do thee all good offices 
unto that my fovereign maſter, whom thou haſt now 
mortally incenſed againſt me. O queen, no hand 
can fave my lite, but thine, that hath as good as be- 
raved it; ſhew mercy to him, that never meant but 
loyalty to thee. As ever thou would{t oblige an 
humble and faithful vaſſal to thee, as ever thou 
would't honour thy name and ſex, with the praiſe of 
tender compaſſion, take pity upon me, and ſpare that 
lite which ſhall be vowed to thy ſervice; and where- 
as thy diſpleaſure may juſtly alledge againſt me that 
rancorous plot for the extirpation of that people, 
whom 1, too late, know to be thine, let it ſuffice 
that I hate, I curſe mine own cruelty, and only upon 
that condition ſhall beg the reprival of my life, that I 
hall work and procure, by thy gracious aid, a full de- 
taſance of that unjuſt execution, O let fall upon 


thy 
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thy deſpairing ſervant one word of fayour 'to my dif. 
pleaſed maſter, that 1 may yet hve. 

| While he was ſpeaking to this purpoſe, having pro- 
ſtrate himſelf, for the more humility, before the queen, 
and ſpread his arms in a vehement imploration up to 
her bed, the king comes in, and, as not unwilling tg 
miſconſtrue the poſture of him whom he now hared, 
lays, What, will he force the queen alſo before 
me in the houſe? That which Haman meant as 
an humble ſupplicant, is interpreted as from a pre- 
ſumptuous offender: how oft might he have done fo, 
and more, while he was in favour, uncenfured ! Ac. 
tions are not the ſame when the man alters. As cha- 
rity makes a good ſenſe of doubtful occurrents, ſo 
prejudice and diſpleaſure take all things, though 
well meant, at the worſt, It is an eaſy thing to pick 
a quarrel, where we intend a miſchief, 

The wrath of the king is as a meſſenger of death, 
While theſe words were yet in the mouth of Ahaſue- 
rus, Haman, in turning his head towards the king, is 
ſuddenly muffled for his execution: he fhall no more 
fee either face or ſun; he ſhall be ſeen no more but 
as a ſpectacle of ſhame and horror: and now he thinks, 
Wo is me, whole eyes ſerve me only to foreſee the 
approach of a diſhonourable and painful death! What 
am I the better to have been great? O that I had ne- 
ver been, O that I could not be! How too truly 
have Zereſh, and my friends, foretold me of this heavy 
deſtiny ! Now am J ready to feel, what it is that ! 
meant to thouſands of innocents; I ſhall die with 
pain and ignominy. O that the conſcience of mine 
intended murder could die with me. It is no mar, 
if wicked men find nothing but utter diſcomforts i 
their end: rather than fail, their former happinels 
ſball join with their imminent miſeries, to torment 
them. It is the juſt judgment of God, that preſump- 


thous ſinners ſhould be ſwallowed up of thoſe oP 
which 
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which they would not fear. Happy is that man who 
hath grace to foreſee, and avoid thoſe ways which 


will lead him to a perfect confuſion. Happy is he 
that hath ſo lived, that he can either welcome death 
as a friend, or defy it as an enemy. 
Who was ever the better for favour paſt ? Thoſe, 
that had before kiſſed the feet and ſmiled in the face 


of Haman, are now as ready to cover his head, and 


help him to the gallows.. Harbonah, one of the cham- 


berlains, ſeaſonably tells the king, how ſtately a gib- 
bet Haman had newly ſet up for well-deſerving Mar- 


decat, within his own palace. | 

hear not one man open his mouth to interceed 
for the offender, to pacify the king, to excuſe or leſ- 
ſen the fact: every one is ready to pull him down 
that is falling, to trample on him that is down; yer, 
no doubt, there were ſome of theſe courtiers whom 
Haman had obliged : had the cauſe been better, thus 
it would have been. Every cur is ready to fall up- 
on the dog that he ſees worried ; but here, it was 
the juſt hand of God to ſer off all hearts from a man 
that had been ſo unreaſonably mercileſs, and to raiſe 
up enemies, even among friends, to him that had 
profeſſed enmity to God's church: ſo let thine ene- 
mies periſh, O Lord, unſuccoured, unpitied. Then 
the king ſaid, Hang him thereon. There can be no 


truer juſtice than in retaliation : who can complain of 


his own meaſure? Behold the wicked travelleth with 
iniquity, and hath conceived miſchief, and brought forth 


fal/bood. He made a pit and digged it, and is fallen 


into the ditch that he made; his miſchief ſhall return 
upon his own head, and his viclent dealing fhall come 
down upon his wwn pate. 

There hangs Haman, in mare reproach than ever 
he ſtood in honour ; and Alordecai, who is now firſt 
known for what he was, ſucceeds his favour, and 
changes inheritances with his enemy; for while Ha- 

Vor. II. Kt man 


. Pt. 


SF. 


314 CONTEMPLATIONS, 


man inherits the gibbet of Mordecai, Mordecai inhe. 
rits the houſe and honour of Haman. O Lord, let 


the malice of the wicked come to an end, but eſtabl iſh 


thou the juſt. 
One hour hath changed the face of the Perſian 


court; what ſtability is there in earthly greatneſs? 
He, who i in the morning all knees bowed unto, as more 


than a man, now hangs up like a deſpiſed vermin, 
for a prey to the ravens: he, who this morning was 


deſtined to the gallows, now rules over princes; yei- 
ther was it for nothing, that he this day rode in tri- 
umph. The king's ring that was taken from Ha- 


man, is now given to Mordecai, as the pledge of his 


authority; and he, that even now ſat in the gate, is 
called up next to the throne, Wickedneſs and honeſt 
mnocence haye now paid their debts to both their 
clients. 

Little joy would it yet have been to Eſther, that 
her enemy was dead, her kinſman advanced, if {till 
her people muſt for all this expect their fatal days; 
her next ſuit therefore is for the ſafety of her nation, 


in the countermand of that bloody. decree which Ha- 


man had obtained againſt them: that which was ſur- 
reptitiouſly gotten, and raſhly given, is ſo much more 
gladly . reverſed, by how much mercy is more plea- 
ling to a good nature than cruel injuſtice. Mordecat 


hath power to indite, ſeal, fend out letters of favour 
to the Jes, which were cauſeleſsly ſentenced to the- 


laughter. If a Perſian law might not be reverſed, 


yet it might be counterchanged. Mordecai may not 


write, Let no Jew be /lain; he may write, Let the Jews 
meet, and ftand for their lives againſt thoſe that would 
ay them. This command flies after che former ſo 
faſt, as if it would overtake that which it cannot re- 
cal. The Jews are revived with theſe happy tidings, 


that they may have protection as well as enmity, that 
authority 
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authority will not be their executioner, that their own 
hands are allowed to be their avengers. ; 

Who would imagine, that after public notice of 
this alteration at the court, when the world could not 
chuſe but know the malicious ground of that wrong- 
ful edit, the ſhameful death of the procurer, the 
power of the party oppoſite, any one ſhould be found, 
throughout all the provinces, that would once lift up 
his hand againſt a Few, that, with his own danger, 
would endeavour to execute. a controlled decree ? 
The church of God ſhould. ceaſe to be itſelf, if it 
wanted malicious perſecution : there needs no other 
quarrel than the name, the religion of 1/rael. 

Notwithſtanding the known favour of the king, and 
the patronage of Mordecai, the thirteenth of Adar is 
meant to be a bloody day: Haman hath too many a- 
bettors in the Perſian dominions ; theſe join together 
to perform that ſentence, whereof the author repent- 
ed. The Fews take heart to defend themſelves, to 
kill their murderers. All the provinces are turned 
into a field of civil war, wherein innocence vanquiſh- 
eth malice. The Jews are victors, and not only are 
alive, but are feared ; the moſt reſiſt them not, many 
aſſiſt them, and ſome become theirs. The counte- 
nance of the great leads the world at pleaſure; fear 
of authority ſways thouſands that are not guilty of a 
conſcience. | 

Yea, beſides the liberty of defence, tae Fewws are 
now made their own juſtices: that there may be none 
left from the loins of that accurſed Agagite, who would 
have left none of the Fervi/h ſeed, they flay the ten 
ſons of Haman, and obtain new days of further exe- 
cutions : neither can death ſatisfy their revenge, thoſe 
ten ſons of Haman ſhall, in their very carcaſes, bear 
the reproach of their father, and hang aloft upon his 
galloys, 


Finally, 
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Finally, no man doth, no man dares frown upon 
a Jew; they are now become lords in the midſt of 
their captivity: no maryel if they ordain and cele- 
brate their joyful Purim, for a perpetual memory, to 
all poſterities, of their happy deliverance. It were 
pity that the church of God ſhould not have ſun- 
ſhines as well as ſtorms, and ſhould not meer with in- 
terchanges of joy in their warfare, before they enter 
upon the unchangeable joy of their endleſs triumph. 


/ 


5 Ed & Volume SE COND, 


* 1 


